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Lincoln Eighth Graders
Thank Community

On September 20, Garwood’s
Lincoln School graduating eighth
grade class held its most suc-
cessful car wash in recent years.
Monies raised from various
fundraisers, to be held through-
out the school year, will assist
toward sponsorship of many ex-
citing graduation events planned
to make their last year at Lincoln
School a milestone journey filled
with cherished memories, which
otherwise may not be possible.

On behalf of all the eighth grad-
ers, we would like to thank and
acknowledge the munificent do-
nation made by Marano Marano
& Sons Sons; the generous con-
tributions made by Auto Spa of
Westfield, Home Depot, NAPA
Auto Parts, Moohya Burgers Fries
& Shakes, McDonald’s, T.G. &
Sons Ice Cream, Garwood Base-
ball League and Garwood Lincoln
Elementary School.

 Ann Jacewicz, President
Eighth Grade Parent Committee

Garwood

Garwood Dems Say Don’t Believe
Hearsay; Don’t ‘Wait and See’

Our opponents have chosen to
rely on hearsay in their latest
letter to the editor. We, the
Democratic candidates, have
never taken a “wait and see”
approach to serving the Garwood
community. Our record speaks
for itself. By using this hearsay,
our opponents are misleading
the residents of Garwood, hav-
ing them believe fabrications in-
stead of the truth.

In our campaign three years
ago, we promised residents that
we would promote redevelop-
ment of the North and South
Avenue corridors. We pushed for
and funded redevelopment stud-
ies and plans to promote appro-
priate development of our indus-
trial sites. This positive redevel-
opment will bring in ratables that
will lessen the burden for tax-
payers. The Democratic admin-
istrations of the past have worked
closely with developers to bring
in Home Depot, ShopRite,
Garwood Plaza, and the Mews/
Pointe to improve Garwood. We
did not wait and see when it
came to redevelopment.

We are all very frustrated by
the Athletic Field Complex, but
we have not taken a wait and see
approach here either. The coun-
cil liaison, Louis Petruzzelli, has
attended every single construc-
tion meeting (usually at least
two per month) since December
of 2012, visits the site on a weekly
basis, and is on the phone or e-
mail about this project daily. We
even chose to hire one contrac-
tor rather than multiple to
streamline accountability in an
effort to prevent issues.

Unfortunately, when govern-
ment entities have to accept the
lowest bid for a project, they are
often put in difficult positions.
Government projects are very

different from renovations on a
home where the homeowner
would have greater control. It is
easy for our opponents to criti-
cize without understanding the
process within which government
is bound. They do not even offer
suggestions with their criticism.

We did not wait and see when it
came to the Athletic Field. The
Finance Committee of the past
three years has been the most
proactive and transparent com-
mittee yet. We have pushed de-
partment heads to produce capi-
tal item projections for the next
three years rather than waiting
to find out what they need after
it is too late. We have produced
budget documents that make it
easier for residents to see where
their money is going.

Candidate Tina Simitz Pledges to
Represent All Garwood Residents

As I have been campaigning
door-to-door, I have found that
the residents of Garwood love
our town as much as I do, but
they have deep concerns about
certain issues and are frustrated
by our leaders’ lack of attention
to them. In particular:

They want to know when the
Athletic Field Complex (AFC) will
be completed but have received
no hard deadline from Borough
Hall. The latest estimate pro-
vided was 30-45 days, which
means that the kids in town have
missed yet another season of fall
sports on the field.

They have asked why there is
flooding near the AFC they’ve
never seen before, and where
the rats are coming from. Our
Council has brushed these valid
questions aside, believing that if

it was discussed at a Council
Meeting, then the problem must
be resolved. These issues beg for
attention, regardless of how
many discussions have been had
at Council meetings.

They wonder why their taxes
have gone up year after year,
and why many of our long-term
residents are being forced to
move from Garwood. Our taxes
continue to rise, while many com-
munities in NJ have seen their
taxes stay level or even decrease.

They are concerned about park-
ing, traffic and resource issues,
especially with The Village at
Garwood Senior Housing Project
well underway on 2nd Avenue –
72 units yet only 41 parking
spaces. The current administra-
tion approved this without hav-
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Local Letters to the Editor
gional Health Department in-
spected the grounds of the fore-
closed home residents had
blamed for the rat infestation
numerous times and have found
no evidence of a rat infestation
there, Commissioner O’Connor
said. The bank that owns the
property has inspected the in-
side of the house and has said
there are no signs of rats, she
said. The health department is
attempting to gain permission to
enter the house, she said.

Another property was identi-
fied as having “serious issues”
and “may be the source” of the
rat problem, Commissioner
O’Connor said.

The township’s enforcement of
building codes was touted by
Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato, not-
ing the added assessments this
year will be $300,000 for
Cranford. “...There has been an
additional 31 COs (certificates of
occupancy) in September, which
has added $6 million to the rat-
able,” Deputy Mayor Adubato
said. Building Sub-Code and Con-
struction Code Official Richard
Belluscio said his target is
$400,000.

Resident Barbara Krause said

she had some concern with the
cost of a part-time engineer. Mr.
Wall said Mr. O’Brien of Maser
Consulting is paid $140 per hour
and works 12 hours per week in
the office. He also gets aid per
project with a cap.

“I believe by the end of the year
you will see a dollar-to-dollar
comparison will be under what
we were in the past,” Deputy
Mayor Adubato said.

Mrs. Krause said the Depart-
ment of Public Works (DPW) is in
danger of losing personnel be-
cause they have been overworked,
and “picking up slack” when the
engineer is not on site. Mayor
Kalnins agreed the DPW has taken
on more tasks to repair streets in
the last three years, but also noted
additional staff was hired.

Resident of Colby Lane Felicia
Van Ostenbridge said there is
“mutterings” that Union County
College is not in favor of putting
its sports complex at Oak Ridge
Park and has discussed moving
the road on campus that enters
from Galloping Hill Road closer to
Colby Lane and building the sports
complex closer to Fairview Cem-
etery. The township committee
said it would look further into it.

miums paid by residents, Com-
missioner Thomas Hannen, Jr.
said.

Two technical assistants within
the construction code office were
hired by way of resolution to fill
two openings. Jennifer Kobliska
resigned as registrar to the health
department and Michelle Della
Sera resigned as technical assis-
tant to the building department.

Township community an-
nouncements were made. The
annual Hanson Park Conservancy
Rubber Ducky Race will be held
Sunday, October 19.

The Cranford Cougars football
team’s win over Summit that

broke Summit’s winning streak
was noted.

The Friends of the Cranford Li-
brary will hold its used book sale
Wednesday through Saturday,
October 15 to 18.

Breast Cancer Awareness
Month was recognized. “Check
out breast cancer facts and fig-
ures for 2013-2014 and maybe
you can save a friend or family
member’s life. It is very informa-
tive,” Commissioner D’Ambola
said.

Resident Questions CR Engineer

* CR Paving Projects to Begin *
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