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SP Dems
would be items on their agenda.

Improving the downtown would start
with communicating with the residents and
local business owners, as well as develop-
ers to generate ideas as to the direction they
would like to see the downtown go in.

“We need to build a downtown that
represents us well. We are not there. We
have for many years tried to do so with little
to no improvement. It is not acceptable that
we continue this way,” Ms. Bianco said.

Also, sprucing up the outside appear-
ance of the downtown, such as benches,
lighting and new sidewalks was imperative
to modernizing the look of the downtown
to what Mr. Del Sordi described as “1960s.”

Town events were also something Ms.
Bianco said needed to be expanded upon
and would bring additional patrons to down-
town businesses.

Fanwood and Scotch Plains had been
discussing merging their police depart-
ments, although discussions have stalled.
The Republican candidates said they would
support a police merger, but not a joint
meeting.

“It was going to save the taxpayer a
substantial amount of money. No one was
going to lose their job. We were going to
have the same boots on the ground, if not
more,” Mr. Del Sordi said. “I personally
think a police merger is something that
needs to be talked about, but right now I
think it is off the table. I think the reality is
we need to talk about merging other depart-
ments. We need to start smaller.”

Mr. Del Sordi suggested sharing equip-
ment that Union County houses at public
works and engineering department build-
ing in Scotch Plains.

This year, a $1.5-million capital ordi-
nance was defeated two times by 3-2 votes.
The ordinance would funded equipment
purchases, and other infrastructure improve-
ments. A fourth is needed to pass bond
ordinances. Republicans supported the or-
dinance while Democrats did not.

“Buying new equipment that we don’t
have people to run, that is squandering
taxpayers’ money,” Mr. Del Sordi said.

The candidates agreed that negotiations
should have taken place. “It was an all or
nothing. That isn’t how things get done,”
Ms. Bianco said.

As a way to minimize expenditures, Ms.
Bianco said the township should seek out
grant money.

Mayor Glover this year supported a zero
increase in the budget, and all three Demo-
cratic candidates said they would have sup-
ported that opinion.

“I think that was being fiscally respon-
sible to the residents of Scotch Plains…as
long as we keep everything in check,” Mr.
Del Sordi said.

“We had a large surplus last year — it
wouldn’t have affected our residents going
down the line years later,” Ms. Checchio
said.

When asked about their opinion on pen-
sion credits available to officials who moved
up from the local level, all three candidates
said they would need more information on
the topic to make an informed decision.

When it came to health benefits being
offered to township council members
[Mayor Glover and Councilman Vastine
currently receive them], Mr. Del Sordi and
Ms. Bianco said they would need to further
evaluate the cost once in office.

“I wouldn’t want to begrudge anyone
who needs health benefits… I wouldn’t
want to see anyone go without it,” Ms.
Checchio said.

“But there are probably bigger issues
that would take our primary focus over this
one,” Ms. Bianco added.

The township has seen a high turnover of
its manager position over the last four years.
The candidates were asked their opinion of
how they viewed the new manager, Jerry
Giaimis, and if the position should have
more stability than what has been seen in
recent history.

“I think our residents want
answers…There should be answers to any
of the questions and a lot of times there
isn’t,” Ms. Checchio said.

The candidates had attempted to set up a
meeting with Mr. Giaimis, but he had not
responded to their messages, Mr. Del Sordi
said.

“I am little amazed that he didn’t reach
out to our e-mails,” Mr. Del Sordi said.

“Stability is great as long as that person
is a representative of our town’s goals,” Ms.
Bianco added.

not the year to do that, it will be in two
years,” when Mr. Glover will be up for
re-election, Mr. Vastine said.

The Democrats voted against, thereby
defeating, a $1.5-million capital bond
ordinance to appropriate funding for new
police vehicles, a new HVAC system at
the library, new equipment for the public
works and recreation departments, as well
as finance environmental studies and ini-
tial remediation at the former Terry-Lou
Zoo property and initial clean-up of the
pond at Brookside Park.

The Democrats gave no public reason-
ing for their vote in May against the
capital bond ordinance. In September,
Councilwoman Colleen Gialanella asked
the council to revise the capital bond
ordinance that would remove some items
to be funded.

“Their goal is to obstruct for political
purposes…,” Mr. Jones said.

“We don’t come at this as a perspective
as Republicans and Democrats. We come
at this of a perspective as we are citizens
of Scotch Plains. We are trying to do
what is in the best interest of Scotch
Plains,” Mr. Jones said.

Mr. Marcus said he switched parties
because of his “dissatisfaction” with the
conduct and decision-making of the
Scotch Plains Democratic council mem-
bers, specifically the resignation of Town
Manager Henry Underhill and cutting
the library budget.

“I did not see it as a good reflection
upon what our residents need for our
town,” Mr. Marcus said.

Over the course of four years, Scotch
Plains has had a high turnover in its town
manager position, with three town man-
agers and one interim manager coming
and going. Jerry Giaimis was hired as
town manager last June.

“…That is simply too many manag-
ers,” Mr. Marcus said.

“The important thing is that we work
together and that we try to support one
another for the benefit of the town and
that we not engage in behavior that un-
dermines each other. I regret to say you
have seen behavior that has undermined
the office of the town manager,” Mr.
Marcus said.

All three candidates support imple-
menting a joint police department with
Fanwood, but oppose a joint meeting,
where a joint committee oversees the
department, as part of a merger. Cost,
duplicity, and the entity is statutorily not
bound by the state’s imposed 2-percent
cap, were main reasons they oppose the
joint meeting.

“We would be paying 75 percent of the
cost, with potentially one-third of [the]
say,” Mr. Jones said.

“It is in Fanwood’s best interest to use
a joint meeting style of police merger…
because it gives them an equal voice
while they only pay for one-fourth the
cost. There will be a great deal of pressure
put on the Democrats in Scotch Plains to
go along with the joint meeting at the
request of the Mayor of Fanwood,” Mr.
Vastine said.

Each council member receives a yearly
stipend of $6,000, accrue pension benefits
from the state, and have health benefits
available to them through the township.

Mr. Vastine said, “For a long time
there was a belief that you were not, after
2009 or 2010, you were not eligible for
health benefits if you were a part-time
employee. The township attorney last
year wrote a legal opinion that it was
indeed not the case unless you were on
the state benefit plan.”

Less than a year ago, Mr. Vastine
signed up for health benefits throughout
the township as a result of losing his job.
“I have small kids at home. I had to make
a decision — do I take what is legally and
rightfully available to me for hopefully
the shortest period of time possible or do
I not. In the end, voters have to decide if
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the leadership I provided on the council
justifies that or not. I will say the mayor
has taken benefits and does not have
small kids for the eight years he has been
on the governing body.”

Mr. Jones and Mr. Marcus do not
accept the health benefits from the town-
ship. “I would say …if voters are think-
ing, ‘Are we going to save a lot of money
by not electing Marcus, Vastine and Jones
to the council because of the health ben-
efits,’ then I would point out to the fact
that the mayor has taken them for eight
years compared to a small period Bo has
had them… I have a copy of public docu-
ment that shows Councilwoman (Col-
leen) Gianella has asked for reimburse-
ment for not taking the benefit,” Mr.
Jones said. He questioned if that mental-
ity would be the same mentality of their
Democratic candidates.

In regards to the township council mem-
bers accruing pension, Mr. Jones said,
“Hypothetically I would be fine with do-
ing away with it if it is there. But I’m not
sure if it is there or not.” Mr. Marcus said,
“Whatever the law is, the law is.”

SP-F BOE Awards Tenured
Teachers, Administrators

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At the start of
last Thursday evening’s Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education meeting,
27 teachers and four administrators were
honored by a packed audience of their
peers for earning tenure status within the
district.

Administrators Noel Baxter, Deborah
Belfield, Brooke Kaska-Esposito and
Diane Peneno were tenured as well as
two teachers from Brunner School, one
each from Coles and Evergreen Schools,
three each from School One and special
services, six each from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) and Park
Middle School and five from Terrill
Middle School.

During this presentation, Terrill Middle
School Principal Kevin Holloway was
also honored for his achievement of re-
cently being named Visionary Leader of
the Year at the secondary level by the
New Jersey Principals and Supervisors
Association.

According to his award, Mr. Holloway
has been recognized for improving the
school schedule at Terrill, which sup-
ports an enhanced advisory program as
well as writing workshops and math ex-
ploration courses.

Board of Education members along
with Schools Superintendent Margaret
Hayes also read a resolution honoring all
Scotch Plains-Fanwood district princi-
pals, as October is deemed “National
Principals Month.”

To conclude the program, SPFHS se-
nior Cole Weber was honored for his
recent achievement of earning the Bob

Scott Award for his efforts in leading the
SPFHS lacrosse team to its first confer-
ence championship in school history last
season. The award recognizes a high-
school senior who truly honors the game
of lacrosse and supports his community.
It also recognizes a student as an aca-
demic role model within the school com-
munity.

During the presentation it was noted
that Cole received All Conference hon-
ors as a goalie during his sophomore
year. He was then nominated by his coach,
Nick Miceli, for the Bob Scott Award in
his junior year, which is a year ahead of
the award specifications, due to Cole’s
leadership and athletic ability.

According to the resolution, the sum-
mer before Cole’s junior year, he was
diagnosed with lymphoma and through-
out his recovery he spoke to numerous
patients and groups about the will to
succeed. He then overcame cancer and
started nearly every game of his junior
year, earning All Conference, County
and State level honors including the
NJ.com poll for Best Goalies in the State
of New Jersey.

According to the resolution, the award
is named after Bob Scott, who served as
the men’s head lacrosse coach for Johns
Hopkins from 1955 to 1974. Coach Scott
compiled a record of 158 wins and 55
losses, winning seven national champion-
ships. This coach was inducted into the
National Lacrosse Hall of Fame in 1977.

The next board meeting is scheduled for
tonight, Thursday, October 23, at 7:30
p.m., in the administration building on
Evergreen Avenue and Cedar Street in
Scotch Plains.

Courtesy of Brian Horton
AND THEY’RE OFF... Runners at the head of the pack stream up the hill on
Martine Avenue to cross the NJ Transit tracks shortly after the start of the
Fanwood 5K on Sunday.

the volunteers who run what he termed
“the wonderful programs” offered by the
township.

The mayor’s initial comments came
after Rich Duthie, an officer with the
local youth baseball league, said he was
“very concerned” about a possible dis-
banding of the commission and offered
support for Mr. Poerio, who he said was
“doing a great job.”

After the mayor’s response to Mr.
Duthie, Councilwoman Colleen
Gialanella, while calling herself “pas-
sionate about recreation,” said that there
is “a long way to go” and that “recreation
is not what it needs to be.” She criticized
the condition of the clubhouse at Shady
Rest Country Club, which is under the
purview of the recreation commission, as
well as conditions at some of the parks.
She said there is “a flaw in the system,”
but said the flaw was not the volunteers
and “not a majority of the employees.”
Mrs. Gialanella said it “may be a piece we
have to look at,” and said that perhaps the
council should look into ways to allow
the township manager to “more closely
oversee park conditions.”

Other residents spoke up in favor of
the commission and Mr. Poerio, includ-
ing Chris DeMaria, president of the soc-
cer association who pointed out the “sig-
nificant improvements” to various play-
ing fields over the past 15 years. Former
Councilman Frank Rossi, who served as
council liaison to the recreation commis-
sion during his tenure a decade ago, gave
a forceful defense of the commission’s
efforts. Mike Walsh, a member of the
commission, also spoke to defend the
commission’s efforts and, addressing the
commission’s critics, said the group tries
to “take action as quickly as possible”
when problems are discovered.

Another campaign issue that was
briefly addressed on Tuesday was the
municipal government’s use of local con-
tractors vs. contractors associated with
cooperatives that have often offered lower
rates. Irene Bartels, whose spouse is a
local electrical contractor, spoke in de-
fense of local businesses, and said that in
the case of electricians, the co-op rates
have often been higher than ones charged
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Scotch Plains Council
by local contractors. “They are skilled,
competent, professional craftsmen that
need to be defended” for their long-time
support of the community, she said.

In other business, the council approved
a salary ordinance for members of the
public works and recreation association,
the local bargaining unit for employees
of those two departments. While the vote
to approve was unanimous, Council-
woman Gialanella called it a “poor prac-
tice” for the contract not to have been
reviewed by the township’s labor coun-
sel before the council voted. She called it
“dangerous” to put negotiations “in one
person’s hands,” an apparent reference to
Township Manager Jerry Giaimis, with-
out first “running it by counsel.”

Later in the meeting, the mayor read
the contents of a letter the township had
received from the state Department of
Community Affairs that said the coun-
cil does need to approve the biweekly
bill list and that council members can
question items in the bill list and ask
that individual payments be withheld
until a project is completed. The con-
tretemps started in August when it ap-
peared that full payment was being
made to the company that was install-
ing the new pavilion at Brookside Park,
even though that project has yet to be
completed. The mayor and Mrs.
Gialanella questioned why the payment,
which appeared on the August bill list,
was being made, and Township Attor-
ney Jeffrey Lehrer, in a legal opinion a
month later, said the council did not
need to cast a formal vote to approve
bill payments, which were a function of
the manager.

After the letter from the state was read
by the Mayor on Tuesday, Mr. Lehrer
said he would contact the appropriate
state officials in an effort to have their
conclusions reversed. And Mr. Glover
and Mrs. Gialanella both questioned Mr.
Giaimis about why a letter dated October
9 and received by Mr. Giaimis’ office on
October 16 had only been provided to the
council just prior to this week’s meeting.
The manager said he had first forwarded
the letter to Mr. Lehrer’s office for legal
review before sending to the council.

Courtesy of Brian Horton
FANWOOD’S HEROES... Fanwood first responders are honored at a "Salute to
the Heroes" Saturday evening at Oh' Brian's Pourhouse on South Avenue in
Fanwood. Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, center, leads the salute with Oh'
Brian's owner Brian Walter, fourth from left. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Fanwood Rescue Squad 1st Lt. Nancy Mustachio, Fanwood Councilman and
Rescue Squad member Tom Kranz, Union County Freeholder Al Mirabella, Mr.
Walter, Mayor Mahr, Fanwood Police Sgt. Frank Marrero, Fanwood Fire Chief
John Piccola, Rescue Squad President Steve Siegal, Rescue Squad Vice-President
Jeff Downing, rear, and Tony Espinosa of the Fanwood Police Department. The
evening was presented by Guinness, which named Fanwood's first responders
Irishmen/women of the Year for New Jersey.

Residents of Scotch Plains pay the
sewer fee twice yearly outside of their tax
bill as of 2009. Mr. Marcus said he “has
an open mind” about putting out a refer-
endum asking residents if they would
prefer the fee be put back into the tax bill.

“I think residents would like to see a
better way to pay the bill,” said Mr.
Jones, who suggested an auto pay online
system should be in place.

“Merging the sewer fee back into the
current fund would not be possible with-
out significant current bond appropria-
tion reductions, or a levee cap referen-
dum,” Mr. Vastine said. “Would the tax-
payers truly want to spend $20,000 to
30,000 to have a special election on this
issue…. I don’t think you want to spend
that kind of money to find out the answer
is the same.”

“They (residents) would like to see the
sewer tax back in the bill, so it is tax-
deductible,” Ms. Bianco said.

Mr. Rossi asked Mr. Del Sordi if he
supports fully funding the library, after
the township had earlier cut funding,
forcing the library to cut its operating
hours. “We can’t compromise with the
library. I am 100 percent behind what
they do,” Mr. Del Sordi said.

Mr. Marcus, who has changed parties,
said he is in favor of changing the way
voters elect council members in Scotch
Plains from the current partisan election
to a non-partisan election, where party
labels are not used on the ballot. “The
feedback I have gotten is that most people
agree with that idea,” Mr. Marcus said.

Ms. Checchio said in a recent inter-
view that lack of services to residents by
the township has stemmed from a lack of
support of the Department of Public
Works, the staff of which she said is
down 55 percent. “I really think that by
consolidating and sharing services we
could make it better,” Ms. Checchio said.

The savings had by shopping at a
Costco versus a grocery store was the line
of reasoning Mr. Vastine had for sup-
porting the township manager’s decision
to purchase through a co-op, which Demo-
cratic council members have criticized.

“We need to make sure we are getting
the lowest price possible at all times.
There is no excuse for it,” Ms. Bianco
retorted.

When asked by Mr. Rossi what ser-
vices Ms. Bianco would like to see im-
proved in the township, she said better
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leaf pickup, more bulk trash days, repairs
of pot holes, and cleaner, safer streets.

Democrats have criticized the Repub-
licans for adding debt. Mr. Rossi asked
Mr. Jones how much debt is too much.

Mr. Jones referred to a key ratio called
net debt to equalized assessed value,
which he said is 0.47 in Scotch Plains,
and he said the state metrics describe that
rating as an “exceptional standing.” He
said the operating budget would have
paid down $1.6 million in debt, whereas
the capital bond ordinance would have
totaled $1.5 million.

Before final arguments were set forth
by each candidate, Mr. Rossi asked each
candidate their background and how that
would transfer as a council member.

As a union leader responsible for the
operation of the United Brotherhood of
Carpenters and Joiners of America, Mr.
Del Sordi said he would bring to the table
“real life work experience.”

“I have experience in preparing, ana-
lyzing, reading, understanding, negotiat-
ing and problem solving,” said Mr.
Marcus, who is an attorney. “I feel that is
essentially what we are here to do.”

As a business owner managing 90 em-
ployees, Ms. Checchio said she wears
many hats that would relate to being a
council member.

Mr. Vastine said he has 13 years on
Wall Street in sales and is a manager of
the Plainfield Area YMCA.

He then went on to cite a document that
he said states Mr. Del Sordi was cited for
flaws in financial record-keeping.

“This is why we are running because
this kind of behavior is unacceptable,”
retorted Ms. Bianco, who has 20 years of
service with AT&T.

“There is nothing to hide. There were
some discrepancies, but they were all
taken care of,” Mr. Del Sordi told The
Times after the debate.

In her experience, Ms. Bianco said she
has learned to manage people, listen,
balance budgets and solve problems. She
called herself “a team player that gets the
job done.”

Mr. Jones said his Master in Finance
degree at Carnegie Mellon, and years in
finance for Goldman Sachs and in his
own business working in the capital mar-
kets, would be key in long-term strategic
planning as two of the three township’s
bonds are due to retire in the next few
years.

Courtesy of Brian Horton
HEALTHY SNACKS... A family grabs some snacks in Fanwood's LaGrande
Park after the Fanwood 5K Sunday.
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FW CouncilOne-Seat Ride
Topic for Meeting

REGION – The Raritan Valley Rail
Coalition (RVRC) will be holding a special
Open House meeting at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, 220 Walnut Avenue, this
Monday, October 27, from 6 to 8 p.m. to
update the public on the issues surrounding
the ‘one seat’ ride initiative. New Jersey
Transit’s decision to not roll out the after 8
p.m. weekday ‘one-seat’ service as planned
has brought this issue to the forefront.

RVRC is a non-profit, bi-partisan advo-
cacy group that was established in 1998
primarily to advocate for a ‘one seat’ ride
into New York Penn Station for the Raritan
Valley Rail Line. Partial deployment of
dual-powered locomotives during week-
day off peak began in March, but budget
constraints were cited by the agency as the
reason no further deployment would be
made this year.

A representative from NJ Transit will be
present along with Coalition members to
update the public regarding service along
the line and it will give the public the
opportunity to ask questions, get informa-
tion and share ideas.

He also addressed concerns that either
town would lose services or compromise
its identity should a merger ever come to
pass. “That’s not necessarily so,” he said,
“the hope is that the best practices of both
municipalities would end up being the
best practices of the combined munici-
pality.”

Councilman Jack Molenaar, who also
is on the commission, noted that even if
the study recommends a merger, no
merger can occur until approved by ma-
jorities of voters in both towns. “This is a
true grassroots effort to find out if this is
important to the community,” said Coun-
cilman Molenaar. He informed the coun-
cil that donations could be made by mail
or through the FSPCSC’s Facebook page,
and that he would be donating to the
effort himself.

In other news, Councilwoman Kathy
Mitchell reported that the Fanwood Me-
morial Library Board had met with an
architect to review plans for an update of
the library building. The library board
will be ready to present the plans to
council at the governing body’s Decem-
ber agenda meeting.

Volunteer-of-the-Month awards were
given to Margaret Chowdhury and Phyllis
Sandrock for their implementation of a
rain garden at Fanwood’s municipal
building. After accepting their awards,
the two women addressed the council
about invasive weeds that are endanger-
ing Fanwood’s six-acre Nature Center.
The weeds are considered invasive be-
cause they are not native to this area and
local animals, such as deer, will not eat
them.

Although Boy Scouts have historically
helped to weed the area, with poison ivy
rampant in the center, it would not be safe
to employ their help now. Ms. Chowdhury
encouraged the council to consider hir-
ing a goat herder, who currently works
with Reeves-Reed Arboretum in Sum-
mit, to bring goats in to demolish the
invasive weeds. The goats would be
fenced in at specific areas for a limited
time period so that they could eat all the
offending plants.

Finally, two new members were ap-
proved for the Fanwood Fire Depart-
ment, Maxwell Jones and Michael Walko.
The additions bring the fire department
to 36 active members. The department
also is considering replacing some aging
equipment.

The next meeting of the Fanwood
Council will be on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 5.

RARITY...Joseph DeSantis of Scotch
Plains and his daughter, Elena, pho-
tographed this rare sight of a Bald
Eagle in the playground behind Ev-
ergreen Elementary School on Octo-
ber 17.


