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l'ennemi du journaliste

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It may not be said that the
game played between the
Cranford High School field hockey
team and A.L. Johnson on Octo-
ber 3 in Clark was a thing of
beauty. But when all was said
and done, the two schools with
rebuilding programs walked away
with a hard fought 0-0, overtime

(OT) tie that left neither team
any the worse for wear.

If any team had cause to walk
away feeling shortchanged, it
could have been Cranford (3-6-
2) as the Cougars had three solid
shot attempts in the final five
minutes of the OT period but
could not get one past Johnson
goalkeeper Emma Francisco.

“We definitely picked it up after

a slow start,” said Cougar Head
Coach Danielle DiPaolo. “I think
they [Johnson] controlled the
game early, but we came on and
started pressing their defense in
the second half. We did some
good things out there, just not
enough of them to get the win.”

Crusader Head Coach Katrina
Poskay saw things a little differ-
ently.

“I felt like we dominated the
game,” said Poskay. “We pos-
sessed the ball throughout much
of regulation. They [Cranford]
did get the better of it in the

overtime. I think we were get-
ting a little tired. They had sev-
eral chances to score, but fortu-
nately we got some solid play

from our goaltender and we were
able to salvage the tie.”

After a first half in which sus-
tained offense was almost non-
existent, the two teams contin-
ued the trend in the second half.
Cranford had one good opportu-
nity for a score with just over 12
minutes remaining when
Samantha Colucci got ahead of
the defense and raced into the
offensive third of the field with
the ball. But at the last moment,
Johnson defender Samantha
Cimbolic knocked the ball away
before Colucci could get a shot
off at pointblank range.

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Just five days after bouncing
Roselle from the ranks of the
undefeated with a 35-27 come-
from-behind victory, the Cranford
High School football team took
another giant step forward with a
33-14 stunning of the previously
undefeated Summit Hilltoppers
at Memorial Field in Cranford on
October 2.

The 3-1 Hilltoppers had previ-
ously won 27 straight games and
came into the showdown with
wins over North Plainfield (26-
0), Governor Livingston (31-7)
and Warren Hills (22-3). Addi-
tionally, the Hilltoppers were the
defending champions of the
Raritan Division of the Mid-State
38 Conference and have won the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
titles in 2012 and 2013. The Cou-
gars won the section in 2011.
The 4-0 Cougars dismantled
Warren Hills, 45-6, and
Somerville, 48-12, before butt-

ing it out with the Roselle Rams..
Against the Hilltoppers, junior

quarterback Jack Schetelich com-
pleted 14 of 18 passes for 233
yards, including three touchdown
receptions, and carried 17 times
for 9 yards, including a one-yard
touchdown plunge. His favorite
target, once again, was senior
Luke Christiano, who finished with
six receptions for 192 yards, in-
cluding touchdown receptions of
63 yards and 58 yards, and added
92 yards on the ground on 12
carries.

Senior running back Donavin
Walker had seven receptions for
32 yards, including a six-yard
touchdown grab, and carried nine
times for 64 yards. Junior Joe
Norton had one reception for nine
yards and rushed twice for 41
yards, including an elusive 36-
yard scamper. Norton also kicked
field goals of 27 yards and 33
yards, and hit three points after
touchdown.

The Cougars had three turn-

overs via fumbles, but their de-
fense snagged four interceptions.
Senior linebacker Eric Donahue
had a pair of interceptions, while
junior linebacker Niko Cappello
and Walker each had one inter-
ception. Cappello also had two
tackles, nine assisted tackles and
a quarterback sack, while Walker
had five tackles (1 throw for a
loss).

Junior offensive lineman Will
Fries made one tackles and as-
sisted on five, linebacker Colin
Scanlon had a solo tackle and
assisted on two. Senior lineman
Nick Ballas had two tackles and
eight assists. Junior linebacker
Ethan Tom had two throws for a
loss and senior defensive back
Kevin Trotter made four tackles
and two assists, while Christiano
a throw for a loss and two assists,
and senior lineman Jake
Matthews made two tackles, two

assists and two throws for a loss.
Summit quarterback Jake

Froschaur completed five of 12
pass attempts for 66 yards yards,
including two of the four inter-
ceptions, and added four carries
for 14 yards. Running back Chris
Zanelli carried 19 times for 72
yards, including a three-yard
touchdown bash, and Pete
McKinley had two rushes for no
yardage. Receiver Andrew
Helmer had three receptions for
33 yards, including a 15-yard
touchdown grab.

The majority of the scoring for
both teams came in the first half
beginning with Schetelich hook-
ing up with Christiano for the 63-
yard touchdown reception.
Norton split the uprights, mak-
ing the score, 7-0, but Summit
answered with a 15-yard touch-
down strike from Froschaur to
Helmer, and the point after at-
tempt was good.

Norton came back with his 27-
yard field goal near the end of

the first quarter then added his
33-yard field goal in the second
quarter to make the score 13-7,
but Zanelli answered with his
three-yard touchdown bash and
the successful point after gave
the Hilltoppers a 14-13 lead. Just
before the end of the second
quarter, Cappello intercepted
then Schetelich went on to hit
Walker with a six-yard touch-
down strike. The point after failed
and the Cougars entered the
locker room with a 19-14 lead.

Throughout the second half,
the Cougars’ defense prevented
the Hilltoppers from dancing in
the end zone again. In the mean-
time, Schetelich found Christiano
again, this time for a 58-yard
touchdown early in the third quar-
ter then after Donahue made his
first interception, Schetelich
added his one-yard touchdown
plunge in the quarter to finalize
the scoring.
Summit   7   7   0   0 14
Cranford 10   9 14   0 33

SCHETELICH CONNECTS CHRISTIANO FOR TWO TDS, NORTON 2 FG’S, DONAHUE 2 INTS

Cranford Cougars Paralyze Hilltopper Footballers, 33-14
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