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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

of the evening was presented by Harry
and Karen Saminski. At the outset, a
legal distinction had to be made about
whether Ms. Saminski was present as
an applicant or legal counsel, as she
is an attorney. Ms. Saminski identi-
fied herself as an applicant. The
Saminskis wished to appeal the town
zoning officer’s decision to issue a
construction permit to Joseph and
Steven Buontempo for property at
132 Boynton Court near the
Saminskis’ home, claiming that con-
struction in the lot violated front and
rear lot setback requirements.

Vincent Loughlin, the board’s at-
torney, interrupted their testimony to
point out that their appeal had not
been filed in the required time period.
When Ms. Saminski began to argue
that she and her husband had no idea
of the construction until the second-
floor framing had been erected, Mr.
Loughlin cut them off, saying the
basis for their appeal was ungrounded.
This argument lasted nearly an hour,
with the Saminskis calling Mr.
Loughlin’s lengthy legal explanation
“confusing,” and Mr. Loughlin ac-
cusing the Saminskis of ignoring the
facts and simply “arguing the merits”
of the case.

Other board members also found
the legal precedent confusing, with
board members Andrew Wasserman
and Mark Doherty questioning Mr.
Loughlin more than they did the
Saminskis. In the end, the board of-
fered its sympathy to the Saminskis,
but denied their appeal.

The final applicants of the evening
were Robert and Pamela Newell of
603 Clark Street, who wanted to ex-
tend the height of their detached ga-
rage to match the roofline of their
1880s Victorian-style home. The
Newells’ application was approved
on the conditions that a new survey of
the property would be ordered and
that the garage would not become a
habitable space. It was agreed that no
utilities besides existing electricity
would be installed in the garage.
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turn when Michael Vena uncovered a
1922 zoning map that showed south-
ern sections of Garwood, including the
area of the house, as allowing multi-
family dwellings.

Only one person during the public
comment opposed the application, Ms.
Sep’s neighbor, Vincent Kearney, who
purchased the single-family home at
306 Center Street – the adjacent prop-
erty to the south – in October 2011.

Mr. Kearney, the son of recently
defeated Republican Garwood council
candidate and borough council cham-
ber of commerce liaison Carol Kearney,
stated that granting the application
would exacerbate parking problems on
the street, create a hardship for his
family and lower his property value.

The opposition renewed memories
of a previous dispute in 2012 between
Ms. Sep and Mr. Kearney and his wife,
Veronica, over a dilapidated garage
and shared driveway that straddled both
properties.

The garage was condemned and
eventually razed, and the Kearneys
sought permission from the board to
build a driveway on the opposite side of
their property. That application was
denied, but Mr. Fraser mediated a settle-
ment on the shared driveway in July
2012.

At the November 12 meeting, Mr.
Fraser expressed dismay upon learn-

activities,” Rabbi Sagal said.
Elizabeth Lehey, planner for the ap-

plicant, noted the master plan recog-
nizes the importance of houses of wor-
ship in residential neighborhoods.

The board made conditions upon
approval for Lot 8 to be merged with
the principal structure, the temple; to
provide a landscaping plan on the west-
erly side to fill in gaps; for the house to
not be used as a residence; for the house
to be used as stated in testimony and for
the sign on the driveway to be installed.

“This accessory structure allows
them to have… a more appropriate
space for smaller groups,” Board Chair-
man William Heinbokel said. “From
an appearance perspective, the neigh-
borhood doesn’t change at all.”
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LEADER AT ST. HELEN’S... Gerald Pinney of Westfield celebrated his 50th
birthday by climbing Mount Saint Helen’s in the State of Washington with none
other than his favorite publication, The Westfield Leader.
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Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
NATIVE PLANT ENTHUSIASTS…The Native Plant Society of New Jersey held
its annual Fall Conference at the Trailside Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside on Saturday. Local nurseries sold native New Jersey plants outside
and inside gardeners had a seed swap, where seeds were given free-of-charge of
plants that could be planted and thrive in this current cold climate. The
conference recognized native plant research going on around the state and
highlighted individuals and groups working to conserve native plant habitats and
populations.

ing the agreement was never executed
With most board members sounding
convinced that Ms. Sep had proven that
the home existed as a well-understood
two-family home, planning board
member Bill Nierstedt struck a discor-
dant note.

“I have never heard of a certificate of
non-conforming (use) being given to a
structure that no longer exists,” he said.
“I find it incredulous that we’re even
listening to this.

“So my question to my fellow board
members is, I don’t see what we’re
doing here.”

The comment drew a quick and an-
gry response from board member Rob-
ert Scherer.

“You were the one who told her to
come back,” Mr. Scherer said, refer-
ring to Ms. Sep’s September 24 appear-
ance.

When Mr. Nierstedt said it was not
he but the board that requested she
resubmit, Mr. Scherer seemed more
incensed.

“(The board requested it) because of
what you said,” he snapped. “Don’t
play games.”

Eventually, Mr. Scherer put forth the
motion to grant the certificate of non-
conformity with the proviso that Ms.
Sep construct a one-car garage and also
one parking space behind the home.

With Carol Kearney’s close friend,
board member Gene Jannotti, recusing
himself, the request was granted over
the no votes of Mr. Nierstedt and Mayor
Pat Quattrocchi, who recused herself
two years ago from voting on the
Kearney application.

In other matters, the board unani-
mously approved a much-less-conten-
tious application for a certificate of
non-conformity for Lucille Cepparulo
for her two-family home at 92 Third
Avenue.

Also approved unanimously was a
site plan to allow the new owners of 336
North Avenue, the former site of Oliver’s
Family Ristorante, to renovate the build-
ing for a Peruvian restaurant on the first
floor and to convert the one 1,600-
square-foot apartment on the second
floor into two one-bedroom, 800-
square-foot apartments.

Although the plans included adding
one parking spot behind the building,
negating the need for a variance, board
members strongly urged the new own-
ers, the parents of proposed restaurant
manager Carlos Mendoza, to make
arrangements with St. Anne’s Catholic
Church nearby or the owners of the
shopping plaza across the street for
additional parking.

Borough Considers Online
Payments For Taxes

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough residents
would be able to make municipal
tax payments online with a credit or
debit card under a proposal to re-
place the borough’s accounting
computer software.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco, the
governing body’s finance commit-
tee chairwoman, reported to the
council at its meeting Tuesday that
the company that currently provides
the software, First Byte of Teaneck,
N.J., would not be able to continue
support due to a health condition of
one of the principals.

Subsequent research resulted in
two offers, including one from
Edmunds and Associates of
Northfield, N.J., that would allow
residents or business owners to re-
mit tax payments via computer.
Edmunds would charge a conve-
nience fee, which was not disclosed,
that would not lessen the tax owed
to the borough.

Ms. Todisco said a measure would
be put forth in upcoming meetings
requesting the council approve
$20,000 in start-up costs to pur-
chase, install and provide 46 hours
in training on the software.

The Edmunds bid was slightly
more than a $16,500 offer from
Municipal Software Inc. (MSI), but
Edmunds was chosen due to its more
common use, Ms. Todisco said, as
well as compatibility with the
borough’s hardware, according to
Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma.

In other finance committee dis-
cussions, Ms. Todisco said the panel
was recommending – at the urging
of the state – the elimination of the
stipend paid to borough employees
who opt to waive health-insurance
coverage.

The stipend, 25 percent of the
premium the borough paid, was rec-
ommended by state officials as a
way to encourage employees to de-
cline health insurance and reduce
costs. But since many of those who
opted out did so because employ-
ees were required to pay toward the
insurance and/or it was cheaper to
obtain coverage through their
spouse, the stipend is no longer
necessary.

Two borough employees have ap-
plied, Ms. Ariemma said. However,
only one was eligible and is receiv-
ing the stipend.

The relatively sparsely attended
meeting lasted uncharacteristically
slightly over an hour.

It was announced that the $3.2-
million Athletic Field Complex in
the southeast corner of the borough
is nearing completion. Ninety per-
cent of the railings, 95 percent of
the plumbing and all of the kitchen
equipment have been installed in
the field house, and shrubbery that

needed replacing has been planted.
The ponding on the basketball court
and drainage issues in the baseball
outfield have been rectified.

“Inspections are set for Novem-
ber 25,” said Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli, the council’s liaison to
the project. “They’re starting to take
the plastic off the windows. They’re
starting to clean up.”

The project, 18 months behind
schedule, has been a contentious
issue within the council and was
often cited as an issue in the recent
council and mayoral elections. The
park is scheduled to officially open
Sunday, December 14, with a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony.

Some matters remain, such as the
aiming and shielding of security
lighting, which Mr. Petruzzelli said
needs to be addressed by PSE&G.

Among other issues discussed in-
cluded leaf removal, after one resi-
dent noted how he had been ap-
proached by a Garwood police of-
ficer for raking his leaves into the
street. The resident said he raked
the leaves into the street with the
intention of bagging them, as re-
quired by a borough ordinance en-
acted last year.

However, the lateness of the day
and soreness in his back prompted
him to leave them until morning. A
neighbor apparently notified police.
Councilman Bill Nierstedt said the
ordinance does not allow raking the
leaves into the street and advised
the homeowner to leave them in his
yard until bagging them.

That prompted Councilman Mike
Martin, who earlier this year sug-
gested rescinding the law, to ques-
tion the wisdom of requiring leaf
bagging. But he found no support
on council.

Mr. Nierstedt later advised that
while this was the last week for
scheduled pickup of leaves, the De-
partment of Public Works would
continue to remove leaves left out
between sidewalks and curbs on a
request or as-needed basis.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE 14-15

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE
SALARY FOR CHRISTINA M
ARIEMMA, BOROUGH AD-
MINISTRATOR/MUNICIPAL
CLERK AS PER THE SETTLE-
MENT AUTHORIZATION IN
THE MATTER OF ARIEMMA
V. BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
AND AS DIRECTED IN RESO-
LUTION NO. 14-279
ADOPTED OCTOBER 28,
2014

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in
the County of Union, State of New Jer-
sey as follows:

SECTION 1. Christina M.
Ariemma, Borough Administrator/Munici-
pal Clerk of the Borough of Garwood shall
be entitled to an annual salary hereinafter
set forth opposite respective classifica-
tion:

SECTION 2. The within salary shall be
retroactive and take effect January 1, 2011.

SECTION 3. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent herewith shall be
and they are hereby repealed.

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall take
effect immediately and in the manner pre-
scribed by law.

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Ordinance

No. 14-15, was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 18th DAY OF NOVEMBER 2014,
and that Ordinance No. 14-15, will be taken
up for further consideration for final pas-
sage at the meeting of said Borough Coun-
cil to be held at its meeting room in the
Municipal Building, 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, New Jersey, on the 9th DAY OF
DECEMBER 2014, at 7:15 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
heard, at which time and place all persons
who may be interested therein will be given
an opportunity to be heard concerning the
same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
Borough of Garwood
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Courtesy of Sylvie Mulvaney/NJ First Aid Council
OUTSTANDING SERVICE… Fanwood Rescue Squad EMTs, pictured in front
row,  from left to right,  Steve Siegal, Karolyn Buckridee, Elizabeth Buckridee,
Patty Buckridee and Nancy Mustachio, and back row,  Jeff Downing and Tom
Kranz, accept the award for Outstanding Call-of-the-Year during the recent New
Jersey State First Aid Council (NJSFAC) banquet.  While responding to a
January 1, 2014 call for a man lying next to the tracks, the EMS volunteers
worked with paramedics to stabilize the critically injured patient, then trans-
ported him to the helicopter landing zone.  The patient died several days later.

www.goleader.com

WF At Or Above Similar
Districts In Test Scores
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of educa-
tion met Tuesday evening and an-
nounced the results of district testing.
The news is good for the students,
tested on par with or higher than the
state average in many tests.

Margaret Dolan, superintendent of
schools, introduced the power point
presentation which was narrated by
Paul Piniero, assistant superintendent
of curriculum.

The presentation included the re-
sults of the Student Achievement Tests
(SAT), the American College Tests,
(ACT) and the Advanced Placement
Test (AP), High School Proficiency
Assessment (HSP), New Jersey As-
sessment of Skills and Knowledge
(NJASK), Language Arts Literacy
(LAL) and Partnership for Assessment
of Readiness for College and Careers
(PARCC).

The students, Mr. Piniero said, are
tested relative to their District Factor
Group (DFG), the classification which
associates academic performance with
community characteristics, such as af-
fluence and parent education. Westfield
is in District I, which includes other
districts with similar characteristics.

Some key terms are, according to the
New Jersey Department of Education
(NJDOE): Scale Score Mean, which is
the average of a group’s scale score;
Partially Proficient, which is scoring
under 200; Proficient, which is scoring
200 or above; Advanced Proficient,
which demonstrates advanced under-
standing of NJDOE core content stan-
dards and scoring 250 to 300; Cluster is
the specific skill set being tested on a
given test. Cluster to grade 11. Cluster

Categories for all grades are English
Language Arts (ELA) (2014) and Math
2014. The results are based on tests
given in the spring of 2014.

The ELA I-District and state per-
centage of total passing shows Westfield
grades 3 to high school as surpassing
the state and district average with over
80 percent passing and well above av-
erage. The Westfield vs. District and
state ELA percentage of AP showed
Westfield High School as scoring as
high as well as over 60 percent above
the other categories.

In math AP, from grades 3-WHS,
Westfield scored, in many grade levels,
at a much higher score than the state
average and district factor grouping,
particularly in grades, fifth, eighth and
high school.

In math scales score mean, Westfield
vs. I-District and state, grades three
through high school, Westfield scored
consistently above the other two cat-
egories.

In NJASK, math and science,
Westfield grades, four and eight,
Westfield matched in grade four and
surpassed competing districts in grade
eight. In AP science, Westfield sur-
passed, by a percentage point, other
districts in grade 4 and scored lower in
the District Factor Group (DFGI) in
grade eight. In the Science Scale Score
Mean, Westfield vs. District I and state,
Westfield surpassed the other districts
in Grade four and fell slightly below in
grade eight testing.

Westfield, said Mr. Piniero, performs
at or above its District Factor Group
peers with very few exceptions.

In other business, the board voted to
accept gifts from the Westfield Coali-
tion for the Arts to the following
schools:

A gift of $1,250 for the for the
Westfield High School Music Depart-
ment staff members to attend a confer-
ence.

A gift of $350 for the Roosevelt
Intermediate School’s Arts Department
to purchase two wire cutters and sup-
plies.

A gift of $2,530 for the Arts To the
Westfield High School and the
Roosevelt and Edison Intermediate
Schools to purchase three drum sets
with hardware and cases.

A gift of $830 for the Roosevelt
Intermediate School Music Department
to purchase three amplifiers.

A gift of $5,000, from an anony-
mous donor, to the Franklin Elemen-
tary School to purchase books, sup-
plies and classroom material.

The next meeting of the board will
be Tuesday, December 9, at 7:30 p.m.
at the administration Building, located
at 103 Elm Street.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
A JOB WELL DONE...More than 20 people, including Union County Freeholder
Sergio Granados, who organized the event, Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage,
Elizabeth Board of Education member Stan Neron and retired New York Giants
Stephen Baker and Chris Snee, recently joined members of Univision Radio, Coors
Light, Union County College, the County of Union and the New York Giants
organization in a cleanup of Warinanco Park in Elizabeth, Roselle and Linden.

which will officially be renamed the
Garwood Sports and Recreation Com-
plex. Based on a four-hour minimum,
Garwood residents would pay $125
plus $25 for any additional hour; non-
residents and for-profit organizations
would pay $250 plus $50 for each
additional hour, and non-profits would
be charged $50 for four hours and $10
for each additional hour.

That is in addition to a $25 applica-
tion fee and a $250 security deposit.
Additional fees will apply for use of
the youth baseball field and artificial
turf field.

The already existing Garwood Rec-
reation Commission, a seven-member
volunteer board appointed by the mayor
for rotating five-year terms, will be
tasked with managing the complex.

The regulations referred to “atten-
dants” to represent the borough if
needed at events, which Ms. Ariemma
explained would be essentially em-
ployees of the commission, paid out of
fees generated by the complex.
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