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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

TOUR...New RWJ Rahway Board member, Dr. Michael Thien, recently toured
the hospital, noting more than $1 million in contributions were given since 2000.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Marlene H. Lubinger, RWJ Rahway Foundation
president; Dr. Thien, senior vice-president of Global Science Technology Com-
mercialization, Merck & Co., Inc., and Kirk C. Tice, president and chief executive
officer, RWJ Rahway.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
PROJECT MED...Westfield Police Chief David Wayman announced that pre-
scription medications, including pet medications, can be dropped off anony-
mously in a dropbox located in the lobby of the Westfield Police Department 24/
7, 365 days a year. A mobile drop unit also will be available at community events.
Project Medicine Drop is a national effort to help prevent abuse and diversion of
prescription drugs. To learn more, visit njconsumeraffairs.gov/meddrop or call
(800) 242-5846.

Suzette F. Stalker for The Westfield Leader
HELLO FROM FLORIDA...Phyllis Stalker of Clark and her brother, Eddie
Poetsche, enjoy The Westfield Leader while visiting each other recently at Mr.
Poetsche’s home in Pembroke Pines, Fla. Mrs. Stalker and Mr. Poetsche grew up
in Springfield, and Mr. Poetsche always enjoys catching up on all the Jersey news.

BIRTHDAY BASH…Dozens of well-wishers gather Sunday at 16 Prospect Street
in Westfield to congratulate Gail Sloan on her birthday. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Tom Sloan, her husband; Carol Kearney, Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
and Ralph Rapuano.

WF Planning Bd. OK’s Reno
Of Ex-Norris Site for Redcom

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Monday night’s
planning board meeting, the board
approved the renovation and reha-
bilitation of the former Norris
Chevrolet building along with the
approval of two subdivisions.

Redcom Design and Construction
will be the new owners and tenants of
the former Norris Chevrolet on North
Avenue following rehabilitation and
an addition to the existing structure.
Redcom currently is headquartered
on Elmer Street in Westfield.

While the application required sev-
eral variances dealing with lot cover-
age and setbacks, all of those vari-
ances sought were pre-existing non-
conforming conditions. The appli-
cant intends to remove the sheds
from the site and construct an 840-
square-foot addition to the building,
according to engineer John Manilio.

The plan calls for 48 parking spots
where 54 are required, but Mr.
Manilio stated that Redcom currently
employs 42 people, 10 of whom work
in the field 90 percent of the time. It
also was pointed out that the com-
pany only has 10 parking spaces at its
current location, which forces em-
ployees to park on the street and in
the public parking lot on Elmer Street.

Professional planner John
McDonough called the renovation
“an adaptive re-use of a long-stand-
ing structure.” He also said this use
is “benign” compared to the possi-
bilities of a restaurant or retail, given
that it backs to homes on South
Euclid Avenue.

A handful of residents were in
attendance at the meeting and ques-
tioned the lighting, as the dealership
lighting was “obtrusive” to their
homes. They also stated that they
would like to see the current fence
along the South Euclid border be
replaced as it is in poor condition.

Board member Darielle Walsh said
the building has been an “eyesore
for a long time” and that she was
“pleased to see it’s a business stay-
ing in Westfield.”

The application was unanimously

approved with the conditions that
Redcom return to the site plan review
committee with a lighting plan, land-
scaping and fencing plans along South
Euclid Avenue and a plan for reha-
bilitation of what board members
called a dilapidated parking lot.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a conforming two lot subdivi-
sion of 627 Fourth Avenue brought
forward by Ralph Rapuano. The cur-
rent single-family home will be de-
molished to make way for two new
homes. Each lot will be fully con-
forming to the RS10 zoning, which
requires a minimum square footage
of 10,000 feet. The lots are required
to be 70 feet wide, but will each be
over 80 feet wide and 125 feet deep.

Town Planner Bill Drew requested
that any existing trees on the prop-
erty that could remain be left alone.

Additionally, the board approved
an application by Michael Mahoney
for a minor subdivision of 227 and
231 Elizabeth Avenue. The applica-
tion sought to take 3,225 square feet of
227 and add it to 231. The applicant
had previously been granted a three-
lot subdivision by the board. The ap-
plication was approved with the con-
dition that the existing home on the lot
is to remain, as was mentioned in the
prior subdivision approval.

hance the county and region’s abil-
ity to prepare for, respond to, and
recover from acts of terrorism.

Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi told the freeholders she
hopes her office will introduce its
new e-filing system later this year
for all documents filed through her
office including deeds and mort-
gages. The board will vote tonight
to hire Wisolmerski Associates, Inc.,
of Pembroke Pines, Fla., at $41,350
to work on that project as part of a
contract to provide technical sup-
port to the clerk’s office for record-
ing, indexing and accounting ser-
vices.
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Resident Questions Part-
Time Engineer in Cranford

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Residents have ques-
tioned the township committee’s deci-
sion to hire a part-time, contracted town-
ship engineer versus hiring a full-time
staffer.

Richard Marsden, Jr. held the position
as a full-time township engineer for more
than 10 years, until he was replaced ear-
lier this year with Carl O’Brien of Maser
Consulting, who is contracted by the
township on a part-time basis to fulfill the
duties of township engineer.

Brian McCarthy, a Democratic candi-
date for township committee, asked the
committee Tuesday at the official public
meeting how many hours Mr. O’Brien
works on Cranford-related projects.

“That would vary week-to-week de-
pending on what the projects are. He has
12 hours of office hours in the
building…We also have use of the other
400 people in his organization and all the
various disciplines they provide,” Mayor
Andis Kalnins said.

Township Administrator Terence Wall
said he could look at the itemized bills to
determine hours spent on projects.

“I know we hear some concerns but we
are way ahead than we were,” Commis-
sioner Robert D’Ambola said.

“The North Avenue Train Station
project we believe has been saved by this
engineer,” Mr. D’Ambola said. He said
the committee is anticipating construc-
tion to begin in February or March.

“The Orchard Brook improvement is
another project this engineer pulled from
the dusty shelves,” Mr. D’Ambola stated.
The project would impact approximately
150 homes in the area, he said.

The township committee introduced
an ordinance that will codify the master
plan, which will be implemented and
enforced through the planning and zon-
ing board.

The Hillside Avenue Tunnel, which is
used as a passageway most commonly
for students to get to and from Hillside
Avenue School, has cracked concrete,
Mr. McCarthy said. Conrail, last year,
had installed a tubular liner inside to
protect from leaks, but lighting has yet to
be installed. Mr. McCarthy also said the

fence line is open by the train tracks,
which he said is a safety hazard to the
kids. Commissioner D’Ambola said he
would notify Mr. O’Brien of the concrete
issue and the fence, and follow up on
completing the lights.

The township filed a responding brief
from the appellate division in regards to
the appeal of the court’s decision for the
Birchwood Avenue development, Town-
ship Attorney Diane Dabulas said. A
date could be set for an argument as
early as February or March, Ms. Dabulas
said.

The Mayors Council Rahway River
Flood Control will continue to push for
funding from Congress to complete the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers feasibil-
ity study, Mayor Kalnins said. “We are
also working other angles including work-
ing with the DEP and the possibility of
getting pre-funding from the state and the
county,” Mayor Kalnins said.

The committee gave its condolences to
the family of Ed Trush, a member of the
Cranford Flood Advisory Committee and
a committee that studied the form of
government for Cranford, who passed
away September 22. He was instrumental
in beginning the project to reduce flood
premiums paid by residents, Commis-
sioner Thomas Hannen, Jr. said.

Two technical assistants within the
construction code office were hired by
way of resolution to fill two openings.
Jennifer Kobliska resigned as registrar to
the health department and Michelle Della
Sera resigned as technical assistant to the
building department.

Township community announcements
were made. The annual Hanson Park
Conservancy Rubber Ducky Race will be
held Sunday, October 19.

The Cranford Cougars football team’s
win over Summit that broke Summit’s
winning streak was noted.

The Friends of the Cranford Library
will hold its used book sale Wednesday
through Saturday, October 15 to 18.

Breast Cancer Awareness Month was
recognized. “Check out breast cancer facts
and figures for 2013-2014 and maybe
you can save a friend or family member’s
life. It is very informative,” Commis-
sioner D’Ambola said.

project and we want to fund it that
way so it doesn’t affect our operating
budget for next year,” concluded Mr.
Gildea.

The council also approved the
demolition of single-family dwell-
ings located at 510 Summit Avenue,
627 Leigh Drive and 903 Pennsylva-
nia Avenue as well as a single-family
dwelling and detached garage located
at 129 Brightwood Avenue and a
single-family dwelling and shed lo-
cated at 8 North Wickom Drive.

The next town council conference
session open to the public is sched-
uled for Tuesday, October 21, at 7
p.m., at the municipal building lo-
cated at 425 East Broad Street. The
conference session will be immedi-
ately followed by the council’s regu-
lar public meeting at 7:45p.m.
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compliance will be “prospective.”
Mayor Paul Mirabelli noted that the
overwhelming majority of the
community’s responses to the survey
were either “yes” or “not applicable,”
and the council’s  goal was to con-
tinue to closely monitor and control
expenditures.

Borough Engineer Michael Disko
presented a report to the council on
his plans to attempt to obtain a grant
from the New Jersey Department of
Transportation (DOT) to repave sev-
eral roads in the community. Mr.
Disko explained that not all roads
which need repair fit the criteria es-
tablished by the state, and the useful
life of a heavily traveled road is ap-
proximately 15 years. Since the DOT
will make only one grant, the council
recommended that Mr. Disko apply
for funds to repave Wood Valley and/
or Forest Hill Road.
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Leader/Times
Staff Change

Lauren S. Barr has taken over the
position of editor for Education,
Arts and Entertainment for The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. Lauren can
be reached at existing emails used
for those sections:
edu@goleader.com or
ae@goleader.com.

We thank Betsey Burgdorf for
her service as editor and wish her
the best in her new endeavors.
Lauren was the newspaper editor in
the past.
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Westfield Bd. of Education
ing the Energy Star Label. Energy
Star buildings use 35 percent less
energy and cause 35 percent fewer
greenhouse gases than similar build-
ings. Seven district buildings have
received the award, they are:
Westfield High School, Edison In-
termediate School, Roosevelt In-
termediate School, Franklin El-
ementary School, Wilson Elemen-
tary School, Tamaques Elementary
School and the administration build-
ing. Since July of 2007 to August
2014, the district has saved
$2,975,152.

“The savings we achieved not
only help our budget but the envi-
ronment as well,” she said.

Ms. Dolan said the report on vio-
lence, vandalism and sustenance
abuse (vvsa) and HIB from January
1 to June, shows that all incidents
are down. She said 11 violent inci-
dents were reported. In five cases
the police were notified. The result
was 12 long-term suspensions and
two other discipline measures. She
said that there were 18 investiga-
tions of HIB reports, resulting in
four confirmed reports. The re-
ported incidents had to do with com-
ments about race or national origin,
she said. Ms. Dolan also said that
this week is a “Week of Respect,”
where students learn to respect
themselves and others.

On the subject of medical policy,
Ms. Dolan said it has been outlined
to parents that the district is up-to-
date on the EBOLA and MERSA
viruses. “he need for personal hy-
giene has been stressed to students,”
she said.

In other business, the board ap-
proved the acceptance of several
grants to the district. Mark Fried-

man, chairman of the board’s fi-
nance committee, announced the
gifts, which are: $22,809 from an
anonymous donor for the purchase
of 30 laptops and a laptop cart for
the McKinley School, $1,334 from
the Westfield Coalition for the Arts
to the Franklin School’s Music De-
partment for the purchase of new
Orff instruments, and $3,397 from
the Franklin School PTO for the
purchase of classroom equipment
and materials.

The Parent Teacher Council of
the Westfield Pubic Schools is spon-
soring a Candidates’ Night for those
running for the Board of Education
on Wednesday, October 15, at the
Westfield High School auditorium.
The six candidates are: Michael
Bielen, Noreen Coleman, Mark
Friedman, Christopher Langhart,
Margaret (Peggy) Oster and David
Sexton.

A moderator from the League of
Women Voters will present ques-
tions from the audience for as long
as time permits. Questions can be
e-mailed in advance to Lisa Wendel,
PTC chairwoman of the event at
lkwendel@gmail.com. The dead-
line for submission is this Friday,
October 10.

Curriculum Committee Chair-
woman Roseanne Kurstedt an-
nounced that on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 22, at 7:30 p.m., the Special
Education PTC will host a presen-
tation by Robert Zambrano of the
Stress and Anxiety Services of New
Jersey. The event will be held in the
Westfield High School’s cafeteria
B. Mr. Zambrano is a clinical psy-
chologist specializing in helping
parents, teachers and therapists deal
with stress. He will offer practical
strategies for school and home.

There will be no school this Mon-
day, October 13 in observance of
Columbus Day.

The next board meeting will be a
workshop meeting on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 21, at 7:30 p.m. at the admin-
istration building, located at 301
Elm Street.
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Cranford Paving Projects
three projects,” Mr. O’Brien said.

“It is the most road paving the
town has ever done in a year,” Mr.
O’Brien said.

The township has received a 90
percent in its Best Practices Inven-
tory checklist from the State of New
Jersey Department of Community
Affairs, Township Administrator
Terence Wall said. “We will receive
no reduction in our final aid (Con-
solidated Municipal Property Tax
Relief and Energy Tax Relief aid)
numbers,” Mr. Wall said. The In-
ventory encourages municipalities
to embrace practices that promote
financial accountability, sound
management and transparency, ac-
cording to the state website.

The township pools are expected
to have architectural drawings for
improvements, including new roofs
and ceilings to repair leaks, making
the showers ADA compliant, and
new pool decks, Commissioner Tom
Hannen, Jr. said. Part of the im-
provements will be paid by grant
money and part by pool utility capi-
tal funds, Mr. Hannen said. The
Orange Avenue Pool had a new fil-
ter put in recently and was paid for
with grant money, Mayor Kalnins
said.

Cranford Baseball Coach Dennis
McCaffery has submitted a request
to join with a group to be formed to
do work on baseball field dugouts
on the back section of Memorial
Field, Commissioner Hannen said.
The proposal is to make the dugout
“double deep” and extend it, as well
as adding a structure above the dug-
out for a press booth, storage and a
meeting room, and a locker room
on the back section of the dugout.
Initial cost estimates are about
$60,000, with part of it funded

through a county grant and about
$21,000 coming from the township.

The commissioners agreed to kick
in the township’s share should the
baseball league procure the remain-
der of the funds.

Scherrer Street residents have said
they have seen less of a rat problem,
Commissioner Mary O’Connor
said. The Westfield Regional Health
Department inspected the grounds
of the foreclosed home residents
had blamed for the rat infestation
numerous times and have found no
evidence of a rat infestation there,
Commissioner O’Connor said. The
bank that owns the property has
inspected the inside of the house
and has said there are no signs of
rats, she said. The health depart-
ment is attempting to gain permis-
sion to enter the house, she said.

Another property was identified
as having “serious issues” and “may
be the source” of the rat problem,
Commissioner O’Connor said.

The township’s enforcement of
building codes was touted by
Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato, not-
ing the added assessments this year
will be $300,000 for Cranford.
“...There has been an additional 31
COs (certificates of occupancy) in
September, which has added $6
million to the ratable,” Deputy
Mayor Adubato said. Building Sub-
Code and Construction Code Offi-
cial Richard Belluscio said his tar-
get is $400,000.

Resident Barbara Krause said she
had some concern with the cost of a
part-time engineer. Mr. Wall said
Mr. O’Brien of Maser Consulting is
paid $140 per hour and works 12
hours per week in the office. He
also gets aid per project with a cap.

“I believe by the end of the year
you will see a dollar-to-dollar com-
parison will be under what we were
in the past,” Deputy Mayor Adubato
said.

Mrs. Krause said the Department
of Public Works (DPW) is in dan-
ger of losing personnel because they
have been overworked, and “pick-
ing up slack” when the engineer is
not on site. Mayor Kalnins agreed
the DPW has taken on more tasks to
repair streets in the last three years,
but also noted additional staff was
hired.

Resident of Colby Lane Felicia
Van Ostenbridge said there is
“mutterings” that Union County
College is not in favor of putting its
sports complex at Oak Ridge Park
and has discussed moving the road
on campus that enters from Gallop-
ing Hill Road closer to Colby Lane
and building the sports complex
closer to Fairview Cemetery. The
township committee said it would
look further into it.


