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l'ennemi du journaliste

SCHETELICH RUNS FOR 4 TDs; LEONARD 56 YD TD FUMBLE RETURN; McGOVERN 84-YD TD

Cougars Rise to 6-0, Trample Hillside Comet Gridders, 40-6
Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One week after knocking the
Voorhees Vikings from the ranks
of the unbeaten, the Cranford
High School Cougars football
team upped its record to 6-0 with
a 40-6 trampling of the Hillside
Comets in Hillside on October
18.

Junior quarterback Jack
Schetelich made the Hillside end
zone seem like home as he pen-
etrated it four times with respec-
tive touchdown runs of two yards,
10 yards, 49 yards and a capping
90-yard touchdown sprint.
Schetelich finished with 203 rush-
ing yards on just 11 carries. He
also completed five of eight
passes for 37 yards.

The Cougars totaled 460 yards
with 357 yards on the ground
and 103 in the air. On a fake
punt, junior Joe Norton initiated
a 66-yard pass play to senior
wide receiver Donte Anderson
(10 yards plus a 56-yard fumble
recovery and run into the end
zone by Sean Leonard). Norton
also had a seven-yard reception
and kicked four points after touch-
down.

The Cougars had the luxury of
using several of their reserves on
offense. Sophomore running back
Brian McGovern carried twice for
92 yards, which included an 84-
yard touchdown run in the fourth
quarter. Sophomore Patrick Hoey
had four carries for 19 yards and
senior Jake Palumbo carried three
times for 11 yards. Veteran se-
nior Luke Christiano had five car-

ries for 26 yards and had one
reception for minus two yards,
and veteran Donavin Walker had
three carries for 11 yards. Senior
wide receiver Eric Donahue had
three receptions for 32 yards.

The Comets were limited to
146 total yards, 88 in the air and

58 on the ground thanks to the
stubborn Cougars’ defensive
swarming. Quarterback Fazion
Rock completed nine of 18 passes
for 85 yards, which included two
interceptions. Quarterback Kevin
Miller completed one pass for
three yards. Roger Bryant had a

36-yard reception. Josh Graham
had four receptions for 34 yards,
Dan Nunez had two for 12 yards

and John Mays had three for six
yards. Running back Christian
Branch carried 13 times for 38
yards, including a five yard TD.
Rock carried five times for 13
yards.

Senior defensive back Kevin
Trotter made six tackles and as-

sisted on
t w o .
Christiano
made four
t a c k l e s ,
assisted on
three and
added an
intercep-
tion. Junior
defensive
back Sean
L e o n a r d
made four
t a c k l e s ,
and junior
defensive
l i n e m a n
Will Fries
made two
t a c k l e s
with a sack
and a
throw for a
loss, and
assisted on
two. Line-
man Nick
B a l l a s
made a
tackle and
assisted on
three, line-
b a c k e r
C o l i n
S c a n l o n
had four

assisted tackles and linebacker
Niko Cappello had a solo tackle
and assisted on 10.

McGovern made two tackles,
while Hoey and Anderson each
had one, and Lucas Ramadan

had one tackle throw for a loss.
Linebacker Mike Palumbo had a
sack and two assisted tackles.
Sophomore defensive back Ryan
Bakie had one tackle, two as-
sisted tackles and an intercep-
tion. Jake Matthews had two as-
sisted tackles, Ethan Tom had
three assists and Donahue had a
solo tackle and an assist.

The Cougars’ first touchdown
drive covered 77 yards on 11
plays, concluded with Schetelich’s
two-yard scoot into the end zone.
The two-point conversion attempt
failed. Later in the first quarter,
Christiano made an interception
that set up a five-play, 26-yard
scoring drive when Schetelich
sprinted 10 yards for the touch-
down early in the second quarter,
making the score, 13-0. Hillside’s
Branch answered with a five-yard
touchdown run, making the score
at the half, 13-6.

In the third quarter, Schetelich
capped a four-play, 57-yard
march with his 49-yard touch-
down run to up the score to 20-
6, then Norton, on a fake punt,
passed to Anderson, who fumbled
after a 10-yard gain. Leonard
recovered the fumble and
sprinted 56 yards for the touch-
down.

In the fourth quarter, it took
only one play when Schetelich
found the seams and dashed 90
yards for the touchdown then the
final touchdown took only two
plays when McGovern outran the
Comets and soared 84 yards for
the touchdown.

The Cougars host Delaware
Valley tomorrow, Friday, Octo-
ber 24, at 7 p.m.
Cranford   6   7 14 13 40
Hillside   0   6   0   0 6

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Sophomore Connor Fitch was the top finisher for Cranford
with a personal best at the Union County Conference Cross-Country championships last week. Senior Beth
Fulton continues to be a strong force on both offense and defense on the varsity volleyball team and will
help the Cougars as they head into the Union County Tournament this week.
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