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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD —As the fire de-
partment bids farewell to Fire
Captains Frank Genova and Dan
Thorn, who served over 25 years
on the department, it made six
appointments, effective Novem-
ber 1, to the department at
Tuesday’s official township com-
mittee meeting. Four officers
were promoted, with Daniel
Czehand and Dean Russamano
advancing to the rank of captain.

Leo Schaeffer and Steven
DiPaolowere advanced to the
rank of lieutenant. Joseph Kopf
and Aaron DeNigris were hired
as Probationary Firefighters.

The source of funding for the
replacement of pavers along the
downtown sidewalks that have
been uneven and pose a tripping
hazard was discussed at the con-
ference session.

In 2012, the township allocated
$30,000 of capital funds to re-
place pavers and in 2013, the
township allocated another
$30,000 to replace pavers, an
amount that was half of the fund-
ing the Downtown Management
Corporation (DMC) requested
each year, Mayor Andis Kalnins
said.

“Taxpayer funds should not be
subsidizing (Special Improve-
ment District) funds,” Commis-
sioner Tom Hannen, Jr. said.

The township also approved the
DMC request to install a black
metal fence on the North Union
Avenue side of Parking Lot 1 and
on Miln Street at the parking lot.
It will match the fence style in-
stalled near the North Avenue
train station that was set up to
deter pedestrians from crossing
the street in the middle of Wal-
nut Avenue. Mr. Hannen said at
the official meeting that he and
another commissioner opposed

the fences at the parking lots.
“In a time when brick pavers in

our downtown are in serious need
of repair, the allocation of SID
funds for a fence for decorative
purposes I don’t think is the ap-
propriate use of those funds,”
Mr. Hannen said. He asked resi-
dents to e-mail him, at T-
Hannen@cranfordnj.org, their
thoughts on this issue.

“What did sell me on the fence
was one of the things of mainte-
nance we need downtown is the
screening of bushes in the down-
town, with putting the fence in
place comes the landscaping…so
the fence would protect the land-
scaping we so badly need,” Mayor
Kalnins said. His second reason
for approving the fence was that
the members of the DMC, made
up of business owners and resi-
dents, unanimously agreed a
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PROUD...Family and friends attend the Cranford Township Committee meet-
ing Tuesday as six appointments were made to the fire department. The
appointments are:  Captain Daniel Czeh, Captain Dean Russamano, Lieutenant
Leo Schaeffer, Lieutenant Steven DiPaolo, Probationary Firefighter Joseph
Kopf and Probationary Aaron DeNigris.

fence was desirable.
An exercise to further define

the role of the township adminis-
trator in an ordinance has been
underway during the workshop
sessions. In those sessions, Com-
missioner Mary O’Connor has put
forward a template document
taken from another municipality
as a starting point and has asked
for commissioners to give input
as to how to shape it to reflect
the role in Cranford. She has said
this would satisfy the requests
that resulted from a charter study
advisory group.

“I don’t feel the role of the
township administrator needs to
be refined at this time,” Mr.
Hannen said.

“I believe there are changes in
this proposed ordinance that
would be of concern to the resi-
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Garwood BOE, Teachers
Reach Bargaining Impasse

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The board of edu-
cation and teachers’ union have
reached an impasse in collective
bargaining negotiations and will
proceed to mediation to resolve
the dispute, board members were
told Tuesday.

This will be the third straight
cycle that the contract negotia-
tions have gone to mediation.
About two dozen members of the
Garwood Education Association
(GEA) – all clad in red shirts —
attended the meeting in a show
of unity, GEA Co-President Patti
Elias said.

Tuesday’s meeting had tense
moments, highlighted by Lisa
Marano – a PTA member and
mother of an eighth-grade Lin-
coln School student — who criti-
cized the GEA members for a
similar act of solidarity that she
claimed had occurred during
school hours.

Ms. Marano said the teachers’
union members wore black “ev-
ery Friday,” upsetting her daugh-
ter, who thought the display was
a memorial for someone who
had died.

After Ms. Elias spoke on behalf
of her membership to say many
of the teachers worked on school-
related projects outside of con-
tract hours, Ms. Marano again
rose to chastise them for not
participating in the Walk to School
Day, which she said the students
look forward to.

Ms. Elias said the lack of par-
ticipation was due to a New Jer-
sey Education Association rec-
ommendation over liability.

The teachers’ three-year con-
tract expired June 30. The board
of education and union had been

negotiating since January or Feb-
ruary, Board Attorney John
Geppert said. Mr. Geppert said
the impasse was over salaries
and other issues, which he did
not specify.

He said the GEA likely will file
notification of an impasse with
the New Jersey Public Employ-
ment Relations Commission,
which will assign a mediator. That
typically takes about two months,
Mr. Geppert said.

Since New Jersey law bars
teachers from going on strike,
the current contract remains in
force until a new one is reached.

The board also heard from about
a dozen parents of first-grade
students, who expressed con-
cern over class size. Jennifer
Blumenstock said the first grade
was split into two classes of 25
and 26 children, forcing the stu-
dents to share supplies and re-
ducing the individual attention
given to each.

She asked for a commitment
from the board to form a com-
mittee of board members and
parents to address the matter.

Board President Christine
Guerriero said the supply issue
would need to be addressed
quickly but that the longer-term
issue would first have to be ad-
dressed by the standing commit-
tees. Superintendent Teresa
Quigley said she was unaware of
any supply issues and when asked,
Ms. Blumenstock said she knew
that there was a book shortage.

Ms. Quigley said more books
had been ordered.

But Ms. Guerriero also said that
the board would have a response
by the November meeting.

Other parents also spoke, ex-
pressing concern that as more
young families moved into town
the classroom size issue would
worsen.
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