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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — An amendment
to an ordinance that specifies a
new property maintenance code
– The International Property
Maintenance Code – was passed
unanimously on first reading
Tuesday at the township com-
mittee official meeting. The pur-
pose of the code is to regulate
the care, maintenance, security
and upkeep of the exterior of
vacant and abandoned residen-
tial properties that are under
foreclosure.

The International Property
Maintenance Code has been uni-
formly accepted in about six mu-
nicipalities so far, Township At-
torney Diane Dabulas said Mon-
day at the workshop meeting.

“I think it has some good teeth
to it,” Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato
said at Monday’s workshop meet-
ing. Each violation will be attrib-
uted a fine of $1,500 a day. A fine
of $2,500 per day will be accrued
should an out-of-state creditor
fail to appoint an in-state repre-
sentative.

The committee passed, 4 to 1,
on first reading, an ordinance
that outlays the powers and du-
ties of the township administra-
tor. Commissioner Tom Hannen,
Jr. voted against the ordinance.
Mr. Hannen has said in previous
workshop meetings that he felt
the ordinance was not in line with
the township’s committee form
of government.

A resolution requesting an ex-
tension of time from the New
Jersey Department of Transpor-
tation for the North Avenue Train
Station Plaza Pedestrian Im-
provements Project was passed
by the committee. The
committee’s deadline to award
the project is Friday, May 1, 2015.
The township received a Munici-

pal Aid 2011 Transit Village Pro-
gram grant, in the amount of
$500,000, and the township is to
bond for the remainder of the
cost. The total cost of the project
is estimated at $813,000.

Zoning Officer Robert Hudak
was appointed the Fair Housing
Officer in an effort by the town-
ship to affirmatively further fair
housing. As part of the grant
agreement with the New Jersey
Department of Community Af-
fairs for facilities reconstruction
projects in the township, the

township is required to further
fair housing. The Fair Housing
Officer provides fair housing ad-
visory services and assistance
and referral advice to persons
requesting such assistance, ac-
cording to the resolution.-
Kenilworth resident Eugene
Peppy, of Locust Drive, said a
property across the street from
him is seeking a variance from
the Kenilworth Zoning Board to
subdivide the lot and build two
homes. “This project directly af-

High St. Drainage, Tree
Ordinance Discussed
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CRANFORD — A current busi-
ness owner Eof Riverfront at
Cranford Station has rerouted
the outflow of his sump pumps to
flow to South Avenue as a rem-
edy to flooding on High Street
from his sump discharge, Town-
ship Engineer Carl O’Brien said
Monday at the township commit-
tee workshop session.

Four new businesses are to open
at Riverfront at Cranford Sta-
tion, Commissioner Mary
O’Connor told The Westfield
Leader two weeks ago after a
liquor license was approved by
resolution. The liquor license will
be shared by River & Rail Cantina,
a Mexican restaurant slated for
the corner space with the out-
door courtyard; Social Cranford,
a banquet space to be housed
upstairs, and Station Wine &
Spirits, next to River & Rail, she
said. Ciao Bella will open in the
space across the courtyard from
Pastosa.

In Mr. O’Brien’s engineering re-
port, a drainage study of the
vicinity of High Street is a poten-
tial 2015 capital improvement
project. Other potential 2015
capital improvement projects
involve the sanitary sewer fail-
ure at North and Springfield Av-
enues and the Orchard Brook
improvements, as stated in Mr.
O’Brien’s report.

The Office Bar and Grill discov-
ered oil tanks underground and
had them removed. A soil test
came back clean, Mr. O’Brien
said. “We paved after they pulled
everything out,” Mr. O’Brien said.
The brick pavers also were re-
placed.

The parking lot behind Swan
Cleaners is to be patched within
the next two weeks, followed by
an entire milling and paving of
the lot, per an agreement with

the owner of the cleaners and the
township. “It is under their agree-
ment to mill and pave the whole
area. They are not happy to do it,
but they agreed upon it. Since
they have been there they have
done a lot of environmental
cleanup,” Mr. O’Brien said.

Paving of Tuxedo, Herning and
Brookdale Avenues is anticipated
to begin in the next two weeks,
Mr. O’Brien said.

The New Jersey Department of
Community Affairs awarded the
township $500,000 for the repair
of infrastructure damaged by
Hurricane Irene. The scope of
work consists of sewer pipe re-
pair at Carpenter Place Deten-
tion Basin, the reconstruction of
the Municipal Building parking
lot and a potential project for
various storm water upgrades.
The design of improvements for
these projects has commenced
and is to be submitted for re-
view, according to Mr. O’Brien’s
report.

The township is continuing to
review a proposed tree ordinance
submitted by the Tree Advisory
Board. Tina Helmstetter, one of
four members of the committee
who attended the workshop ses-
sion, urged the commissioners
to consider the ordinance.

“It is a proactive thing we need
to do. Trees are so important to
this town. We are a river commu-
nity with the flooding issues and
the number of trees we have lost
in the last number of years…We
need to work towards fixing,”
Ms. Helmstetter said. The advi-
sory board said 800 trees on
public property were lost during
Hurricanes Irene and Sandy and
private trees would most likely
double that number.

Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato said
she needed more detail on the
restrictions for property owners
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Chamber Presents Annual
Pride In Cranford Awards

CRANFORD — Each year the
Cranford Chamber of Commerce
holds its Annual Pride in Cranford
Awards to recognize Cranford
residents for their volunteer ser-
vice to the community. Also hon-
ored at this event are owners of
buildings and businesses that
have made improvements to the
facades of their buildings to beau-
tify the town.

This year the awards dinner
was held November 5th at Gal-
loping Hill Caterers in Union. The
following people were honored
and awarded certificates or
plaques given to them by the
Chamber of Commerce, Town-
ship of Cranford, Board of Union
County Freeholders and the State
Assembly:

Community Development
Awards were presented to Dreyer
Farms, Martin Jewelers, Jeff’s
Landscape Design and Construc-
tion, 100 Steps Supper Club and
Raw Bar, and Needle Point
Homes. The Rotary Club of
Cranford and the Union County
Neighbors United (UCNU) re-

ceived awards for their organiza-
tions. John Guempel (EII), Barry
O’Donovan (Kilkenny’s) and
Martha Garcia received awards
for their many hours of volunteer
work and also their support of
the many organizations in
Cranford.

Barbara Ragone of the First Aid
squad was posthumously
awarded a plaque for her 40 plus
years of service to the First Aid
Squad and also many other or-
ganizations in Cranford. The
award was accepted on her be-
half by her daughter Barbara.

Approximately 140 people at-
tended the event, along with
Mayor Andis Kalnins, Township
Administrator Terence Wall, Po-
lice Chief James Wozniak, Free-
holder Bette Jane Kowalski and
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21, Westfield). A Past President’s
Award was presented to Eugene
Matics of Two River Bank and
Gina Tipton was awarded the
Cranford Chamber President’s
Award for her continuous service
over many years to the Chamber.

Cranford’s Sgt. Luedecker Advanced;
Vacant Property Code Introduced


