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WELL DESERVED HONOR...Union County Crime Stoppers recently celebrated
its 30th anniversary by honoring the  late Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich.
Pictured, from l eft to right, are: Union County Crime Stoppers Chairman Vito
Gagliardi, acting Union County Prosecutor Grace Park, and former Union County
Prosecutor Theodore Romankow.

COUNTY — The Union County
Crime Stoppers recently celebrated
its 30th anniversary by honoring the
life and achievements of late Union
County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich.

Anthony Rinaldo served as chair-
man and master of ceremonies of the
event, which was attended by more
than 150 people including Marlene
Froehlich, the sheriff’s wife, and their
children. Mrs. Froehlich was given
an engraved plaque in remembrance
of the event. Former Union County
Prosecutor Theodore J. Romankow
also presented a plaque on behalf of
Crime Stoppers to acting Union
County Prosecutor Grace H. Park in
memory of Sheriff Froehlich. In ad-
dition, the John H. Stamler Police
Academy in Scotch Plains announced
that it will present in each future
graduating class a specially engraved
“Ralph Froehlich Leadership Award”
to a recruit demonstrating exceptional
leadership while training to become
a police officer.

“Sheriff Froehlich will be remem-
bered as a servant of the people, hav-
ing served as a Marine, an Elizabeth
police officer for 20 years, and as
sheriff of Union County for over 33
years,” Mr. Romankow said. “He was
an icon and a ‘lion of law enforce-
ment in New Jersey.’”

“We are privileged to honor the
memory of Sheriff Froehlich, whose
dedication to law enforcement in
Union County was unmatched in
more than five decades of public ser-
vice,” added Ms. Park, who accepted
her plaque on behalf of the more than
1,700 sworn law enforcement offic-
ers currently serving in Union County.

Crime Stoppers Honors
Sheriff Froehlich

“Also, we could not be more pleased
with the enduring cooperative rela-
tionship between the Prosecutor’s
Office and Union County Crime Stop-
pers. For 30 years now, they have
been a true ally and a helping hand in
our mission to root out crime and
keep our neighborhoods safe.”

“Sheriff Froehlich dedicated many
years to Crime Stoppers, and would
often note that Crime Stoppers is an
important vehicle for the citizen pub-
lic to work with the police without
fear of reprisal. The organization is
an invaluable resource for law en-
forcement,” acting Union County
Sheriff Joseph Cryan recalled.
“Ralph’s belief in the work and dedi-
cation of Crime Stoppers’ volunteers
was evident by his many television
appearances highlighting our most
wanted fugitives using the Crime
Stoppers’ number – (908) 654-TIPS
(8477) – to let the public know how to
inform police anonymously. All of us
in the sheriff’s office want to thank
Crime Stoppers for their incredible
work through the years and kindness
in remembering the sheriff at their
30th anniversary.”

Watson Coleman Gives Her
Views on Job Creation

EWING — Democrat Bonnie
Watson Coleman has announced her
job creation objectives in her cam-
paign to become the newest repre-
sentative for New Jersey’s 12th Con-
gressional District. Last week, Ms.
Watson Coleman, who represents the
15th legislation district in the State
Assembly, officially released her po-
sitions on women’s rights, including
pay equity and health care.

“Our country’s long-term vitality
depends on our ability to get people
back to work. It is imperative that we
create jobs by investing in rebuilding
our critical infrastructure, including
our crumbling roads and bridges,
along with necessary funding for re-
search and development and educa-
tion programs that give people the
skills they need to succeed,” Ms.
Watson Coleman said. “...If elected
to represent the district in Washing-
ton, it will be among my many re-
sponsibilities to put ideological dif-
ferences aside, forego the partisan-
ship that continues to divide our coun-
try, and fight to get people back to
work.”

Ms. Watson Coleman’s positions
on job creation can also be found at
this site www.bonnieforcongress.com/
job_creation.

The candidate believes fixing the
economy should be a bipartisan ef-
fort. She said, “Modernizing our
nation’s infrastructure and empha-
sizing innovation are critical to get-
ting our economy back on track. Our

aged and at times dangerous roads,
bridges, and transit systems provide
opportunities to put people back to
work. Our nation would benefit from
investment in infrastructure pro-
grams, similar to those in the New
Deal. One of every nine bridges in
the United States remains structur-
ally deficient.”

Ms. Watson Coleman believes the
focus on infrastructure should include
research and development, spurring
innovation that will revamp the health
care, banking and telecommunica-
tions systems.

“We should incentivize the devel-
opment of technologies that will take
this nation to the next level. A key
component to maintaining a strong
workforce is investment in higher
education and training programs for
workers. Community colleges edu-
cate a significant portion of our
workforce, and demand for workers
with associate’s degrees continues
to grow,” she said. “We must support
our community colleges because
they give students the tools neces-
sary to obtain high-paying and high-
demand jobs in manufacturing, trade
and other growing industries. We
must also keep high-paying jobs on
our shores by negotiating trade
agreements that are fair to the Ameri-
can worker, and we need our tax
code to incentivize investment in the
American economy. Additionally,
we must move from a minimum wage
to a living wage.”

SP DEM Council Candidates
Have Potential Conflicts

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democratic
candidate Rose Checchio is the
daughter-in-law of Ralph Checchio,
of Checchio Paving, who is upset
with the town manager for not re-
ceiving no-bid contracts as he has
done in the past. Mr. Checchio and
other contractors are making it clear
that because they live in town they
feel they are entitled to town busi-
ness. Their solution is to fire the town
manager, who is using the buying
power and competitive bid processes
of a Cooperative Pricing Council for
bulk purchases and bid projects. Com-
plicating matters further is the fact
that Ms. Checchio’s husband is part
of the family business.

The other two Democrat candi-
dates running for Scotch Plains Town
Council are related to each other.
John Del Sordi, one of the candi-
dates, is married to a sister of Luisa
Bianco, another of the candidates.

Some people in town may know this,
but probably most Scotch Plains vot-
ers do not. If elected, would this
relationship impair their ability to
make independent decisions that are
best for Scotch Plains?

So when issues like no-bid con-
tracts, and retaining the town man-
ager, come before the Scotch Plains
Town Council, would these candi-
dates vote the best interest of Scotch
Plains or will they be unduly influ-
enced by others?

Let’s not take that chance. Vote for
Marcus, Vastine and Jones, the expe-
rienced, responsible team for Scotch
Plains.

Paid for by Scotch Plains Republi-
can Victory 2014, 40 Spruce Mill
Lane, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.
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NJ Transit Scraps Plan
For Evening Direct Service

WF BOE Provides
Election Info.

WESTFIELD — The last day to
register to vote in the Tuesday, No-
vember 4 election was October 14.
The last day to apply by mail for a
Mail-In ballot is Tuesday, October
28. Mail-in ballot information is avail-
able on the Union County Board of
Elections website at www.ucnj.org
or by calling (908) 527-4121.

On November 4, Westfield residents
can choose among six candidates to
fill three seats on the Board of Educa-
tion. The candidates seeking election
are: Michael Biele, Noreen Coleman,
Mark Friedman (incumbent), Chris-
topher Langhart, Margaret (Peggy)
Oster, and David Sexton.

A Parent Teacher Council of the
Westfield Public Schools-sponsored
Board of Education Candidates’
Night was held last night after press
deadline. The forum was taped for
airing on WHS-TV36 and the
district’s website through November
4, the day of the school election.

REGION — New Jersey Transit
has scrapped plans for off-peak
evening direct service to New York for
Raritan Valley Line riders due to bud-
getary constraints. Off-peak morning
direct service began March 3rd.

New Jersey Transit Executive Direc-
tor Veronique Hakim told the agency’s
board of directors last week that a ex-
pansion of the one-seat service after 8
p.m., which was to be begin in Novem-
ber, would have to wait, NJ Advance
Media reported.

“At this time we will not be able to
expand the Raritan Valley Line direct
service to New York during weekday
evenings due to budgetary con-
straints,” Ms. Hakim announced on
Twitter on October 8th.

“As the agency begins to plan its
Fiscal Year 2016 budget, we found that
the nearly $600,000 in additional an-
nual cost to operate this service pre-
sents a real monetary challenge, given
the current very tight fiscal constraints
facing NJ Transit and the state, and the
need to budget responsibly,” according
to the executive director’s report as
reported by NJ Advance Media.

The Raritan Valley Line Coalition,
which had been advocating for one-
seat service 15 years, objected to NJ
Transit’s decision. “The (Union
County) Freeholder Board is deter-
mined to work with New Jersey Tran-
sit to overcome this temporary set-
back and restore the funding to keep
moving forward,” said Union County
Freeholder and RVRC Trustee Bette
Jane Kowalski. “The cost of expand-
ing one-seat rides on the Raritan Val-
ley Line is very low, and the payback
is enormous in terms of economic
development, improved property val-
ues, and the productivity of our com-
muting workforce. The penny-wise,
pound-foolish approach is not good
for Union County or New Jersey.”

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr said
the Coalition’s working relationship
with NJ Transit has been strained by
the announcement.

“I was on my way to our meeting at
NJ Transit headquarters when I learned
about the change of plans,” she said.

“The Coalition members who have
been meeting with Transit officials
understand the complex nature and
budgetary implications of implement-
ing these changes,” Mayor Mahr said.
“And we have been supportive of and
cooperative with NJ Transit. How-
ever, our responsibility is first to the
residents of every town on the RVL
(Raritan Valley Line) and making
sure they are treated fairly in the
transit system,” she added.

Coalition Chairman Peter Palmer,
who is also a Somerset county free-
holder, noted that evening direct ser-
vice trains after 8 p.m. could still be-
come a reality. At the joint meeting on
Wednesday, Transit officials said they
are working to secure other funding for
the service and expect a decision in a
few weeks.

New Jersey Transit trains have to
stop at Newark Penn Station because
the cars are diesel powered, and thus
cannot utilize the transit tunnel under
the Hudson River, which requires
electrical-powered cars. Dual-pow-
dered Bombardier train cars, pur-
chased by the agency a few years ago
and placed on some of Raritan Lines
trains, enable Transit trains a straight
run to Manhattan’s Penn Station.
However, due to the limited number
of trains that can enter the transit
tunnel, the agency says there is no
room at peek a.m. and p.m. rush
hours for Raritan Line trains in the
tunnel without taking service away
from existing Transit commuter line
that has direct service to New York.

The Raritan Line Coalition has
scheduled a special meeting on Mon-
day, October 27 from 6 to 8 p.m. at
the Cranford Community Center, 220
Walnut Avenue in Cranford, to dis-
cuss the latest development on ex-
panding non-peak service.

Clerk Voter App, Sample
Ballots Now Available

ELIZABETH – Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi reminds regis-
tered voters that sample ballots for
the General Election on Tuesday,
November 4, may be reviewed on-
line by visiting the County Clerk’s
website and on the new mobile app,
Union County Votes.

The names of candidates running
for the U.S. Senate, Congressional
seats, county sheriff, county surro-
gate, county freeholders, municipal
offices, and Board of Education seats
in the Tuesday, November 4 General
Election are posted at www.ucnj.org/
sample-ballots. Sample ballots also
are available on the new mobile app,
Union County Votes, which is avail-
able for download for free on Apple
or Android devices through the app
store. Public Questions are included
on the sample ballots.

“As a former school board mem-
ber, Mayor and Freeholder myself, I
know the importance of an informed

electorate,” Ms. Rajoppi said. “My
website and new election app are
designed to help voters familiarize
themselves with their local candi-
dates in all 21 Union County munici-
palities before General Election Day.”

The County Clerk’s responsibili-
ties include administering election
laws within and for the County of
Union and its 21 municipalities for
primary, general, school board and
special elections including accep-
tance of nominating petitions, de-
signing ballots, mailing “Vote By
Mail” ballots and tabulating voting
results for the public record.

More information about sample
ballots for the General Election can
be obtained by calling the County
Clerk’s Office at (908) 527-4996 or
by visiting the office at 2 Broad Street,
Room 113, Elizabeth. Office hours
are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday. For more informa-
tion, e-mail: ucvote@ucnj.org.
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Lance, Kovach to Hold
Two Debates in Oct.

REGION – Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th) and his Democratic oppo-
nent, Clinton Mayor Janice Kovach,
will participate in two debates this
month, according to the Lance for
Congress campaign.

The first debate, sponsored by the
Gateway Chamber of Commerce, will
take place Friday, October 24, from 8
to 10 a.m. at the Clark Holiday Inn, 36
Valley Road.The second debate will
held Tuesday, October 28, from 8:30
to 10:30 a.m., at the Alex Aidekman
Jewish Community Campus, located
at 901 Route 10 in Whippany.

For information, contact
crc@jfedgmw.org or (973) 929-3064.


