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Congratulations to the October Sales Associates of the Month!
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Consolidation Panel Has
Raised $9K For Study

Council Opts For More Leaf
Pick-Up Equipment Rental

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
Approves Spring Trip to Italy

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Approxi-
mately one dozen students attended
last Thursday evening’s Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education meet-
ing to help and support a presentation
of the 2014-2015 Italian Student Ex-
change program. Immediately follow-
ing the presentation, board members
unanimously passed eight field trip
requests, one of them a trip for these
students to study in Italy for 10 days.

The presentation, given by Carmela
Lambert, Giuseppina Della Pietra and
Antonio Gaetano, chronicled the visit
by 17 students from Italy as they

shadowed Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) students for 10
days last spring. It was revealed that
there were 30 families willing to host
these students. The Italian students
attended high-school classes with their
host student, visited and interacted
with students from the middle schools
and visited common tourist attrac-
tions.

During the presentation, it was
noted that the trips for the Italian
students coming to SPFHS and for
those SPFHS students studying in
Italy give the students a chance to
acquire much more and a better un-
derstanding of each other’s language

through a “practical immersion.”
Teachers also made the point that

the experiences for both sets of stu-
dents will help and have helped all
students to accept and understand
different cultural and community per-
spectives. It was noted that this will
help with students’ analytical and
problem-solving skills as well as help
them mature and build confidence
and self-esteem.

The tentative itinerary for the spring
trip to Italy will span from April 16 to
25, 2015.

It was noted that each student was
expected to pay for his or her own
trip. Board member Karen
Kulikowski asked how much the trip
would be for each student, to which
she was answered approximately
$1,600.

The presentation concluded with
first-hand testimonials from partici-
pants who hosted students. SPFHS
senior Rebecca Ames shared her ex-
periences and noted that she visited
her newly made friend from the ex-
change program in Italy over the sum-
mer and had a chance to bond with
her family. She said that during her
summer trip she was able to see her
own knowledge of the Italian lan-
guage expand because of the immer-
sion process. She ended by saying, “I
am excited to go back.”

Another high-school senior,
Samantha Loop, showed a brief video
of the experiences she and her fellow
students had while hosting the Italian
students. Board members asked the
students to come back after their trip
to Italy to share their experiences.

Newly elected board member Evan
Murray was in attendance at the meet-
ing. When asked, Mr. Murray said he
was happy and honored to be elected
to the board and that he will be sworn
in at the board’s re-organizational
meeting held in January. Newly re-
elected members of the board, War-
ren McFall of Scotch Plains and
Jeanne Cleary of Fanwood, also will
be sworn in for another term.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fan-
wood/Scotch Plains Consolidation
Study Commission met last Wednes-
day evening at the board of education
(BOE) administration offices.

In attendance were Chairman Don
Parisi, Vice-Chairman Anthony
Battista, Fanwood representatives Pat
Hoynes, Matt Juckes and Council-
man Jack Molenaar, and Ann
Saltzman, Fred Lange and Philip
Weiner from Scotch Plains. Eugene
McCarthy of the Local Finance Board
of the New Jersey Department of
Community Affairs also was at the
meeting.

The commission, formed in June
2013, is charged with overseeing a
study, by an independent contractor,
on the benefits and costs of consoli-
dating Fanwood and Scotch Plains
into one municipality without either

losing its identity as a community.
At Wednesday’s meeting, Mr. Parisi

said the total amount of money the
commission has now is $9,015. Cour-
age to Connect New Jersey gave the
commission $5,000 for seed money.
The commission was able to raise
$4,075 from local contributors. Those
wishing to contribute can do so on
the commission’s Facebook page
using PayPal. All contributions are
tax-deductible. The suggested dona-
tion is between $25 and $50.

The job of doing a study on the
benefits of merging the two towns
went out to bid several months ago.
Two bidders responded; one wanted
$75,000 and another asked for
$100,000. Mr. Parisi said the bidders
have agreed to keep the bids open
throughout 2015.

The meeting was followed by a
brief private session.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With the
township’s leaf pick-up program well
under way, Township Manager Jerry
Giaimis reminded residents last week
that updates on schedules and any
changes are available on the
township’s website and on its
Facebook page. And the pick-up pro-
gram was the subject of an extended
discussion when the council, at its
meeting on November 12, was con-
sidering a resolution awarding a con-
tract not to exceed $112,000 to Ralph
Checchio Inc. for the rental of equip-
ment to be used in the leaf pick-up
program and the brush pick-up ef-
forts in 2015.

Deputy Mayor Michael Marcus
questioned the size of the contract
and also wondered whether the addi-
tional equipment was needed. He
asked Mr. Giaimis whether the leaf
program could be completed without
the additional equipment, and was
told that it could. But in explaining
the need for the equipment, Mr.
Giaimis said, “We’re trying to be
more expedient and more efficient.”

Mr. Marcus said the $112,000 con-
tract, combined with an earlier
$35,000 contract for rental of other
equipment, was more than the total
increase in this year’s municipal bud-
get expenditures. He also said that if
the capital bond ordinance had been
passed during the summer, most of
the equipment that will be rented
would, instead, have been owned by
the municipal government.

“This is money we could save tax-
payers,” Mr. Marcus said of the con-
tract award, and later he wondered
why what he described as a “standard
leaf pickup” could not be completed
with the equipment and manpower
already on hand.

Councilwoman Colleen Gialanella,
in an attempt to broker a compro-
mise, proposed reducing the “not to

exceed” amount of the contract from
$112,000. Mr. Marcus was receptive,
saying that it was “so far out of pocket”
to award a bid of such an amount.
Even though the $112,000 figure is a
ceiling that is not necessarily the fi-
nal amount that will be paid by the
township, Mr. Marcus warned, “If
that kind of expenditure can be ap-
proved, then that kind of expenditure
can be paid.”

But Township Attorney Bill Willard
cautioned the council about lowering
the contract amount too much. “It’s
going to be difficult if there are leaves
on the street and there aren’t funds to
pick them up,” he said. Mayor Kevin
Glover agreed, saying that, “people
are going to be angry if the leaves are
not picked up.”

The discussion continued as Mr.
Giaimis calculated possible lower
monetary levels, and finally Mrs.
Gialanella proposed a $90,000 ceil-
ing on the bid award. The council
voted to approve, on a 4-to-1 vote,
with Mr. Marcus dissenting.

In other business, Mr. Giaimis said
the bid documents for the replace-
ment of the clubhouse roof at Shady
Rest Country Club, which were is-

FW Close to Settlement On
Environmental Cleanup Suit

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The litigation that
began in 2013 between the borough
and three companies for payment for
environmental cleanup involving the
downtown redevelopment is almost
fully settled, Councilman Dan Levine
said Monday at the borough council’s
regular meeting, where Council Presi-
dent Russell Huegel stood in for an
absent Mayor Colleen Mahr.

Two of the three parties, Station
Square and Brinkerhoff, have signed
the settlement papers, while
Livingston-Wilbur has yet to sign off
on the deal, Borough Administrator
Eleanor McGovern told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. The borough
had bonded over a million dollars in
a low-interest government loan to
pay for cleanup of the site after pur-
chasing it and had an agreement to
share the cost with the companies,
which backed out of the arrange-
ment. The council approved the settle-
ment agreement by resolution.

The governing body also awarded
a contract for engineering services
relevant to the downtown environ-
mental cleanup not to exceed $21,687.

In other business, the Fanwood
Memorial Library has accepted draw-
ings from an architect for major reno-
vations at the library, Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell said during her
library report. “The library has many,
many deficiencies,” Councilwoman
Mitchell said.

The plans will be presented to the
council on Tuesday, December 2, at
the council’s agenda session, when

council members can discuss if the
project should be done in stages or in
one fell swoop, she said.

The council approved the in-grade
promotion of Elliot Bernard to pa-
trolman b.

The Fanwood Rescue Squad won
the award for Outstanding Call of the
Year at the annual New Jersey State
First Aid Council’s convention in
October, Councilman Tom Kranz
said. The award acknowledged the
squad’s response on January 1 to a
young man with a severed arm found
lying next to the train tracks near
Hetfield Avenue. The squad was able
to stabilize the victim, Mr. Kranz
said. The victim died three days later,
he said.

A host of events were announced
by the council: the interfaith Thanks-
giving service will be held Monday,
November 24, at 7:30 p.m., at Temple
Sholom, newly located at 1925 Lake
Avenue, Fanwood. CROP Hunger
Walk donations will be received there
as well. The temple also will hold a
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Courtesy of Sylvie Mulvaney/NJ First Aid Council
OUTSTANDING SERVICE…Fanwood Rescue Squad EMTs, front row, from left to right, Steve Siegal, Karolyn
Buckridee, Elizabeth Buckridee, Patty Buckridee and Nancy Mustachio, and back row, Jeff Downing and Tom Kranz,
accept the award for Outstanding Call-of-the-Year during the recent New Jersey State First Aid Council (NJSFAC)
banquet.  While responding to a January 1, 2014 call for a man lying next to the tracks, the EMS volunteers worked with
paramedics to stabilize the critically injured patient, then transported him to the helicopter landing zone. The patient died
several days later.

Happy Thanksgiving!

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
VOLUNTEER OF MONTH…Parthena Rosahl, of the Friends of the Fanwood
Library, was named Volunteer-of-the-Month at the Fanwood Borough Council
regular meeting on Monday. Her daughters, Sophia, wearing hat, and Melissa
presented her with flowers and Carol Campell of the Friends gave a speech.
Borough Administrator Eleanor McGovern presented her with the recognition.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
LIFETIME HONOR…Bob Kruthers, center, a member of the Fanwood Rescue
Squad since 1957, receives the EMS Volunteer Lifetime Achievement Award last
Friday night at the annual New Jersey Statewide EMS Conference in Atlantic
City. Mr. Kruthers, the rescue squad's treasurer, has answered more than 5,000
calls and provides ongoing leadership and mentoring to squad members. Also
pictured are Micky McCabe, chairman of the New Jersey EMS Council, and
Nancy Kelly-Goodstein, acting director of the New Jersey Office of EMS.
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David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STATE SECTIONAL SOCCER CHAMPS...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team defeated Elizabeth, 2-0, to claim the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 championship in Scotch Plains on November 13. See story on
page 15.


