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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

CF Dems Want F/T Eng.,
Stop Overdevelopment

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Democratic candi-
dates for township committee Brian
McCarthy and Robert Salvatore face
off against Republican incumbents,
Mayor Andis Kalnins and Deputy
Mayor Lisa Adubato, in the election for
township committee on Tuesday, No-
vember 4.

The main priorities the Democratic
candidates would pursue if elected are
opening the lines of communication
between the township committee and
the residents and business owners of
Cranford, stopping overdevelopment,
lobbying to hire a full-time township
engineer, and being proactive in the
fight against building an athletic field
on Union County College’s (UCC)
Cranford campus.

Mr. McCarthy has lived in Cranford
for 13 years with his wife, Liz, and two
boys, who are in Hillside Avenue
School. He is an Information Technol-
ogy (IT) specialist responsible for prob-
lem-solving large corporate IT infra-
structure issues for the company EMC.
He is a member of the Board for Cal-
vary Lutheran Day Care in Cranford
and coaches both of his sons on the
Cranford Baseball Softball League.

Mr. Salvatore grew up in Newark
and moved to Cranford in 2008. He has
three children, a son and a daughter in
Hillside Avenue School, and a daugh-
ter who is in medical school. He and his
wife, Denise, attend St. Michael’s
Church. He is a member of the Union
County Planning Board. He is a coach
and volunteer for the Cranford Base-
ball Softball League and a past Grand
Knight of Union Council Knights of
Columbus. He also volunteers his time
helping the handicapped.He works for
a major retail chain.

Opening lines of communication was
something both candidates felt needed
to be changed in the township commit-
tee. “I am interested in communica-
tion. People see a disconnect with them-
selves and the town. They feel misin-
formed,” Mr. Salvatore said.

Another topic of interest is hiring
back a full-time engineer. Earlier this
year, the township committee replaced
its full-time township engineer Rich-
ard Marsden, Jr. with a part-time con-
sultant, Carl O’Brien of Maser Con-
sulting.

“With a town our size and as many
projects as we have going on, a part-
time engineer is not the way we should
be going right now. We are a town that
has a high risk of flooding and we are
really concerned that if we don’t have
somebody in there who is not only
accessible 12 hours a week and we
don’t have somebody there who knows
the rivers, than we are going to be
putting ourselves at risk,” Mr. McCarthy
said.

Both candidates said they support
funding the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers study to mitigate flooding of the
Rahway River, and would push local,
state and federal government to sup-
port the work proposed for the Orange
Reservoir.

“We believe that would help Cran-
ford so much if we were able to control
what is coming down the river to us,”
Mr. McCarthy said.

Within the township of Cranford,
they would push to have the portion of
the Rahway River in the township de-
silted annually.

“There is money sitting there for it
and not being used,” Mr. Salvatore
said.

Another big issue they said they
would be proactive is staying abreast of
UCC’s plan to build an athletic field.
UCC proposed earlier this year to build
a field on its Cranford campus that
would clear cut over four acres of trees.
Residents on Colby Lane, who live
adjacent to the area planned for the
field, were concerned it would flood
out their neighborhood.

“The overflow of that water would
destroy Colby Lane. We have a flood-
ing problem now, so we don’t need any
added water …to attribute to that,” Mr.
Salvatore said.

This summer, Union County offered
a portion of Oak Ridge Park in Clark
for UCC to construct its field. Since
then UCC has not been in contact with
the county freeholders. Residents of
Colby Lane have said they heard a
rumor of UCC revising its location of
the field on the Cranford campus that
would place it closer to Fairview Cem-
etery adjacent to the college.

“They kept it close to the vest. That
is why we have to keep that on our
radar,” Mr. Salvatore said.

Mr. McCarthy and Mr. Salvatore
said they have been attending the UCC
board meetings. “Our opponents started
showing up after they knew we were
going there to defend our town. That is
reactive, we are proactive on this,” Mr.
Salvatore said.

Studying the various impacts of the
recent apartment complexes that have
been built in town would be on Mr.

McCarthy’s and Mr. Salvatore’s agenda
should they be elected.

“I am against the overcrowding in
town, the overdevelopment. As parents
we think that is going to be a huge
problem on our schools. … I don’t
think they took into consideration the
extra teachers that it is going to need,
the extra police and fire, the extra cov-
erage for all of those new apartments,”
Mr. Salvatore said.

“Overcrowding our streets is busy as
they have ever been. We are just trying
to make Cranford the place that people
want to grow old in,” Mr. McCarthy
added.

“Then you add in the buildings like
555 South Avenue and also Riverfront
—those are the things that as we walk
around town people are saying we are
losing our town charm. We are building
these large tenements and people liv-
ing in these small areas — what kind of
impact is that having on our infrastruc-
ture?” Mr. McCarthy said.

They also support keeping Phil Morin
as counsel on the lawsuit of the
Birchwood Avenue development. The
township is currently appealing a state
Superior Court’s 2011 decision that
approved Cranford Development As-
sociates’ (CDA) builder’s remedy law-
suit to build a 419-unit housing com-
plex at 215/235 Birchwood Avenue,
with 63 of those units being used for
affordable housing in what the town-
ship says is a wetland.

Last year, residents asked if there
was a conflict of interest with Mr. Morin
acting as legal counsel because a part-
ner in the law firm, Florio Perucci,
Steinhardt, Fader, of which he is em-
ployed by is also a developer of 555
South Avenue, another development
built from a builder’s remedy lawsuit.

“The person we have is very knowl-
edgeable in fighting that,” Mr.
McCarthy said of Mr. Morin.

The downtown area has a number of
buildings that have remained boarded
up or vacant for a long period of time.
Both candidates said an open line of
communication is key to understand-
ing how to resolve the problem and
they would actively seek out a plan of
action.

“I would like to see them brought
back to a nice façade. Looking nice and
making the town presentable,” Mr.
McCarthy said.

“I would love to sit down with the
merchants downtown and discuss their
problems… We have talked to a couple
already and one said there is a lack of
communication… We want to make
sure they know that we care and will
work with them and do whatever we
can,” Mr. Salvatore said.

As far as rolling the sewer fee back
into the tax base, both candidates said
they would ask the residents how they
felt about the issue to determine if it
should be a referendum to come up on
the ballot.

Please see the video interview at
goleader.com./services/video/

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CRANFORD CAMPAIGN...Robert Salvatore, left, and Brian McCarthy, right,
pose with Leader journalist Christina Hinke as they discuss their Democratic
candidacy for Cranford Township Committee. The interview can be seen at
www.goleader.com/services/video.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A COLLECTOR’S PARADISE...Charley Hummel shows off his collection of
Thomas Edison artifacts and memorabilia at the Hetfield House in Mountain-
side during Union  County’s 4 Centuries in a Weekend.

He said, “I am giving you my con-
sent to publicly explain why I was not
renewed as the girls varsity basketball
coach.” He further asked, “Can some-
one please tell me the reason I was not
appointed as the coach?”

At that point Mr. Kaplow said, “It is
not going to be discussed now or at any
other meeting.” Mr. Marino said, “Over
and over again I hear the word transpar-
ency. Where is the transparency here?”
He conclude by saying, “This doesn’t
make sense. Why did you do this to this
team? Why did you do this to these
girls? They deserve answers.” When he
concluded, Mr. Marino got a standing
ovation from the audience.

A host of supporters followed Mr.
Marino to the podium and told of his
dedication to the district and to his
team. They included Arlene Zavets, the
principle of Lincoln Elementary
School; Kim Schumaker, a guidance
counselor at the Roosevelt School and
the head of the Westfield Education
Association (teacher’s union); Stuart
Cary, principal of Roosevelt School,
and many other coaches, players, and
colleagues supporting him.

One woman, Cindy Gallagher, read
a statement of criticism, written by
Mitch Harrington, of Mr. Marino. It
accused him of demoralizing the play-
ers. It accused him of playing favorites.
It finished with the statement, “I want
to thank the board for recognizing a
situation that has been existing for
years.”

That statement was followed by Neil
Horn, a former teacher and coach, who
accused Mr. Mattessich of being upset
that his daughter was not played enough.

The board did not make any promise
of revisiting its decision.

The next board meeting will be Tues-
day, November 18, at 7:30 p.m. at the
administration building, 302 Elm Street.
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Cranford Council
the appropriate use of those funds,” Mr.
Hannen said. He asked residents to e-
mail him, at T-Hannen@cranfordnj.org,
their thoughts on this issue.

“What did sell me on the fence was
one of the things of maintenance we
need downtown is the screening of
bushes in the downtown, with putting
the fence in place comes the
landscaping…so the fence would pro-
tect the landscaping we so badly need,”
Mayor Kalnins said. His second reason
for approving the fence was that the
members of the DMC, made up of
business owners and residents, unani-
mously agreed a fence was desirable.

An exercise to further define the role
of the township administrator in an
ordinance has been underway during
the workshop sessions. In those ses-
sions, Commissioner Mary O’Connor
has put forward a template document
taken from another municipality as a
starting point and has asked for com-
missioners to give input as to how to
shape it to reflect the role in Cranford.
She has said this would satisfy the
requests that resulted from a charter
study advisory group.

“I don’t feel the role of the township
administrator needs to be refined at this
time,” Mr. Hannen said.

“I believe there are changes in this
proposed ordinance that would be of
concern to the residents of Cranford,”
he added. He felt wording in the changes
to the ordinance was reflective of a
different form of government than the
township committee form of govern-
ment in place in Cranford.

“I’d like to urge my colleagues if
they believe a change in the form of
government is appropriate for the town-
ship committee, they put it on the ballot
at the next possible election and discuss
as they had pointed out last year instead
of moving the township of Cranford, in
my opinion, closer to a council man-
ager form of government,” Mr. Hannen
said.

In rebuttal, Ms. O’Connor said she is
in favor of the current township com-
mittee form of government.

Mr. Hannen, she said, last year agreed
with a recommendation to review the
code of township administrator rather
than do a charter study.

Refining the role of township ad-
ministrator would clarify the role, Ms.
O’Connor said.

“This is putting it in a format people
can read and understand,” she said.

“I find it unfortunate that Commis-
sioner Hannen was silent on his spe-
cific concerns at the workshop ses-
sion,” Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato
said.

Resident Rita La Brutto asked the
committee during public comments
their opinion on the form of govern-
ment. “It is no secret I was in favor of
allowing residents to weigh in on the
change of the form of government.
What we are trying to do this year is
work as best we can within the form of
government we have,” Deputy Mayor
Adubato said.

“The inconsistency of changing
mayor every year, changing all the
commissioners is a tough thing to work
with,” Mayor Kalnins said. “I think we
are in a better position now because we
have a township administrator who will
hopefully be here for several years.”

“Am I looking to change it right
now? No,” Mayor Kalnins said.

Ms. La Brutto also discussed the
builder’s remedy lawsuits and housing
credits, and said she doesn’t under-
stand why the attorney handling the
builder’s remedy lawsuits remains as
attorney after the attorney did not men-
tion housing credits in the lawsuits.
Mayor Kalnins said the judge did not
allow the credits because they were not
certified. Since then, he said the attor-
ney has been negotiating some of the
credits.

“Hopefully, we have put tools in
place that will keep them from happen-
ing again,” Mayor Kalnins said, refer-
ring to new requirements for afford-
able housing.

A Department of Environmental Pro-
tection permit was issued on October 8
for 215 and 235 Birchwood Avenue for

stormwater construction activities and
is valid until November 2017, resident
Liz Sweeney said. The mayor said the
committee would look into it. The site
is where Cranford Development Asso-
ciates is seeking in a builder’s remedy
lawsuit to build a housing develop-
ment.

A Candidates’ Forum for township
committee, moderated by the Jaycees
and the League of Women Voters, will
be held tonight at 8 p.m. at the munici-
pal building. Two committee seats are
up for re-election this year.

The Cranford Recreation and Parks
Department is having a 50th anniver-
sary celebration Saturday from 10:30
a.m. to 3 p.m., to be held inside and
outside the Cranford Community Cen-
ter at 220 Walnut Avenue. Festivities
will include children’s entertainment,
rides, face painting, demonstrations of
various recreation department pro-
grams and exhibits.

Resident Frank Krause urged the
committee to review the actions of the
board of adjustment, whose variance
approvals in 2008 and 2010 of two
banks being built on North Avenue
included shortened setbacks that were
approved for five feet where 25 feet is
required. He said this will result in a
safety hazard to pedestrians.

Mayor Kalnins said the issue was
referred to the zoning office, which
found the Department of Transpor-
tation did give approvals for sight
lines. He urged Mr. Krause to bring
the issue to the planning board, which
is reviewing the land development
ordinance. Mr. Kalnins said he
agreed with Mr. Krause’s opinion of
the matter.

She asked for a commitment from
the board to form a committee of
board members and parents to ad-
dress the matter.

Board President Christine
Guerriero said the supply issue would
need to be addressed quickly but that
the longer-term issue would first have
to be addressed by the standing com-
mittees. Superintendent Teresa
Quigley said she was unaware of any
supply issues and when asked, Ms.
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Blumenstock said she knew that there
was a book shortage.

Ms. Quigley said more books had
been ordered.

But Ms. Guerriero also said that
the board would have a response by
the November meeting.

Other parents also spoke, express-
ing concern that as more young fami-
lies moved into town the classroom
size issue would worsen.

“We’re coming to you now before
it’s too late,” said Ralph Trentacosta.

In other matters, Principal Mary
Emmons reviewed the results of the
New Jersey Assessment of Skills and
Knowledge (NJASK) test, a state
achievement exam given annually in
March. About 250 students in grades
3 through 8 took the test at Lincoln
School, with 16 earning perfect
scores.

Each was recognized at the board
meeting and presented with a certifi-
cate of achievement.

The results largely showed
Garwood ahead of the state average
at being proficient or advanced profi-
cient in the tested areas of language
arts, mathematics and science and
having fewer students than the state
average that were “partially profi-
cient.”

Mrs. Emmons informed the mem-
bers and public that the school
would prepare the students this year
to take the Partnership for Assess-
ment of Readiness for College and
Careers (PARCC) test. The new
exam will replace NJASK, testing
the student on the same material,
but instead of a “paper and pencil”
exam, PARCC will be taken on a
computer/tablet device, with mul-
tiple different ways of answering
questions.

Instead of filling in a circle for a
multiple choice question, students
will answer multiple choice ques-
tions with a mouse click or drop
down menus, use drag and drop as
well as “hotspots.”

“They have to learn how to take the
test,” Mrs. Emmons said. “And we
have to spend a lot of time on how to
take the test. So although we concen-
trate on the knowledge, we also have
to concentrate on the skills.”

Parents have the right to opt their
child out of the exam, but that could
be a problem if the student wishes to
apply to a private or vo-tech school,
which may require a state test score
for evaluation, Ms. Quigley said.

In other matters, Business Admin-
istrator Eric Larson said the district
ultimately saved about $50,000 on
the repairs to Washington School,
with the final cost coming in at
$320,535.

part-time assistant in the finance de-
partment. Council members issued two
proclamations in support of Red Rib-
bon Week which is the week of Octo-
ber 23 through October 31, and Gover-
nor Livingston Highlander Band Ap-
preciation week, which is November
17 through November 24. The band,
which visited Scotland last summer,
has a long tradition of musical excel-
lence which the Council and mayor
urged the community to continue to
support.

During the public comment portion
of the meeting, four residents of Mary
Allen Lane urged the Council to inves-
tigate what they described as the “dan-
gerous and deplorable conditions” of
the road. According to the residents
who spoke, a builder who owns several
undeveloped lots on the street, has not
maintained the road or the lots. Mayor
Paul Mirabelli promised that the Coun-
cil and the borough’s attorney would
investigate the situation and determine
if there are any available remedies
against the builder.

The Mayor also advised the public
that the Council had decided to post-
pone the vote on the revised Floor Area
Ratio (FAR) ordinance in order to con-
sult with their attorneys regarding ad-
ditional revisions to the terms of the
ordinance which would increase the
allowable FAR to 0.24 from 0.22. In
connection with the FAR issues, Bor-
ough Engineer Mike Disko presented a
detailed response to a recent letter to
the editor which was published in The
Westfield Leader from a former mayor
of Cranford who criticized the pro-
posed FAR’s potential impact on storm
water runoff to the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority.

According to Mr. Disko, the author
of the letter incorrectly assumed that an
increase in the FAR was automatically
linked to an increase in storm water
runoff. In fact, he said there is no con-
nection between the two. Mr. Disko
also noted that Mountainside’s storm
water controls have for many years
been more rigorous than what the RVSA
or the state’s model storm water regu-
lations require. He noted that Moun-
tainside requires a 100-year flood pro-
tection plan and includes all lot areas in
its run off calculations as opposed to
other community’s, which only con-
sider impervious surfaces. Mr. Disko
explained that the proposed FAR in-
crease still leaves Mountainside with a
far smaller maximum FAR than others
in the areas such as Clark, Westfield,
and Maplewood.

In other business, Councilman Glenn
Mortimer commended the Mountain-
side Library, which recently received
the Libraries of Union County Consor-
tium Award for Excellence in Library
Service. The award acknowledges the
extra lengths to which a library has
gone to maintain a high standard of
service to the community, in the face of
economic challenges and difficult situ-
ations. Mr. Mortimer urged the public
to support the upcoming book sale,
which will be held at the library from
Thursday to Saturday, October 23 to
25.

Finally, Councilman Rene Diekes
asked the community to support the
Young People’s Clean Community Day,
which will begin at 9 a.m. on October
25. The Cub Scout and Brownies will
meet at the Department of Public Works
for litter pickup and then will enjoy a
pizza lunch at the Deerfield School.
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One-Seat Ride
Topic for Meeting

REGION – The Raritan Valley
Rail Coalition (RVRC) will be hold-
ing a special Open House meeting at
the Cranford Community Center,
220 Walnut Avenue, this Monday,
October 27, from 6 to 8 p.m. to
update the public on the issues sur-
rounding the ‘one seat’ ride initia-
tive. New Jersey Transit’s decision
to not roll out the after 8 p.m. week-
day ‘one-seat’ service as planned
has brought this issue to the fore-
front.

RVRC is a non-profit, bi-partisan
advocacy group that was established
in 1998 primarily to advocate for a
‘one seat’ ride into New York Penn
Station for the Raritan Valley Rail
Line. Partial deployment of dual-
powered locomotives during week-
day off peak began in March, but
budget constraints were cited by the
agency as the reason no further de-
ployment would be made this year.

A representative from NJ Transit
will be present along with Coalition
members to update the public re-
garding service along the line and it
will give the public the opportunity
to ask questions, get information
and share ideas.

contained the same unfounded allega-
tions,” stated Mr. Finestein. “I wish to
emphasize that there had been no re-
quests or communications, written or
verbal, from the prosecutor to the town
requesting any information.”

Mr. Finestein stated he advised Mr.
Esmerado that “the town was happy to
respond to this inquiry and that I would
turn over my file, including the con-
tract, all the bidding information, and
resolution.”

Mr. Finestein also advised Mr.
Esmerado that he could contact anyone
in the town regarding the purchase of
the mobile command center.

In response, the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office forwarded a letter
sent to John Blake, Mr. Kasko’s repre-
sentative in this matter, to Mr. Finestein.

The forwarded letter stated the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office initiated an
“inquiry” as a result of Mr. Kasko’s
first letter and that as part of that in-
quiry, interviews were conducted with
relevant parties and pertinent docu-
ments were reviewed pertaining to the
purchase of the mobile command cen-
ter.

The letter concluded, “We have con-
ducted an independent analysis of all
the concerns outlined in your corre-
spondence. Following our review, we
find no evidence of criminal activity.”

Mr. Finestein concluded his state-
ment by saying, “At this point, I
think we should consider this matter
concluded once and for all. A lot of
time and money has now been spent
on these unfounded accusations. I
think the only thing remaining
should be a public apology from Mr.
Kasko.”

Mr. Kasko was not present for
Tuesday’s town council meeting.

A copy of Mr. Finestein’s statement
and the letter from the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office may be found on
The Westfield Leader’s website located
at goleader.com.

The next town council conference
session open to the public is scheduled
for Tuesday, November 5, at 7 p.m., at
the municipal building, located at 425
East Broad Street. The conference ses-
sion will be immediately followed by
the council’s regular public meeting at
7:45 p.m.
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