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In providing funding for rede-
velopment plans, restoring the
police department to 16 officers,
acquiring much needed emer-
gency management equipment,
replacing a 30-year-old dump
truck, and increasing LOSAP ben-
efits to our volunteer firefighters
and EMS volunteers, we were
still able to accomplish three of
the five lowest municipal tax in-
creases in the past 12 years (in-
cluding the lowest this year at
$39 per house).

We have looked into multiple
shared service options to lessen
tax burdens. Some options the
Council has supported and some it
has not because the cost out-
weighed the benefit. We will con-
tinue to fight to control taxes while
still providing residents with the
services they are accustomed to.

We do not wait and see when it
comes to finances or the needs of
our residents. Parking has be-
come a growing concern in
Garwood. Democrats on the
Council have brought attention
to this issue and have pushed the
Mayor to form a committee to
examine the situation and find
viable solutions. The possibility
of putting up permit parking (as
was done on Winslow, Anchor,
and Willow Avenues) only begins
to scratch the surface of address-
ing this concern. We are cur-
rently working on real solutions
to this issue rather than rushing
a band-aid solution. We do not
wait and see when it comes to
parking.

On November 4th, Garwood
residents will have a choice be-
tween a team with a proven track
record and a team whose cam-
paign promises have advanced
no potential solutions or real
ideas. The voters in Garwood
can’t afford to sit back to “wait
and see” what happens. We trust
the residents to endorse the team

that continues to get things done
in a timely, fiscally responsible
manner, a team that has proven
itself in the past. The residents of
Garwood can’t afford the luxury
of having these issues worked on
by untested candidates who have
attended Council meetings only
recently, without putting forth
any ideas or even asking any
questions.

The issues in Garwood need to
be addressed by the Democratic
team who has been working hard
to bring solutions to the prob-
lems in our borough, who have
been here through the best and
worst of times, and who still keep
on working to make Garwood an
even better place, not sitting
around to “wait and see.”

Garwood Democrats
Charles Lombardo for Mayor

Louis Petruzzelli for Council
Sara Todisco for Council

More Letters to the Editor
Garwood Dems Say Don’t Believe

ing the foresight to realize the
strain it will have on our resources.
The Council has since had to cre-
ate a “Parking Committee” to
address the parking concerns, an
issue that could have been avoided
with proper planning.

In summary, Garwood’s resi-
dents have become disenchanted
with the current leadership.

In a recent letter to the editor,
two sitting Garwood councilmen
from the Establishment clique
criticize my attempt to become
involved in our Borough’s affairs
and my ability to formulate my
own opinions. It seems I’m just a
simple taxpayer, voter and citi-
zen, and the tough questions
raised by the residents to whom
I’ve personally spoken, are not
welcomed.

I would like to thank the
Garwood Councilmen for their

letter as it reinforces why I have
decided to run for Council in the
first place. Their condescending
tone and lack of empathy for the
concerns of Garwood’s citizens is
further proof that our Borough
needs new direction, new ideas,
and a new voice. I am glad they
are now asking Sal Piarulli and
me to provide solutions to the
challenges they have created.

We, the people of Garwood, de-
serve better. As Councilwoman, I
will represent all Garwood resi-
dents whether they have lived in
town for 4 or 40 years. Please join
us in sending the Establishment
the message that we cannot af-
ford to continue on this current
path, and vote for Sal Piarulli and
me on November 4th.

Tina Simitz (R)
Candidate for Garwood Council

Candidate Tina Simitz Pledges

Incumbent Garwood Candidates on Athletic Field
Complex; Who’s Responsible, Who’s Credited?

Garwood Republican/Tea Party
Chairman Jim Mathieu recently
posted such a misleading note on
the Garwood Forum that he forces
those of us who are presenting
facts during election season to
reply. First of all: no, Jim, none of
us on the Garwood Council believe
that we should not be held respon-
sible for the Athletic Field Com-
plex. Despite our frustration with
the delays, we embrace the project
for all of the positive activities it
will bring to all members of our
community. We believe that none
of us have shirked our responsibil-
ity. We also however, believe that
we should be given credit for the
complex when it is completed. We
urge residents to look at the record
and see that we have been doing
our best to get answers and dead-
lines from the contractor. Mr.
Mathieu knows why the project is
delayed, but he also knows that
nothing can be done about it at
this time.

It’s just so easy to point accusing

fingers instead of providing solu-
tions. The Democratic Party had
the vision for the construction of
an athletic field over 10 years ago,
and through bi-partisan efforts,
up until the time Jim got elected to
Council, we have all worked to-
gether to make it a reality. Make
no mistake about it; this Complex
will be completed despite Jim
Mathieu and not because of him.
And most borough residents are
looking forward to its completion.
Likewise, all of us – except Mr.
Mathieu – should get the credit
when the complex is completed.
At that time, when it is completed,
and all Garwood residents are en-
joying the fruits of the complex,
we will turn to Jim, and hold him
responsible for his opposition to
the best recreational facility that

our borough will have. We trust
that even though Jim has opposed
this project, he and his family will
use it for years to come, and we
welcome them.

It should also be pointed out that
Mr. Mathieu didn’t suggest a
project manager at the time of
project commencement and we
would venture to say he wouldn’t
have supported spending extra
money to do so, since he rarely
wants to spend money, especially
on recreation and seniors. After
all, the Borough already had paid
professionals on this project and
only one contractor, in an effort to
put the accountability on one com-
pany rather than multiple. Some-
times delays like this happen on
government jobs when a munici-

Help Give Youth Roots in the
Community and Wings to the World
Many of us who live in the

Westfield area know what it is like
to raise a child in today’s compli-
cated world. It is not easy, but our
kids are the fortunate ones. Just
imagine if your own child was
completely alone, with no place
to go and no one to turn to. It’s
almost incomprehensible, isn’t it?

For the approximately 800
youth who age out of New Jersey’s
foster care system each year,
this is their reality. They are not
coming of age like our kids do.
These young people are aban-
doned, with few if any resources
to help them as they enter adult-
hood. Many are homeless, are
undereducated, and have never
had a stable adult relationship to
help them. They are prime tar-
gets for human trafficking, gang
affiliations and drug abuse.

Now, however, there is help
from an organization called Roots
and Wings, which recently ex-
panded into Union County. Its
single goal is to empower the

young adults in their program
and provide them with the tools
they need to become self-suffi-
cient, contributing members of
their communities.

Roots and Wings Union County
(RWUC) invites area residents to
a benefit on October 15 from
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the Mul-
berry House on Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield. Attendees will
enjoy delicious refreshments
while learning about RWUC, what
the volunteers have accom-
plished this year as well as the
challenges ahead. For ticket in-
formation, contact Susan
Tomljanovic, (908)  789-0009,

 stomljanovic@outlook.com.
If you would like to learn more

about the amazing success Roots
and Wings has had, or if you
think you might like to become a
part of RWUC, visit
www.rootsandwingsnj.com.

Christine Spear
Garwood
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