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Enlow Hall to Present
New Orleans Jazz Legends

UNION - Considered “The best jazz
band in the land” by the San Fran-
cisco Examiner, the Preservation
Hall Jazz Band will join forces for
the first time ever with New Or-
leans icon Allen Toussaint for an
evening of legendary music making
at Kean University’s Enlow Recital
Hall on Saturday, October 25, at
7:30 p.m.

Preservation Hall was founded in
1961 to promote traditional authen-
tic New Orleans jazz. Legendary
players like George Lewis and Kid
Thomas Valentine were some of its
original stars. That generation is
long gone now, yet the hall is still in
business and the Preservation Hall
Jazz Band continues to tour the
world performing old standards,
along with new material.

Allen Toussaint has crossed many
paths in his illustrious 40 years plus
career in music. He has produced,
written for, arranged, had his songs
covered by, and performed with mu-
sic giants like The Judds, Paul
McCartney, Paul Simon, Elvis
Costello, Patti LaBelle, The Roll-
ing Stones and countless others. In
2012, Toussaint was inducted into
the Song Writers Hall Of Fame and
The Blues Hall Of Fame.

Tickets to New Orleans Legends
in Enlow Hall are $35 – $45 and can
be purchased by calling Kean Stage
Box Office at 908.737.SHOW
(7469), online at
EnlowHall.kean.edu or in person at
Kean University’s Wilkins Theater
Box Office located at 1000 Morris
Avenue in Union, N.J.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“Gone Girl”
Gives You a Run for Your Money

Four Popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERG
Film Critic

Even the twists have turns in David
Fincher’s “Gone Girl,” an extremely
well written sleuther about a woman
who goes missing. Starring
Rosamund Pike as the lady who
mysteriously vanishes and Ben
Affleck as her flummoxed husband,
this film will have you guessing right
up until the closing credits and be-
yond. It’s the thinking person’s who-
dunit. Not simply content to have
you figure out the puzzle, the highly
sophisticated thriller also sprinkles
the scenario with all sorts of emo-
tionally compelling life issues that
demand pondering. Yep, this is a
good one.

In a prologue scene that initiates
in the bar Ben Affleck’s Nick Dunne
owns with his twin sister Margo (Car-
rie Coon), Nick reflects on the court-
ship, joys and complexities of his
marriage to Amy, superbly played
by Rosamund Pike. Today is their
fifth anniversary. But no ordinary
surprise gift awaits upon his return
home. Instead, things are eerily in
disarray, as if there had been a
struggle. A blood smear here and
there seconds the opinion. Nick calls
the police.

Detective Rhonda Boney, por-
trayed by Kim Dickens, isn’t one to
jump to conclusions. Possessing the
downhome sort of conjecture and
anecdotal patter Frances
McDormand’s Marge Gunderson
evinced in “Fargo” (1996), she nei-
ther accuses nor exonerates, at least
not right away. Oh…just to make
things a little more interesting, be
apprised that Amy is the famous
“Amazing Amy,” the much loved
real-life model for the children’s
book series her parents wrote.

In short, it’s high profile stuff, and
the traveling media circus popular-
izing the heartache, gossip and ugli-

ness that’s become an American pas-
time soon lands in North Carthage,
Mo., the little burg where the pair
moved in order to care for Nick’s
sick mom. In time, the press as well
as the court of public opinion grow
antsy. The clues begin to pile up,
albeit curiously, and still no Amy. It
starts to look bad for Nick. We’re
repeatedly reminded that Missouri
has the death penalty.

Hence, quicker than you can say
Johnnie Cochran, Nick hires celeb-
rity lawyer Tanner Bolt, etched with
droll conviction by Tyler Perry. Paro-
dying the thought that we’ve be-
come a nation of rubberneckers, they
do the talk show circuit, where the
carefully coached husband sings the
blues and assures his undying love
for the cause célèbre.

By this time, we are adrift and at a
total loss as to what gives, a feeling
director Fincher, working from the
nomination-worthy screenplay by
author Gillian Flynn, repeatedly en-
genders with devilish success. Just
as deceitful as some of his characters
may or may not be, he feels no obli-
gation to play fair, causing us sus-
pense-heightening frustration. One
grows wary. When he does unveil
so-called truths meant to sway our
opinion, we suspect they may be
infected with a virus that can in-
stantly mutate to cause a contradict-
ing viewpoint.

Meanwhile, while we’re scratch-
ing our heads and furrowing our
brows, the depicted deceptions,
treacheries and hypocrisies, essen-
tially mirroring nothing less than
what we’re regularly treated to on
the nightly news, give us philosophi-
cal pause. Tellingly dramatized so
well here, it is hammered home that
we’ve become absurdly inured to
the bad behavior perpetrated by both
culprits and a scandal-hungry pub-
lic. As the lines blur between the
players on “reality” shows and our
everyday lives, the general rules of
decency are muddied in direct pro-
portion.

Compounding the moral and in-
vestigatory miasma, the storyline,
which adroitly moves between the
present and a steady supply of flash-
backs that fill us in on the now fa-
mous duo’s chronology, introduces
a couple of Amy’s ex-beaus. Neil
Patrick Harris is a real piece of work
as rich boy Desi Collings, an old
prep school pal.

Point of disclosure: I’m terrible at
figuring out these things and am al-
ways amazed that someone can con-
jure such deception and intrigue. Do
they begin at the end? So, when
some cloak and dagger enthusiasts
at the gym eagerly inquired if there
were hints along the route, I informed
I wasn’t sure, and anyway, that’s not
quite how it works. This is a tale of
human behavior: everything is a clue.

More to the point, what’s most
beguiling about this saga of right and
wrong is not who did what and why,
but rather the gradations of good and
evil folks rummage through in at-
tempting to mine some absolute truth.
It’s the relativity of the gray area as
Einstein might have called it had he
forsaken physics for a study of eth-
ics. All of which is my fancy way of
informing that filmgoers looking for
a real lollapalooza of a mystery will
find it in “Gone Girl.”

...
 “Gone Girl,” rated R, is a Twenti-

eth Century Fox release directed by
David Fincher and stars Rosamund
Pike, Ben Affleck and Carrie Coon.
Running time: 149 minutes

Fanwood Poetry Series to
Host Robert Carnevale

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to
attend a free poetry reading by Rob-
ert Carnevale on Tuesday, October
21, in the Kuran Arts Center on Watson
Road, off North Martine
Avenue, adjacent to
Fanwood Borough Hall
(GPS use 75 N. Martine
Avenue). The featured
reading will begin at 8 p.m.
and it will be followed by
an open mic reading by
local poets.

Robert Carnevale’s po-
ems have been published
in The Paris Review, The
New Yorker, The Alaska
Quarterly Review, and
other magazines and an-
thologies. He worked in
various capacities on the Voices and
Visions film series on American poets,
which was broadcast nationally over
PBS in 1988. Among his roles in the
series were Principal Literary Re-
searcher, Coordinator of the Educa-
tional Advisory Committee, and Asso-
ciate Editor and Contributor for the
College Telecourse based on the se-
ries. He was Assistant Coordinator of
the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation
Poetry Festival for six years, helping

to organize four poetry festivals and to
design and oversee poetry activities
for high school students and teachers.

In recent years, Mr. Carnevale has
been collaborating with Drew Uni-

versity Professor Carol
Ueland in translating the
Russian poet Aleksandr
Kushner. Their transla-
tions have been published
in The Kenyon Review,
Agni, World Literature
Today, and The Anthology
of Russian-Jewish Litera-
ture, and their efforts have
been supported by a Liter-
ary Translation Fellowship
from the National Endow-
ment for the Arts.

The Carriage House
Poetry Series is currently

in its sixteenth year at the Kuran Arts
Center, a historic Gothic Revival
structure that was once a 19th century
carriage house, hence the name of the
series. The Tuesday, October 21 read-
ing is free and open to the public. An
open mic will follow the featured
performance.

For more information call (908) 889-
7223 or (908) 889-5298. For online
directions and information, visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com.

Robert Carnevale

Bramnick Arts Bill
Approved by Comm.
TRENTON – A bill sponsored by

Assembly Republican Leader Jon
Bramnick that requires school dis-
tricts to weigh visual and perform-
ing arts courses just as other subjects
are treated was approved by the As-
sembly Education Committee today.
The legislation treats these classes
with the same level of importance in
determining a student’s Grade Point
Average (GPA).

“This legislation creates parity be-
tween the arts and other classes,”
said Asm. Bramnick, R-Union, Mor-
ris and Somerset. “No longer will
artists be treated as second class
citizens. Each subject in a school’s
curriculum is important, including
performing and visual arts. This bill
brings a uniform standard to educa-
tion that weighs these courses fairly
for students.”

Asm. Bramnick’s bill, A-311, re-
ceived the committee’s unanimous
support.

NJSO Dir. to End Tenure
After 2015-16 Season

NEWARK – New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra Music (NJSO) Di-
rector Jacques Lacombe announced
that upon the completion of his cur-
rent contract with the Orchestra he
will step down as the NJSO’s music
director in August 2016. Mr. Lacombe
will continue to lead the NJSO through
the completion of the 2015-16 sea-
son, which he is currently planning.

Mr. Lacombe said, “It has been a
real pleasure to serve as music direc-
tor of the NJSO and to have had a
relationship with this remarkable Or-
chestra since my debut here in 2008.
In recent years, my international en-
gagements conducting operas and

making guest appearances with or-
chestras in Europe and in North
America have demanded more and
more of my time, making it increas-
ingly difficult to reconcile this with
my commitment to the NJSO. So, it is
with a heavy heart that I tell you that
I have decided to step down as music
director of the Orchestra following
the end of my current contract in
August 2016.”

“In his time as NJSO Music Direc-
tor, Jacques has made an indelible
mark on our Orchestra. His celebra-
tion of the state’s cultural heritage
through the New Jersey Roots Project
and partnerships with other cultural
organizations have led to some truly
inspiring and creative collaborations
on stage, ” said NJSO Board Co-
Chairs Ruth Lipper and Stephen
Sichak Jr.

NJSO President & CEO James Roe
said, “I have had the unique privilege
of working with Jacques both as a
member of the Orchestra and as an
administrator, and I have seen Jacques
chart a bold artistic course for the
state’s largest performing arts organi-
zation from both sides of the stage.
His programming has expanded the
concert experience through theatri-
cal and other cross-disciplinary ex-
plorations and has brought many new
and newly discovered works to the
Orchestra’s audiences.”

Since becoming the NJSO’s Music
Director in 2010, Mr. Lacombe gar-
nered praise from critics and audi-
ences for his programming and tal-
ents on the podium. This spring, In-
side Jersey included Mr. Lacombe in
“The 100+ Club” of the most influen-
tial people in New Jersey.

The Orchestra’s search for its next
music director will begin this season.

Sweeney Todd to Open at
Cranford Dramatic Club

MEAT PIES FOR SALE...Sweeney Todd, The Demon Barber of Fleet Street  will
open on Friday, October 17 at the Cranford Dramatic Club Theater.  Frank
Guerriero, left, and Kate Pfuhler will star as Anthony and Johanna.

Russell Fischer to
Perform at UCPAC

RAHWAY — The Union County
Performing Arts Center presents
Russell Fischer in The Journey Home
on Sunday, October 26, 7 p.m. at
Hamilton Stage, 360 Hamilton Street,
in Rahway.

In The Journey Home , Mr.
Fischer revisits his fondest memo-
ries growing up, performing every-
where from his childhood backyard
to the Broadway boards. Drawing
inspiration from musical theater to
pop/rock, he shares his discoveries
in redefining the concept of “home”.
This exclusive New Jersey engage-
ment features musical direction and
accompaniment by Joshua Stephen
Kartes.

Mr. Fischer recently appeared on
Broadway in Jersey Boys, where he
understudied and appeared as
Frankie Valli. Other credits include
the second National Tour of Big
(Billy), Thoroughly Modern Millie at
Plays in the Park, The Music Man at
Chautauqua Opera, Children of
Eden at Paper Mill Playhouse, The
Sound of Music at the Palace in
Myrtle Beach, S.C., and Monkey:
Journey to the West at Spoleto Festi-
val, Charleston, S.C.
Mr. Fischer was the recipient of the
2003 Governor’s Award for excel-
lence in theater arts, as well as the
2004 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising
Star Scholarship. 

Tickets are $30 General Admis-
sion and $18 Students.  For tickets or
additional information call (732)
499-8226 or visit www.ucpac.org.

CRANFORD – The Tony award
winning musical thriller Sweeney
Todd, The Demon Barber of Fleet
Street by Stephen Sondheim and Hugh
Wheeler will open the 96th season at
Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC) The-
atre in Cranford on Friday, October
17, and run weekends through Satur-
day, November 1.

Seeking revenge on the judge who
unjustly banished him, Sweeney’s
thirst for blood soon expands to in-
clude his unfortunate customers, and
the resourceful proprietress of the pie
shop downstairs soon has the people
of London lining up in droves with
her mysterious new meat pie recipe!

CDC Theatre, located at 78 Winans
Avenue in Cranford, is New Jersey’s

oldest community theatre. The sea-
son continues with an
intergenerational production of
Aladdin, The Prince Street Players
Version in December, David Mamet’s
Speed the Plow in March, and the
musical How to Succeed in Business
Without Really Trying in May.

For more information or for tickets
visit www.cdctheatre.org or call (908)
276-7611.

Funding for the 96th season at CDC
Theatre has been made possible in
part by the NJ State Council on the
Arts, Dept. of State, a Partner Agency
of the National Endowment for the
Arts, through a grant administered by
the Union County Office of Cultural
& Heritage Affairs.

Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State
Council of the Arts, Department of State, a partner agency of the
National Endowment of the Arts, through a grant administered by
the Union County Office of Cultural Heritage Affairs.

Music & Lyrics by
Stephen Sondheim

Book by
Hugh Wheeler
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ZOMBIES ON THE LOOSE...Edison Intermediate School’s (EIS) will present
“Attack of the Zombies” for the Fall drama funfest. Starring a wide cast and crew
from EIS including Allie Escaldi, Jack Gerris, Patrick McElynn, Nicole Murray,
Abbie Painter, Lily Paone, Cooper Prieto, Maddie Reynder, Sophia Vera, Camryn
Williams, and many more.  The show will be held on Friday, October 24 and
Saturday, October 25 at 7:30 p.m. with a special $5.00 performance on Thursday
October 23 at 4 p.m.  Tickets will be on sale the week of the show and are $7 pre-
sale and $10 at the door.

Majestic Winds to
Perform Fall Concert

UNION — Majestic Winds, the
professional wind band of the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA),
will present a fall concert at the YM-
YMHA of Union County at 501 Green
Lane, Union on Thursday, October
23 at 7:30 p.m. 

The ensemble will be directed by
Howard Toplansky, an NJWA staff
instrumental instructor. 

“Our musical offerings are geared
to please a variety of musical tastes
and range from Renaissance to Rag-
time favorites,” stated Mr. Toplansky.

“Oberto” Overture by Giuseppe
Verdi, selections from “The Music
Man” by Meredith Willson  and “Con-
cert Waltz” by Mark Strimovskiy will
be the main selections on the first half
of the concert.  “The Third Man
Theme” by Alex Karas will also be
featured on this program. 

Hank D’Angelo, the featured saxo-
phone soloist, will perform a virtuoso

rendition of “Over the Rainbow” by 
Harold Arlen.  “Oberto” was Verdi’s
first opera and set the musical tone
for his future works.  Mr. Strimovskiy
played trumpet for 28 years in the
Soviet Military Band in Kiev, Ukraine
and is a current member of the Majes-
tic Winds.

Several marches will also be per-
formed on this program including
“Gardes du Corps” by R. B. Hall and
“Hall of Fame” by Joseph Olivadoti.

Rounding out this concert will be
“Zing Went the Strings of My Heart”
by George Gershwin, “Gold Rush
Rag” by Stephen Kent Goodman and
“A Moment in Time” made famous
by Whitney Houston. 

This event is open to the public. 
Admission is free for members and
three dollars for non-members.  For
additional information about NJWA
or Majestic Winds, call (908) 789-
9696 or email njwaband@att.net.

A Midsummer Night’s Dream
To be Performed at UCPAC
RAHWAY -- The American Reper-

tory Ballet will present A Midsummer
Night’s Dream Preview Performance
at Union County PAC’s Hamilton Stage
on Friday, October 17 at 8 p.m. The
professional dancers of American Rep-
ertory Ballet will perform Act II of
Artistic Director and choreographer
Douglas Martin’s brand new full-length
ballet, and Martin will lead a pre- and
post-performance discussions about the
choreographic process.

Act II begins as Shakespeare’s quar-
relling Athenian lovers and buffoonish
band of actors have stumble into in the
magical Fairy World. The one-hour act
is set to Mendelssohn’s A Midsummer
Night’s Dream score. In Mr. Martin’s
full version of the ballet, he incorpo-
rates Mendelssohn’s First Symphony

in Act I.
American Repertory Ballet will

present the world premiere of Mr.
Martin’s full two-act A Midsummer
Night’s Dream on February 26 and 27,
2015 at State Theatre in New Brunswick.
At this world premiere, the music will
be performed live by the Rutgers Sym-
phony Orchestra under the direction of
Maestro Kynan Johns and the women
of the Rutgers University Kirkpatrick
Choir under the direction of Patrick
Gardner.

“This preview performance at
Hamilton Stage is a truly unique oppor-
tunity - for both the dancers and the
audience,” Mr. Martin said. “The beau-
tiful, intimate venue allows the dancers
and the audience to interact differently
than they could in a larger theatre.”


