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CRANFORD — Amateur As-
tronomers, Inc. (AAI), with its
home on the Cranford campus of
Union County College (UCC) since
1967, is one of the largest as-
tronomy clubs in the United
States. The William Miller Sperry
Observatory, located on the cam-
pus, holds two of the largest
telescopes available to the pub-
lic in the northeast. The East
Dome of the observatory holds a
10-inch f/15 refractor built by
AAI members and donated to the
college in 1972. The West Dome
holds a 24-inch f/11 Cassegrain
reflector purchased and owned
by AAI and installed in 1974.

AAI hosts a Qualified Observ-
ers course for members only
where they learn to operate the
24-inch and 10-inch telescopes.
Members also can learn astro-
photography and telescope mak-
ing. For information, contact
membership@asterism.org.

The observatory is open free to
the public every Friday evening
from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. in all
weather, although the domes are
closed on cloudy nights. AAI hosts
a public astronomy talk at 8:30
p.m. Earlier programs for younger
audiences, such as Scout groups
and school children, must be
scheduled in advance by e-mail-
ing info@asterism.org. These
programs are tailored to the par-
ticular group and consist of such
topics as the Constellations, the
Solar System, and how to use
binoculars and star wheels.

The public is invited to look
through the 10-inch and 24-inch
dome telescopes and AAI mem-
bers’ telescopes set up outside
the observatory. Admission is
always free and ample free park-
ing is available. In addition, AAI
holds Star Parties at the Trailside
Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside and at Sandy Hook

State Park.
From September through May,

on the third Friday of the month,
AAI holds its monthly member-
ship meeting at 9 p.m. in The Roy
Smith Theatre in the Nomahegan
Building on the UCC campus.
Each month a professional guest
speaker from prominent univer-
sities such as Columbia, Rutgers
and Princeton, as well as NASA,
gives a presentation relating to
astronomy. These meetings also
are free and open to the public.
Paige Gioria, a third-year gradu-
ate student with CUNY’s Physics
Ph.D. Program, will be the
speaker for November. Her topic
will be “Brown Dwarfs, the Coolest
Objects.”

Area residents are advised that
the Sperry is an observatory and
not a planetarium. The tempera-
ture inside the domes is the same
as outside, and viewing of the
night sky is done in cramped
quarters in almost total dark-
ness. Such conditions may not
be suitable for very young chil-
dren.

For more information, visit
asterism.org or contact AAI at
the following address: Amateur
Astronomers, Inc., P.O. Box 111,
Garwood, N.J. 07027-0111.

Amateur Astronomers, Inc.
Has Offerings For All Ages

Presbyterian Church to Host
‘Joining Hands’ Missionary

CRANFORD — The First Pres-
byterian Church of Cranford will
host Presbyterian missionary
and Joining Hands for Life Bo-
livia representative Chenoa
Stock at its Presbytery-wide
event on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 12, at 7:30 p.m.

Ms. Stock will share her expe-
riences helping the poor of Bo-
livia, with a focus on water is-
sues and water contamination
due to mining activities. Light
refreshments will be served. The
church is located at 11 Spring-
field Avenue.

Ms. Stock currently serves as
a missionary in Bolivia in con-
junction with the Uniendo Manos
por la Vida (UMAVIDA) network,
where she works with the poor
to help them improve their own
lives. The network is the Boliv-
ian network for the Presbyte-
rian Church U.S.A. Joining
Hands for Life Program, an ini-
tiative of the Presbyterian Hun-
ger Program.

The Joining Hands for Life pro-
gram creates country networks
that are called to address root
causes of hunger, poverty and
injustice through various cam-
paigns that are based on every-
thing from education and aware-
ness building to political or leg-
islative change, with an overall
goal for long-term sustainable
change.

Ms. Stock’s UMAVIDA Network
focuses specifically around wa-
ter issues and water contami-
nation due to mining activities
in the area.

She originally came from Pitts-
burgh, Pa., where her parents
are both retired PC(USA) pas-
tors. Being raised in the church,
she has had a “mission” pres-

ence throughout her life. Ms.
Stock graduated with a degree
in early childhood education
from Wittenberg University and
previously did volunteer work
in India.

To respond to this event, or to
learn more about the First Pres-
byterian Church of Cranford, call
church administrator Carol Thee
at the church office at (908)
276-8440 or visit
firstprescranford.org. Any ques-
tions may be directed to Skip
Winter at (908) 625-9676 or
individuals may e-mail him at
ahwinterjr@aol.com.

CRANFORD
Tuesday, October 21, Richard

O’Connell, 47, of Keansburg was
arrested and charged with pos-
session of prescription medica-
tion and possession of parapher-
nalia following a motor vehicle
stop.

Friday, October 24, Dante
Allen, 20, Justice Dowdell, 20,
Jaha Howard, 18, and Sharif
Warden, 20, all residents of
Union, were arrested and
charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of para-
phernalia following a motor ve-
hicle stop.

Saturday, October 25, Victoria
Eze, 27, of Newark was charged
with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) and careless driving fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop.

Probitas Verus Honos

Bumble Bee Bazaar
On Tap Nov. 22

AREA — The Bumble Bee
Bazaar will be held on Satur-
day, November 22, from 8
a.m. to 3 p.m., at the Church
of the Assumption, Lower
Chiego Hall, 113 Chiego Place,
Roselle Park. Vendor tables
are $20. Interested persons
may call Diane Burgos at
(201) 522-8022 or e-mail
nany122@msn.com.

Cranford Hist. Soc.
To Salute Veterans

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Historical Society will have a
Veterans Day display at the
Hanson House, located at 38
Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
this Sunday, November 9, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Visitors are invited to view
military vehicles on the lawn
and then to step inside to enjoy
displays from local historians
honoring the township’s citizens
who served during World War I,
World War II, Korea and Viet-
nam. Additionally, visitors will
have an opportunity to speak
with Cranford veterans who
served in Korea and Vietnam.

For more information, call the
Cranford Historical Society’s of-
fice at (908) 276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Admission will be free but dona-
tions are always welcome. The
Historical Society is dedicated
to the perpetuation of Cranford’s
history by continuing to collect
and document the township’s
past. Interested persons also
are invited to visit
cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.

Rosary Altar Society
To Meet Next Week

GARWOOD — St. Anne’s Ro-
sary Altar Society of Garwood
will hold its next regular monthly
meeting on Thursday, Novem-
ber 13, at 7 p.m. It will take place
in the Knights of Columbus Hall,
located at 37 South Avenue,
Garwood. Parking is available
behind the hall on Willow Av-
enue.

President Christine Guerriero
will welcome all members and
call for committee reports. Jennie
Browne will give a report on the
recent bus trip to Atlantic City.
Guest speaker Angela Adams
from Overlook Medical Center
will discuss the topic of “Memory.”
All the women of the parish are
welcome to attend. Refreshments
will be served.

The next Rosary Sunday will be
December 7 and will be observed
with recitation of the rosary at
7:40 a.m., followed by Mass at 8
a.m., at St. Anne’s Roman Catho-
lic Church, located at 325 Sec-
ond Avenue, Garwood.


