
Page 14  Thursday, October 16, 2014 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Tigers’ Late TD Stuns Football Raiders, 20-14
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

BLUE DEVIL RIZAKALLA CAPTURES ALL-AROUND TITLE

Blue Devil Gymnasts Repeat
As Cougar Invt’l Champions

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil senior Jenna Rizkalla
successfully defended her all-around
title and the Westfield High School
gymnasts also retained the team title
at the Cougar Invitational featuring
seven Union County teams and the
Watchung Hills Warriors in Cranford
on October 9.

The Blue Devils, who have won
seven of the past eight titles with
Cranford winning in 2011, finished
with a total of 108.275 but did get
some stiff competition from the War-
riors (WH), who finished second at
106.85. AL Johnson (J) took third at
104.3, Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP)
finished fourth at 103.825 and
Cranford (C) placed fifth at 102.7,
followed by Summit (S) at 102.375,
Union (U) at 89.2 and Union Catho-
lic at 19.775.

Rizkalla finished with a total of
36.7, followed by Morgan Durant
(WH) at 35.7, Gina Ferdinandi (J) at
35.65, Raider Abby Spector at 35.475,
Cougar Kelly McAuliffe at 35.4,
Payton Wiese (J) at 34.725 and Abby
Claus (S) at 34.7. Cougars Delaney
Sciascia at 33.250 and Lauren Costa
at 33.1 finished 8-10, while Raider

Maddie McNichol wedged in at ninth
with a 33.225.

Rizkalla also took top honors on
the balance beam with a lofty mark of
9.45, followed by Ferdinandi at 9.25,
Blue Devil Hannah Goldring at 9.2,
McAuliffe and Durant at 9.025, Claus
and Gabriella Zatko (J) at 9.0 and
Blue Devil Hannah Prieto at 8.95.
Raiders Spector and McNichol had
respective scores of 8.825 and 8.65.
Sciascia scored an 8.75. Raiders Annie
Luongo and Jamie Bush had respec-
tive scores of 8.525 and 8.4. Blue
Devil Alexis Fasano had an 8.325 and
Cougars Costa and Kailyn Grant had
respective scores of 8.3 and 8.1.

McAuliffe grabbed top honors on
the floor exercise with a 9.225.
Goldring grabbed second at 9.175
and Spector placed third at 9.075.
Durant took fourth at 8.925, followed
by Noa Efron (S) at 8.9, Rizkalla at
8.775 and Ferdinandi at 8.725. Blue
Devil Prieto scored an 8.7, Cougar
Costa scored an 8.65, Raider Bush
scored an 8.55 and Blue Devil Jessica
Keenan scored an 8.5. Cougars Grant
and Sciascia had respective scores of
8.45 and 8.35, while Raiders Amelia
Paladino and McNichol had respec-
tive scores of 8.375 and 8.125.

The highest score of the evening
went to Warrior Alexis Tekin, who
turned a 9.5 on the uneven bars.
Rizkalla took second with a 9.175
and Anne Meringolu (WH) placed
third at 9.15, followed by Blue Devils
Mae Devin at 9.025 and Megan
Melillo at 8.975, and Durant (WH) at
8.75. Raiders Spector, Paladino and

Keara Farley had respective scores of
8.55, 8.525 and 7.15. Cougars
McAuliffe, Grant, Costa and Sciascia
had respective scores of 8.4, 8.05,
7.45 and 7.2.

Meringolu soared to first in the vault
with a 9.45, followed by Ferdinandi at
9.325 and Rizkalla at 9.3. Jenna
Ramunno (WH) took fourth at 9.225.
Paladino placed fifth at 9.1, followed
by Spector at 9.025 and Wiese (J) and
Durant at 9.0. Sciascia and McAuliffe
had respective scores of 8.95 and 8.75.
Raider Lauren Lockfeld scored an
8.875 and Blue Devil Alexis Fasano
scored an 8.8. Blue Devil Melillo
scored an 8.75 and Cougars Costa and
Julia Salinardo had respective scores
of 8.7 and 8.55. McNichol had an 8.7
and Blue Devil Prieto had an 8.15.

“The girls achieved their highest
team score so far this season. The
competition was great preparation for
the upcoming county, sectional and
state tournaments. While the win was
secured by solid performances by
Jenna Rizkalla, Hannah Goldring,
Hannah Prieto and Meg Melillo, it
was the collective efforts of every
gymnast on and off the floor that led
us to the win,” Blue Devil Coach
Laurie McCormack said.

“The girls proved that hard work,
dedication and team spirit equals suc-
cess. After a rocky start, the team
came together and turned the meet
around. They put the past behind and
pushed even harder to perfect their
routines. It was a great competition
and a great win for Westfield,” Blue
Devil Coach Amanda Diaz said.

Courtesy of Eben Fox for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEAD OVER HEELS...Blue Devil freshman Lexi Fasano does a back hand-
spring on the balance beam at the Cougar Invitational.

Courtesy of Eben Fox for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRONG HANDSTAND...Blue Devil sophomore Hannah Prieto controls her
handstand on the balance beam.

the Raiders eventually had to punt
and Jones placed a nice punt that was
downed inside the five.

A poor punt by Linden gave the
Raiders great field position on the 28
yard line. Taylor began with an eight-
yard run then Thomas broke down
the sideline, getting fine blocking
from Maxwell and Cameron Smith.
Tiger Maslin Pierre knocked the ball
loose at the one and the ball tumbled
into the end zone, but Jensen dove on
the ball for the touchdown. After the
successful PAT, the Raiders took a
shocking 14-0 lead at 6:46 mark of
the third quarter.

“My line is great and we got
stretched all day. I have one the best
blocking fullbacks in the state [Max-
well] and he showed that today. Ev-
erything was because of them, I just
ran through the holes,” Thomas said
after the game.

The Raiders’ defense caused a
fumble on the next procession that
was recovered by Eric Manfra. Un-
fortunately, the offense could not take
advantage of the turnover.

Later, the Raiders came up a yard
short on a third down pass to Jordan
and Linden made them pay for it on
the next possession with a long touch-
down pass over the middle from
Dolbrice to Hinton. The Tigers were
back in the game trailing 14-7 with
23 seconds left in the third quarter.

Thomas was crushed in the
backfield on the next series and the
Raiders were forced to punt again.

“They made a good adjustment in
the third quarter they brought their
backer [Tymir Hinton] down on the
line. He is a good football player and
he ate us up and we could not block
him. We tried to get him in many
ways and we could not. It was a good
adjustment by the Linden coaching
staff,” said Coach Stack.

Raider Perry recovered a fumble
on the very next play, but both de-
fenses played well on the next three
series. Jensen registering one of his
three sacks on a third-and-3.

Late in the final quarter, Dolbrice
threw to the far sideline to Donte
Waldren and Raider Merlin Edmonds

was called for interference. The same
play ensued and there was another
interference call. Dolbrice ran the
same play again and hit Waldren at
the pylon for the touchdown to knot
the score with 2:51 remaining.

The Raiders got poor field position
and failed to advance the ball, forcing
a punt that came to rest at the Raider 49
with 1:07 on the clock. Dolbrice com-
pleted to Guirvenson Guillaume for
29 yards. After a short run, Jensen and
company sacked Dolbrice for a huge
loss taking them out of field goal range.
Dolbrice fired to Waldren in the end
zone, but Edmonds broke up the play.

Linden lined up to punt at the Raider
40. Instead, punter Corey Ampey threw
the ball to Hinton in the flat. He eluded
a defender and ran down the sideline
to the end zone. Edmonds nearly
knocked him out of bounds at the four,
but Hinton maintained his balance.
With 0:23 remaining, the PAT failed.

After the kickoff, the Raiders got
the ball at their own 46. Taylor com-
pleted to Ciccarino for 12 yards and a
facemask call tacked on another 15
yards and allowed one more play but
time ran out.

“Linden is a good team this year at
5 and 0. The kids played the entire
game. We took on a very physical
team and we out physical-ed them
and ran right at them,” Coach Stack
said. “This one is going to sting.”
Linden   0   0   7 13 20
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   0   7   7   0 14

Blue Devils Gymnasts Humble
E. Brunswick, 103.725-94-525

Dispensa won the balance beam scor-
ing an 8.825, while freshman Lexi
Fasano won the vault with a 9.0.
ALL AROUND: 1. Gabrielle McSweeney
30.0 (EB)
VAULT: 1. Lexi Fasano 9.0 (W) 2.
Jessica Keenan 8.55 (W) 3. Sarah
Fox 8.5 (W)
UNEVEN BARS: 1.Hannah Prieto 8.6
(W) 2. Mae Devin 8.525 (W) 3. Gabrielle
Skolnik 7.8 (W)
BALANCE BEAM: 1. Dispensa 8.825 2.
Goldring 8.6 3. McSweeney 8.2
FLOOR: 1. Rizkalla 9.375 2. Goldring
9.275 3. Sydney Keenan 8.6 (W)

The Westfield High School gym-
nastics team improved to 7-0 with a
103.725-94.525 victory over host East
Brunswick on October 6.

Blue Devil gymnasts took the top
spot in all four events with senior co-
captain Jenna Rizkalla scoring a meet-
high, 9.375 on the floor exercise.
Rizkalla edged out fellow senior co-
captain Hannah Goldring, who also
scored 9.275 on the floor. Sopho-
more Hannah Prieto won the uneven
bars with an 8.6 and freshman Nicole


