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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Chris Hudak, chair
chudak@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Letters to
the Editor

Regional Bd. of Health: No One Is
Currently At Risk of Ebola Exposure

Fraudulent IRS Calls, Stopping Scams;
Is Moral Compass Disappearing?

Some Westfield residents have ex-
pressed concerns about Ebola. How-
ever, as discussed at our meeting,
there are no cases of Ebola in town or
anywhere in New Jersey. No one in
the schools or in the community is
currently at risk of exposure.

The airport is monitored and our
hospitals are on alert. Health care
workers and emergency responders
need to be vigilant since virus trans-
mission requires direct contact with
the body fluids of an ill infected per-
son.

The Westfield Regional Health
Department is working with local
groups and hospitals and other gov-
ernment agencies to best plan for the
needs of our community.

The seasonal influenza vaccina-
tion program is ongoing and over
250 residents have already been vac-
cinated. It is best to get vaccinated
before the flu starts spreading.

Flu kills tens of thousands of people
each year in the U.S., compared to
one death due to Ebola to date. But a
simple vaccination can prevent the
flu. Residents can find a current list
of flu vaccination sites and schedules
at www.westfieldnj.gov/health.

The Health Department offers
many types of flu vaccine. For all
types, there is a $15 cash fee for each
person who does not have Medicare
B or one of the following insurances:
Aetna, CIGNA, Humana, Medicaid
and United Healthcare.

The Health Department is also
sponsoring a  cholesterol screening
on Monday, November 17, and a
bone density screening on Monday,
November 24, with Overlook Medi-
cal Center. Both programs are from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Overlook
Downtown Center in Summit, and
there is a $10 charge for each. For
more information and to register,
please call the Overlook Community
Health Department at 1-800-247-
9580.

Information about all of the
Department’s activities is available
on its website www.westfieldnj.gov/
health. The complete minutes of the
November 3 meeting will be posted
after review and approval at our De-
cember 1 meeting, which starts at
5:30 p.m. in the municipal building.
The public is invited to attend.

Lawrence Budnick, MD
President, Westfield Board of Health

I have received at least six calls
from a caller identifying himself as
an IRS agent and claiming that there
was some legal action against me. I
wanted to post this letter in The
Westfield Leader for three reasons.
First, to warn fellow Westfield resi-
dents of this scam; Secondly, to talk
about the wheels of bureaucracy and
why we can’t stop scams like this.
And lastly, to talk about the moral
compass that is quickly disappearing
within our society.

I started getting these calls earlier
this year and have received at least
six calls at both my home number
and my office number at home. Origi-
nally, the caller ID showed the in-
coming number being based in the
D.C. area, but the recent scam calls
are pointing to an area in California.
It doesn’t matter, as the criminals are
using software to disguise the real
location of the caller.

Basically, the caller identifies him-
self as an agent of the IRS and claims
that there is a case against you. Any-
one with even a little common sense
knows that the IRS would never call
you about this, let alone leave a mes-
sage. Once you challenge them, they
end the call.

However, today’s call (November
4, 2014) was interesting, as they used
a computer-generated call with a fe-
male voice. When I returned the call
(knowing it was a fraud call), the
same guy that has called before (he
has a distinctive voice) picked up and
started using every expletive you can
imagine when I asked him for his
credentials. Simply put, don’t take
these calls and don’t offer any per-
sonal information. More info at
www.treasury.gov/tigta.

Here is where I really started get-
ting frustrated. The first time I re-
ceived this type of call, I reported it to
the FBI. They said, “not our thing,
call the FTC.” I did and that went
nowhere.

After today’s calls, I again called
the FBI (Newark Office), I was again
referred to the FTC, but this time I
mentioned that this was useless in-
formation. My call was kicked around
and eventually picked up by some-
one with more information, who then
referred me to the treasury depart-
ment. That call went nowhere and I
was referred to the website that I
mentioned above.

I know that we as a nation have a lot

on our plate, to name a few, a strug-
gling economy, potential terrorism in
our backyard and more, but these
fraudulent calls are victimizing
Americans in their own way. The
treasury site mentioned they have
received over 20,000 reports of these
calls and that Americans have been
defrauded for over a million dollars
with this scam. How can this happen?
How can these people defraud Ameri-
cans and continue these scams with
impunity?

So, that leads me to my last point.
Why does this happen? Because we
let it happen.

Where is the moral compass that
we once had? I remember my parents
telling me that they bought a car in
1969 and that the dealer told them to
take the car home and just mail him a
check that week for the balance. Can
you imagine that happening now? It
wouldn’t. Why?

Because there are some many
cheaters and liars out there. And guess
what? We let them cheat and lie. At
home, at school, at work, everywhere.
We turn a blind eye to so many things
at work and at home.

I am not perfect, but I try to live an
honest life and I try to instill that in
my kids and everyone I know. Take
what you work for and don’t cheat
the other guy. Someone does some-
thing wrong, tell him/her that’s wrong.
You see something that’s not right,
report it. It’s not being a snitch, it’s
being honest. It’s having morality.
Have we lost that? I can assure you
that the scam artist making these bo-
gus IRS calls has friends and family
that know what he’s doing and they
just look the other way. Where is their
sense of right and wrong?

Sorry to pontificate, but this really
bothers me. Let’s think about this and
tell people how we feel about cheat-
ing and lying and taking advantage
of people. Maybe our child, our friend
or our co-worker will think twice
about cheating someone. We don’t
need more laws or more government
regulation, we just need more honest
people.

So, finally, when I asked the scam
artist today, “How can you sleep at
night knowing you’re cheating
people.” His reply was very discon-
certing; “I sleep just fine,” he said and
then ended the call.

Joshua Suri
Westfield

Checchio Thanks Scotch Plains Voters;
Promises Her Best for Residents

I want to express my heartfelt
thanks to the voters of Scotch Plains
for electing me to the Township Coun-
cil. The support I felt on Election Day
was incredible, and I am humbled
and honored by your trust in me.

During my campaign travels, I had
the opportunity to meet directly with
so many of you, listening to your
concerns, while discussing impor-
tant community matters. Your confi-
dence in me is one that I do not take
lightly and I promise to work tire-
lessly on your behalf to help address
challenges, and to secure lasting and
meaningful improvements through-
out our community.

As I’ve stated throughout the cam-
paign I am extremely optimistic about
our township’s future. I am looking

forward to working and governing
with my running mate John Del Sordi,
alongside Mayor Kevin Glover and
Councilwoman Colleen Gialanella
while reaching across the aisle to
Councilman Jones to move our town-
ship forward as a representative of all
the people.

My only disappointment is that I
will not have the opportunity to serve
with my good friend and talented
running mate Luisa Bianco.

In closing, let me once again say
thank you, and as the holidays ap-
proach, let me wish you and your
family, a Happy, Peaceful, and
Healthy Holiday Season.

Rose Checchio
Councilwoman-Elect

Scotch Plains

Oster Gives Thanks;
Ensure That Education
Continues To Flourish
I am truly honored that the voters

of Westfield have elected me to be a
member of the Westfield Board of
Education. The Board has the re-
sponsibility for ensuring that the long-
standing tradition of providing an
outstanding educational experience
for all our children is continued by
their work.

The partnership among educators,
parents, taxpayers and the Board of
Education has produced consistently
outstanding results for our students
and I will work tirelessly to ensure
that the partnership continues to grow
and flourish.

I would like to congratulate Mark
Friedman and Chris Langhart for also
winning election to the Board of Edu-
cation. I look forward to working
with them and the other Board mem-
bers.

Michael Bielen and David Sexton
were outstanding candidates and I
hope they continue to volunteer and
support our community.

Many thanks go out to my family,
friends and supporters. Without your
help this success would not have been
possible.

Peggy Oster
Westfield

Councilman-Elect Del Sordi Thanks
Scotch Plains Voters, Residents

I would like to express my deep
appreciation to all that have helped
and supported me in my recent cam-
paign. I am humbled by the outpour
of residents and friends who devoted
countless hours in supporting me and
my running mates. Along my jour-
ney, I have had the pleasure of meet-

ing so many extraordinary people.
I also would like to thank the Scotch

Plains residents for putting their trust
in me. It will be my privilege to serve
as your councilman. I look forward
to working with Mayor Glover, Coun-
cilwoman Gialanella, Councilman
Jones, and Councilwoman-elect
Checchio in ensuring that Scotch
Plains is the best town that it can be.

John Del Sordi, Jr.
Councilman-Elect

Scotch Plains

 Veterans Day
“Today [Tuesday] we take time to

honor and pay respect to the men and
women who have served in our
nation’s Armed Forces. Our veterans
have made tremendous contributions
and sacrifices while wearing our
nation’s uniform. Their desire to serve
our country has kept us safe at home
and abroad and has helped to protect
the values of our nation. Today serves
as a reminder to thank our veterans,
those currently serving in the mili-
tary, and their families for their ser-
vice, bravery and commitment to
America.”

New Jersey Governor
Chris Christie

In Flanders Fields
By: Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, MD
(1872-1918), Canadian Army

*****
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

Trees
By Joyce Kilmer (1886 –1918),
an American poet.

*****
I THINK that I shall never see
A poem lovely as a tree.
A tree whose hungry mouth is prest
Against the sweet earth's flowing breast;
A tree that looks at God all day,
And lifts her leafy arms to pray;
A tree that may in summer wear
A nest of robins in her hair;
Upon whose bosom snow has lain;
Who intimately lives with rain.
Poems are made by fools like me,
But only God can make a tree.

He was killed by a sniper's bullet at the
Second Battle of the Marne in 1918.

Non-Competitive Races Has
Resulted In Low N.J. Turnout

Last week’s General Election produced what
may have been the lowest turnout for a federal
election in the state with just 31 percent of voters
statewide turning out at the polls or submitting
mail-in ballots. With non-competitive U.S. Senate
and Congressional races topping this year’s ballot,
there was not much incentive for voters to head to
the polls in the Garden State. But that was unfortu-
nate as there were a number important mayoral and
town council races here in Union County as well as
competitive school board elections.

Looking at this newspaper’s coverage area, turn-
out was 34 percent in Westfield, 38 percent in
Fanwood and Mountainside, 42 percent in Cranford,
and around 39 percent in Scotch Plains and 43
percent in Garwood. County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi
has said turnout countywide was 36 percent.

Low turnouts are never good as it is important
that a good percentage of the electorate participate
in the election process. While this was not a Presi-
dential or Gubernatorial election year where turn-
outs are the highest, locally there was a mayoral
election in Garwood and council races in Cranford,
Garwood and Scotch Plains. County voters also
elected a new sheriff for the first time in nearly 40
years.

In terms of Congressional races, only two of
New Jersey’s 12 Congressional Districts were
expected to be close — the 3rd District in south
Jersey and the 5th District in north Jersey, but

neither was close in the end. In fact no House race
came closer than 10 percentage points in the state.
Meanwhile, Sen. Cory Booker easily defeated little-
known and poorly funded Republican Jeff Bell by
14 percentage points with major networks calling
the race minutes after the polls closed at 8 p.m.

There has not been a close U.S. Senate race in the
Garden State since Bob Franks nearly defeated Jon
Corzine in the 2000 Senate race. We are hopeful
that the GOP will mount a better fight in 2018 when
the next Senate seat will be on the ballot when Sen.
Robert Menendez seat is up again.

We anticipate that turnout in next year’s state-
wide election may be lower than this year as state
General Assembly races will be at the top of the
ballot. Like the Congressional Districts, New
Jersey’s legislative districts have gone through
gerrymandering thus making most of these races
non-competitive.

Locally, council seats in Westfield, Cranford,
Garwood, Fanwood and Mountainside will be on
the ballot in 2015 although Democrats rarely run
candidates in Mountainside and Fanwood Repub-
licans failed to field a candidate this year.

If New Jersey is to see higher voter turnout in
future years the state needs to generate more
competitive Congressional and Legislative dis-
tricts as well having political parties pick better
funded and better known candidates to run in
statewide races.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Vibex – Discolored spot or blotch of

the skin due to a subcutaneous effusion of
blood

2. Giallolino – Naples yellow pigment
3. Trigo – Wheat
4. Geniculate – To form joints or bend

like a joint

CYSTALGIA
1. Painful swelling of the mammary

glands
2. Pain in the bladder
3. Bunyons
4. Pain and swelling of the lymph

nodes
RONDACHE

1. A small circular shield carried by
medieval foot soldiers

2. Any large stage prop in the theater
which depicts the background

3. Moving in a hopping or skipping
manner

4. Envy; resentment
CYNEGETICS

1. Hunting with dogs
2. The study of the Brythonic Celtic

languages that includes Welsh, Breton
and Cornish

3. Pertaining to swans or the study of
swans

4. Study of diseases or inflammations
of the throat or windpipe

ANGEKOK
1. A fencing master
2. A chiropractor
3. An Eskimo medicine man
4. An interpreter; translater

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception
of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

See more letters on page 5

For more information, see
www.goleader.com
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HANGING CHADS
WERE EXCITING


