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system,” Mr. Zuber said.
The freeholders also are likely to

vote on a new lease agreement and
location for the county’s intoxicated
driver resource center. Classes have
been held at the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center in Rahway. Frank
Guzzo, director of human services,
said the Gateway Family YMCA in
Elizabeth, located at 135 Madison
Avenue, has more classroom space
and parking, which will allow the
county to hold more classes, resulting
in increased revenue to the county.

Mr. Guzzo said the county will pay
$520 per day, or $27,000, in 2015,
where the county currently pays $250
per day, or $12,000. He said the cost
is paid by client fees.

The board also is to vote on several
agreements with municipalities rela-
tive to maintaining red light cameras.
The county, in return, receives a per-
centage of revenue from summonses
generated by the traffic control signal
monitoring devices.

The costs through Tuesday, De-
cember 16, are: $104,227, Rahway;
$40,123, Roselle Park; $93,881,
Union, and $209,612, Linden. County
Counsel Robert Barry said the agree-
ments are going through December
16, as this is the date when the state’s
red light pilot program ends unless
the Legislature and the governor take
action.

The board also will likely vote to-
night on an agreement with the New
Jersey Department of Transportation
(DOT) to accept funding of
$4,155,600 for the county’s 2015
capital budget, an amount that is
$700,000 over the county’s 2014
funding.

At the start of the meeting the board
honored Scotch Plains resident
Courtney Dreyfus, who won a silver
medal in the triathlon at the Nationals
at the Special Olympics. She also will
represent Team USA in the 2015 Spe-
cial Olympics World Games in Los
Angeles, where she will compete in
the triathlon and in a half-mile swim.
She said the triathlon includes a quar-
ter-mile swim, a 12- to 15-mile bike
event, and a 5k run.
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SP Police Receives Grant
From Roethlisberger

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Police Department has been a
recipient of a grant from Pittsburgh
Steelers’ quarterback Ben
Roethlisberger and his Ben
Roethlisberger Foundation at The
Giving Back Fund. The police de-
partment will use the funds to expand
its K-9 unit.

The Washington Township Police
Department also will receive a grant,
which it will use to help the department
meet unexpected medical expenses for
its four-year-old German shepherd,
Arek.

The Ben Roethlisberger Foundation
invited police and fire departments
across the country to submit proposals
detailing their needs. This marks the
eighth season that the Foundation has
distributed grants to K-9 units. The
mission of the Ben Roethlisberger
Foundation is to support K-9 units of
police and fire departments throughout
the United States. The Foundation dis-

tributed $157,600 in grants to K-9 units
around the country during the 2013
NFL season and has distributed in ex-
cess of $1.2 million since 2007.

Scotch Plains Chief of Police Brian
T. Mahoney said, “We are excited for
the opportunity to work with the Ben
Roethlisberger Foundation at The Giv-
ing Back Fund in support of our local
K-9 program. Our program has been a
tremendous success since its inception
and the chance to enhance our efforts at
providing safety and security to the
people of Scotch Plains. Many thanks
go out to Ben and this great organiza-
tion.”

In commenting on why the mission
of the Foundation is so important to
him, Mr. Roethlisberger said, “We’re
very fortunate to be in the position that
we are able to help these K-9 units. The
work that is performed by the dogs and
their handlers, as well as the bond that
is formed, is incredible. We’re just
thrilled to do our small part.”

WF Council Amends Land
Use For Afford. Housing
By DOMINIC A. LAGANO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The town coun-
cil last Wednesday passed on first
reading four ordinances amending
the town’s land use ordinance.

First Ward Councilman James
Foerst explained the reason for the
amendments. “As part of our COAH
(New Jersey’s Council On Afford-
able Housing) obligation, we are
required to set forth a plan. The
plan is not yet due. The plan was to
be due on November 17. The (New
Jersey State Supreme) court still
has not determined what the rules
are for COAH even though we are
now four years into the program.

“So it’s a bit of an interesting
game. It’s very difficult to comply
with a law when the law does not
exist. But nevertheless, we are try-
ing to comply with the law as we
anticipate it may come forth and as
part of that, we are voting on the
housing plan element setting forth
the direction of the Town of
Westfield’s COAH plan for the next
decade.”

COAH is an arm of the New Jer-
sey state government tasked with
enforcing the Fair Housing Act of
1985, which states that New Jersey
municipalities must include a per-
centage of low-income affordable
housing in their housing plans.

During the public discussion por-
tion of the meeting, resident Greg
Kasko spoke regarding the purchase
of the Westfield Police
Department’s mobile command
center.

As covered in previous editions
of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
Mr. Kasko has addressed and ques-
tioned the town council on this is-
sue on multiple occasions.

At the last town council meeting,
Town Attorney Russell Finestein
released a statement regarding the
bidding process and the acquisition
of the police department’s mobile
command center. He also stated the
council considered the matter “con-
cluded” and requested a public apol-
ogy from Mr. Kasko for his “allega-
tions.”

“I am accused of wasting the
town’s time and money,” Mr. Kasko
stated. “You are the cause of the
waste. If you would answer ques-
tions and not tell people to go to the
prosecutor, this would not have hap-
pened.”

The council approved the demo-
lition of single-family dwellings lo-
cated at 667 Westfield Avenue and
751 Lawrence Avenue as well as a
single-family dwelling and de-
tached garage located at 883 Sum-
mit Avenue.

At the start of the meeting the
town council issued a proclamation
observing November 2014 as Na-
tional Pancreatic Cancer Awareness
Month. Jeanne Gladis, a volunteer
from the Pancreatic Cancer Action
Network (PCAN), was present to
receive the proclamation.

Ms. Gladis also provided The
Times with a brief statement outlin-
ing the purpose of her organization
and thanking the council for its
proclamation. “By declaring No-
vember 2014 to be Pancreatic Can-
cer Awareness Month in Westfield,
you are helping us to do the critical
work of making the public aware of
this disease and its lethal nature.
We hope by working together with
you we will be able to continue to
raise awareness, support patients
and their families, and raise funds
to find the cure – through both indi-
vidual contributions and federal
funding and legislation.”

Mayor Andy Skibitsky praised
the Pancreatic Cancer Action Net-
work for its work in raising aware-
ness of this disease. “The Pancre-
atic Cancer Action Network is the
first and only patient advocacy or-
ganization that serves the pancre-
atic cancer community in Westfield
and nationwide by focusing its ef-
forts on public policy, research
funding, patient services and pub-
lic awareness and education related
to developing effective treatments
and a cure,” he said.

The next town council confer-
ence session open to the public is
scheduled for Tuesday, November
25, at 7 p.m. It will be held at the
municipal building, located at 425
East Broad Street. The conference
session will be immediately fol-
lowed by the council’s regular pub-
lic meeting at 7:45 p.m.

CF Train Plaza on Track;
New Tree Ord. Discussed
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The stalled pedes-
trian improvements plan for the North
Avenue Plaza, located in front of the
Cranford train station, to be funded
partially by a Municipal Aid 2011 Tran-
sit Village Program grant in the amount
of $500,000, is back on track, Town-
ship Engineer Carl O’Brien said Mon-
day at the township committee’s work-
shop session. The project is to go out to
bid and construction is scheduled to
begin in April, with a completion date
in August 2015, Mr. O’Brien said.

The plan is to make the area safer for
pedestrians and provide better traffic
flow of NJ Transit buses. There will be
a turnaround area for the buses, added
fencing by the crosswalk areas and
new curbing, pavement and lighting.

Earlier this year the bids for the
project exceeded the budgeted amount
and were thrown out.

In other business, West Holly Street
will have a delay in paving until after
the winter due to gas main replace-
ments taking place, Mr. O’Brien said.
Since the road is in poor condition, the
Department of Public Works had rec-
ommended the road be milled before
the winter.

The areas in the southwest portion of
the township set for paving will be
paved in the spring, Mr. O’Brien said.

The New Jersey Department of En-
vironmental Protection told Mr.
O’Brien the plans to modify Orchard
Brook, a tributary of the Rahway River,
no longer meet with regulations and
need to be more environmentally sen-
sitive. The permits for easements along
the Orchard Brook were secured about
10 years ago, and not all homeowners
along the brook gave their consent.
Mayor Andis Kalnins has said it could
help alleviate flooding impacts for about
160 homes.

A potential new tree ordinance that
would include the hiring of a forester,
and a new law requiring permission
from the forester for residents to re-
move a tree considered a landmark
tree, was laid out by Commissioner
Robert D’Ambola. The definition of a
landmark tree was not specified. Salary
costs for a forester are still to be deter-
mined, Mr. D’Ambola said.

“This ordinance is needed desper-
ately because we are losing large
trees,” said Barbara Krause, a mem-
ber of the tree advisory board, during
public comments. She cited a long
list of nearby communities that have
adopted an ordinance like the one
presented or contains stricter laws.
She noted that not only did Cranford
lose 900 township trees as well as
private trees in Hurricanes Sandy and
Irene, but property owners have been
taking down large trees that were
healthy.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor said
after having some businesses interested
in a winter farmers’ market the idea of
holding it inside by the kitchen of the
community center on Saturday morn-
ings is being discussed.

The safety concerns of the ingress
and egress and front setbacks of new
bank establishments on North Avenue
was again brought up by resident Frank
Krause. He said the committee and the
zoning board need to have better coor-
dination between them, and said the
zoning board that approved those plans
had disregarded police reports.

The board of health meeting was
held prior to the workshop meeting
Monday. Megan Avallone, health of-
ficer, said there have been two com-
plaints regarding a rat problem, which
is down from six properties on Sailer
Street and Scherer Street that had exter-
minators come out in September. The
township is continuing to pursue gain-
ing approval for access to the vacant,
foreclosed home that residents on those
streets had blamed for the problem.
Ms. Avallone said there has been no
evidence externally of a rat infestation
on the property.

A public complaint was made re-
garding the home at 133 Mohawk Drive.
Robert Fico, the new part-time code
enforcement property maintenance
officer, said he went to the property,
which has been vacant for about seven
years, and learned a pipe burst that has
caused mold in the interior. Addition-
ally, there are holes in the roof where
animals have probably entered through
to the house.

Also, a large limb from a dead tree on
the property came down on a walkway,
and it is a safety concern. The house is
in such disrepair that Mr. Fico said it
would probably need to be demolished
or undergo a major rehabilitation. The
maintenance company of the home has
not shown up to arranged meetings for
the township to gain access to the home.
The township said it will begin the
process to fine the owner.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
POWERFUL WEAPON…A father and son admire a machine gun mounted on
a 1945 Willys Jeep that was included as part of the Veterans Day display at the
Hanson House in Cranford on Sunday morning.

Susan Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING OUR VETS...Scotch Plains Mayor Kevin Glover makes
remarks during the Veterans Day ceremony held at the Scotch Plains War
Memorial on Tuesday. The Veterans Day program was jointly sponsored by
American Legion Post No. 209 and VFW Post No. 10122.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING THEIR SACRIFICE... A wreath is placed at the Scotch Plains
War Memorial during the township’s Veterans Day ceremony on Tuesday.

Portion of Raritan Rd.
Closed for Road Work
SCOTCH PLAINS — The New Jer-

sey American Water Company will be
replacing a large water main on Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains, beginning to-
day, November 13, which will necessi-
tate the closure of Raritan Road be-
tween Terrill Road and Ashbrook Drive.

This work will continue for several
weeks. Raritan Road will shut down
each morning at 7:30 a.m. and reopen
each evening. During the closure there
will be no through traffic. Drivers
should use Cooper Road as their detour
or plan an alternate route. Scotch Plains
police officers will be on site each day
to enforce the closure. Residents will
be allowed in and out of their homes as
construction allows.

WF BOE Appoints New Girls
Coach Amidst Controversy

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The board of educa-
tion, on Tuesday evening, held a brief
public meeting to approve the appoint-
ment of Elizabeth McKeon to be the
new head girls’ varsity basketball coach
at Westfield High School for the 2014-
2015 season. The salary will be $8,578.

According to a district news release,
Ms. McKeon had served as the volun-
teer assistant varsity coach for the team
in the 2013-2014 school year.

Ms. McKeon is a graduate of
Westfield High School, where, as a
member of the girls’ basketball team,
was the second person to ever score
1,000 points. She also is a graduate of
Lafayette College, where she played
Division 1 Women’s Basketball and
achieved the Patriot League Athletic
Honor Roll.

The press release states that her 10-
year business career includes market-
ing positions at ESPN and the NFL,
where she was selected to serve on the
Woman’s Interactive Network. She
holds a master’s degree in broadcast
journalism from Boston University and
a Bachelor of Arts from Lafayette Col-
lege.

The appointment is necessary since
the season starts in a few weeks. The
board, last month, voted not to renew
the contract of Joe Marino, who has
been the coach for the past 15 years.
The team had a winning season in
2013-2014. That decision proved to be
controversial and sent shock waves
throughout the district. Mr. Marino had
been recommended for re-hire by Su-
perintendent of Schools Margaret

Dolan and Athletic Director Sandy
Mamary.

More than 200 people attended the
board’s October 21 meeting, which
had to be moved from the board meet-
ing room at the Administration Build-
ing to the auditorium at Roosevelt In-
termediate School to accommodate the
crowd. Students, administrators and
other teachers asked the board to re-
instate Mr. Marino. They demanded to
know the reason Mr. Marino’s contract
was not renewed. Mr. Marino, himself,
implored the board to tell him, the team
and the public the reason he was fired.
The board would not discuss its reason.

At that meeting, Board President
Richard Mattessich said, “The coach
has to coach all of the members of the
team.” Board Vice-President Rosanne
Kurstedt defended the action by say-
ing, “Each member of the board had
cast their vote.” Board member Mark
Friedman said, “For those who don’t
know, all board decisions are based on
evaluations. Our main objective is to
protect the students and to provide the
best possible coaching staff.”

In other business, Derek Lewis was
appointed to the technology depart-
ment as a non-aligned computer tech-
nician, at the annual rate of $45,000.
He is replacing Vin Manalo, who re-
signed.

The board, then, moved to the con-
ference room where Lorre Korecky,
the district community relations of-
ficer, gave a presentation and update on
community relations.

Following the presentation the
meeting was adjourned to go into pri-
vate session.


