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dents of Cranford,” he added. He
felt wording in the changes to the
ordinance was reflective of a dif-
ferent form of government than
the township committee form of
government in place in Cranford.

“I’d like to urge my colleagues
if they believe a change in the
form of government is appropri-
ate for the township committee,
they put it on the ballot at the
next possible election and dis-
cuss as they had pointed out last
year instead of moving the town-
ship of Cranford, in my opinion,
closer to a council manager form
of government,” Mr. Hannen said.

In rebuttal, Ms. O’Connor said
she is in favor of the current
township committee form of gov-
ernment.

Mr. Hannen, she said, last year
agreed with a recommendation
to review the code of township
administrator rather than do a
charter study.

Refining the role of township
administrator would clarify the
role, Ms. O’Connor said.

“This is putting it in a format
people can read and understand,”
she said.

“I find it unfortunate that Com-
missioner Hannen was silent on
his specific concerns at the work-
shop session,” Deputy Mayor Lisa
Adubato said.

Resident Rita La Brutto asked
the committee during public com-
ments their opinion on the form
of government. “It is no secret I
was in favor of allowing residents
to weigh in on the change of the
form of government. What we
are trying to do this year is work
as best we can within the form of
government we have,” Deputy
Mayor Adubato said.

“The inconsistency of changing
mayor every year, changing all
the commissioners is a tough
thing to work with,” Mayor Kalnins
said. “I think we are in a better
position now because we have a
township administrator who will
hopefully be here for several

years.”
“Am I looking to change it right

now? No,” Mayor Kalnins said.
Ms. La Brutto also discussed

the builder’s remedy lawsuits and
housing credits, and said she
doesn’t understand why the at-
torney handling the builder’s rem-
edy lawsuits remains as attorney
after the attorney did not men-
tion housing credits in the law-
suits. Mayor Kalnins said the
judge did not allow the credits
because they were not certified.
Since then, he said the attorney
has been negotiating some of
the credits.

“Hopefully, we have put tools in
place that will keep them from
happening again,” Mayor Kalnins
said, referring to new require-
ments for affordable housing.

A Department of Environmen-
tal Protection permit was issued
on October 8 for 215 and 235
Birchwood Avenue for
stormwater construction activi-
ties and is valid until November
2017, resident Liz Sweeney said.
The mayor said the committee
would look into it. The site is
where Cranford Development As-
sociates is seeking in a builder’s
remedy lawsuit to build a hous-
ing development.

A Candidates’ Forum for town-
ship committee, moderated by
the Jaycees and the League of
Women Voters, will be held to-
night at 8 p.m. at the municipal
building. Two committee seats
are up for re-election this year.

The Cranford Recreation and
Parks Department is having a
50th anniversary celebration
Saturday from 10:30 a.m. to 3
p.m., to be held inside and out-
side the Cranford Community
Center at 220 Walnut Avenue.
Festivities will include children’s
entertainment, rides, face paint-
ing, demonstrations of various
recreation department programs
and exhibits.

Resident Frank Krause urged
the committee to review the ac-

tions of the board of adjustment,
whose variance approvals in 2008
and 2010 of two banks being
built on North Avenue included
shortened setbacks that were
approved for five feet where 25
feet is required. He said this will
result in a safety hazard to pe-
destrians.

Mayor Kalnins said the issue
was referred to the zoning office,
which found the Department of
Transportation did give approv-
als for sight lines. He urged Mr.
Krause to bring the issue to the
planning board, which is review-
ing the land development ordi-
nance. Mr. Kalnins said he agreed
with Mr. Krause’s opinion of the
matter.

CR FD Advances Members; DMC Funding Debated

“We’re coming to you now be-
fore it’s too late,” said Ralph
Trentacosta.

In other matters, Principal Mary
Emmons reviewed the results of
the New Jersey Assessment of
Skills and Knowledge (NJASK)
test, a state achievement exam
given annually in March. About
250 students in grades 3 through
8 took the test at Lincoln School,
with 16 earning perfect scores.

Each was recognized at the
board meeting and presented
with a certificate of achievement.

The results largely showed
Garwood ahead of the state av-
erage at being proficient or ad-
vanced proficient in the tested
areas of language arts, math-
ematics and science and having
fewer students than the state
average that were “partially pro-
ficient.”

Mrs. Emmons informed the
members and public that the
school would prepare the stu-
dents this year to take the Part-
nership for Assessment of Readi-
ness for College and Careers
(PARCC) test. The new exam will
replace NJASK, testing the stu-

dent on the same material, but
instead of a “paper and pencil”
exam, PARCC will be taken on a
computer/tablet device, with
multiple different ways of an-
swering questions.

Instead of filling in a circle for a
multiple choice question, stu-
dents will answer multiple choice
questions with a mouse click or
drop down menus, use drag and
drop as well as “hotspots.”

“They have to learn how to take
the test,” Mrs. Emmons said. “And
we have to spend a lot of time on
how to take the test. So although
we concentrate on the knowl-
edge, we also have to concen-
trate on the skills.”

Parents have the right to opt
their child out of the exam, but
that could be a problem if the
student wishes to apply to a pri-
vate or vo-tech school, which
may require a state test score for
evaluation, Ms. Quigley said.

In other matters, Business Ad-
ministrator Eric Larson said the
district ultimately saved about
$50,000 on the repairs to Wash-
ington School, with the final cost
coming in at $320,535.

GW BOE, Teachers Reach Impasse

CF Dems Want F/T Eng.,
Stop Overdevelopment

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Democratic can-
didates for township committee
Brian McCarthy and Robert
Salvatore face off against Re-
publican incumbents, Mayor
Andis Kalnins and Deputy Mayor
Lisa Adubato, in the election for
township committee on Tuesday,
November 4.

The main priorities the Demo-
cratic candidates would pursue if
elected are opening the lines of
communication between the
township committee and the resi-
dents and business owners of

Cranford, stopping overdevelop-
ment, lobbying to hire a full-time
township engineer, and being
proactive in the fight against
building an athletic field on Union
County College’s (UCC) Cranford
campus.

Mr. McCarthy has lived in
Cranford for 13 years with his
wife, Liz, and two boys, who are
in Hillside Avenue School. He is
an Information Technology (IT)
specialist responsible for prob-
lem-solving large corporate IT
infrastructure issues for the com-
pany EMC. He is a member of the
Board for Calvary Lutheran Day
Care in Cranford and coaches
both of his sons on the Cranford
Baseball Softball League.

Mr. Salvatore grew up in New-
ark and moved to Cranford in
2008. He has three children, a
son and a daughter in Hillside
Avenue School, and a daughter
who is in medical school. He and
his wife, Denise, attend St.
Michael’s Church. He is a mem-
ber of the Union County Planning
Board. He is a coach and volun-
teer for the Cranford Baseball
Softball League and a past Grand
Knight of Union Council Knights
of Columbus. He also volunteers
his time helping the
handicapped.He works for a ma-
jor retail chain.

Opening lines of communica-
tion was something both candi-
dates felt needed to be changed
in the township committee. “I
am interested in communication.
People see a disconnect with
themselves and the town. They
feel misinformed,” Mr. Salvatore
said.

Another topic of interest is hir-
ing back a full-time engineer.
Earlier this year, the township
committee replaced its full-time
township engineer Richard
Marsden, Jr. with a part-time
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