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MONDON 18 ASSTS, MANNING 9 KILLS, BORR 8 KILLS

Blue Devils’ Late Rally Sinks
Ridge V-Ball Girls in 2 Games

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Forcing a Game 3 was only one
slap away for the Ridge High School
girls volleyball team on four occa-
sions, but each time the Lady Blue
Devils answered the challenge then
added a final surge to earn a 25-21,
30-28, victory in Westfield on Sep-
tember 26.

“I think we went into the game
trying to be calm and smart about
who their hitters were and what they
were going to do against us. And then
we came out and played our hardest,
especially in the last points, we played
really well under pressure. We just
knew what to do with the ball all of
the sudden,” Blue Devil senior setter
Megan Mondon said.

Mondon demonstrated that she was
not just a setter but a very clever

opponent with her deceptive maneu-
vers, slick tips and timely, quick shots
instead of always setting to a team-
mate. In addition to her 18 assists and
seven digs, Mondon notched five kills,
three service points, seven digs and a
block.

“It’s just from seeing them on the
court the entire game and knowing
where their players are going to be at
all times. If they think I am going to
set one place and they go somewhere
else, I put it where they are not going
to be,” Mondon explained.

“Megan Mondon is not just a set-
ter, she is a playmaker and the quar-
terback for our team. She has worked
extremely hard in the off season to
hone her skills and she continues to
work beyond regular practice to im-
prove her setting, as well as other
skills. An official recently told me at

the Livingston Tournament that, ‘she
is so clean [meaning the ball coming
out of her hands] that I can really
notice when she is just a little bit off’.
That is a nice compliment,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Bev Torok said. “I think
that Megan possesses the ability to
use our hitters effectively and keep
the attack varied to keep the oppo-
nents off guard. She sees the oppo-
nents’ holes and takes advantage of
their weaknesses. I am enjoying
watching her play and lead our team.
She may have the best pancake in the
state.”

Mondon was effective in her sets to
senior co-captain/outside hitter Olivia
Manning and freshman outside hitter
Stephanie Borr. Manning finished
with nine kills and three digs, while
Borr finished with eight kills, a block
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WF’s SCOTT NOTCHES ‘HAT TRICK’, ALL WITH ASSISTS

Lady Blue Devils Shut Out
Linden Tigers in Soccer, 3-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Coming off a shocking defeat to
the Union Farmers and a well-played
1-0 loss to No. 8 ranked Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, the Westfield High School
girls soccer team went to work on the
Linden Tigers and earned a 3-0 shut-
out at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on September 23.

There was no question at any time
which team was in charge as the Lady
Blue Devils out-shot the 3-4-1 Ti-
gers, 9-0, in the first half and 5-3 in
the second half. The Blue Devils out-
numbered the Tigers, 7-1, in corner
kicks. Tiger goalkeeper Ashley
Paulino made 10 saves, four came in
a cluster shelling initiated by sopho-
more midfielder Taylor Morgan and

sophomore striker Haley Farella in
the first half.

Senior midfielder Lil Scott notched
all three goals, all with assistance
from her teammates. Her first came
12 minutes into the first half when
she took a feed from senior Sara
McCutcheon and buried the ball into
the upper left netting.
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VALIAN, BIANCO, RODRIQUEZ, HALMA NOTCH GOALS

Raider Soccer Boys Shutout
BrH2O-Raritan Panthers, 4-0

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team took down
yet another contender with a 4-0 shut-
out of Bridgewater-Raritan on Sep-
tember 27 in Bridgewater. The 8-1
Raiders had little problem dispatch-
ing a Bridgewater team that entered
the contest with a 5-1-1 record.

The Raiders got a balanced scoring
effort with one goal each from David
Valian, Joey Bianco, Justin Rodriquez
and Zach Halma. Zach Lipshitz and
Zachary Cimring each chipped in with
an assist. Goalkeeper Sean Murray

was stalwart between the pipes with
six saves.

“We played well today,” said Raider
assistant coach Joe Mortarulo, filling
in for head coach Tom Beznitsky.
“We took a good amount of chances
and finished well. There was good
energy out there on display today. We
accomplished a lot of the things we
set out to do today, and as a result we
were able to play a lot of players in
the second half, which helps your
depth in the long term.”

The Raiders broke a scoreless dead-
lock when Valian got free in front of
the Panther net and scored from point

blank range with 9:27 remaining in
the first half.

“It was a shot from Brian Howard
that rebounded,” said David Valian.
“I made a run and was fortunate
enough to get the touch. I picked a
corner and just kicked it home.”

To that point the game had been a
back and forth affair with
Bridgewater-Raritan actually control-
ling the ball. After the first goal was
scored, however, the Raiders took
control of the game. The Raiders be-
gan attacking the Panthers’ net with
more frequency getting two good
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MANEUVERING FOR POSSESSION...Blue Devil sophomore Taylor Morgan, No. 9, and Linden Tiger Danielle Matias,
No. 15, maneuver for possession of the ball at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on September 23.

More photos – goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING UP THE RETURN...Blue Devil libero Leigh Scarano, in black, positions the Ridge Red Devil service so setter
Megan Mondon, No. 9, can set up the ball for a kill in Westfield on September 26. Westfield topped Ridge in 2 games.

More photos – goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WEDGED BETWEEN TWO KNIGHTS...Raider midfielder Zach Lipshitz, No. 4, gets wedged between two Old Bridge
Knights on September 29. Lipshitz, Joey Bianco, Justin Rodriquez and Stav Shadmi scored goals in the 4-1 victory.


