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Temple’s Religious School
Has New Education Director

Gail Buchbinder

SCOTCH PLAINS — Congrega-
tion Beth Israel has announced that it
has hired Gail Beckman Buchbinder
as the new education director of its
religious school.

“The Search Com-
mittee was unanimous
in selecting Gail
Buchbinder as the best
candidate to lead our
school,” said David
Feldman, president of
Congregation Beth Is-
rael. “Gail has a wealth
of creativity and skills
in teaching, program-
ming and administra-
tion in a committed
Jewish environment.
We are excited to wel-
come her into our
close-knit synagogue family.”

Ms. Buchbinder has more than
35 years of experience in the field
of Jewish education. She most re-
cently served for 12 years as edu-
cation director of the Religious
School/Hebrew High School at
Temple Beth Ahm Yisrael in
Springfield. During her tenure
there, she incorporated technology
into the classroom, created inno-
vative family programs, devised
new programs for special-needs
students, enhanced B’nai Mitzvah
preparation and integrated art and
music into the curriculum.

Ms. Buchbinder is a graduate of
Rutgers University and McGill Uni-
versity in Montreal, where she
earned degrees in Hebraic Studies
and Education. She also attended
Hebrew University in Jerusalem. She
is an alumna of the Leadership Insti-
tute for Congregational School Prin-
cipals, a joint project of the Jewish
Theological Seminary and Hebrew
Union College, and an attendee of
the Conference on Advancements in

Jewish Education and the Jewish
Educators Assembly.

Congregation Beth Israel is an
egalitarian Conservative syna-

gogue, serving the re-
ligious, cultural, edu-
cational and social
needs of congregants
from Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Westfield
and surrounding
towns. Its religious
school offers classes
from pre-school
through 11th grade, as
well as special-needs
instruction. Religious
school for grades 3 to
7 meets two days per
week. Synagogue
membership is not re-

quired for religious-school classes
through second grade; alterna-
tively, young families can join the
synagogue at a reduced rate.

To contact Ms. Buchbinder, call
(908) 889-1830 or send an e-mail
to school@cbisp.org. Congrega-
tion Beth Israel is located at 18
Shalom Way, at the corner of
Martine Avenue, in Scotch Plains.

St. Bartholomew Giving Tree
To Return on November 22

‘New Jersey Violins’ to Be
Historical Society Topic

SCOTCH PLAINS — The His-
torical Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will learn about “New Jer-
sey Violins” at its monthly meeting
on Tuesday, November 25, begin-
ning at 8 p.m. It will be held at the
historic Scotch Hills Country Club,
located at Plainfield Avenue and
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.

Scotch Plains resident Ira B.
Kraemer will be the featured speaker.
A professional violist and conduc-
tor, Mr. Kraemer serves professional
string players in the New Jersey-
New York metropolitan area with
his business, Ira B. Kraemer & Co.
He repairs, restores and sells vio-

lins, violas, cellos, basses and bows.
Time permitting, he will even make
a new violin or viola in house.

From his extensive collection —
one of the largest on the east coast —
Mr. Kraemer will bring a selection
of instruments and teach attendees
about the construction of violins and
the variation in design during the
last 200 years. Mr. Kraemer is listed
in “Who’s Who in America” and
“Who’s Who in the World” because of
his conducting a youth orchestra in
Middlesex County for 13 years.

This meeting will be free and open
to everyone. Fellowship and refresh-
ments will follow the program.

SCOTCH PLAINS — A cherished
Christmas tradition will get under-
way this Saturday, November 22, at
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church when the Christmas
Giving Tree appears in the narthex of
the church. The church is located at
2032 Westfield Avenue, Scotch
Plains.

In addition to its sparkling lights,
the tree will be laden with almost
1,000 tags in 10 different colors rep-
resenting the specific wishes and
needs of children and adults in 10
different service organizations that
provide them vital care.

On a light blue tag from The Arc of
Union County there might be a wish
for a sweater for a handicapped or
disabled male. On a dark blue tag for
Raphael’s Life House of Elizabeth
there might be a wish from an expect-
ant young mother for a sweater set
for her infant-to-be. On a yellow tag

of the Missionaries of Charity of St.
Theresa, Newark, there might be a
wish for a winter jacket for a young
boy and a hat and glove set for a little
girl. On a brown tag from United
Family and Children’s Society,
Plainfield, there might be a wish of a
doll for a little girl and a pair of
slippers for an elderly woman.

The request for a wish list from
these organizations goes out in Sep-
tember so that a group of St.
Bartholomew women can create spe-
cifically-detailed tags that will ap-
pear on the Christmas Giving Tree.
Parishioners select tags from the tree
and purchase the requested items,
gift-wrap them, and return them to
the narthex of the church, where the
men of the Holy Name Society sort
the packages and deliver them to the
receiving institutions before Christ-
mas Day. The Giving Tree will be up
until Sunday, December 15.

Allen R. Dwyer, III and Miss Chelsea Carlson

Miss Chelsea Carlson
To Wed Allen R. Dwyer, III

Rich and Kathy Carlson of
Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Miss
Chelsea Carlson, to Allen R. Dwyer,
III. He is the son of Susie and Dave
Fisher of Morris, Conn.

The future bride graduated from
Westfield High School and was
awarded her bachelor’s degree in early
childhood education with honors
from Kean University. She currently
is a pre-school teacher in Egg Harbor

Township, N.J.
Her fiancé graduated from Wamogo

Regional High School in Litchfield,
Conn. and from Eastern Connecticut
State University with a bachelor’s de-
gree in environmental earth science.
In 2009 he enlisted in the United States
Coast Guard and currently is an Avi-
onics Electrical Technician 2nd Class
stationed at Air Station Atlantic City.

The couple is planning an April
2015 wedding.

Fanwood Presbyterian Posts
Advent, Christmas Activities
FANWOOD — The Fanwood Pres-

byterian Church invites everyone to
its upcoming Advent and Christmas
services and programs. The Advent
Celebration will begin on Sunday,
November 30, with the lighting of
the first Advent candle at the 9:30 and
11:15 a.m. services. The choir will
sing at the early service and the praise
band will play at the second service.

On Sunday, December 7, there will
only be a 9:30 a.m. service. Addition-
ally that day, the church will present
the joyful Christmas portion of
Handel’s Messiah at 4 p.m. in the
sanctuary. More than 80 singers will
be joined by a full orchestra and four
professional vocal soloists led by Tho-
mas Berdos, music director at the
church. Regular worship times of 9:30
and 11:15 a.m. will continue on the
following Sundays, December 14 and
21. Favorite Advent and Christmas
carols will be sung at both services
starting November 30.

On December 21, a “Lessons and
Carols” service, focused on the An-
gel Gabriel, Mary, Joseph, Elizabeth
and Zechariah, will be presented at
both services.

On Christmas Eve, Wednesday, De-
cember 24, the church will offer two
services. The family service will be
at 5 p.m. with the children, 4-year-
olds to those in fifth grade, perform-
ing a Christmas pageant. A candle-
light communion service will be held
at 9 p.m., preceded by special Christ-
mas music beginning at 8:30 p.m.

There will only be one service, at
10:30 a.m., on both December 28
and January 4.

The community is invited to at-
tend all or any of these services. The
church is located at the corner of
Martine and La Grande Avenues in
Fanwood. For more information, call
the church office at (908) 889-8891
or e-mail admin@fanwoodpc.org, or
check the website at fanwoodpc.org.

A Part of Fellowship 
Senior Living

8000 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
www.FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

Give the gift of love. 
Gift cards also available!
We also accept private pay, 
pre-approved long-term care 
insurance and most major 
credit cards.

Fellowship Helping Hands

Dependable
Care at Home

Medical/Non-medical Care and Care Coordination Including:
• Personal care
• Medication oversight
• Transportation to appointments and shopping
• Meal prep and light housekeeping
• Attentive companionship…and more

TRY US FOR 3 HOURS 
FOR JUST $49!

Call 877-708-1121 for a complimentary
consultation

Hours are consecutive. For 1x use only.

“Mom was always
there for me. Now
it’s time for me
to be there for
her. That’s why
Fellowship
Helping
Hands is the
right choice for our family.”

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,

GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
www.jonbramnick.com

  Motor Vehicle Traffic Violations?

The Chelsea at Fanwood presents

RSVP appreciated: 908-654-5200
Egg nog and hot chocolate served!

HOLIDAY BAZAAR

THE CHELSEA
AT FANWOOD

295 SOUTH AVENUE

FANWOOD, NJ 07023

Sunday, November 30th
12:00 PM - 4:00 PM

www.chelseaseniorliving.com

• Swarovski jewelry 
• Handbags, scarves &
  clothing from KT Boutique 
• Toys from Be Craftful
• Scentsy candles
• Nail art from Jamberry
• Skin care... and more!

Shop for the
holidays, including:

As you enjoy the holiday,
may your lives abound with
gratitude, love & prosperity!

Family
Investors
Company
265 South Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Visit us on the Web at www.familyinvestors.com
908-322-1800

Member FINRA & SIPC

CALL TODAY FOR A COPY OF
OUR FREE NEWSLETTER

“FAMILY MATTERS”
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LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

ATTORNEY

ESTATE PLANNING - WILLS AND TRUSTS.
DURABLE POWERS OF ATTORNEY

201 SOUTH AVENUE
WESTFIELD

654-8885

PROBATE AND ESTATE SETTLEMENT

FAMILY LAW

ACCREDITED FAMILY LAW MEDIATOR

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

Garwood Announces
Tree Lighting Nov. 29
GARWOOD — The Borough of

Garwood will hold its Annual
Christmas Tree Lighting on Satur-
day, November 29, at 5 p.m. It will
take place in the parking lot at Bor-
ough Hall, located at 403 South
Avenue, Garwood.

The public is invited to come and
kick off the holiday season. Santa
will arrive for a visit and pictures.
Refreshments will be served.

www.goleader.com

Correction Is Noted
For FW Santa Ride

FANWOOD — Santa’s Ride
through Fanwood will take place on
Saturday, December 13, not Sunday,
December 14, as had been reported
in the borough’s e-mail newsletter.

The annual ride is sponsored by the
Fanwood Fire Department, Fanwood
Rescue Squad and PBA Local No.
123. Packages will be accepted at the
fire house behind Borough Hall for a
week, beginning Saturday, November
29. Drop-off times are 5 to 9 p.m.,
November 29 and 30, and 6 to 9 p.m.,
December 1 to 5. Packages may not be
dropped off at the police department.
Late gifts cannot be accepted.

All packages must include a name,
address and phone number. Gifts
must be no larger than a typical
shoebox and only one gift per child
is permitted. Packages for the same
address must be bundled together.
The rain date is the following Satur-
day, December 20.


