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Northfield Bank is seeking talented, customer-oriented individuals to 
join our growing team.  Full and part-time Teller, Head-Teller, Customer 
Service, and Assistant Branch Management positions are available 
throughout Middlesex and Union counties.  We invite interested 
individuals to come out and meet us.  Please bring your resume.

    

eNorthfield.com/careers
(732) 499-7200

Saturday, October 25, 2014
9:00am - 12:30pm

Woodbridge Branch
624 Main Street
Woodbridge, NJ 

Northfield Bank is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer. Minorities/Females/Protected 
Veterans/Individuals with Disabilities. Member FDIC

Northfield offers competitive benefits which include: Paid Time-Off, 
401(k), ESOP, Medical, Dental, and Flexible Spending Accounts. 
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Westfield Community Players’
Opens Season with Private Lives

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

How do women and men manipu-
late each other in a relationship?
Can a couple hurl hateful invectives
to the other and then turn around to
spout love to them in the next mo-
ment? Ah, the mysteries of passion.
Noel Coward’s three act comedy,
Private Lives, which opened on Fri-
day at the Westfield Community
Players, is about divorced couple
Amanda (Debbie Badal) and Elyot
(Timothy McGovern) who are the
embodiment of those conundrums.
They were married for three years
to each other, but have been di-
vorced for the last five.  Now they
are honeymooning with their brand
new spouses but can’t keep think-
ing and talking about their former
ones.

The lights come up on a double
set of French doors to adjacent bal-
conies of bridal suites of a hotel.
Elyot tells his new wife Sybil (Judy
Wilson) that he’s not bitter about
the breakup with his former wife
Amanda, and confesses
nonchalantly, “We made each other
miserable.”  Likewise, when
Amanda talks with her new hus-
band Victor (Richard Uniacke),
about Elyot, she tries to skirt the
issue but hints she loathes her ex.

A brief reconciliation on the
moonlit balcony changes all that
rancor as Amanda and Elyot have
seemingly have amnesia about their
former jealousies, fights and bad
times and elope to an apartment in
Paris. By rekindling their romance
like Scarlet O’Hara, they will worry
about the consequences of picking
up the pieces later.

This comedy asks the question,
“What part does chance play in our
lives?” This play rests on a number
of coincidences that ask us to will-
ingly suspend our disbelief when
we enter the doors of the theater.
Really now, what are the chances
that a former couple would be mar-
ried to others on the same day five
years after their divorce? What are
the chances that they would have
rooms adjacent to each other in the
same hotel? Chance aside, this play
is pure Noel Coward. He’s not
everyone’s cup of tea (and crum-
pets) yet the WCP’s have done an
admirable job in presenting the
playwright’s intention.

The show depends on stellar, bril-
liant acting and crisp British ac-
cents. Westfield’s cast delivers.  Ms.
Badal’s Amanda is overly dramatic
and self-absorbed - just what the
part demands. Mr. Uniacke as Vic-
tor makes great use of his booming,

resonant voice and affects the per-
fect body stance to suggest protec-
tion of his wife when he confronts
Elyot. Juxtapose this projection with
Elyot who at a confrontational mo-
ment is rational and resigned to the
fact that fighting is a time waster.
Excellent repartee between the two
men keeps the audience guessing as
to the resolution.

Katie Shuster provides comic re-
lief as the French-speaking Louise,
a disgruntled maid, who coughs on
the croissants and clearly disdains
her British employers.

In one of the best scenes, Victor
and Sybil exchange barbs about their
unfaithful spouses. It brings to mind
the notion that we can denigrate our
family member, but don’t let any-
one else speak ill of them.

Smart casting by Director Maren
Sugarman allows the troupe to func-
tion as an ensemble rather than mere
individuals.

Delightful costumes – including
shoes that look like they are from a
Sears and Roebucks catalogue from
the 1930s - are coordinated by Doris
Dias. Sets expertly crafted and de-
signed by Bill McMeekan pay at-
tention to detail right down to the
working sconce lights and a hand-
some built in book case in the Paris
apartment.

Sometimes this Coward play is
linked to the Theatre of the Absurd.
In a 1984 article, Archie J. Loss
argues that nothing can ever happen
in the relationship of Elyot and
Amanda, because it is based on the
absurdity of conflicting emotions:
“They are bound to repeat them-
selves, playing out their scene again
and again with different words and
different props but always with the
same result.” This echoes the love
affair of actors Richard Burton and
Elizabeth Taylor who married, di-
vorced and remarried years later.
As art imitating life or vice versa,
they played these roles on Broad-
way.

“What does it all mean?” ques-
tions Elyot when philosophizing
about life, love and relationships.
What would passion be without bick-
ering? Do we need separation to
appreciate one another? Does his-
tory rewrite itself in the mind’s eye?
In the case of Amanda and Elyot,
obviously the answers are yes.

Private Lives continues October
18, 19, 24-25 and November 1.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAINTAINING DIGNITY, AT LEAST FOR A WHILE...In the Westfield
Community Players’ latest offering, Private Lives by Noel Coward, civility is
attempted over coffee and croissants by the two couples. Standing is the French
maid Louise (Katie Shuster) serving Sybil (Judy Wilson) and Elyot (Timothy
McGovern) while Amanda (Debbie Badal) and Victor (Richard Uniacke) make
small talk.

WF Art Association Presents
The Art of the Comic Book

WESTIFELD — The Westfield Art
Association will kick off its 93rd sea-
son with a presentation of comic book
art on Sunday, October 26 from 1 p.m.
to 4 p.m. in the Westfield Town Hall
Community Room located at 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield. This dynamic

theme was specifically selected to coin-
cide with the announcement that the
organization is now welcoming younger
members.  Any students currently in
ninth through twelfth grades can join at
a new $15 annual rate.

This presentation, intended for art

enthusiasts of all ages, will be made by
two local area artists: Bob Budiansky,
of Fanwood, and Bob Sharen, of Madi-
son. Between the two, they have a total
of 44 years working with Marvel Com-
ics on some of the biggest industry
titles.

During a 20-year career in the comic
book industry, mostly at Marvel Com-
ics, Mr. Budiansky worked as an editor,
illustrator, and writer. Although he ed-
ited titles like Spider-Man and the Fan-
tastic Four, he was the regular penciler
on Ghost Rider for more than a year,
and even created and wrote his own
series, Sleepwalker. Mr. Budiansky is
perhaps best known for the work he did
on The Transformers.

Mr. Budiansky was the editor on the
very first Transfomers mini-series in
1984. He followed up that successful
four-issue intro by scripting most of the
next 50-plus issues of the monthly Trans-
formers comic book.   Mr. Budiansky is
no longer active in the comic book
industry, but still produces art commis-
sions based on his comic book work.

Mr. Sharen began in comics as an
inking assistant to Dave Hunt, whom he
had known in art school and who was
already working for Marvel Comics.
He later found that being he preferred
being a colorist, and embarked on a 24-
year career. During that time he worked
on almost every Marvel title, mostly on
long runs of GI Joe, Alien Legion, and
the various Spider-Man titles.

When Marvel changed from color-
ing comics by hand with Dr. Martin’s
watercolors to computers, Mr. Sharen
learned Photoshop to keep up with the
technology. This eventually led to photo
retouching, creating book covers, post-
ers, and prize-winning illustrations. No
longer active in the world of comics, he
continues to explore the possibilities of
digital art and photography.

This event is free to all members, and
is open to the public. A $5 donation is
suggested for non-members. Light re-
freshments will be served.

For more information, to donate or
become a member, please visit
westfieldartassociation.org.

MARVEL-OUS ARTISTS...The Westfield Art Association will present Comic
Book art at it’s Sunday, October 26 event.  Above is “Ghost Rider vs. Orb” by Bob
Budiansky, one of the featured artists.


