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GREEN HOUSE TOUR...This environmentally “green “ home on Minisink Way
in Westfield is one of the four classic homes on the Deck the Halls Holiday House
Tour sponsored by the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of Westfield scheduled for
Saturday, December 6 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Rake and Hoe Deck the
Hall House Tour Planned

WESTFIELD – The Deck the Halls
Holiday House Tour of four elegant
homes in Westfield, which is sched-
uled for Saturday, December 6 will
have interior and exterior holiday
designs by the talented gardeners and
floral designers of the Rake and Hoe
Garden Club of Westfield.  Only pre-
sented every four years because of
the intense planning and execution of
detail, the 2014 Holiday House Tour
will be an outstanding effort on the
part of every club member.  Each
home will be decorated with a differ-
ent theme depending on the character
of the home

The homes, which include a shingle
clad home built in 1905, a colonial
revival shingle style home built in
1906, a certified “green home” built
in 2011, and a Dutch Colonial in
Indian Forest remodeled in 2011, will
also be decorated for the holidays by
the creative members of the Rake and
Hoe Garden Club of Westfield.  Tour
tickets can be purchased from mem-
bers, at Baron’s Drug Store, Williams
Nursery, Christoffer’s Flowers and
Gifts, and Coldwell Banker on Cen-
tral Avenue, Westfield for $35 in ad-
vance, and on the day of the tour for
$40 each.  They will also be available
at the tour homes and the boutique at
the First United Methodist Church, 1
East Broad Street, Westfield, which
also will have unique gifts and cre-
ative decorations for the holidays.

The Holiday House Tour is the
Rake and Hoe Garden Club’s pri-

mary source of revenue in support of
their many service projects to the
town, county, and state. As a volun-
teer organization, the garden club
provides service to the community by
maintaining the gardens found at the
northside of the Westfield Train Sta-
tion, the Miller Cory House Museum,
the Shadowlawn Pocket Park (a Blue
Star Memorial), and the Claire
Brownell Wildflower Garden at the
Reeve House, the home of the
Westfield Historic Society, as well as
projects for Mobile Meals, Lyons
Veterans Hospital, and the Jardine
Academy for special needs children.

For information on how to join,
please contact Karen Jolley-Gates,
club president, at (908) 233-5125.
For more information, see the club
website at www.rakeandhoe.org

The Harrison home, located at 1011
Minisink Way, was built in 2011 by
Anastasia Harrison, an environmen-
tally-conscious architect.  Her goal
was to build a home for her family
that achieved high-silver or low gold
LEED certification from the New
Jersey Green Council.  This home’s
features show the owner’s dedication
to leaving a minimal environmental
footprint.

The Womelsdorf home, one of the
four stately homes, is located at 288
Watchung Fork in Westfield.  A hand-
some, sprawling stone Dutch Colo-
nial built in 1934, it was renovated in
2011.  The interior of the home is
enhanced by many fine design ele-
ments.  The large living room, deco-
rated in the French Country style, is
painted a brilliant bamboo shoot
green, which gives the illusion of
bringing the lovely grounds into the
interior of the house.

The Jaruzelski home, located at
210 South Euclid Ave., is one of the
four elegant homes on the tour.  This
home, a colonial in the revival shingle
style, was built in 1906 by Walter J.
Lee, a real estate developer and pub-
lisher of The Westfield Leader.   The
current owners purchased the prop-
erty from Mr. Lee’s daughter-in-law
in nearly its original condition. The
interior combines classical as well as
arts and crafts elements.

The Toricollo home, located at 625
Westfield Avenue is a single clad neo-
classical  home features a wrap-around
porch with ionic columns and a unique
entryway with a full beveled glass
door, elegant leaded glass sidelights,
and an outstanding leaded glass ellip-
tical transom. All of the wood detail-
ing on the first floor including door
and window casings, baseboard mold-
ings, doors, and the staircase are of
American chestnut, which is now ex-
tinct due to a blight in the early part of
the 20th century.

“The tour showcases the incredible
creativity of our many talented mem-
bers for the public’s enjoyment.  Af-
ter having seen the tour once, many
viewers are excited to see the tour
again, and sorry to have to wait the
four years until the next one,” said
Ms. Jolley-Gates.

BRIDGING THE GAP...12-year-old Florian Schantz of Westfield played with his
jazz combo to a full house at the NJ Veterans Home in Menlo Park, NJ. After the
performance, Florian spent time with the veterans honoring their service to our
country. Art on the Hill Event to

Feature Westfield Artist Annual Behind The Screen
Program to be Held at MSU

ARB Announces Dates for
Annual Nutcracker Season

Holiday Journey With
Celebration Singers Planned

ORCHESTRAL PERFORMANCE...Westfield’s Roosevelt Intermediate School
choral students performed with the New Jersey Festival Orchestra in the final
movement to Gustav Holst’s “The Planets” in weekend concerts held in Westfield
and Basking Ridge on September 20 and 21.

Enlow Hall to Present
Vienna Boys Choir

UNION – Gene & Shelley Enlow
Recital Hall at Kean University will
present the Vienna Boys Choir in
Christmas in Vienna on Saturday,
December 6 at 7:30 p.m. Christmas in
Vienna encompasses Austrian folk
songs and waltzes, classical master-
pieces, and, of course, beloved holi-
day favorites. Over the past six centu-
ries, the famed Vienna Boys Choir
has delighted music-lovers across the
globe with their purity of tone, dis-
tinctive charm and diverse, crowd
pleasing repertoire.

Tickets to Vienna boys Choir in
Enlow Hall range from $35 to $55
and can be purchased by calling Kean
Stage Box Office at (908) 737-SHOW
(7469), online at http://
EnlowHall.kean.edu or in person at
Kean University’s Wilkins Theater
Box Office, 1000 Morris Avenue,
Union.

Situated on Kean University’s East
Campus, 215 North Avenue, Hillside,
Enlow Hall is renowned for its superb
acoustics and elegant design. With
just 300 seats, Enlow Hall has been
praised by noted performers and pa-
trons for its intimate ambiance and
close proximity between musicians
and audience members. Free onsite
parking is available at every concert.

For complete Enlow Hall Season
information, please visit
enlowhall.kean.edu.

CRANFORD – Under the direc-
tion of Brian Clissold and Jennifer
Jenkins, The Celebration Singers
are preparing for their winter per-
formance “A Holiday Journey with
The Celebration Singers” at St.
Michael’s Church, 40 Alden Street,
Cranford, on Friday, December 5
and Saturday, December 6 at 8 p.m.
Tickets can be purchased online at
celebration-singers.org or through
the phone at (908) 552-4656.

The Celebration Singers is a non-
profit musical entertainment orga-
nization whose goal is to reach out
to as many people as possible in as
many different environments so as
to expose people to the art of music.
Diverse programs give audiences
the opportunity to experience a
wealth of musical styles and disci-
plines, and see this music performed
by children and adults.

Although many outstanding cho-
ral groups exist in New Jersey, there
are few groups that bring the same
rigorous and exacting musical stan-

dards to the performance of the va-
riety of songs. Celebration Singers’
mission is to bring before as wide
an audience as possible the beauty,
richness, and excitement of not only
a valuable segment of American cul-
ture, “the Classic American Popu-
lar Song,” but of songs of many
styles and from other cultures.  At
the same time, they look to provide
a more diverse musical education to
our children and adult chorus mem-
bers and audience alike.  It contin-
ues to grow in scope, appeal, and
audience and member enthusiasm.

Funding for the Celebration Sing-
ers is made possible in part by the
New Jersey State Council for the
Arts, Department of State, through
a grant administered by the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs.  For more information,
please visit celebration-singers.org,
e m a i l
celebrationsingersnewjersey@gmail.com,
or leave a voice mail at (908) 552-
4656.

MONTCLAIR — The Montclair
Film Festival announced that its 4th
annual Behind the Screen: Media
Careers 101 program, presented in
partnership with The Montclair
State University, is scheduled for
Saturday, November 22. The day-
long event features free panels with
leading professionals across the film
and television industry that offer
insights into the variety of careers
available in today’s media landscape
and the process of creating a career
in film production. Behind the
Screen is a partnership between the
Montclair Film Festival and
Montclair State University.

This year’s panels include “Mov-
ing Into The Director’s Chair,” fea-
turing Michael Slovis (Breaking
Bad, Game Of Thrones) and Laura
Belsey (Criminal Minds); “Illumi-
nating The Gaffer” with Andy Day
(The Departed); “Producing For
Film & Television” with Eileen
Bernstein (Live From Lincoln Cen-
ter) and Alexandra Jewitt (Opera-
tion Homecoming); “Storytelling In
Reality Television” with Banks
Tarver (Mob Wives Chicago) and
Rob Sharenow (Storage Wars),
“Documentary Filmmaking” with
Paul Lovelace (Iris, Radio Unname-
able) and Jessica Wolfson (A Girl
and A Gun, Radio Unnameable) ;
“Publicity and Social Media” with
Charlie Olsky (Cinetic Media) and
Kristin Wald (Social Media); and
“The Art of The Promo” with John
Kelleher (HBO). Additional guest
speakers will be added in the com-
ing weeks.

“We are proud to host the 4th
annual Behind The Screen pro-
gram,” said Daniel Gurskis, Dean
of the College of the Arts at
Montclair State University. “This
year’s program offers a unique op-
portunity to find out what it’s really
like behind the scenes of dynamic
media careers in everything from
documentary filmmaking to reality
TV.”

“We are so pleased to continue
our partnership with Montclair State
University on this important pro-
gram,” said Montclair Film Festi-
val Executive Director Tom Hall.
“Behind The Screen represents the
cornerstone of our commitment to
educating our community about the
professional vitality of film and tele-

vision.”
The Behind the Screen program

takes place on Saturday, November
22 Montclair State University’s Uni-
versity Hall 1070 & 1060 from
10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. The program is
free and open to the public.

To ensure a space, please pre-
register by visiting
www.montclairfilmfest.org.

Town Book Store to
Host Ken Ludmer

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store will be hosting a meet and greet
for Westfield resident Ken Ludmer
on Saturday, November 15 from 2 to
4 p.m.

In his poignant memoir, “Insanity
Begins at Home, Surviving Ma, and
the Road: A Therapist’s Memoir”,
Mr. Ludmer details his often raucous,
always conflicted, and yet loving re-
lationship with his mother. After sixty
plus years of their epic battle, Mr.
Ludmer and his Ma attempt to heal
their wounds as he cares for her, fol-
lowing her broken hip at age 91. In
the last 18 months of her once brave
and independent, world-traveling life,
they tell their stories to one another.
He had hitchhiked America and Eu-
rope, as a young man, and she always
knew what was best for everyone.
Except him.

Mr. Ludmer received his Master’s
from Columbia University. He has
been a family therapist in Westfield
for 37 years and former president-
elect of the American Association of
Family Therapy, N.J. He has acted in
the Westfield Community Players and
plays guitar in Greenwich Village. He
is the father of Joshua and Alyson,
and he resides in Westfield.

The Town Book Store is located at
270 East Broad Street in Westfield
(corner of East Broad and Elmer
Streets). If you are unable to attend
this event, you can call The Town
Book Store at (908) 233-3535 to re-
serve an autographed copy of “Insan-
ity Begins at Home, Surviving Ma,
and the Road.”

Choral Soc. to Present
Journey to Christmas
PLAINFIELD – Crescent Concerts

continues its 33rd Season with The
Journey to Christmas, which will be
presented by the Crescent Choral
Society on Saturday, November 15 at
8 p.m. at the historic Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church, 716 Watchung
Avenue, Plainfield.  Artistic Director,
F. Allen Artz III, will conduct the
choir in a performance of Vivaldi’s
Magnificant, Saint-Saens’ Oratorio
de Noel and Pinkham’s Christmas
Cantata.  These three choral master-
pieces from three different centuries
will be the perfect beginning for your
own journey into the season of Christ-
mas.

From the 18th century we begin
our journey with the stirring Vivaldi
Magnificat, the classic choral setting
of the song of Mary.  Then from the
19th century, the concerty will con-
tinue with the thrilling Saint-Saëns
Oratorio de Noël, a work with lovely
duets, trios, quartets and even a quin-
tet of soloists. The journey ends with
the 20th century classic Daniel
Pinkham’s Christmas Cantata that
really prepares listeners for the joy-
ous season of Christmas to come.
The Crescent Choral Society will be
accompanied on the mighty Gilbert
Adams organ with Brenda Day at the
keys.

General admission for the concert
is $20, seniors are $15, and students
are $5.  Call (908) 756-2468 or visit
www.crescentconcerts.org for more
information about this and upcoming
concerts.

STIRLING – Artists Marie
Ozmon of North Plainfield, and Jody
Pfeiffer of Westfield, will exhibit
their latest works at Art on the Hill,
at The Shrine of St. Joseph, located
at 1050 Long Hill Road in Stirling.
This unique evening of fine art and
music, as well as food and drink,
will take place on Saturday, No-
vember 15. The third biennial Art
on the Hill event begins at 8 p.m. in
the Shrine Auditorium.

Ms. Ozmon makes garden-in-
spired two and three dimensional
multi-media artworks, whimsical in-
terpretations of textures, structures
and colors observed in various
neighborhood gardens in NJ and
California. Ms. Pfeiffer is an ac-
complished photographer who en-
joys doing nature studies.

The group art show will feature
the works of 15 accomplished area
artists, some of whom are quite well
known in their media. In addition,
each of the artists has donated an
original piece of art for an art draw-
ing which will take place that
evening. (Attendees will drop tick-

ets in vessels placed in front of each
piece; a lucky winner will be drawn
for each donated work of art.)

Other participating visual artists,
who represent the mediums of wa-
tercolor, acrylic, oil,  photography,
fiber art, pottery, and sculpture, in-
clude: Hank Buntin, Marie Burns,
Tom Butler, Joanne Collins, Diane
Gallo, Liz Heine, Betty Ann Kelly,
Don Kuhn, Betty McGeehan,
Masako Murphy, Mim Pastino, and
Frank Shyers. Artists will exhibit
several pieces of their work, most
of which will be for sale.

Musicians who will entertain through-
out the event include Cathy Bush, Dan
Gates, and “friends.” In addition to the
arts, the evening includes wine and hors
d’oeuvres, desserts and coffee.

Tickets to this fundraising event
are $25 a person; five art drawing
tickets are included in the ticket
price. Additional art drawing tick-
ets will be available for purchase
during the evening. Tickets will be
available at the door the night of Art
on the Hill. There is ample free
parking in the Shrine parking lot.

PRINCETON - American Reper-
tory Ballet’s (ARB) 2014 Nut-
cracker Season will run Saturday,
November 22 through Sunday, De-
cember 21 at venues across New
Jersey: Union County Performing
Arts Center in Rahway, McCarter
Theatre in Princeton, Patriots The-
ater at the War Memorial in Tren-
ton, Algonquin Arts Theatre in
Manasquan, and State Theatre in
New Brunswick. ARB’s Nutcracker
is a holiday classic featuring
Tchaikovsky’s score and a cast of
over 100 performers, featuring the
professional, international dancers
of American Repertory Ballet and
select students from Princeton Bal-
let School, the official school of
ARB. A holiday tradition since

1964, ARB’s is the longest-running
Nutcracker production in New Jer-
sey and one of the longest consecu-
tively-running in the United States.

The company will begin its 2014
Nutcracker season at Union County
Performing Arts Center’s main stage
in Rahway on Saturday, November 22
at 2 p.m. ARB’s Nutcracker will be at
McCarter Theatre in Princeton for
Thanksgiving weekend: Wednesday,
November 26 at 7 p.m. and Friday,
November 28 and Saturday, Novem-
ber 29 at 1 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. On
Saturday, December 6 at 1 p.m. and
4:30 p.m. ARB’s Nutcracker will be at
Patriots Theater at the War Memorial
in Trenton. Performances at Algonquin
Arts Theatre in Manasquan are the
following weekend on Saturday, De-
cember 13 at 1:p.m. and 4:30 p.m. and
on Sunday, December 14 at 3 p.m. The
closing weekend of ARB’s Nutcracker
will be at State Theatre in New
Brunswick, with performances on Fri-
day, December 19 at 7:30 p.m. and
Saturday, December 20 and Sunday,
December 21 at 1 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.
These performances at State Theatre
will feature a live orchestra, conducted
by Maestro Michael Pratt, and the
Princeton GirlChoir.

ARB will be holding its annual
“Nutcracker Sweets” party on No-
vember 28 at 3:15 p.m. between the 1
p.m. and 4:30 p.m. performances at
McCarter Theatre.  At “Nutcracker
Sweets,” families can enjoy home-
made treats; tea, coffee, and hot co-
coa served in china teacups; story
time; and free photos with costumed
characters. Tickets for “Nutcracker
Sweets” are sold separately from per-
formance tickets, but they are also
available by calling the McCarter box
office at (609) 258-ARTS (2787).
Please contact Development Coordi-
nator Vanessa Ramalho with any ques-
tions: vramalho@arballet.org, (732)
249-1254 ext. 20. Tickets are still
available.

Union Photographer to
Exhibit at Pearl St. Gallery

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
present an exhibit of photographs by
Sheilia R. Lenga of Union in the gal-
lery space at the Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, lo-
cated in the historic St. John’s Parson-
age at 633 Pearl Street in Elizabeth. A
selection of her work entitled “Photos
from South Africa by Sheilia R. Lenga”
is on display at the Pearl Street Gallery
through Wednesday, December 31.
The public is invited to enjoy the ex-
hibit during gallery hours, 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. weekdays.

“The talent and diversity of our
county artists assure an inspiring vari-
ety of exhibitions at the Pearl Street
Gallery,” said Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski, liaison to the Union County
Cultural and Heritage Advisory Board.
“We are pleased to display Ms. Lenga’s
intriguing photographs.”

Ms. Lenga became involved with
the Cranford Camera Club in New
Jersey, and served as its president,
eventually merging it with the Millburn
Camera Club. She joined the Board of
the Westfield Art Association and also

was the founding President of the Con-
temporary Art Group
(www.contemporaryartgroup.org). For
10 years she curated art exhibits at the
Spanish Tavern Restaurant in
Mountainside.

She has exhibited her work in many
solo and multi-artist shows and galler-
ies, including the Watchung Art Cen-
ter, the Les Malamut Gallery in Union,
the Arts Guild of Rahway, Overlook
Hospital, NJ Workshop for the Arts,
Salem Roadhouse Café, the Plainfield
Arts Festival and many others. Her
photographs are in private collections
in Arizona, Mexico, Canada, Boston,
St. Maarten, New York and New Jer-
sey.

Union County artists (whose works
can be hung on a wall) interested in
exhibiting in the gallery space are wel-
come to apply. For more information
about the Pearl Street Gallery or other
programs, please contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street, Eliza-
beth. Free on-site parking is available.
For more information call (908) 558-
2550 or email culturalinfo@ucnj.org.
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creative framing
Art • Framing • Gifts • Home Accents • Unique Jewelry

Conservation Framing • Sports Memorabilia & Jerseys
Shadow Boxes • Graduation Diplomas • Mirrors

Corporate & Home Consultations

Holiday Jazz Night
Friday, Dec. 5th, 7pm - 9pm

6th Annual Boutique Show
Saturday, Dec. 6 & Sunday, Dec. 7th

10am - 5pm

Visit our website to view merchandise &

upcoming events: www.simplyartandframes.com

908-272-3030

Mon 12-4; Tues, Wed & Fri 10-6; Thurs 10-7; Sat 10-5


