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The Westfield Memorial Library presents 

“Historical Haunts of Central NJ” 
On Wednesday, October 8 at 7:00 pm 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 

   
Sign up online at www.wmlnj.org 
and click on the Calendar link, or 

call 908.789.4090 option 0. 
It’s your Library … make the most of it 
550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

What ghosts roam within the historic sites 
and buildings of central New Jersey? How 
accurate are the traditional stories? From 
the shadowed woods of the Somerset Hills 
to the dappled banks of the Delaware 
River, Mr. Ward delivers a rich mix of fac-
tual history and the sound investigation of 
ghostly phenomena.  
His many years of experience with the col-

lection of forensic-based evidence to both dismiss and support 
claims of hauntings, especially in historic locations, led to his book 
Ghosts of Central Jersey. His most recently published book, Trac-
ing Infinity: Bridging the Gap between Earth and Heaven is more 
spiritual in nature and deals with sensing and experiencing the 
divine in the world around us. A lifelong artist, Mr. Ward’s has writ-
ten songs, books, speeches, newspaper and magazine articles, 
interpretive displays and poetry. Make sure you sign up now for a 
thought provoking and entertaining evening! 

Westfield Fencing Club
Begins New Session

WESTFIELD — Recent newspaper
and Internet articles show a renewed
interest in the sport of fencing. Al-
though most area residents may not be
committed to the type of sword fight-
ing exhibited by the HEMA (Historical
European Martial Arts) trend growing
in North America, their fencing inter-
ests can be addressed more locally.

The Westfield Fencing Club, a divi-
sion of the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts (NJWA), currently is register-
ing students for the new session of
classes and bouting for beginning, in-
termediate and advanced fencers in
sabre, foil and epée, using electronic
scoring equipment.

“For more than 20 years we’ve been
helping students young and old dis-
cover the great sport of fencing. Our
approach is simple: stress safety and
sportsmanship, teach the basics, train
for competitions and have fun,” said
Ron Margulis, Head Coach of the
Westfield Fencing Club.

Mr. Margulis, joined by coaches Jerry
Duffey, Charlie Dooley, David Liss,
Joe Zanko and Don Satchell, will not
only teach the skills involved in this
sport, but they also can help prepare
students to participate in competitions.

Classes are held on Wednesday eve-
nings, at 7 p.m., and on Saturday morn-
ings, at 9:30 a.m. Fencing classes are
open to students age 10 and older, as
well as to adults. The program is held at
the All Saints’ Episcopal Church, 559
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, and con-
sists of 30 lessons.

Fencers are asked to wear loose-
fitting clothing and white-soled sneak-
ers to all classes. Fencing equipment is
available for rental.

Students must pre-register with the
NJWA before attending class. For ad-
ditional information, log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com, visit the
NJWA studios at 150-152 East Broad
Street, Westfield, or call (908) 789-
9696.

TOUCHE...The Westfield Fencing Club, a division of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts (NJWA), is currently registering students for the new session of
classes and bouting for beginning, intermediate and advanced fencers in sabre,
foil and epée, using electronic scoring equipment. For additional information, log
on to www.njworkshopforthearts.com, visit the NJWA studios at 150-152 East
Broad Street, Westfield, or phone (908) 789-9696.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“This is Where I Leave You”
Sibling Reveries

2 and ½ popcorns

Delaware Train Show
Octoberfest Toy Show
NEW CASTLE, Del. — On Satur-

day, October 25, the Delaware Train
Show will take place from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. at the Nur Shrine Center in New
Castle, Del. Admission is $4, chil-
dren under the age of 12 are free; $10
early buyers 8 a.m. admission.

The show will feature over 150
tables of trains, accessories, slotcars,
and some toys. The Delaware Train
Show will have a diversity of trains in
all scales and makes, with a variety of
unique dealers coming from up and
down the east coast. The train show is
Saturday only.

On Sunday, October, 26, the
Octoberfest Toy Show, the east coast’s
largest toy show, will move in from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The show will
feature over 175 tables of new, col-
lectible and antique toys. Admission
is $5, children under the age of 12 are
free; $10 early buyers 9 a.m. admis-
sion.

The Nur Shrine Temple, is conve-
nient to I-95, I-295 and US Route 40,
three miles from the Delaware Me-
morial Bridge. For map or informa-
tion on attending or participating in
this show visit www.toyshows.org or
call (856) 302-3606. The event is
held rain or shine.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Tolstoy begins his “Anna Karenina”
with, “All happy families are alike;
each unhappy family is unhappy in
its own way.” Thus, consciously or
not, director Shawn Levy’s “This is
Where I Leave You” finds occasion
to seriocomically affirm the maxim
via a soap-opera-ish examination of
the Altman family following the death
of its patriarch. You know the rou-
tine: The kids, now grownups and
suffering one personal dissatisfac-
tion or another, gather at the old manse
to mourn, and there celebrate the
sanctity of the nuclear unit by merci-
lessly tearing into each other.

 It’s a friendly bit of pandering to a
wishful need. Forget for a moment
that it would have been a bore to grow
up in a household like the one de-
picted in “Father Knows Best.” Folks
dreamily long for the security and
calm of parents who don’t fight, suf-
fer financial anxiety or say hurtful
things, and who always show up for
your important events at school or
play. Truth is, no such clans exist in
real life. Besides, as divorce became
epidemic in America ,TV assured us
that blended families seemed to be
where all the fun was.

 Of course it’s all a façade, a mod-
ern conceit. No matter what ugly,
flawed and broken personalities rise
from the familial floorboards, that
“Father Knows Best” fantasy lays in
wait. It is unchanged since Oog
brought the slaughtered mastodon
home to wife Weenah and the chil-
dren, Rugelach and Carol.

Currently, as we’ve launched into
the stratosphere of where goeth the
American family, the sitcom goal is
to show just how tolerant a group of
semi-related people can behave. Im-
perfect is the new perfect. But here,
bucking the trend while still being
ever so progressive and open-minded,
“This is Where I Leave You” hedges
its homage to the traditional ideal by
asking the question, “How dysfunc-
tional can my characters be? Let us
count the ways.”

In this variation on the theme, it’s
Mother Knows Best caricatured with
righteously abashing incessancy by
Jane Fonda. In the name of unity and
keeping the home fires burning, the
7-day Shiva observance (Jewish post-
mortem ritual) Hillary Altman pre-
sides over turns into a mass confes-
sional. No liberalism goes
unturned…so much so that, follow-
ing one incredible divulgence after
the next, there is nary a taboo left to
thumb one’s nose at. It’s all rather
predictable, with only one big yet
ultimately unnecessary surprise for
surprise’s sake.

 However, a fine ensemble cast,

proficient and convincingly likable
enough so that I remembered their
names without referring to the cred-
its, manages to win a modicum of our
concern. Admit it or not, some strike
close to home, providing bargain
basement catharsis and/or affirma-
tion. Which, in turn, provides us with
an excuse to enjoy, albeit somewhat
guiltily, the trite and syrupy recollec-
tions, confrontations and revelations
that run rampant when the Altman
siblings convene.

Each suffers a recognizable travail
which the movie mulls to death.

 Leading off, at center stage and
ostensibly the protagonist, Judd,
played by Jason Bateman, finds his
life torn asunder when he learns that
his wife (Abigail Spencer) has been
having an affair with his boss. Next in
importance is a strenuously emotive
Tina Fey as sister Wendy, a mother of
two involved in a loveless marriage
who harbors a sad romantic secret
and likes to take a drink. Balancing
matters with his relative normality,
Paul (Corey Stoll), entrusted to take
over the family sporting goods store,
would be perfectly happy if only he
and his wife could get pregnant.

 And then there’s Adam Driver as
Phillip, the baby, and problemati-
cally still so. He arrives in a Porsche
convertible courtesy of the therapist
(Connie Britton) several years his
senior who has now become his
fiancée to be. Describing the mis-
match, the attractive doc assures her
fondness, but makes no bones about
it: “He’s a moron.”

 Comedy relief, usually in the form
of admissions suggesting there is truth
in jest is augmented by the steady
shock and awe patter delivered by
Mom Altman, a published psycholo-
gist of some renown who made her
kids’ upbringing a public event. Miss
Fonda steals the show when the whim
strikes and underlines Hillary’s non-
chalant bawdiness by proudly parad-
ing her surgically enhanced
décolletage at every opportunity.

 Unfortunately, while the Altman
brood experience all manner of
epiphanies, an unimaginative script
that substitutes conviviality and quan-
tity for inspiration and quality offers
no profound insights...just a bit of
fleeting entertainment to cleanse the
palate between headier films. As such,
viewers who were hoping for an in-
telligent addendum to Mr. Tolstoy’s
aforementioned observation will
likely feel abandoned by “This is
Where I Leave You.”

…
 “This is Where I Leave You,” rated

R, is a Warner Bros. release directed
by Shawn Levy and stars Jason
Bateman, Tina Fey and Jane Fonda.
Running time: 103 minutes

Acrobats of People’s Republic of China
Perform Cirque Peking at Kean Stage
UNION - Kean Stage will present

the National Acrobats of the People’s
Republic of China performing Cir-
que Peking on Friday, October 17, at
7:30 p.m. in Wilkins Theatre.

Direct from Beijing, the National
Acrobats of the People’s Republic of
China was the first national perform-
ing arts troupe established in 1950 by
the government of the People’s Re-
public of China. The Company’s col-
orful repertoire performed by more
than 40 gymnasts, contortionists, jug-

glers and dancers meshes traditional
and modern showmanship that is daz-
zling, dizzying, and often gravity-
defying.

Wilkins Theatre is located on Kean
University’s main campus at 1000
Morris Avenue in Union, N.J. Tickets
are $35 Standard; $20 senior, stu-
dent, child and are available at the
Wilkins Theatre Box Office on cam-
pus, by calling (908) 737-SHOW
(7469), and online at
www.keanstage.com.

CIRQUE PEKING...The National Acrobats of the People’s Republic of China
performing Cirque Peking on Friday, October 17, at 7:30 p.m. in Wilkins
Theatre. Wilkins Theatre is located on Kean University’s main campus at 1000
Morris Avenue in Union, N.J. Tickets are $35 Standard; $20 senior, student, child
and are available at the Wilkins Theatre Box Office on campus, by calling (908)
737-SHOW (7469), and online at www.keanstage.com.

Kean Stage to Present
Soprano Barbara Cook

UNION - Kean Stage will present
Barbara Cook whose silvery soprano,
purity of tone, and warm presence
have delighted audiences around the
world for more than 50 years on
Sunday, October 1, at 3 p.m. in
Wilkins Theatre.

Ms. Cook can bring grandeur and
a sense of occasion to the simplest
musical gestures, but she also can
turn the grandest of spaces into the
most intimate cabaret. From the
Kennedy Center, Carnegie Hall and
the Met (when she became the first
female pop singer to be presented by
the Metropolitan Opera in that
company’s long history), to the Café
Carlyle and the recording studio,
Barbara Cook makes every perfor-
mance as personal as a sweet whisper
among friends. She is an unmistak-
ably American phenomenon.

Wilkins Theatre is located on Kean
University’s main campus at 1000

Barbara Cook

Women’s Club of Westfield Hosts Gathering

WOMEN’S CLUB GATHERING…The Liberty District of the New Jersey State
Federation of Women’s Clubs (NJSFWC) gathered recently at a planning
meeting hosted by Woman’s Club of Westfield at the Masonic Lodge in Westfield.
Pictured during social time are Special Projects Chair Sally Brown and Publics
Issues Representative Barbara Doane.

Morris Avenue in Union. Tickets are
$35 Standard; $20 Senior, Student,
Child and are available at the Wilkins
Theatre Box Office on campus, by
calling (908) 737-SHOW (7469), and
online at www.keanstage.com.

WESTFIELD - The Liberty Dis-
trict of the New Jersey State Federa-
tion of Women’s Clubs (NJSFWC)
gathered recently at a planning meet-
ing hosted by Woman’s Club of
Westfield at the Masonic Lodge in
Westfield.

Among the topics discussed was
NAMI NJ the two year NJSFWC
project. NAMI NJ is a state wide
nonprofit organization dedicated to
improving the lives of individuals

and families affected by mental ill-
ness. Through education, support,
advocacy and public awareness pro-
grams, understanding about mental
illness is reached.

Research supports studies and
makes possible strides toward the
treatment and recovery of this ill-
ness.

For more information about
Woman’s Club of Westfield call
Dolores Geisow at (908) 233-2339.

New Artwork Graces the Walls of
Children’s Specialized Hospital

NEW ART…Patricia Foley, vice president of outpatient services at Children’s
Specialized Hospital poses with Theodosia Tamborlane, a local abstract artist
who donated artwork to Children’s Specialized Hospital in Mountainside.

MOUNTAINSIDE - Theodosia
A. G. Tamborlane of Cranford, New
Jersey, donated thirteen of her col-
orful abstract paintings to
Children’s Specialized Hospital for
the children and their families to
enjoy. Ms. Tamborlane is an active
member of many art leagues and
studios, and since 2008 her artwork
has been featured in 90 solo and
group exhibitions in New Jersey,
New York, Pennsylvania, and
Florida.

“After having had a successful
Retrospective Show in New York
City of 85 of my paintings last year,
I determined it was time to give
some of my paintings to three non-
profit organizations which I re-
spected – Children’s Specialized
Hospital being one of these organi-
zations,” Ms. Tamborlane said.

Children’s Specialized Hospital,
the largest pediatric rehabilitation

hospital in the country, treats chil-
dren affected by brain injury, spinal
cord injury, premature birth, au-
tism, developmental delays, and
life-changing illnesses at twelve
sites throughout New Jersey. Ser-
vices include outpatient therapies,
physician specialty services, acute
rehabilitation, medical day care and
long-term care through its sites in
New Jersey.

Kimberly Armenti, the director
of development for the Children’s
Specialized Hospital Foundation,
stated, “Theo’s art has already added
so much joy to our patients and
their families. We are so grateful
that Theo chose to support
Children’s Specialized Hospital for
her artwork donation.”

To help, or for more information
on Children’s Specialized Hospital
call (888) CHILDRENS or visit
www.childrens-specialized.org.

Local Saxophonist Allen Won
To Perform Benefit Concert

Allen Won

MOUNTAINSIDE — Allen Won,
a Mountainside resident and saxo-
phonist, will perform classical works
with piano accompaniment on Satur-
day, November 8, at 7 p.m., to benefit
the Mountainside Public Library.

The concert will be held at the Com-
munity Presbyterian Church, located
at 1459 Deer Path in Mountainside.
Mr. Won’s program will include works
by J.S. Bach, Rachmaninov and
Schumann, as well as pieces created
especially for saxophone and piano.

Tickets are $30 and include re-
freshments and an opportunity to meet
the musicians immediately follow-
ing the concert. Student tickets, for
those in sixth to 12th grades, are $15.

Tickets are now available for sale at
the Mountainside Public Library, 1
Constitution Plaza, Mountainside; the
Community Presbyterian Church of
Mountainside, and Christoffers Flow-
ers & Gifts, 860 Mountain Avenue,
Mountainside. Purchasing tickets early
is recommended, as seating is limited.

Proceeds from the event will go to
the Friends of the Mountainside Pub-
lic Library and will be used to pro-
vide new Early Learning Station com-
puters for the library’s Children’s
Department and to restore services
discontinued due to budget cuts. For
those unable to attend the concert,
“virtual” tickets can be purchased at
the Mountainside Public Library as a
tax-deductible donation to the extent
allowed by law.

Mr. Won has embraced a diverse
career. He has played with the Cham-

ber Music Society of Lincoln Center
and many of the orchestras in and
around New York including the New
York Philharmonic, the New York City
Ballet, the City Opera and The New
Jersey Philharmonic. He has per-
formed at CBGB, the Blue Note and
the Knitting Factory, and has recorded
with Kenny Garrett, Thomas Chapin
and John Hollenbeck, among others.

This year Mr. Won joined the New
York Philharmonic on its 2014 Far
East Tour. The fall and spring season
will find him again in the company of
the New York Philharmonic and the
New York City Ballet. Mr. Won is a
graduate of the Mannes College of
Music in New York and trained under
saxophonist Harvey Pittel and the leg-
endary Joe Allard.


