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The next board of education meet-
ing is scheduled for tonight, Novem-
ber 20, at 7:30 p.m., in the adminis-
tration building on Evergreen Avenue
and Cedar Street in Scotch Plains. It
was noted that a marching band rec-
ognition program will precede the
regularly scheduled meeting in the
auditorium of Evergreen School.
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GW Council Reviews Regs
For New Sports Complex

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The Garwood Bor-
ough Council held a special meeting
last Thursday to address issues sur-
rounding the borough’s new athletic
field complex, which will officially be
opened on Sunday, December 14, with
a ribbon-cutting ceremony. The long-
delayed, $3.2-million complex, lo-
cated on the south side of the borough,
is bordered by Rankin and Myrtle
Avenues and New Street.

Floodlights for the new athletic field
complex will be shut off at 10 p.m.
under a proposal to revise the regula-
tions governing the borough’s parks
and recreation facilities.

The proposed revisions were
prompted by the creation of the facil-
ity, which will include a youth base-
ball field, multi-purpose artificial turf
field, basketball court and field house.
The floodlights issue was of particular
concern to Myrtle Avenue resident
Jeff Breen, whose home borders the
complex. He said that he goes to bed at
9:30 p.m.

Councilman Lou Petruzzelli noted
that PSE&G installed 400-watt and
250-watt security lights without noti-
fication on November 7, and that he
would request that they be shielded
and aimed more directly to minimize
their impact on surrounding residents.

Councilman Bill Nierstedt and
Councilwoman Sara Todisco asked
whether the light shutoff could be
moved to 9:30 p.m., or the days re-
stricted to when the lights could re-
main on until 10 p.m. Both ideas were
rejected.

Mr. Petruzzelli said that requiring a
9:30 p.m. cutoff would cause schedul-
ing issues for activities such as base-
ball. Games usually are scheduled for
5:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., and normal
game time is two hours. The remain-
der of the time is used for cleanup.

The regulation changes were the
result of a special committee estab-
lished by the mayor 18 months ago. It
included Council President Ann
Tarantino, Mr. Petruzzelli, Borough
Administrator Christina Ariemma and
several residents, who examined the
practices of several nearby towns with
similar facilities.

Most of the 90-minute meeting, 30
minutes of which were occupied by
questions by Mr. Nierstedt, was spent
defining terms such as “mini bike”
and clarifying language, such as refer-
ences to “business” days and “calen-
dar” days.

Other questions revolved around
matters like a provision that prohibits
the harming of wildlife except poison-
ous snakes, which the regulations per-
mit killing on sight.

Mr. Nierstedt questioned Ms.
Ariemma, who prepared the final draft
document which was reviewed by

Borough Attorney Bob Renaud, about
a section that could require a contract
in order use the complex.

The provision reserved the right for
such a contract, but it did not specify
what would trigger the requirement.
Ms. Ariemma explained that one-time
uses, such as using the field house for
a party, probably would not require a
contract, but a repeated, regular use of
the baseball or soccer field would.

However, she said, depending upon
the specifics of the use — such as a
fireworks display (which is banned
under the regulations) — a contract
probably would be needed.

The regulations set fees for the park,
which would officially be renamed
the Garwood Sports and Recreation
Complex. Based on a four-hour mini-
mum, Garwood residents would pay
$125 plus $25 for any additional hour;
non-residents and for-profit organiza-
tions would pay $250 plus $50 for
each additional hour, and non-profits
would be charged $50 for four hours
and $10 for each additional hour.

That is in addition to a $25 applica-
tion fee and a $250 security deposit.
Additional fees will apply for use of
the youth baseball field and artificial
turf field.

The already existing Garwood Rec-
reation Commission, a seven-member
volunteer board appointed by the mayor
for rotating five-year terms, will be
tasked with managing the complex.

The regulations referred to “atten-
dants” to represent the borough if
needed at events, which Ms. Ariemma
explained would be essentially em-
ployees of the commission, paid out
of fees generated by the complex.

BOA OKs Appeals; Upholds
Permit on Boynton Court

By BOBBY O’ROURKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The board of ad-
justment (BOA) meeting held last
Wednesday evening was a scene that
began with some comedy and later
entered into heated debate.

A bit of levity was played out dur-
ing the beginning of the meeting when
several applicants were asked to
present their applications, but each
explained that their attorneys or archi-
tects were running late. When the board
moved to the case in which an archi-
tect was present but not the applicant,
good-natured laughter and applause
came from both board members and
citizens.

“Does anyone have a deck of
cards?” Board Chairman Chris
Masciale joked before calling a short
recess. After reconvening, the board
entertained the application of Jeff
Roush, who wanted to add a first- and
second-story addition to his home at
404 Saint Marks Avenue, which
would include a porch. His applica-
tion was approved on condition that
the porch would be constructed as an
“open” porch. After Mr. Roush, the
board entertained the application of
Sue and Jose Tan for 526 Saint Marks
Avenue. The Tans wished to build a
one-story addition onto their resi-
dence. Although some questions were
raised by board members about the
impact an addition would have on the
Tans’ shared driveway, the applica-
tion was approved.

Roberto Olivares of 407 Grove
Street applied for permission to bring
his home up to three stories instead of
the ordinance-allowed two-and-a-half
stories. Mr. Olivares petitioned for
permission to raise the roof on his
walkup attic, and also for permission
to have two bedrooms and a bathroom
added to the attic floor. The roof had
sustained damage during Hurricane
Sandy, and Mr. Olivares saw its repair
as an opportunity to turn the attic into
a livable area. His application was
approved by the board.

The most contentious application
of the evening was presented by Harry
and Karen Saminski. At the outset, a
legal distinction had to be made about
whether Ms. Saminski was present as
an applicant or legal counsel, as she is

an attorney. Ms. Saminski identified
herself as an applicant. The Saminskis
wished to appeal the town zoning
officer’s decision to issue a construc-
tion permit to Joseph and Steven
Buontempo for property at 132
Boynton Court near the Saminskis’
home, claiming that construction in
the lot violated front and rear lot set-
back requirements.

Vincent Loughlin, the board’s at-
torney, interrupted their testimony to
point out that their appeal had not
been filed in the required time period.
When Ms. Saminski began to argue
that she and her husband had no idea
of the construction until the second-
floor framing had been erected, Mr.
Loughlin cut them off, saying the ba-
sis for their appeal was ungrounded.
This argument lasted nearly an hour,
with the Saminskis calling Mr.
Loughlin’s lengthy legal explanation
“confusing,” and Mr. Loughlin accus-
ing the Saminskis of ignoring the facts
and simply “arguing the merits” of the
case.

Other board members also found
the legal precedent confusing, with
board members Andrew Wasserman
and Mark Doherty questioning Mr.
Loughlin more than they did the
Saminskis. In the end, the board of-
fered its sympathy to the Saminskis,
but denied their appeal.

The final applicants of the evening
were Robert and Pamela Newell of
603 Clark Street, who wanted to ex-
tend the height of their detached ga-
rage to match the roofline of their
1880s Victorian-style home. The
Newells’ application was approved on
the conditions that a new survey of the
property would be ordered and that
the garage would not become a habit-
able space. It was agreed that no utili-
ties besides existing electricity would
be installed in the garage.

Elm                               APPLIANCE
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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

sued on November 7, are due on
Tuesday, December 9, and that he
anticipates the council voting to
award a contract soon after. Mayor
Glover said that, “Clearly, they can
replace the roof in December” be-
fore the brunt of the winter weather
is felt.

The council gave final approval to
an ordinance setting out fees for
people using the golf course at Shady
Rest. A new feature is that active-
duty military personnel and veterans
living in Scotch Plains, as well as
members of the local fire department
and rescue squad, will have member-
ship fees and greens fees waived.

In other business, Mayor Glover
appointed Carol Clancy to the li-
brary board of trustees, replacing
Joseph Duff, who died recently. The
mayor also reminded residents that
the annual holiday celebration will
take place on Sunday afternoon, De-
cember 7, on Park Avenue.
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Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NATIVE PLANT ENTHUSIASTS…The Native Plant Society of New Jersey
held its annual Fall Conference at the Trailside Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside on Saturday. Local nurseries sold native New Jersey plants
outside and inside and gardeners had a seed swap, where seeds were given free-
of-charge of plants that could be planted and thrive in this current cold climate.
The conference recognized native plant research going on around the state and
highlighted individuals and groups working to conserve native plant habitats
and populations.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
A JOB WELL DONE...More than 20 people, including Union County Freeholder
Sergio Granados, who organized the event, Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage,
Elizabeth Board of Education member Stan Neron and retired New York Giants
Stephen Baker and Chris Snee, joined members of Univision Radio, Coors Light,
Union County College, the County of Union and the New York Giants organiza-
tion in a cleanup of Warinanco Park in Elizabeth, Roselle and Linden.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A POTTER’S PARADISE…Westfielder Eugene "Gene" Prial shows his pottery
and sculpture at the Potters’ Guild of New Jersey’s annual fall pottery festival
and sale of functional and sculptural ceramics at the Community Presbyterian
Church in Mountainside on Saturday. Mr. Prial also is a Westfield Leader
subscriber and moved to Westfield in 1971. Forty-two potters sold their work at
the sale held Saturday and Sunday.

The next meeting of the commis-
sion will be on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 10, at 7 p.m., at the BOE admin-
istration building, located on Ever-
green Avenue in Scotch Plains.
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WF Temple Approved to
Use House As Meeting Space

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Temple Emanu-
El, located at 748 East Broad Street,
was approved, 7 to 0, with condi-
tions, by the board of adjustment
(BOA) Tuesday to use an adjacent
house as a small-scale meeting place
for a maximum of 30 people. The
variances sought were all pre-exist-
ing conditions and the only change
to the exterior structure was to ex-
tend the rear porch to make a handi-
capped ramp. The temple also sought
a waiver for a new sign.

The house would be named The
Lavy Community House to honor
Dr. Norman W. Lavy, Senior Rabbi
Douglas Sagal said. Marion Lavy,
Dr. Lavy’s wife, donated the home
to the temple.

“I’m delighted it came into frui-
tion,” Mrs. Lavy told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “It is going
to be wonderful. A lot of people will
be pleased.”

The house is 2,084 square feet and
would require an additional 24 park-
ing spaces, according to the ordi-
nance. In 2005, the temple had been
approved to expand its lot to 121
parking spaces, which later changed
to 116 when the plan was imple-
mented, attorney Stephen Barcan
said. What was proposed Tuesday
was a total of 118 spaces, he said.

In 2003, the temple first went be-
fore the BOA to add a parking lot,
which had neighboring residents up-
in-arms. Residents opposed to the
lot argued that the lot would take
away from the feel of a residential
neighborhood.

The driveway would not change,
Mr. Staigar said, “maintaining that
residential character rather than a
commercial character.” A commer-
cial driveway would require it to be
widened, striped and have curbing
and be thicker.

There were concerns by the board
that the driveway as it exists makes
it difficult to turn around and exit.
As a condition, the board said a sign

would be erected to denote the drive-
way is to be used by staff only.

Architect of Forefront Designs,
David Bailey, said the ramp located
in the rear of the building would be
graded and lead to a covered patio.
Inside the home, a powder room
would be made handicapped acces-
sible. Upstairs, two bedrooms would
be made into one big room. The
exterior would maintain a residen-
tial character and have the same fin-
ishes as the existing building, Mr.
Bailey said.

“We are not planning on gutting
the building,” he stated.

The house would be used for
prayer meetings, youth meetings and
counseling services, Rabbi Sagal
said.

“We are looking at a program of
something modest,” Rabbi Sagal
said.

The youth group typically meets
on Sundays, Rabbi Sagal said.

In addition to holding group meet-
ings, “We’d like to invite one or two
families from the temple to have
Sabbath dinner each week,” Rabbi
Sagal said.

The house also would provide a
permanent space on Saturdays for a
group of about 10 to 15 people who
have had no designated meeting
space.

Rabbi Sagal said he has consid-
ered installing outdoor seating for a
nature class for the nursery school in
the backyard area.

“I’m hoping what this might do
for us is give more breathing room
for activities,” Rabbi Sagal said.

Elizabeth Lehey, planner for the
applicant, noted the master plan rec-
ognizes the importance of houses of
worship in residential neighborhoods.

The board made conditions upon
approval for Lot 8 to be merged with
the principal structure, the temple;
to provide a landscaping plan on the
westerly side to fill in gaps; for the
house to not be used as a residence;
for the house to be used as stated in
testimony and for the sign on the
driveway to be installed.

“This accessory structure allows
them to have… a more appropriate
space for smaller groups,” Board
Chairman William Heinbokel said.
“From an appearance perspective,
the neighborhood doesn’t change at
all.”

holiday boutique on Sunday, Decem-
ber 7, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. On
Saturday, December 13, the temple
will have a pray and play event for
children age 5 and younger and their
caregivers; families are asked to call
the temple for the time.

The seniors will hold their holiday
party on Monday, December 8.

On Sunday, December 7, at 3 p.m.
at the northside train station Fan-
wood will hold its annual holiday
party. At 5 p.m. there will be a tree
lighting ceremony with singing. Santa
will make an appearance, too.

On Saturday, December 13, at 11
a.m. Santa will ride through Fan-
wood, assisted by the fire depart-
ment, rescue squad and Police PBA
Local 123, giving gifts to children.
Santa’s elves are accepting gifts at
the firehouse on Saturday and Sun-
day, November 29 and November
30, from 5 to 9 p.m., and Monday
through Friday, December 1 through
5, from 6 to 9 p.m. This year the fire
department is asking that gifts be no
bigger than a shoebox and to bring
one gift per child.

The Lions Club will begin its
Christmas tree sale on December 1
from 6 to 9 p.m. weeknights and 9
a.m. to 9 p.m. on weekends.

The Tiny Tim Carol Night will be
on Wednesday, December 3. Resi-
dents should leave their porch lights
on from 4 to 9 p.m. if they would like
to receive the carolers.

Luminaries will be sold Sunday,
December 7, and Saturdays and Sun-
days, December 13 and 14 and 20
and 21, at the Fanwood Municipal
Garage at 270 North Avenue across
from the library, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The police department will set up a
giving tree outside Borough Hall
where residents can take an orna-
ment and return a gift to benefit Par-
ents as Teachers programs of Union
County.

The Handel’s Messiah Concert will
take place December 7 at 9 p.m. at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church. Tick-
ets are $20.

At the start of the meeting, Parthena
Rosahl, of the Friends of the Fan-
wood Memorial Library, was named
Volunteer of the Month. Her daugh-
ters, Sophia and Melissa, presented
her with flowers, while Carol Campell
of the Friends spoke of Ms. Rosahl’s
commitment to the organization. Mrs.
McGovern presented Ms. Rosahl with
a sketch of the library.

 “She does everything you would
want for a library,” Ms. Campell said.

“It takes a village. It is a great town
of people to work with,” Ms. Rosahl
said.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE 14-15

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE
SALARY FOR CHRISTINA M
ARIEMMA, BOROUGH AD-
MINISTRATOR/MUNICIPAL
CLERK AS PER THE SETTLE-
MENT AUTHORIZATION IN
THE MATTER OF ARIEMMA
V. BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
AND AS DIRECTED IN RESO-
LUTION NO. 14-279
ADOPTED OCTOBER 28,
2014

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in
the County of Union, State of New Jer-
sey as follows:

SECTION 1. Christina M.
Ariemma, Borough Administrator/Munici-
pal Clerk of the Borough of Garwood shall
be entitled to an annual salary hereinafter
set forth opposite respective classifica-
tion:

SECTION 2. The within salary shall be
retroactive and take effect January 1, 2011.

SECTION 3. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent herewith shall be
and they are hereby repealed.

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall take
effect immediately and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Ordinance

No. 14-15, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 18th DAY OF NOVEMBER 2014,
and that Ordinance No. 14-15, will be taken
up for further consideration for final pas-
sage at the meeting of said Borough Coun-
cil to be held at its meeting room in the
Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, New Jersey, on the 9th DAY OF
DECEMBER 2014, at 7:15 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
heard, at which time and place all persons
who may be interested therein will be given
an opportunity to be heard concerning the
same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
Borough of Garwood

2 T - 11/20/14, The Leader Fee: $51.50

LEADER AT ST. HELEN’S...Gerald Pinney of Westfield celebrated his 50th
birthday climbing Mount Saint Helen’s in the State of Washington with none
other than his favorite publication, The Westfield Leader.


