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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
BATTLE OF SPRINGIELD…A reenactment of the Revolutionary War Battle of Springfield was staged Saturday
morning at Meisel Avenue Park in Springfield. The battle was fought June June 23, 1780.  Blue and white uniforms
represent the Continental Army, the British are in Red uniforms, and the Hessian Jaeger in green. The event was part
of Union County’s 4 Centuries in a Weekend program.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ANCIENT COOKING…Cooks conduct an open hearth demonstration at the
Miller-Cory House Museum as part of Union  County’s 4 Centuries in a
Weekend program.

FD Advances Members;
DMC Funding Debated

Garwood BOE, Teachers
Reach Bargaining Impasse

Westfield Council Releases
Statement On Command Center

BOE Criticized For Not Rehiring
WHS Girls’ B-Ball Coach Marino

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of educa-
tion, on Tuesday evening, faced scath-
ing criticism from the teachers, admin-
istrators, and coaches who are col-
leagues of Joe Marino, the Westfield
High School Girls Varsity Basketball
coach, who was informed, last Wednes-
day, that he would not be rehired to that
position. Mr. Marino has been the coach
for the past 15 years, and last year had
a winning season.

Supporters of Mr. Marino filled the
small Elm Street administration build-
ing board meeting room to overflow-
ing, with people standing along the
wall, in seats and some sitting on the
floor. Approximately 220 people
showed up to protest what they consid-
ered the arbitrary firing of Mr. Marino,
unethical, political and not in the best

interest of the team.
Prior to the start of the meeting, the

crowd had already exceeded what was
deemed safe by the fire department.
One member of the audience asked
board attorney Richard Kaplow if the
meeting could be changed to another
venue. He replied, “no.” Mr. Kaplow
then consulted with Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan, Board Presi-
dent Richard Mattessich and Board
Business Administrator/Secretary Dana
Sullivan and the meeting was changed
to the auditorium of the Roosevelt In-
termediate School, where Mr. Marino
is a physical education teacher.

Peter Renwick, the principal of
Westfield High School, told The Leader
that he was there to support the recom-
mendation by Ms. Dolan and Sandy
Mamary, the athletic director, to rehire
Mr. Marino. Mr. Renwick was only

one of many district administrators in
the audience who supported that deci-
sion.

Mr. Kaplow had already warned the
audience that this was a regular board
meeting and not a meeting scheduled
to discuss the decision made by the
board in spite of the recommendation
of Ms. Dolan and Ms. Mamary. “There
will be no discussion of factual deci-
sions. The decision was rendered by
the board. Members of the public will
have the right to speak and we are
interested in what you have to say,” he
said.

Board Vice-President Rosanne
Kurstedt reminded the audience that
each board member had cast their vote.
Board member Mark Friedman said,
“For those who don’t know, all board
decisions are based on evaluations. Our
main objective is to protect the students
and to provide the best possible coach-
ing staff.”

Mr. Mattessich said, “When I came
to the board several years ago, it took
time for me to realize the coach’s rela-
tionship to the team. The action of the
coach has an effect on the team.”

He continued, “Our decision was in
no way meant to send a message to the
teachers in the district that you better
watch out! That has nothing to do with
our decision. If our action gave the
impression that there was an arbitrary
aspect to this, there was none.” He also
said, in response to many letters of
criticism the board received over the
past week, “The coach has to coach the
whole team. The coach has to commu-
nicate with the parents. No one in-
volved in this should be completely
surprised. The letters that we received
were not completely accurate. There is
no hidden message here for anyone. I
hope this helps.”

The first public speaker was Mr.
Marino, himself. As he rose to speak,
he got a standing ovation from the
audience. He said he was shocked when
he heard of the decision. He said, to
date, “I have had glowing evaluations
by my players and administrators. Was
this taken into consideration?” he asked.
“When you disregard the superinten-
dent and the supervisor of athletics,” he
stated. “My coaching is one of the
factors that has made this a successful
program. We had a 23-4 cumulative
record last year. I have always gone
above and beyond for my athletes,” he
said.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
PROUD...Family and friends attend the Cranford Township Committee meeting
Tuesday as six appointments were made to the fire department. The appoint-
ments are:  Captain Daniel Czeh, Captain Dean Russamano, Lieutenant Leo
Schaeffer, Lieutenant Steven DiPaolo, Probationary Firefighter Joseph Kopf
and Probationary Aaron DeNigris.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD —As the fire depart-
ment bids farewell to Fire Captains
Frank Genova and Dan Thorn, who
served over 25 years on the depart-
ment, it made six appointments, effec-
tive November 1, to the department at
Tuesday’s official township committee
meeting. Four officers were promoted,
with Daniel Czehand and Dean
Russamano advancing to the rank of
captain.

Leo Schaeffer and Steven
DiPaolowere advanced to the rank of
lieutenant. Joseph Kopf and Aaron
DeNigris were hired as Probationary
Firefighters.

The source of funding for the re-
placement of pavers along the down-
town sidewalks that have been uneven
and pose a tripping hazard was dis-
cussed at the conference session.

In 2012, the township allocated
$30,000 of capital funds to replace
pavers and in 2013, the township allo-

cated another $30,000 to replace pav-
ers, an amount that was half of the
funding the Downtown Management
Corporation (DMC) requested each
year, Mayor Andis Kalnins said.

“Taxpayer funds should not be sub-
sidizing (Special Improvement District)
funds,” Commissioner Tom Hannen,
Jr. said.

The township also approved the
DMC request to install a black metal
fence on the North Union Avenue side
of Parking Lot 1 and on Miln Street at
the parking lot. It will match the fence
style installed near the North Avenue
train station that was set up to deter
pedestrians from crossing the street in
the middle of Walnut Avenue. Mr.
Hannen said at the official meeting that
he and another commissioner opposed
the fences at the parking lots.

“In a time when brick pavers in our
downtown are in serious need of repair,
the allocation of SID funds for a fence
for decorative purposes I don’t think is
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By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At the Westfield
Town Council’s regular public meet-
ing Tuesday evening, Town Attorney
Russell Finestein released a statement
regarding the bidding process and the
acquisition of the Westfield Police
Department’s Mobile Command Cen-
ter.

As covered in previous editions of
The Westfield Leader, Westfield resi-
dent Greg Kasko has addressed and
questioned the town council regarding
the purchase of the mobile command
center and its use during the Super
Bowl.

During the town council meeting on
September 16, Mr. Kasko discussed
the “potential investigation by the
(Union County) Prosecutor’s Office”
regarding the purchase of the mobile
command center and questioned
whether Mayor Andy Skibitsky, Police
Chief David Wayman or any other
town official knew about the “potential
investigation.”

At that time, Mr. Finestein stated that
neither he, or any other town officials,
were aware of any investigation into
the purchase of the mobile command
center.

During Tuesday’s meeting, Mr.
Finestein read a prepared statement
regarding Mr. Kasko’s allegations. “As
everyone is aware, for well over a year,
Greg Kasko has been appearing before
this town council and making a series
of allegations against you, mayor, the
police chief, the town administrator
(Jim Gildea) and myself…he had ac-
cused the town of not acting properly
with respect to the mobile command
center and he alleged there were viola-
tions of the Open Public Records Act
(OPRA), violations of the New Jersey

Local Public Contracts Law, and there
was collusion between the Westfield
Police Department and the vendor of
the mobile command center.”

Mr. Finestein continued, “At the di-
rection of the mayor, I reached out to
the Union County Prosecutor’s Office
personally and spoke to Assistant Pros-
ecutor John Esmerado. There was no
investigation.”

Mr. Finestein stated he was informed
by Mr. Esmerado that Mr. Kasko had
sent five letters to the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, all relating to the
purchase of the mobile command cen-
ter.

“Copies of the letters were not sent to
the town, but I have to assume they

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
AND THE WINNER IS... Cranford’s fourth annual Rubber Duck Derby was
held in Sperry Park on Sunday. The event was sponsored by and benefits the
Hanson Park Conservancy.
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By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The board of edu-
cation and teachers’ union have
reached an impasse in collective bar-
gaining negotiations and will pro-
ceed to mediation to resolve the dis-
pute, board members were told Tues-
day.

This will be the third straight cycle
that the contract negotiations have
gone to mediation. About two dozen
members of the Garwood Education
Association (GEA) – all clad in red
shirts — attended the meeting in a
show of unity, GEA Co-President
Patti Elias said.

Tuesday’s meeting had tense mo-
ments, highlighted by Lisa Marano –
a PTA member and mother of an
eighth-grade Lincoln School student
— who criticized the GEA members
for a similar act of solidarity that she
claimed had occurred during school
hours.

Ms. Marano said the teachers’ union
members wore black “every Friday,”
upsetting her daughter, who thought
the display was a memorial for some-
one who had died.

After Ms. Elias spoke on behalf of
her membership to say many of the
teachers worked on school-related
projects outside of contract hours,
Ms. Marano again rose to chastise

them for not participating in the Walk
to School Day, which she said the
students look forward to.

Ms. Elias said the lack of participa-
tion was due to a New Jersey Educa-
tion Association recommendation
over liability.

The teachers’ three-year contract
expired June 30. The board of educa-
tion and union had been negotiating
since January or February, Board At-
torney John Geppert said. Mr. Geppert
said the impasse was over salaries
and other issues, which he did not
specify.

He said the GEA likely will file
notification of an impasse with the
New Jersey Public Employment Re-
lations Commission, which will as-
sign a mediator. That typically takes
about two months, Mr. Geppert said.

Since New Jersey law bars teach-
ers from going on strike, the current
contract remains in force until a new
one is reached.

The board also heard from about a
dozen parents of first-grade students,
who expressed concern over class
size. Jennifer Blumenstock said the
first grade was split into two classes
of 25 and 26 children, forcing the
students to share supplies and reduc-
ing the individual attention given to
each.

MS Promotes Six Officers;
FAR Ord. Vote Postponed

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — A standing
room only crowd gathered at the Bor-
ough Council’s Tuesday night meeting
as the community celebrated the pro-
motions of six members of the Moun-
tainside Police Department.

Corporal Richard Huber, Corporal
Michael Jackson, and Corporal Rich-
ard Latargia were promoted to ser-

geant. Sergeant Joseph Giannuzzi and
Sergeant Thomas Murphy were pro-
moted to lieutenants and Patrolman
Jeffery Stiner was promoted to the po-
sition of corporal.

The Council also unanimously voted
to approve filling several open vacan-
cies including the appointment of
Michael Butrico as recreation assistant
and the appointment of Lisa Glock as a
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