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For more locations and directions: summitmedicalgroup.com

Donna J. Adamoli, MD
Internist

Kara J. Goldman, MD 
Obstetrician/Gynecologist

More physicians to meet your needs.
Summit Medical Group is pleased to welcome

Donna J
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K
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Dr. Adamoli is board certified in internal medicine, with a focus on guiding 

patients to healthy lifestyle behaviors to help prevent and reverse chronic 

diseases. Before joining Summit Medical Group, she practiced for 13 years 

with Adamoli and McGarty, MDs, LLC, in Ridgewood, and also worked as an 

internist with Pinnacle Medical Group and other practices in Paramus. She is 

a Diplomate of the American Board of Internal Medicine, and will practice  

at 11 Cleveland Place in Springfield.

Dr. Goldman is board certified in obstetrics/gynecology, with a special 

interest in adolescent gynecology, minimally invasive surgery, and family 

planning. Prior to joining Summit Medical Group, she practiced privately in 

Wayne and was a staff physician at Chilton Memorial Hospital in Pompton 

Plains. Dr. Goldman is a fellow of the American College of Obstetricians and 

Gynecologists and a member of the American Association of Gynecologic 

Laparoscopists. She will practice at 560 Springfield Avenue in Westfield and 

at 1 Diamond Hill Road in Berkeley Heights.

For a convenient appointment with Dr. Adamoli, please call 973-378-8778.
For a convenient appointment with Dr. Goldman, please call 908-228-3600 or 908-273-4300.

FROM THE FRONT...Union County Freeholders Sergio Granados, second from left, Bette Jane Kowalski , third from left,
and Vernell Wright, right, joined Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi , fourth from left, in thanking those who read at
“Letters from the Front,” a memorial ceremony honoring Civil War veterans. The event was hosted by the Union County
Civil War Sesquicentennial Committee at the Union County Courthouse in Elizabeth. The readers, from left to right, were:
poet Tom Plante, Janice Blank, Army veteran Vincent DeTrolio, Navy veteran Lester Sargent, Henry Bassman, commander
of American Legion Lindsey-Street Post 322 in Summit, and Berley Hanna Jr., past-commander of American Legion Post
499 in Rahway. Ms. Blank and County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi, who is also the chairwoman of the committee, both read letters
written by their relatives. The  Civil War Exhibition is on display until 2015 in the rotunda of the Union County Courthouse,
2 Broad Street in Elizabeth. The exhibit may be viewed weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Freeholders OK Lease Deal
For Runnells Psych Unit

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County Free-
holder Board last Thursday approved an
agreement with Runnells Property, LLC,
an affiliate of Center Management, LLC,
to lease back the 44-bed Cornerstone
psychiatric unit at Runnells Specialized
Hospital after the county completes the
sale of Runnells to Flushing, N.Y.-based
Center Management.

The lease agreement is for 10 years,
with the county paying $4,015,097 in the
first year in addition to 13 percent of
property taxes on the Runnells’ Berkeley
Heights property and 13 percent of shared
area costs.

In its report issued in February 2013,
Complete HealthCare Resources, the
county’s consultant, recommended the
county retain Cornerstone, noting that
the county is reimbursed for 85 percent of
the cost for Union County residents and
100 percent for non-Union County resi-
dents in the pysch unit.

The county has been locked in nego-
tiations with Center Management for
months in completing the sale of the
property for $26 million. Center Man-
agement was chosen by an evaluation
team put together by the county over four
other nursing home operators that sub-
mitted proposals.

The county opted to sell the facility
due to increased operating debt whereby
the county was subsidizing Runnells to
the tune of $13.1 million a year, with that
number to increase as Medicare reim-
bursements continue to decline.

Barbara Egger, president of the Health
Professionals and Allied Employees
(HPAE) Local 5112, which represents
nurses at Runnells, said her union was
notified “for the first time” last Thursday
of the Cornerstone agreement. She said
the union was told that 25 registered
nurses would be retained to work in the
psychiatric unit.

“That means about 30 nurses will be
laid off,” Ms. Egger said.

She said she heard the county was going
to seek an exemption from the state for
civil service rules so that “seniority would
not be the basis for keeping the nurses.”

“That upsets me a lot because we are
talking two weeks from now (completion
of Runnells sale). I have nurses there
(and) nobody knows who’s working.
Nobody knows who’s got a job yet,” she
told the freeholders.

Ms. Egger accused county officials of
not communicating with the union and
making plans “in a back room,” telling
the board that the county has “an obliga-
tion to negotiate with us any change in
working conditions.”

Frank Guzzo, director of human ser-
vices for the county, responded that, “there
are no backroom deals that are being
cut.” He said Ms. Egger’s comment that
county officials have not talked or re-
sponded to the HPAE is “absolutely not
true.” He said he has been in touch with
one of the union’s executive board mem-

bers, responding by e-mail or phone ev-
ery time the individual has contacted
him. In addition, Kathy Hatfield, the
county’s labor counsel, also was in touch
with the union representative last Thurs-
day.

“We’ve tried to be as open and honest
as we can,” Mr. Guzzo said. “It was
decided that if we could operate Corner-
stone we would do that. The fact of the
matter is we worked out an agreement
and approximately 80 employees —
county employees that were going to lose
their jobs — will now not lose their jobs
as a result of that (agreement).”

Norman Albert, director of adminis-
trative services for the county, said the
county is not seeking an exemption from
civil service. He said the county did con-
tact civil service to seek “bona fide quali-
fications for retention in the Cornerstone
unit pursuant to the New Jersey Admin-
istrative Code and Civil Service regula-
tions.” He said Runnells’ unions were
“informed in a timely manner” and cop-
ied on the county’s submission to civil
service.

In other business, the board approved
a new five-year contract with
KemperSports to manage the Ash Brook
and Galloping Hill golf courses at a cost
of $509,724, which is around $100,000
lower than the previous contract. The
county will receive 7 percent of the gross
revenue from the pro shop and from all
food and beverage sales.

The freeholders also approved a $4.5-
million budget for golf course operations
for the period November 17, 2014 to
December 31, 2015 for Kemper. Per a
question from John Bury of Kenilworth,
Armando Sanchez, director of recre-
ational facilities, said no county employee
will be doing maintenance work at the
county golf courses under the new con-
tract. He said he will be the only county
employee in golf operations.

Bruce Paterson of Garwood said he
felt the county should have given the
contract to Integrity Golf of Winter Gar-
den, Fla., as its management fee was over
$100,000 less than Kemper’s. Integrity
had the lowest base management fee of
$349,980, but was not given the contract
because it had no experience in the New
Jersey golf industry market.

During the public portion of the meet-
ing, Elizabeth Nelson, a former Cranford
resident, encouraged the freeholders to
pass an ordinance to ban fracking in
Union County, similar to action taken in
Middlesex County.

Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak said
while the board does have the authority to
ban fracking on all properties in the
county, “the county will support a ban on
county-owned properties and will en-
courage municipalities to do the same.”
Hydraulic fracking is the process of drill-
ing and injecting fluid into the ground at
a high pressure in order to fracture shale
rocks to release natural gas inside.

Freeholder Hudak said he hopes the free-
holders will vote on the measure next  month.

RVSA OKs $26-M Budget; $180K to Be
Returned to Member Municipalities

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) Board
of Commissioners last Thursday passed
its 2015 budget. Garwood is disputing
the planned distribution of the fees
based on its belief there is a metering
flaw. Issuance of bonds to finance a
digester gas cleaning project also was
approved.

The authority approved its 2015 bud-
get with appropriations of just shy of
$26 million. User fees, the charges
RVSA makes to member municipali-
ties, will drop by about 1 percent. The
exact breakdown by town of these fees
has yet to be determined. An issue has
surfaced with meter readings and user
fees, dating back about a year-and-a-
half. Discussions are underway on how
to equitably resolve this legally within
the authority’s operating agreement.

According to RVSA officials, if cur-
rent methodologies are applied to next
year’s user fees, without an adjustment,
Garwood would face a 17-percent in-
crease in its charges. The metering
anomaly, which involves the readings of
multiple meters, seems to be a case of a
meter reading low since March of 2013.
According to Stephen Greet, Garwood’s
commissioner, there seems to be no ex-
planation for the lower readings aside
from a malfunctioning meter. The au-
thority is continuing to research the situ-
ation and will address allocation of the

user fees at a future meeting.
Commissioners also discussed how

much money the authority should retain
as a reserve. Mr. Greet introduced a bud-
get amendment to return an additional
$150,000 to municipalities more than the
$180,000 already slated to be returned in
the budget. This would have reduced the
retained surplus from $650,000 to
$500,000.

Robert Materna, the authority’s sec-
retary-treasurer, said he felt reducing
the surplus further posed a risk. James
Meehan, the authority’s executive di-
rector, also pointed out that the rev-
enue, about $500,000, from processing
the waste from Monmouth County
would likely disappear near year-end
2015 due to a new plant being con-
structed there. Mr. Greet’s amendment
failed.

A resolution to issue $2.6 million in
subordinate bonds to finance a digester
gas cleaning project also was passed. The
project takes advantage of advantageous
borrowing rates and partial loan forgive-
ness through the New Jersey Environ-
mental Infrastructure Trust.

The board also passed a resolution
opposing the Water Infrastructure Pro-
tection Act, a bill in both the state Senate
(no. 2412) and Assembly (no. 3628) that
would permit privatization of public wa-
ter-related systems without adequate over-
sight by either the public or regulators.
The RVSA anticipates that it would, in
cases of privatization, allow corporate

operators ofwater or sewerage systems to
increase user charges to more rapidly
recoup their investments. The resolution
is to be provided to area members of the
state Legislature, the Governor, and mu-
nicipalities served by RVSA.

A brief closed session also was held. It
was stated that this involved some mat-
ters related to finalizing details related to
the Passaic River Litigation (New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection
versus Occidental Chemical).

Muñoz Bill to Reduce
Hospital Re-admissions

 Signed by Governor
TRENTON – Bipartisan legislation spon-

sored by Assemblywoman Nancy Muñoz
(R-21st, Summit) that is designed to help
reduce costly hospital re-admissions by
having patients designate a caregiver for
post hospital care was signed into law
Thursday by Governor Chris Christie.

The bill, A-2955, requires hospitals to
provide patients and their legal guardians
with an opportunity to designate a caregiver
following the patient’s entry into the hos-
pital and prior to discharge or transfer to
the patient’s residence. A named caregiver
is not obligated to perform any after-care
assistance for the patient.

According to the AARP, 69 percent of
care recipients did not have a home visit
by a health care professional after dis-
charge from the hospital; 46 percent of
family caregivers perform medical/nurs-
ing tasks for loved ones with multiple
chronic physical and cognitive condi-
tions, and most family caregivers report
that they receive little or no training to
perform their tasks. Under the bill, hospi-
tals will be required to provide caregivers
with instructions in all after-care assis-
tance tasks as per the discharge plan.

Red-Light Cameras
Went Dark on Dec. 16
TRENTON — New Jersey red-light cam-

eras at 73 intersections statewide went dark
on December 16 as the state ended its five-
year program, according to media reports.

The letter from the Department of
Transportation said the towns that have
the cameras would “lack the statutory
authority to continue the operation of
traffic signal monitoring systems … in-
cluding the issuance of citations for red-
light violations.”

Union County has cameras in the towns
of Linden, Springfield, Union, Rahway
and Roselle Park.

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

Watson-Coleman’s Son
Hired by Mercer Co.
TRENTON — The son of Congress-

woman-elect Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-12th) has been hired by Mercer
County as a laborer in the county parks
commission, The Trentonian has re-
ported.

According to the story, in March 2000,
William Carter-Watson and his step-
brother Jared Coleman, who were 21
and 19 at the time, robbed a Kids-R-Us in
the Mercer Mall in Lawrence with auto-
matic weapons, stealing $1,800 and forc-
ing employees to lie face down on the
floor. Both men pleaded guilty and
served five-a-half years in jail.

“We’re not going to put somebody
down for life because they made one
mistake,” Mercer County Executive Brian
Hughes told The Trentonian. “I’m not
ashamed of hiring Bonnie Watson’s son
or anybody who’s had one encounter
with the law.”

The 12th Congressional District in-
cludes most of Scotch Plains and all of
Fanwood.


