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COFFEE WITH COUNSELORS...On September 24, Roosevelt Intermediate
School (RIS) hosted Coffee with the Counselors, attended by more than 50
parents of sixth, seventh and eighth graders at the school. Counselors Kim
Schumacher, standing, Stephanie Thompson and Christine Trottere offered
practical suggestions for parents to help their children cope with stress.  This is
the first in a series of topics that will be offered throughout the year.  Resources
provided at the Coffee are posted on the RIS Counseling web site for reference by
all parents, including those who were unable to attend.

Thursday, Oct. 23 at 9 a.m. and 7 p.m.

SCHOOL 

THE 
WARDLAW-HARTRIDGE 

 Register online at www.WHschool.org             

Prepare for a global world in a global learning environment

Pre-Kindergarten to Grade 12 independent, 
co-educational, college-preparatory school

1295 Inman Avenue, North Edison, NJ

    or contact us for a Personal Tour

  For more information, call (908) 754-1882, Ext. 155             

Take advantage of our Ninth Grade Scholarship 
opportunities for incoming students,
awarded for merit and achievement

Admission Information Sessions:

Union Catholic Announces
Natl. Honor Soc. Inductees

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catho-
lic High School announced the in-
duction of 90 students into the Na-
tional Honor Society. The event took
place on October 7 in the auditorium.
After an invocation by Sister Percylee
Hart, RSM, and opening remarks by
Ms. Patty Nuwer ’01, senior induct-
ees Taylor McLaughlin of Dunellen,
Tonna Obaze of Iselin, Georgiana
Volturo of Hillside and Elise Morano
of Westfield spoke on character, ser-
vice, leadership and scholarship, re-
spectively.

Keynote speaker Ms. Kathleen
Tobin spoke of the power of words

and tone, particularly the three
phrases, “yes,” “no,” and “not yet.”
She referenced times in her own life
when each of these phrases made her
a better and stronger person. She
concluded by saying, “Union Catho-
lic has provided you opportunities
for scholarship, leadership, service,
and character. Create the same for
others. There is no greater gift than
touching a life in a positive way.”

Among the Class of 2016 induct-
ees are:  Jessica Florendo of Scotch
Plains, Alice Polini of Westfield,
Amanda Grieco of Westfield, Kelly
Grieco of Westfield, Gabriella Sluka
of Garwood, Matthew
Guastamacchia of Scotch Plains, Jes-
sica Vilarino of Scotch Plains, Nicole
Walker of Scotch Plains, Christina
Mastrocola of Scotch Plains and Scott
Yashay of Scotch Plains.

Among the Class of 2015 induct-
ees are: Meagan Beriont of Scotch
Plains, Kyle Borowski of Fanwood,
Bridget McAllister of Scotch Plains,
Sean Brennan of Westfield, Elise
Morano of Westfield, McKayla
Muller of Cranford, Luke Novack of
Scotch Plains, Daniel Florendo of
Scotch Plains and Brianne Trollo of
Fanwood.

WF Schools’ Conservation
Efforts Awarded EPA Certs.
WESTFIELD - The US Environ-

mental Protection Agency is recog-
nizing the Westfield Public School
District for earning Energy Star cer-
tification for seven buildings in
2014. Buildings that earn the En-
ergy Star label prevent greenhouse
gas emissions by meeting strict en-
ergy efficiency requirements set by
the U.S. EPA.  On average, Energy
Star certified buildings use 35 per-
cent less energy and cause 35 per-
cent fewer greenhouse gas emis-
sions than similar buildings.

In total, seven buildings have re-
ceived the award, including

Westfield High School, Edison In-
termediate School, Roosevelt In-
termediate School, Franklin El-
ementary School, Wilson Elemen-
tary School, Tamaques Elementary
School, and the School Adminis-
tration offices on Elm Street.  Only
37 schools in the entire state have
earned this award.

“Not only does this acknowledge
the work we have already accom-
plished, it also reminds all of us to
continue to work in this area,” stated
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Mar-
garet Dolan.  “The savings we achieve
help not only our budget, but the
environment as well,” she added.

"Our own Energy Star buildings
have delivered energy and cost sav-
ings, and have helped us reduce our
carbon footprint—three things that
all of us have reason to celebrate,”
echoed Tony Cuccaro, Energy Co-
Manager.

In announcing the awards at the
October 7 Board of Education meet-
ing, Energy Co-Manager Michael
Pate explained that the district’s
electricity savings is equal to that
of 352 households for a year.  Ac-
cording to Pate, Westfield’s conser-
vation efforts have translated to an
annual savings of $400,000 -
$530,000.  Since the inception of
the district’s energy program in July
of 2007, the Westfield Public
Schools have avoided spending al-
most $3 million on utilities.

In explaining the key to
Westfield’s energy conservation
program, Pate said, “Westfield dis-
trict employees, under the direc-
tion of Tony and me Business Ad-
ministrator Dana Sullivan pointed
out that the district as a whole im-
proved its energy performance by
managing energy strategically
across the entire district and by
making cost-effective improve-
ments to its buildings. This includes
the installation of more energy effi-
cient boilers, better lighting, and
new insulated roofing.

EPA’s Energy Star program is cel-
ebrating its 15th anniversary.  “What
we’re really celebrating this year
are the achievements of the busi-
nesses and organizations that work
every day to manage their building’s
energy use,” said Jean Lupinacci,
Chief of the Energy Star Commer-
cial & Industrial Branch. “Together,
their top-performing properties
have achieved significant reductions
in greenhouse gas emissions as well
as cost savings for our cities, our
schools, and the businesses that
power America’s economy.”

Pate extended his appreciation to
engineer Keith Madigan of K.C.
Madigan & Associates, LLC in
Towson, Maryland, who volun-
teered his time to visit the build-
ings, help upload data and verify
the findings.

PILLARS OF CHARACTER...Students and staff at Franklin Elementary School
in Westfield recently donned colorful t-shirts to participate in "Six Pillars of
Character" assemblies hosted by Steve Max. Each grade wore a different color
to reflect a pillar with first graders wearing red for Caring; second graders
dressed in orange for Fairness; the third grade in blue for Trustworthiness;
fourth graders in yellow for Respect; and the fifth grade in green for Responsi-
bility.

MSRHS Plans
Open House

CLARK -- Mother Seton Regional
High School, located at One Valley
Road, Clark, NJ 07066 will host an
open house on Monday, November 3
at 7 p.m. for girls in grades  five
through eight.

For more information call (732)
382-1952.

New Inductees to SPFHS
Hall of Fame Announced

SCOTCH PLAINS - On Tuesday,
November 18, at 7:30 P.M. five gradu-
ates of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS), who have contrib-
uted to country or community, will be
inducted into the SPFHS Hall of Fame.
Friends, family and all alumni are
invited to attend the ceremony as part
of the Alumni Association Meeting in
the multi-purpose room at the high
school. Refreshments will be served.

Slated for induction are:
William Austin, class of 1955. Mr.

Austin is in the Rutgers Hall of Fame
as an All-American football player,
who was drafted by the Washington
Redskins. He later enjoyed a success-
ful business career in bicycle compa-
nies.

Peter Schultz, class of 1960. Mr.
Schultz invented an optical fiber which
is the basis for the internet for which

he is in the National Inventors Hall of
Fame as well as the Rutgers Hall of
Fame. Mr.. Schultz was chosen for the
National Medal of Technology.

Carl Sicola, class of 1962. Now
deceased, Mr. Sicola was an innova-
tive police officer and detective, who
founded numerous community, church
and school programs. He received
various medals and awards for heroic
deeds.

Sada Thompson, class of 1945. Now
deceased, Ms. Thompson was a Tony
Award winning actress who starred in
productions off-Broadway, Broadway,
TV and films.

Richard Wood, class of 1948. Mr.
Wood became a Colonel and war hero
during the Vietnam War. He served as
U.S. Army General Staff at the Penta-
gon. He is the recipient of the Silver
Star and eleven other awards.

SP Student Among
Nat. Merit Scholars

BASKING RIDGE—Thirty-five
Pingry seniors, including Rachael
Noone of Scotch Plains, were recog-
nized for exceptional academic prom-
ise as Commended Students in the 2015
National Merit Scholarship Program.

The students placed among the top
five percent of more than 1.5 million
students who entered the 2015 com-
petition by taking the 2013 Prelimi-
nary SAT/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT).

Christopher Academy to
Host Sensory Workshop

WESTFIELD - Christopher Acad-
emy, The Montessori School, will
host a free Practical Life and Senso-
rial Workshop for parents on Wednes-
day, October 22, at 6:30 p.m. at their
Westfield Campus located at 510
Hillcrest Avenue.

The public is invited to learn about
integral areas of a Montessori class-

room and their role in the develop-
ment of the individual child as he or
she progresses toward more academic
material and how simple tasks are
indirect preparation for reading and
writing.

Established in 1963, Christopher
Academy maintains premier status
as the first Montessori school in New
Jersey and is accredited by the Ameri-
can Montessori Society.

With campuses in Westfield and
Scotch Plains, Christopher Academy
presents an exceptional learning en-
vironment tailored to the individual
child aged two and a half through
first grade.

For additional information on
Christopher Academy or Montessori
education contact Christopher Acad-
emy at (908) 233-7447 or (908) 322-
4652 or visit
www.christopheracademy.com.

WALK LIKE A PRINCIPAL...McKinley Elementary students (from left) Mor-
gan Howland, Garrett Ferguson, Jack O’Connor, Logan Howland, Kaelin
Ferguson and Sydney O’Connor arrive at school under the escort of principal
Marc Biunno on October 8 in recognition of “National Walk to School Day”.
Walk to School Day is celebrated as an opportunity to promote walking or riding
to school as a fun and healthy way for children to help themselves and their
environment.  The children entered raffles to win a walk to school escorted by
their school principal, mascot, the Mayor or a police officer.  The event was
coordinated by the BRAKES Group (Bikers, Runners And Kids are Entitled to
Safety), a pedestrian safety organization in Westfield, and was sponsored by
Coldwell Banker of Westfield.

W-H Sixth Graders
Visit Frost Valley

EDISON — On September 16, a
group of 35 sixth graders from The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison
boarded the bus and headed to Frost
Valley, located in Claryville, New York.
The annual sixth grade trip is fun but
it is an important experience jammed
packed with opportunities for personal
growth. Talking about composting
teaches the students about food waste
and the importance of our natural re-
sources. Water ecology stimulates stu-
dent curiosity and also helps them
gain an understanding about all crea-
tures, especially those quite small.

The sixth graders learned many
things from their experience at Frost
Valley and truly grew as individuals
and as a class during this four-day
adventure.

The trip was chaperoned by Middle
School teachers Tanda Tucker, An-
drea Barnett, Kirstin Rogers and Ian
McElroy.

Park Middle PTA to
Hold Clothing Drive
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Park

Middle School Parent Teacher As-
sociation in Scotch Plains, in col-
laboration with A&E Clothing Corp.,
who distributes the items around the
world, has organized a clothing drive.
The drive will be held on Saturday,
November 1 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
in front of Park Middle School, 580
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains.

Wearable clothing in usable con-
dition of all types and seasons, shoes,
belts, pocketbooks, backpacks, brief-
cases, bedding, rugs, tablecloths, cur-
tains, blankets, stuffed animals,
dolls, soft toys, hard toys, action
figures and dolls will be accepted in
well tied plastic garbage bags.

Oversized hard toys (larger than
24 inches by 24 inches) books, VCR
Tapes, CD’s, household appliances,
items made of glass or porcelain,
and furniture will not be accepted.

Receipts for tax purposes will be
available upon request.

Master Gardeners Announce
Fall-Winter Helpline Hours
COUNTY — The Master Gar-

deners of Union County are offer-
ing all county residents a Garden
Helpline (GH) at (908) 654-9852
that does not shut down when sum-
mer is over.  The GH will remain
open 12 hours per week, for public
convenience, from Saturday, No-
vember 15, 2014 through Sunday,
March 15, 2015, when GH again
resumes its wider spring-summer
hours.

Starting November 15, the GH’s
fall-winter hours are on Mondays
and Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m.; and Fridays from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m.

Until November 15, GH is open
28 hours per week, Mondays
through Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m., and on Fridays from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m.

Master Gardener and GH Com-
mittee Chair Dolores Batz-Culp, of
Scotch Plains, reminded residents,
“During fall and winter, people of-
ten have problems with things like
tics, lawn and garden maintenance,
home and garden-invading insects,
and houseplants, among other is-
sues.  When questions arise our
Garden Helpline is open to provide
answers.”

“Plus,” she adds, “in addition to
telephoning the Helpline, Union
County residents can also bring their

plant and insect specimens and pho-
tos into our Westfield office for
analysis by Helpline staff, all of
whom are qualified Master Gar-
dener volunteers.”

The Master Gardeners, together
with their Garden Helpline, are
headquartered in Union County’s
Colleen Fraser Building, 2nd floor,
at 300 North Avenue East, Westfield.

“Whatever your problem,” said
Ms. Batz-Culp, “whether it be fall-
winter lawn care, protecting your
shrubs, or improving your indoor
landscape with shade or sun-loving
plants, the Garden Helpline is just a
call away.”

The Rutgers Master Gardeners
of Union County are trained volun-
teers whose mission is to support
land stewardship and disseminate
research-based information to the
public related to gardening and
natural resource management.  The
program is part of the Rutgers Co-
operative Extension of Union
County and is supported in part by
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders.  For more informa-
tion, call the Extension offices at
(908) 654-9854, call the Garden
Helpline at (908) 654-9852, or visit
mastergardeners-uc.org.

www.goleader.com


