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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One week after drudging North
Plainfield, 52-20, in the final regu-
lar-season game, the top-seeded
Cranford High School football
team did it again with a 46-6
thrashing of the Canucks in the
first round of the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 tournament
at Memorial Field in Cranford on
November 14.

Unlike in their previous meet-
ing when the Canucks got a quick
jump on the Cougars by scoring
on their first drive with 13 run-

ning plays then adding another
quick touchdown (TD) to take a
14-3 lead, the Cougar defense
permitted only one TD in the
playoff game when the Canucks
covered 69 yards on 15 plays,
including six pass attempts with
12.8 seconds remaining in the
first half. The Cougars’ team at-
titude coming into the game was
more than ready.

“It’s not to like underestimate
them, because we played them
last week and had a big win. So
we didn’t want to treat them
lighter than they were. We had to

take it very serious, not like any
other game, and keep focused,”
Cougar linebacker Niko Cappello
said.

“I think that it is more weird
than anything else. You make
adjustments, they make adjust-
ments and they did a good job
against us in the first half,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Erik Rosenmeier
said. “They did a good job mov-
ing the football. They did a good
job keeping the ball away from
us. We made adjustments in the
second half and took the game
away.”

“I was happy about that. That
wasn’t fun them getting a run on
us in the first drive last game, but
we did a good job stopping them,”
Cappello said.

Cappello made five solo tack-
les, including a pair of shattering
sacks on quarterback Nick
Cherasaro, and assisted on five
more.

“It was kind of hard, because
the quarterback likes to cut back
into us. I was trying to make sure
he didn’t cut back on me,”
Cappello said.

Ahmad Davis added four solo
tackles and an assist, while de-
fensive back Kevin Trotter made
four solos and two assists. De-
fensive back Sean Leonard made
three solos and two assisted.
Linebacker Ethan Tom made two
throws for a loss and four assists.
Defensive back Eric Donahue had
two solos with a throw for a loss
and an assist. Luke Christiano
had two solos and three assists.

The 10-0 Cougars sent the mes-

sage on the opening kickoff when
Christiano got the ball on the 14
and returned it 86 yards for the
TD with just 18 seconds off the
clock.

“We have a number of set plays
that we run on the kickoff and
that was one of them. Adjusting
the blocking was something we
worked on hard this week. We
did a good job blocking up front,
and Luke is good when he has the
football in his hands,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

On the second play of the sec-
ond quarter, junior quarterback
Jack Schetelich scored the first
of his three TDs with a 16-yard
sprint. A two-point conversion
attempt came up a yard short.
Schetelich finished with 119 rush-
ing yards and added TD runs of

SCHETELICH SCORES 3TDs, CHRISTIANO 86-YD KO TD RETURN, WALKER TD, PALUMBO TD

Cougars Rap Canucks, 46-6, in Grid Sectional First Round
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