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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Standing On the Corner,
Watching the Cars Go Bye

“Nail-biting, sleeplessness and
frowning” were the most noticeable
characteristics of first-year WHS head
football coach Joe Freeman as the 1941
season approached. He was replacing
Bob Duncan, whose first eight seasons
had been among the best in school his-
tory, but whose last four teams had gone
a combined 9-23-4.

Freeman had a history of turning
programs around fast, having coached
the 1936 WHS basketball team to a
best-ever 17-3 mark in his rookie year –
a school record for wins until 1959.
Preseason prognosticators predicted
Westfield’s best team in 10 years, since
Duncan’s 1932 team had ended a three-
year run with a combined 20-1-3 record.

And they were right. By the time
Thanksgiving rolled around, 1941 had
been a great one for the town of
Westfield. Freeman’s Blue and White
went 9-0 and shared the North 2, Group
3 title with Rahway. In addition, and
unknown to many locals, coach Bill
Ford’s Holy Trinity Blue Braves went
4-1-1 to earn the first-year New Jersey
Catholic School Athletic Association’s
Group 1 championship.

The reason for the good vibes around
WHS centered around the dynamic duo
of Jim Turpin and Floyd Beane. They
may or may not have been the original
dynamic duo, since Robin (Dick
Grayson) was written into his role with
Batman in the April 1940 issue of Detec-
tive Comics. (And of course there’s the
current dynamic duo of Lil Scott and
Jackie Knapp on the basketball court.)

Turpin was Mr. Inside, a devastating
runner, blocker, and linebacker. Turpin’s
life was cut short on Aug. 3, 1948 at age
25. An all-America fullback-linebacker
and captain elect at Morgan State who
had served in the South Pacific during
World War II, he was killed when he
was struck by lightning prior to his
senior year in college.

Beane was Mr. Outside, a speedy
halfback who led Westfield in scoring
in 1940 and ’41, scoring the same num-
ber of touchdowns in his senior year as
his uniform number, 13. After serving
in the Coast Guard during World War II,
Beane was a member of the Westfield
police department for 37 years before
retiring in 1987.

If you drove a car on the North side of
Westfield in the ’50s, ’60s, ’70s or ’80s,
you undoubtedly remember the police
officer with the white gloves, directing
traffic somewhere on East Broad Street.
Maybe you were one of the thousands
who consider yourself lucky enough to

be pulled over and lectured by Officer
Beane. I know I was lucky enough
several times.

But all things must pass. On Oct. 1,
Floyd Beane passed away at the age of 91.

In addition to football, Beane let-
tered in basketball and track. And he
was legendary for his marksmanship as
a member of the Westfield Police
Department’s pistol team. Three times
he scored a perfect 300 in competition,
as the team competed throughout the
Tri-State area.

It was his play during the fall of 1941
that made his name a legend in town
folklore, at least until he started direct-
ing traffic with white gloves, and be-
came a double legend.

Turpin scored nine times and passed
for six other scores, while Beane led the
team with 13 tallies, including three
each against Somerville and Roselle Park.

The memories of the touchdowns
and those great teams of the 1940s have
long since faded into sepia-toned pho-
tos – as they always do. In Floyd Beane’s
case, they were replaced by his later-
day image – the whistling cop (“Chi-
cago” among his favorites) with the
white gloves. It’s been over a quarter-
century since Beanie last stared down
an anxious driver in a rush to get past
him at Broad and Prospect. But nobody
will ever forget being pulled over by
Beanie. And NOBODY could stare a
driver into a hole in their driver’s seat
like Beanie.

The word “icon” came up often last
week as Facebook’s “You Know You’re
From Westfield” page was inundated
with remembrances of Officer Beane.
In my memory, the only other person
who could be classified as a Westfield
“icon” is Gary Kehler. Ironically G.K.
coached Beane’s son Harry on the 1962
and ’63 WHS football teams. (Floyd
and his wife Mary also had a daughter,
Dorothea, now an attorney in Atlanta.)

Fellow Westfield policeman Steve
Hobson suggested on Facebook renam-
ing Broad and Central, or Broad and
Prospect, as “Officer Floyd Beane
Plaza.” That’s an idea the Den would
support 100 percent.

Former WHS sprinter Marvan Palmer
(’73) best summed up the emotional
moment:

“He was one of a kind. They don’t
make them like that anymore. He meant
so much to so many people. You can’t
tell the history of Westfield without
him.”

WAHOF VIDEO
The Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame

has created a video, with the assistance
of Varsity Vantage’s Joe Rinaldi and
Charlie Bowman, to present the class of
2014, which will be inducted on Mon-
day, Nov. 24, at the Westwood. It’s 38
minutes and has information and pho-
tos about the 16 new members. Glen
Kehler, Steve Merrill and Bruce Johnson
provide the words. To view it, go to
h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=tEcyey1eHUU.

All WHS sports fans – past, present
and future – are welcome to attend.
Tickets ($50 each) are available from
Sandy Mamary at the high school ath-
letic department.

HISTORIC WIN
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls ten-

nis team ended a 63-match losing streak
against WHS on Sept. 23 when it earned
a 3-2 victory at LeGrande Park. WHS
won at No. 1 and 2 singles with Becca
Sisto and Caroline King, but SPF took
the other three matches, including a
three-setter at second doubles.

Ironically, the last time the Raiders
had beaten the Devils – on May 9, 1973
– came when they got wins by Sue Fane
and Lisa Miller at first and second
singles for a 4-1 victory. No. 3 singles
Avis Fromer was the lone WHS winner
that day. Coach Kathy Luckey’s girls
bounced back and won the first of their
many state championships, beating
Cherry Hill East, 3-2, in the final.

Scotch Plains had beaten WHS, 3-2,
in 1972 in the state tournament, aveng-
ing an earlier 3-2 loss. In 1974 the teams
met twice during the regular season,
WHS winning 4-1 and 5-0. The streak
was at two, and counting . . .

The teams meet again on Oct. 23 at
Tamaques Park.

THIS AND THAT
The gymnastics team gets to perform

in a tournament setting tonight when it
travels to Cranford for the Cougar Invi-
tational. Westfield has competed there
since 2002, winning 11 out of the 12
team titles, every year but 2011, when
they were second to the host school.

The cross-country season begins to
heat up on Tuesday when the Watchung
Conference championships are held at
Warinanco Park in Roselle. The boys
team has won nine conference titles in
a row, while the girls have won the last
seven.

Ridge will be the football opponent
Saturday, 2 p.m., at Kehler Stadium.
The Red Devils have won the only two
previous meetings, both in the playoffs,
including last year’s 35-28 thriller. They
are coached by Bill Tracy, an assistant
coach at WHS in the mid-1990s under
Jim Benedict and Ed Tranchina.

WHS fell to 1-2 last Thursday, drop-
ping a 15-14 overtime decision to un-
beaten Linden in what amounted to an
old-fashioned slugfest. The Devils had
almost 200 yards on the ground, with
Jack Curry (17-103) and Jack Simcox
(18-88) splitting the duties.

IN PASSING
Paul Revere, the organist and founder

of the '60s rock band Paul Revere and the
Raiders, died Sunday at the age of 76.

Floyd Beane (13) was the leading scorer for the 1941 WHS football team (9-0).
Other noteables: first-year coach Joe Freeman (back row, second from left), Jim
Turpin (24), Bob Lowe (33), Jack Hahn (27) and Bob Dello Russo (18).

Blue Devils Top GL
In Girls Soccer, 1-0

The Westfield High School girls
soccer team improved to 5-3-1 with a
1-0 victory over the 7-3 Governor
Livingston Highlanders at Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield on October 2. Se-
nior Sara McCutcheon netted the lone
goal on an assist from sophomore
Taylor Morgan. Senior goalkeeper
Kiera Loftus made nine saves.

to them, 2-1. So both games they
proved to have a slightly better edge
than us. We made adjustments and
they made adjustments. We were
pretty evenly matched and they came
out on the top end, and they deserve
it,” Coach MacDonald said.

As the season progressed, several
Blue Devils did become victims of
injuries.

“We’ve had some injuries, espe-
cially the senior class has dwindled
because of injuries, but our core of-
fensive players are still here and they
are still working their hardest to make
things happen. I think this is the first
we have been shutout since our first
game [Randolph]. We have been do-
ing a pretty good job of it, we just
couldn’t execute today,” Coach
MacDonald said.

Despite the loss, Coach MacDonald

did see some positive progress but
also saw some areas were improve-
ment is needed.

“Yesterday we worked a lot on
receiving the ball then heading the
opposite direction. In field hockey,
you can’t use your feet and you can’t
cause an obstruction, so we worked
on redirecting the ball, putting our
body in the right position. The big-
gest thing I took away from today
was we need to do a better job antici-
pating. We are reacting to a play and
we need to anticipate what the play is
going to be. We are not the fastest
team, so we have to make up for that
in some ways. We need to be a little
bit more active in our pursuit,” she
said.

Congratulations
Agents of the Month!

Frank D. Isoldi
Broker Sales Associate

Elizabeth Bataille
Sales Associate

Elias Christodoulakis
Sales Associate

SCOTCH PLAINS $1,695,000
One of a kind rare opportunity! 5BR, 5 1/2BA,
incredible Great Rm, magnificent Sunrm, indoor
lap pool, Exercise Rm, 1 acre. MLS 3131779

WESTFIELD $999,000
Meticulous well blt 4BR Needle Point Home. EIK
w/center islnd opn to FR w/wbfp, spacious bdrms,
MBR w/full bth,lndscpd prop. MLS 3170670

WESTFIELD $899,900
Beautiful 6BR, 2.5BA Col w/wrap around porch
blends charm w/modern amenitites, incld. HWF,
lovely millwork & updated Kit. MLS 3167536

WESTFIELD $895,000
5BR, 3 1/2BA Col on 1/2 acre cls to down town
& NYC transp, lg Kit w/granite, FR w/sldrs to
patio, cozy addt'n for multi-use. MLS 3155996

SCOTCH PLAINS $810,000
Custom built exp. Ranch on cul-de-sac, backs to
Ponderosa Park, 5BR, 3 1/2BA, very lrg rms, 2 fpls,
new kit, 5 zn heat, 2 zn CAC. MLS 3153085

WESTFIELD $699,000
Elegant 5BR, 3BA Col, newer Kit w/granite & SS
applncs, newer bths, spacious open flrpln, HWF,
finished basement w/rec room. MLS 3174607

WESTFIELD $729,000
Charming 5BR, 2.2BA Col features entrance
vestibule, wbfp in LR, sun lit den, FDR, Granite
EIK w/separate brkfst rm. MLS 3173287

WESTFIELD $619,000
Spacious 4BR, 2 1/2BA home on quiet str, HWF,
lrg entry foyer, LR w/picture window, FDR, EIK,
MBR ste, lrg FR, park-like prop. MLS 3170881

WESTFIELD $599,000
'Turn Of The Century Colonial' on 1/3ac,
Beautiful lrg windows, spacious rms, high ceilings,
HWF & a fab 23'X17' addt'n. MLS 3175064

WESTFIELD $595,000
Bright & spacious English Col w/3BR, 2.1BA, high
ceilings, HWF & charming details, LR w/wbfp,
FDR, large FR w/vaulted ceilings. MLS 3174656

SCOTCH PLAINS $449,999
Charming 3BR, 2 Bath Expanded Cape, Living
Rm, Dining Rm, Kitchen w/pantry, Fenced yard
w/patio, 1-car attached garage. MLS 3162774

SCOTCH PLAINS $319,900
Perfectly updated & maintained 3 level condo
with 7RM/2BR/2.5BA, located in gated commu-
nity w/pool, tennis & club house. MLS 3159384
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Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
Coldwell Banker Home Loans

Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
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www.facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield
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715 Fairacres Avenue, Westfield Priced at $919,900
Move right in to this beautifully decorated four bedroom colonial in the highly desirable Washington School
district. You are immediately greeted in the sunny living room with wood burning fireplace. The formal dining
room flows perfectly into the gourmet eat in kitchen complete with Italian granite countertops and top-of-the-
line stainless appliances including a Thermador double oven. The kitchen is open to an inviting family room
with built ins making it perfect for entertaining! The second floor features four bedrooms including the master
suite equipped with its own luxurious bath as well as a brand new hallway bath (2014) complete with radiant
heat. A wonderful location – conveniently located close to schools, Westfield's award-winning downtown and
NYC transportation, this is the perfect place to call home!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, October 12th • 1-4PM
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Jean Marie Morgan

On September 27, the Blue Devils
defeated Newark Academy, 3-1.
Bouchoueva connected for a goal and
added a pair of assists. Senior co-
captain Sophie Bass and junior co-
captain Cami Sullivan also scored a
goal and Seery made four saves.
AL Johnson 1 0 1
Westfield 0 0 0

Probitas Verus Honos

Crusaders Nudge Blue Devils in UCT Field Hockey
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING FOR POSSESSION...Blue Devil Bridgid McCusler, left, tries to get possession of the ball before Crusader defender
Carolyn DiFabio, No. 10, gets to it in the Union County Tournament game at Kehler Stadium on September 30.


