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Understandable Why Obama Chose
A Lawyer As Ebola Czar

When I say “Ebola Crisis” I am not
referring to, nor am I purporting that
the Ebola crisis is a pandemic, an
epidemic, or a health crisis of any
kind within U.S. borders.

When I say “Ebola Crisis” I am
referring to the lying, the cover-up,
the incompetence, the outright disre-
gard for Americans’ lives and well
being, including the lives and well-
being of medical professionals, health
care workers, first responders, and
other Americans who may or may
not have been affected or infected
with Ebola, because of the Obama
Administration’s complete bungling
of this precarious situation.

What proponents and opponents
or critics of Klain have to understand
is WHO is appointing the Ebola Czar,
presumably to improve the botched
handling of the Ebola crisis here in
the U.S. It is perfectly understand-
able why Obama has appointed a
lawyer to that position.

In light of the many legal ramifica-
tions his administration is facing be-
cause of the heretofore alleged

botchings with regard to Ebola mat-
ters, the numbers of plaintiffs and
lawyers, (not to mention the numer-
ous congressional oversight commit-
tee members in front of whom the
“czar” will be required to testify) that
will be lining up to demand the ac-
countability and impending incar-
ceration of those responsible for nega-
tively impacting the lives of parents,
wives, husbands, children with re-
spect to Ebola, will be extensive in-
deed.

Who else would a President who
has a track record of seeking to dis-
place blame, responsibility, and ac-
countability choose as Ebola czar,
but a lawyer, especially since the
number one and number two lawyers
that run cover for the President at the
Justice Department are currently on
the way out?

Hint: It’s not you, nor your family,
nor your health and well being he’s
concerned about.

Mark Grabowski
Clark

Garwood GOP Should Not Scare
Residents During Halloween

I know that it is Halloween season,
but that is no reason for the Garwood
Tea Party Republicans to scare bor-
ough residents with their recent “Set-
ting the Record Straight” flyer. The
headline reads, “Since 2000, prop-
erty taxes in Garwood have almost
doubled while services have been
reduced or taken away.” I believe that
one must take into account the full
picture in order to make a judgment
on issues, and I ask Garwood resi-
dents’ indulgence to let me try to set
the full record straight. I trust resi-
dents will look at all the facts and the
big picture and not be scared into
voting for the Republican candidates.

A review of the 2000 U.S. census
records shows that the median value
of homes sold in Garwood was
$181,500. Review of the 2010 cen-
sus shows that the median value of
Garwood homes sold was $386,000.
Wow! House values went up 213
percent – they more than doubled,
too! This means that house values
went up even more than taxes.

Our property taxes simply kept pace
with our house values. I understand
that some residents bought at the
height of the market; their house value
may not be what they paid, and this is
of no solace to them. But this situa-
tion is not unique to Garwood – all
Americans have suffered post 9-11
and Great Recession effects – and I
wish the Republicans would give all
the facts, and not half-a-loaf.

Everything else – except the aver-
age working man’s salary – has also
increased in that time. Gasoline was
less than $2.00/gallon in 2000; it too
doubled to almost $4 before falling
recently. We pay more for ice cream
and orange juice than we did in 2000,
and the food industry has reduced the
64 oz. half-gallon size to 45 to 48
ounces! Cereal box and coffee can
sizes have decreased, but the price
has increased. This can be stated with
almost every grocery item that exists.
Why haven’t the Republicans com-
plained about that?

The tax comparison is also ludi-
crous. It states that taxes in 80 NJ
towns have stayed flat or decreased;
that mean that 485 – or 85 percent –
have increased taxes. Garwood is not
alone in having an increase. A look at
their selected community statistics
shows even more strangeness. West
Orange’s population is 43,629;
Garwood’s is 4,521. Ridgewood’s
median household income is
$146,977; Garwood’s is $76,061.
Summit’s per-capital income is
$70,135; Garwood’s is $34,972.
Glassboro and Cherry Hill have lower
median taxes – $6,134 and $7,508

respectively, while we pay $7,643,
but are the Republicans offering to
move to Camden County? The me-
dian household value in both of those
towns – $202,712 and $240,701 – is
less than Garwood’s at $359,557.
Most of those communities also pay
taxes at a higher percentage of their
household value than we do.

Are the Republicans seriously com-
paring Garwood to these towns? They
didn’t compare us. Fanwood is the
most similar town in close proximity;
Fanwood residents pay higher taxes
– $9,567 in 2011.

The flyer also does not state how
these 80 towns were able to keep
taxes flat. Did they act like Cranford
and Westfield and separate out gar-
bage and sewer costs so that the taxes
themselves decreased, but the resi-
dents actually pay more in total for
their services? Did a large commer-
cial/mixed-use development come on
line to defray taxes? Did they get an
increase in state aid? As we all know,
statistics can be so easily manipu-
lated to show what one wants to say.

In closing, I think it needs to be
said that the 2014 tax increase – due
to the needs to hire an additional
police officer, provide increased
LOSAP rates for our volunteer fire-
men, provide for future redevelop-
ment, and maintain a surplus at rates
recommended by municipal profes-
sionals – was $39. That’s 0.10 a day.
The Republicans state that residents
are leaving town because they can’t
afford the tax increase? People move
for many reasons – family needs,
retirement choices, jobs. I don’t see a
mad dash out of town. From 2003 to
2013, Garwood had the 6th lowest
tax increase among all Union County
towns. Borough residents also re-
ceived the benefits of a new school
addition and library during this time.
Even with tax increase, Garwood’s
taxes remain in the middle third of
Union County, towns whose residents
pay higher taxes bound us, and we
continue to have garbage and sewer
costs included in our tax bill. The
borough provides police, fire, emer-
gency, and public works services, as
well as for senior citizen and recre-
ation needs. Garwood remains a town
into which people are moving; a town
in which an investment will return
profit, and a safe, friendly commu-
nity in which to live.

I believe that most of us agree with
those statements. And the Democratic
team of Lombardo-Petruzzeli –
Todisco will make sure it stays that
way.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood Councilman

I Embrace Being A Member of
The Garwood Establishment

I would like to thank Bill Connelly
and the Pointe Board for allowing
Garwood’s Democratic Team to in-
troduce ourselves and take questions
from the residents last week. It is
always a pleasure to meet our neigh-
bors, both long-standing Garwoodians
and newcomers to our borough.

Many residents came to the may-
oral candidate discussion, but for
those of you who couldn’t be there,
here is a short recap of why I am
running for mayor.

When Garwood was separated
from larger towns in 1903, it was
mostly blue collar, and the industrial
hub of Union County. Although
Garwood has changed with the times,
its history must be honored while
moving forward.

I have lived in Garwood for 39 years
and I am committed to serve not only
to our multi-generational families, but
also the new comers, as I once was,
who moved here because they were
attracted to our small town charm and
strong sense of community.

My record clearly demonstrates
that I am a committed public servant
of our great town, having served
Garwood as councilman for 21 con-
secutive years until 2007, under both
Republican and Democratic mayors
and bipartisan councils.

Having a Bachelor’s Degree from
Fairleigh Dickson University in Busi-
ness Management and a Master’s
Degree from Kean University in Pub-
lic Administration, I am confident
that my experience and commitment
to the community has given me the
tools to solve our town’s future chal-
lenges. I am also confident that my
running mates and I, with our com-
bined 30 years of government ser-
vice, will fight tirelessly to protect
the interests of our community.

Unlike my adversary, I have the in-
sight that comes with serving the com-
munity on its many committees and
boards. Unlike my adversary, I have
sought and will continue to seek solu-
tions to our town’s challenges. If elected,
I will promote positive leadership and
stability to make Garwood even greater.

Over the past several weeks, my
team and I have campaigned door-to-
door. We met many of the families
who “built” Garwood who are still
here and want to stay. To preserve
this, Garwood’s leadership must stand
up to those who only offer negative
politics and empty promises, with no
real plans or goals.

In his literature, my opponent has
sought to taint the term “establish-
ment” as a four-letter word. I am
proud to be a member of the estab-
lishment that fostered needed devel-
opment in Garwood. I embrace being
a member of the establishment that
gave our children a new school and
library. I am honored at being a mem-
ber of the establishment that brought
Garwood its very own Home Depot
and ShopRite retail centers. In fact,
the establishment also approved the
beautiful Pointe housing development
and will soon open its athletic com-
plex for all Garwood’s residents to
enjoy. We are the establishment whose
ideas have delivered positive results
for Garwood.

As your mayor, I will continue to
embrace positive change and work
on unavoidable state mandates. My
primary goal, however, will be to

always protect the interests of the
residents and preserve the “heritage”
of our town. The Democratic team
can and will do that. We have the
knowledge, courage, and the com-
mitment to succeed.

A good friend, and former council-
man, once told me jokingly – “being
on Council is only two meetings a
month” to which I responded, “not if
you want the job to be done right and
fairly.” The position of mayor is even
more demanding and not the place
for on-the-job training. No one starts
at the top and succeeds. You need to
have been tested and committed at
lower levels before you can expect to
even approach success at the top.

Although it is considered a part-
time job, being mayor definitely re-
quires a full-time commitment. I have
missed many birthdays, anniversaries,
sport events and special family occa-
sions because of my devotion and
commitment while on council. Amaz-
ingly, my family fully supports my
running for higher office. For that, I
am eternally grateful to my wife and
family for fully supporting me in the
past and during this election. I take the
oath of office very seriously, even
though I know it will mean missing
out on some family time – again.

Throughout our campaign, the
Democratic team has distributed lit-
erature that includes our contact in-
formation. Even before the election,
I would encourage you to call and or
e-mail me with your concerns. I al-
ways appreciate hearing from our
residents. I will get answers for you.
The residents of Garwood deserve
solid answers for Garwood’s future
and not scare tactics.

Throughout my career as past coun-
cilman, and also more recently, I have
seen first-hand, the problems facing
the mayor and council, both from
external and internal forces. These
economic times are difficult. Our
borough must continue its transpar-
ent leadership and work for its resi-
dents while keeping a tight budget,
and not forsaking services. Fiscal re-
sponsibility must be foremost in the
mind of any mayor, and challenging
times often require difficult decisions.
As your mayor, with your help, I will
not be afraid to make them.

It’s time for the residents of
Garwood to vote for leadership that
understands how government works.
It’s time for our residents to vote for
a leader that is willing to find con-
crete solutions to our problems, not
just identify or investigate them. It’s
time for Garwood to vote for a leader
that can work across party lines, in-
stead of alienating others on the coun-
cil with insults and personal attacks.
I can assure you that my running
mates and I, with our combined 30
years of government service, will fight
tirelessly to protect the interests of
our community.

We are a team with ideas that have
delivered results for Garwood. Its
leadership must stand up to those
who only offer negative politics and
empty promises. As your mayor, I
will work tirelessly for the better-
ment of our great town. Garwood
deserves no less.

Charles Lombardo
Candidate (D)

For Garwood Mayor

Infighting, Inexperience, Hypocrisy or
Vote for The Garwood DEM Team

Mr. Piarulli, the Republican candi-
date for mayor in Garwood, made
many contradictory and false state-
ments in his debate at the Pointe and
in his interview with The Westfield
Leader. The residents of Garwood
deserve the truth.

First of all, Mr. Piarulli stated in an
interview with The Westfield Leader
that the Garwood GOP is not split
because they “swept in the primary.”
Does he not realize that Carol Kearney
and Gene Jannotti were elected as
district leaders in the primary? Both
are members of the previous GOP,
not the Conservative Republican
Party of the mayoral c a n d i -
date and Councilman Jim Mathieu.

Also, residents of Garwood can
clearly see the Republicans have sepa-
rate campaign lawn signs. Does he
not realize that Carol Kearney is run-
ning on the Republican ticket just as
he is? If they are united, why two
separate signs? If they cannot work
together within their own party, how
can they be expected to work in a
bipartisan manner to get things ac-
complished?

Mr. Piarulli said at the debate that
he will “interview all borough em-
ployees,” and implied he will not
keep them if they do not agree with
his vision. Does he not realize that
most borough employees are either
union or protected workers? If he
pressures them out of their position
or fires them, he will single-handedly
find himself and the borough in a
very costly lawsuit. The statement
made at the debate is very dangerous
and shows how detrimental inexperi-
ence can be in the position of mayor.

Also, Mr. Piarulli says in The
Westfield Leader interview that he
wants spending more than the previ-
ous year to stop, but stated at the
debate that he completely supports
the hiring of a 16th police officer. You
cannot have it both ways. Adding an
additional officer comes at a price.

It seems as though both Mayoral
Candidate Piarulli and his GOP Chair-

man Mathieu actually support spend-
ing money, but do not offer any spend-
ing cuts to counterbalance it. Again,
you cannot have it both ways.

When asked about keeping taxes
flat, Mr. Piarulli responded by saying,
“Look at what other towns are doing.”
What if it doesn’t work for Garwood?
“Generate revenue from other places.”
What places? He doesn’t mention any.
“Look at the best practices” – Whose?
“Have my budget committee look into
it.” Again, passing the responsibility
onto others when it should be his. He
provides no plans, no ideas, and no
solutions.

Garwood voters have a choice to
make on November 4th between a
Republican Party of infighting, inex-
perience, and hypocrisy or a Demo-
cratic Team of bipartisanship, expe-
rience, and sincerity.

Ann Tarantino, Pres.
Garwood Council

Ceding To Councilman Mathieu’s
Wishes, I Named Mike Martin

A letter written to the local press by
Sal Piarulli, Republican candidate for
mayor in Garwood, was critical of
me because I am a renter. Further, he
was critical of my balancing out the
finance committee with a renter even
after the now GOP Party Chairman
Jim Mathieu had repeatedly urged
that this committee needed to remain
bipartisan.

Ceding to Councilman Mathieu’s
wishes, I named  Mike Martin, a duly
elected council member. He was the
only one who could have been put on
the committee. He was the lone Re-
publican remaining on the council
who was eligible for the task. (It
should be noted that the members of
the finance committee have exten-
sive contact with the borough admin-
istrator and Mr. Mathieu was the sub-
ject of a lawsuit against him by the
borough administrator at that time.

Therefore it was ill advised for him
to be on or chair any committee where
extensive interaction with her was
required.).

Mr. Piarulli stated in a letter which
appeared in the Cranford Chronicle
on May 27, 2014 that as renters/non
property owners: “The current mayor,
a renter who does not directly pay our
borough’s property taxes, appointed
two fellow renters to this committee
this year who also do not pay prop-
erty taxes. That is unacceptable and
the people of Garwood deserves bet-
ter.”

That we as renters “do not feel the
results of their own decisions,” which
implies that renters should not be on
certain committees because unlike
he and his wife and other residents
we do not have, as he himself es-
poused, “young children “or “skin in
the game” and a vested interest in

keeping Garwood affordable for years
to come.

I cannot believe that I would have
to point out that I have raised seven
children including an autistic child
just as he has, so I am well aware of
the cost of raising children and also
consider my family to have plenty of
“skin in the game” when our rent is
raised $75 a month and not $39 a
year.

It should be pointed out that at the
mayoral forum the other evening Mr.
Piarelli, jettisoning into damage con-
trol, proudly pointed out that his
brother is a renter as is his mother and
yes they are a part of the community,
but unlike the other candidate, he did
not answer the question fully.

Mr. Lombardo stated that renters
have a vested interest in the commu-
nity and landlords do pass on tax
increases to tenants who would be
viable members to serve on boards
and committees. Also he went on to
say that we have many renters in
Garwood and all of the different
groups of residents are what make
Garwood, well Garwood.

Piarulli is flip-flopping all over the
grid and is insulting to renters and
taking his original writings into con-
sideration is giving a put down to
those residents who’s children are
grown, or who do not have children
whether by choice or by chance be-
cause they also should not be holding
office or, according to him, voting on
fiscal matters. One has to wonder if
that includes his family or just the
rest of us and what the Sunday family
dinner would be like if he told his
mother or brother that they do not
have “skin in the game.”

Pat Quattrocchi
Mayor of Garwood
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A Part of Fellowship 
Senior Living

8000 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
www.FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

The setting of our one-of-a-kind
community is second to none in
North Jersey
Our traditional American
community with gabled roofs
and inviting porches is situated
on 72 scenic acres.

A vibrant, active lifestyle
Outstanding dining options, stimulating cultural,
educational and social opportunities as well as health,
fitness and wellness programs.

Tried and true
A trusted and much sought after, not-for-profit
continuing care retirement community with a solid
financial position.

Outstanding on-site healthcare
Peace of mind knowing that the area’s 
most complete continuum of healthcare 
services is on-site.

Like us on

Call 877-395-1715 for the
date of our next public

event, more information 
or a personal tour.

Stands Out from the Rest

Where staff and neighbors share
your core values

Fellowship 
Village

Comparing Retirement Communities?


