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“The Skeleton Twins”
Cuts to the Bone

3 popcorns
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Director Craig Johnson’s “The
Skeleton Twins,” although deceivingly
simple of plot on first blush, stealthily
weaves a hypnotically engaging, bit-
tersweet tale about estranged male-
female twins who try to reconnect
following a rather eerie coincidence.
The small town scenario ostensibly
serves as a psychologist’s couch, with
a silent and unseen Dr. Freud interpo-
lating the cause of the title characters’
profound unhappiness. They are
troubled individuals to be sure, tor-
mented by their past, all of which will
become dramatically unraveled in
whodunit fashion.

We become absorbed thanks to su-
perbly empathic performances by
Kristen Wiig and Bill Hader as Maggie
and Milo, respectively, who, although
rife with their own specific neuroses,
mine lots of pungent, universal
thoughts about human beings in gen-
eral. Unafraid to seem too severe or
incredible, the tale’s preamble posits
its own, peculiar affirmation of the
special wavelength that exists between
twins. It happens that, just as we’re
tuning into their lives, both parties are
about to bid adieu to this cruel world.

Lucky for us and them, at least for
the time being, either the fates or ran-
dom happenstance dictate that the saga
shall here begin rather than end. Given
this initial shove, a cerebral pendulum
is set in motion, a nervous mood swing
that will sally back and forth between
optimistic and pessimistic, the mercu-
rial tone signaling the challenge at
hand.

One thing is a given, though, as
L.A.-based Milo accepts Maggie’s in-
vitation to come live with her and
hubby in the upstate New Yorkburg
where they grew up, at least until he
can sort things out a bit. Despite what-

ever reason caused the thirty-some-
things to hardly speak to each other in
ten years, they share an abiding devo-
tion. It’s a homecoming for Milo and
are discovery of her surroundings for
Maggie, ignited by bro’s culture shock.
A flood of emotions and old memo-
ries, sad and happy, rush forward as
they traipse through the bucolic little
village.

Slowly but surely, the interactions
and expository conversations between
brother and sister catching up work
backwards to divulge the awful truths
that have caused them such Sturm und
Drang. Prior to this smartly constructed
elucidation, one might have accused
the duo of throwing a pity party. Milo,
who is gay, has failed thus far in his
quest to become a movie star on the
Left Coast. Whereas Maggie has been
trying to ease into domestic bliss with
Lance, a nice enough if not very in-
vigorating, regular sort played by Luke
Wilson. But there are intervening de-
mons.

Because the subplots are all clues to
the pathologies being unveiled and
dissected, it is difficult to go into de-
tail without giving away some secrets
that essentially comprise the story.
But I will allow that Maggie and Milo
are haunted from the dark recesses of
what they care to remember. The sad
truth is that dearly beloved Dad solved
his problems by jumping off a bridge.
It then follows that Maggie and Milo’s
very touching travail is often a stirring
delve into what it takes to keep one’s
sanity and to seek those bright paths
that celebrate our natural urge to sur-
vive.

Much less problematic is the serio-
comic paean to siblinghood… a study
in the dynamics of this special love,
rivalry, hate and whatever other emo-
tions one may feel for their blood-
connected others. Miss Wiig and Mr.
Hader, who’ve had many years as regu-
lars on “Saturday Night Live” to hone
their chemistry, leave no doubt that
they are brother and sister, let alone
that they were formed by the very
same biological spark.

When they criticize each other, it
cuts with an especially jagged knife.
But when they happen upon a com-
monality, the affirmation of their natu-
rally born friendship is joyously heart-
warming.

Complicating the Yin and Yang of
their reunion, which the pair view as
an essential component of the healing
they seek, Milo looks up an old lover
several years his senior who still lives
in town. Maggie sees it as a major no-
no. Still, that doesn’t stop the equally
anguished twin from engaging in some
pretty verboten behavior of her own.
Ah, the heart is indeed a lonely hunter,
spurred on to sometimes regrettable
doings courtesy of inconsiderate hor-
mones and mysterious dissatisfactions.

 At such fragile junctures in our
lives, one can only hope that an inher-
ent wisdom coupled with a benevolent
bit of luck will ultimately prevail and
steer us carefully between the seduc-
tive Sirens that would deny our dreams
and full potential. Hence, while con-
sciously cheering for these flawed but
fundamentally good siblings, the fact
that we’re inwardly also rooting for
the human condition makes “The Skel-
eton Twins” a doubly gratifying enter-
tainment.

…

“The Skeleton Twins,” rated R, is a
Roadside Attractions release directed
by Craig Johnson and stars Kristen
Wiig, Bill Hader and Luke Wilson.
Running time: 93 minutes

Westfield Historical Society
Posts Photo Contest Winners

WESTFIELD — The Celebrate
New Jersey Photo Contest, spon-
sored by the Westfield Historical
Society to mark New Jersey’s 350th
year, concluded with winners being
announced in three categories. The
photos were judged by attendees at
the Historical Society’s annual
AppleFest celebration on Septem-
ber 27.

In the Buildings and Monuments
category, the winner was a photo of
Thomas Edison’s home, Glenmont,
in West Orange, taken by Thomas
Muscella. In the Nature category,
the winner was a photo of the Atlan-
tic Ocean waves, taken by Martha
Kieczykowski. In the People and
Animals category, a photo of two

male horses at Watchung Stables,
taken by Thomas Muscella, came in
first.

Prizes were awarded to all first-
place winners. Other entries by
Cindy Beal, Jennifer Principato and
Ray Roberts came in second place in
the three categories.

The winning photographs will be
on display at the Reeve History and
Cultural Resource Center, located at
314 Mountain Avenue in Westfield,
during Union County’s Four Centu-
ries in a Weekend event on Saturday
and Sunday, October 18 and 19.
Additionally, the winning photos are
posted on the Westfield Historical
Society website,
westfieldhistoricalsociety.com.

Musical Club of Westfield
Announces Free Concert

WESTFIELD — The Musical
Club of Westfield invites the public
to the first of its free Fall Afternoon
Concert programs to be held at the
First Baptist Church of Westfield,
located at 170 Elm Street.

The concert will begin at 1:30
p.m. and feature a varied program
performed by club members and
guest artists. Robert Romano, clari-
net, and Carolle-Ann Mochernuck,
piano, will play Brahms Sonata in
E-flat Major, Op, 120, No. 2. Debra
Biderman and Lubove Schnable, vio-
lins, will join with Robert Paoli,
viola, and Linda Fink, cello, for
Mozart’s Quartet in B-flat Major,
No. 17, K. 458, The Hunt. Beverly
Shea, harp, will join Ms. Biderman
and Ms. Fink for Beethoven’s Minuet

in G, Mouret’s Rondeau, Kreisler’s
Schon Rosmarin, Elgar’s Salut
d’Amour, Poldini’s Dancing Doll
and Sieczynski’s Vienna, My City
of Dreams.

The audience is invited to a recep-
tion after the program to meet the
performers.

The Musical Club of Westfield is
a 501(c)3 organization, now in its
99th season, and offers scholarships
to promising young musicians who
are pursuing a musical education.
Membership in the club is open to
anyone who in interested in music.
Those wishing information about
membership in the Musical Club of
Westfield as a performer or an asso-
ciate member may visit
musicalclubofwestfield.org.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCOTCH PLAINS DAY...The Hayes family enjoys a beautiful fall day and lunch
at Scotch Plains Day held on October 5, which offered vendors, food and rides for
the kids.

Film Festival Celebrates Its
10th Anniversary at Rialto

WESTFIELD — Beginning Tues-
day, October 21, and running five
weeks through Wednesday, Novem-
ber 19, the Jewish Community Cen-
ter (JCC) of Central New Jersey will
host its Tenth Annual Jewish Film
Festival of Central New Jersey at
partner Rialto Theatre, 250 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Opening night, October 21, will
feature Magic Men. Premiering in
New Jersey, this modern-day road
trip adventure explores the chal-
lenges of faith across generations,
and the understated performances
of the cast give the film real magic.
Attendees may join the anniversary
celebration with cake after the film.

The film 24 Days will be screened
on Wednesday, October 29. Another
New Jersey premiere, this movie
tells the tragic story of Ilan Halimi,
who, in 2006, was kidnapped in
Paris and tortured by The Gang of
Barbarians. With all of today’s
world conflict, 24 Days’ relevance
is powerful.

The Wonders will be shown on
Monday, November 3. Alissa Simon
of Variety says, “The Wonders is ‘an
unusual dramedy that offers a stylish
and amusing riff on Chinatown by
way of ‘Alice in Wonderland.’”

The Wonders is directed by renown
Israeli director Avi Nesher, who will
be a guest speaker after the movie.
Mr. Nesher’s background includes
work with American movie industry
greats such as Ron Howard, James
Cameron and Dino DeLaurentis.

Cupcakes will be screened on
Thursday, November 13. It is a de-
lightful story about a diverse group
of young neighbors in Tel Aviv who
are chosen to represent Israel in the
finals of “Universong,” a televised
song contest a la “America’s Got Tal-
ent.”

The Festival will wrap up with The
Jewish Cardinal on Wednesday, No-
vember 19. This film tells the amaz-
ing true story of Jean-Marie Lustiger,
a Jew, who maintained his cultural
identity as a Jew even after convert-
ing to Catholicism, joining the priest-
hood and rising through the ranks of
the church.

All shows begin at 7:30 p.m. There
will be plenty of seating, as each film
will be screened in two auditoriums.

Attendees may enjoy dinner be-
fore the movie with one of the JCC’s
restaurant partners. Film goers can
take advantage of special dinner of-
fers from Akai Lounge, Amuse,
Cosimo’s Italian Restaurant, Limani
Seafood Grill and Westfield Diner.

For details including film dates/
times, movie descriptions, ticket
price, ticket purchase and links to the
film trailers, visit jccnj.org.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. It is a constituent
agency of the Jewish Federation of
Greater MetroWest N.J., United Way
of Greater Union County and the
Westfield United Fund. Financial as-
sistance is available for membership
and various programs.

GLOBAL CLUB…The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison held its annual
Clubs Fair on September 26. Students walked around and perused the many
extracurricular offerings, including the Global Culture Club, where students
Astitva Soni of Edison, Akash Dalal of Scotch Plains, Ciara Varley of Woodbridge,
Max Needle of Scotch Plains, Brendan O’Brien of Sayreville and Katie Lee of
Edison stopped for a visit.

Plainfield Symphony Offers
‘Musical Treasures from Rome’

PLAINFIELD — The Plainfield
Symphony Orchestra will open its
historic 95th season this Saturday,
October 11, with a gala concert en-
titled “Musical Treasures from
Rome: The Music of Marco Frisina.”
The program, conducted by the en-
gaging composer himself, will in-
clude the world premiere of a sym-
phonic work commissioned as a gift
for the PSO by the orchestra’s Prin-
cipal Bassoonist, Lee Doswell.

From Rome, Marco Frisina is a
world-renowned composer and the
founding director of the 250-voice
Choir of the Diocese of Rome. His
body of work includes more than 415
liturgical and sacred songs, numer-
ous oratorios, over 30 film scores and
several operas. He is the recipient of
numerous international awards, in-
cluding the US Cable Ace Award for
the movie Joseph.

Known as a composer to the Popes,
many of his works were inspired by
and specifically written for Saint John

Paul II. Monsignor is a gifted priest,
composer, conductor, professor and
sought after lecturer as both a Dante
and Biblical scholar. His collection
of music and discography is expan-
sive; his compositions diverse, lyri-
cal, inspirational and have universal
appeal. For Frisina, music is an act of
love.

This will be a very special opportu-
nity to hear diverse selections of his
music that range from film to opera to
the sacred including the commis-
sioned Sinfonia Mysterium Paschale.
The orchestra will be joined by the
Crescent Choral Society in collabo-
ration with the Continuo Arts Sym-
phonic Chorus and dramatic soprano,
Elizabeth Perryman.

This concert will be repeated at a 3
p.m. non-subscription performance
on Sunday, October 12, at the Ridge
Performing Arts Center in Basking
Ridge. To view a special promo video
about Marco Frisina and these con-
certs, visit vimeo.com/103932065.

Incumbent GW Candidates on AFC;
Who’s Responsible, Who’s Credited?
Garwood Republican/Tea Party Chair-

man Jim Mathieu recently posted such a
misleading note on the Garwood Forum
that he forces those of us who are presenting
facts during election season to reply. First
of all: no, Jim, none of us on the Garwood
Council believe that we should not be held
responsible for the Athletic Field Complex.
Despite our frustration with the delays, we
embrace the project for all of the positive
activities it will bring to all members of our
community. We believe that none of us
have shirked our responsibility. We also
however, believe that we should be given
credit for the complex when it is completed.
We urge residents to look at the record and
see that we have been doing our best to get
answers and deadlines from the contractor.
Mr. Mathieu knows why the project is
delayed, but he also knows that nothing can
be done about it at this time.

It’s just so easy to point accusing fingers
instead of providing solutions. The Demo-
cratic Party had the vision for the construc-
tion of an athletic field over 10 years ago,
and through bi-partisan efforts, up until the
time Jim got elected to Council, we have all
worked together to make it a reality. Make
no mistake about it; this Complex will be
completed despite Jim Mathieu and not
because of him. And most borough resi-
dents are looking forward to its completion.
Likewise, all of us – except Mr. Mathieu –
should get the credit when the complex is
completed. At that time, when it is com-
pleted, and all Garwood residents are en-

joying the fruits of the complex, we will
turn to Jim, and hold him responsible for his
opposition to the best recreational facility
that our borough will have. We trust that
even though Jim has opposed this project,
he and his family will use it for years to
come, and we welcome them.

It should also be pointed out that Mr.
Mathieu didn’t suggest a project manager
at the time of project commencement and
we would venture to say he wouldn’t have
supported spending extra money to do so,
since he rarely wants to spend money,
especially on recreation and seniors. After
all, the Borough already had paid profes-
sionals on this project and only one con-
tractor, in an effort to put the accountability
on one company rather than multiple. Some-
times delays like this happen on govern-
ment jobs when a municipality has to take
the lowest bidder. These projects are very
different from home renovations where the
homeowner has greater control. We won-
der if Councilman Jim Mathieu will take
credit when someone tells him how great it
is when it’s done. “After all, he was on
Council, too.”

Jim further attempts to mislead the voter
by stating that the project has increased the
Borough’s debt by 66 percent. This state-
ment alone either proves he does not know
how government works, or he is purposely
deceitful. This figure is meant to scare the
voter, when really a spike occurs when a
major project takes place in a small bor-
ough. Garwood has not done a project of
this magnitude since 1983 when Borough
Hall was built. The tax impact of the com-
plex is minimal, with the Finance Team still
able to produce some of the lowest munici-
pal increases, including the very lowest
(this year at $39 per the average home), in
the past 12 years. Also, residents should
keep in mind that the $3 million figure he
quotes is before the numerous grants that
the borough has received. The Borough
remains far below the maximum dollar
amount that could be bonded by state guide-
lines. The Borough bonds are highly rated,
and our total debt to budget ratio is at
similar levels to our surrounding commu-
nities.

We urge Mr. Mathieu to stop using the
Athletic Field Complex as a scare tactic and
recognize that the complex is something
the Borough can afford and that it will be
finished soon. It will be a fantastic family
oriented facility, for all of our residents, of
which we will all be proud, being used for
a variety of activities, furthering a sense of
pride, community and it will generate rev-
enue.

Incumbent Council Candidates
Lou Petruzzelli (D)

Sara Todisco (D)
Garwood

Letters to the Editor

Jamie Novak to Share Tips
For Stress-Free Holidays

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library invites the com-
munity to “Tips for a Stress-free
Holiday Season: Organizing Tips
You Can Really Use” on Thursday,
October 16, at 7 p.m. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

Professional organizer Jamie
Novak will present this program. She
will teach participants “the one thing
they must do right now” to ensure a
stress-free holiday season, and will
discuss tips for a clutter-free home
that participants can carry out later.

Ms. Novak has been seen on QVC,
and she currently serves as a home
blogger for Martha Stewart’s Whole
Living. She also has been featured
on Home and Garden’s (HGTV’s)
“Mission Organization” and has
hosted her own show, “Sort It Out
With Jamie.”

Additionally, Ms. Novak is the
author of the number-one bestseller,
“1000 Best Quick and Easy Orga-
nizing Secrets.” Her franchised clut-
ter support/discussion groups, called
Clutter Clubs, run nationally. A lo-
cal resident, she also markets her
own product line called
Clutterproofing products.

This program will be free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. For
participating libraries, call the
Westfield Memorial Library at (908)
789-4090. To register for the pro-
gram, visit the library’s website at
wmlnj.org and click on the Online
Calendar, or call (908) 789-4090,
extension 0.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

Library Seeks Youth
For Teen Advisory Bd.
SCOTCH PLAINS — Young

people in grades 7 to 12 wishing to
take a more active role in teen pro-
gramming at the Scotch Plains Pub-
lic Library are invited to join the
Teen Advisory Board at the library.

An informational meeting will
take place on Monday, October 20,
at 4 p.m. Attendees will have the
opportunity to find out what the
Teen Advisory Board does and how
they can be a part of it.

This program is free and open to
all. Interested youth are encour-
aged to register through the
library’s website, scotlib.org; by
calling (908) 322-5007, extension
no.  204,  or  by e-mail  at
library@scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue, in
the center of the township.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that T-Mobile North-
east LLC and New Cingular Wireless PCS,
LLC, the lessees of a portion of property
known as One South Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey and shown on the Fanwood
Tax Assessment Map as Block 55, Lot 1,
have made application to the Fanwood
Planning Board for an extension of time on
the operation of the temporary wireless
communications facility located on the
property. The Board had previously al-
lowed for the operation of the facility for a
duration of two years from the receipt of
construction permits and the applicants
are requesting a six month extension of
time because they are not yet allowed to
replace their facilities at the PSE&G tower
and it is unlikely that they will be able to do
so prior to the expiration of the two-year
time period.

The Board had previously granted a use
variance, and variances for rear yard set-
back to permit the facility to be setback 12
feet from the rear yard, rather than 25 feet;
maximum impervious coverage to permit
92% rather than 90%; wireless setback to
property line to permit 12 feet, rather than
100 feet; wireless setback to residential
zone to permit 143 feet, rather than 500
feet; rear yard setback for accessory struc-
ture to permit 7 feet, rather than 10 feet;
tower height for a single user to permit 100
feet, rather than 90 feet; which are re-
quested to continue until its facilities are
removed from the property.  The applicant
will request any additional variances, waiv-
ers or other relief required by the Board
after its review of this application.

The Planning Board has scheduled a
public hearing to review the application for
October 22, 2014, at 7:30 P.M. at the
Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at which
time you may appear if you wish to be
heard with respect to this application. The
documents and plans in support of this
project are available for inspection at the
office of the planning board at the Borough
Hall during normal business hours.

Price, Meese, Shulman & D’Arminio, P.C.
Attorneys for T-Mobile Northeast LLC

By:  Gregory D. Meese, Esq.
Pinilis-Halpern LLP

Attorneys for
New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC

By: Judith A. Fairweather, Esq.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held October 7,
2014 and that the said Council will further
consider the same for final passage on the
21st day of October, 2014, at 8:00 p.m., or
as soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2029

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 16-16A OF THE
WESTFIELD TOWN CODE TO
REGULATE SMOKING IN ALL
MUNICIPAL PARK GROUNDS

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield in the County of
Union:

SECTION I:
1. Section 16-16A is hereby amended to

read as follows:
Sec. 16-16A. Westfield Municipal Park

Grounds and Facilities
(a) Definitions; prohibited activities.
(1) As used herein, the terms “smoking”

and/or “to smoke” shall mean (i) the inha-
lation of the fumes of burning plant mate-
rial of any type, including but not limited to
tobacco; (ii) the lighting and/or heating of
any cigarette, cigar, or any other product
containing tobacco or any other device
that can be used to smoke tobacco or
nicotine products; or (iii) the holding of any
object, including but not limited to, ciga-
rettes or cigars, that contains or consists of
burning plant material of any type, includ-
ing tobacco.

(2) Smoking shall be prohibited at all-
times throughout all municipal park grounds
and in all structures located on all munici-
pal grounds, including, but not limited to,
the grounds of the Westfield Memorial
Pool Complex, and all Town parks, fields,
tennis courts and other recreational facili-
ties.

(b) Posting of signs. “No smoking” signs
shall be clearly, sufficiently and conspicu-
ously posted in all municipal park grounds.

(c) Enforcement. The Westfield Health
Department and the Westfield Police De-
partment are hereby charged with the en-
forcement of this section. The Health Of-
ficer and all health inspectors of the
Westfield Health Department and all po-
lice officers of the Westfield Police Depart-
ment are hereby designated as enforce-
ment officers for the purpose of enforce-
ment of this Section 16-16A.  Any em-
ployee or person who desires to register a
complaint for a violation of the terms of
paragraph (a) of this section may file such
a complaint with the Westfield Health De-
partment or with the Westfield Police De-
partment.

(d) Violations and penalties.  Any person
who violates paragraph (a) of this section
shall be guilty of an infraction punishable
by:

(1) A fine, not less than fifty dollars and
not greater than one hundred dollars, for
the first violation;

(2) A fine, not less than one hundred
dollars and not greater than two hundred
dollars, for the second violation; and

(3) A fine, not less than two hundred fifty
dollars and no greater than five hundred
dollars, for the third and any subsequent
violation.

(e) Other applicable laws. No provision
in this section shall be construed or inter-
preted to allow smoking where it is other-
wise restricted by any other applicable
statutes, executive orders, rules, regula-
tions, or ordinances.

SECTION II. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with
any part of this ordinance are hereby re-
pealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.

SECTION III. This ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication as
soon as and in the manner provided by
law.

SECTION IV. In the event that any sec-
tion, part or provision of this ordinance
shall be held to be unenforceable or invalid
by any court, such holding shall not affect
the validity of this ordinance as a whole, or
any part thereof, other than the part so held
unenforceable or invalid.
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