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CRANFORD – The Raritan Valley
Rail Coalition (RVRC) held an open
house meeting in Cranford on
October 27th to inform commut-
ers and residents about the cam-
paign for an equitable number of
‘one seat’ trains direct into New
York City. During the session at
Cranford Community Center NJ
Transit announced that off-peak
service would begin after in Janu-
ary 2015 after 8 p.m. It was to
have begun this month, but was
postponed due to budget cuts.

“We were very pleased with the
turnout,” RVRC Chairman and
Somerset Country Freeholder
Peter Palmer said. “We were even
more pleased with NJ Transit’s
announcement that they will find
the money somehow to institute
after 8 p.m. ‘one seat’ service as
of January 2015. This brings us
one step closer to the ultimate
goal of ‘one seat’ service during
peak hours.”

In an interview with Transpor-
tation Radio, RVRC Vice-Chair-
man Tom Jardim said, “We need
to motivate and rally every single
rider along the Raritan Valley
Line and beyond..  .because it
affects all of us in every commu-
nity. They need to start pushing
legislators and NJ Transit to give
us a complete ‘one seat’ ride…it’s
a matter of fairness and equity.”

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
attended as the head of RVRC’s
coalition of mayors. “It was won-
derful to see so many people
come out, even all the way from
Hunterdon County. There were
many excellent questions and
comments, all with one common
theme – that Raritan Valley rid-
ers want equity when it comes to
service from NJT and that means
scheduling ‘one seat’ ride trains
during peak commuting hours.”

Many public officials attended
the meeting to show support for
‘one seat’ service, including As-

semblywoman Linda Stender (D-
22nd, Scotch Plains); State Sena-
tor Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield); Union County Free-
holders Bette Jane Kowalski,
Alexander Mirabella, Bruce Bergen
and Linda Carter; Westfield Mayor
Andy Skibitsky; Roselle Park
Mayor Joseph Accardi; Cranford
Mayor Andis Kalnins; Cranford

OPEN HOUSE... Raritan  Valley Rail Coalition (RVRC) held an  open house
October 27th at the Cranford Commuity Center. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Ken Wedeen, Somerset planner and RVRC secretary; Cameron Black, Union
County transportation intern; Peter Palmer, RVRC chairman; Kathleen Miller
Prunty, director of business development for Cranford; Liza Betz, Union County
transportation planning manager; Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, and Tom
Drabic, Sussex County transportation planner.
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REGION – Voters on Tuesday
decided competitive school board
races in Westfield, Cranford and
Scotch Plains.

In a five-candidate race in
Westfield, incumbent Mark Fried-
man, 2,322, won a bid for a
second term. The other winners
were Margaret Oster, 2,902, and
Chris Langhart, 2,293. David
Sexton garnered 1,322 votes,
while Michael Bielen received
2,004 tallies. Anastasia Harrison
and Noreen Coleman, who
dropped out of the race after the
ballots were printed, received
1,257 and 1,024 votes, respec-
tively.

In Cranford, Lisa Carbone,
2,509; Daniel DeMarco, 1,868,
and incumbent Jo Ann Boyle,
1,822, won board seats. They

defeated Michael Caulfield, 1,770,
and Trevor Shaw, 1,067, both
incumbents, and Jacqueline Carr,
1,516. The Cranford numbers do
not include mail-in ballots.

Garwood incumbents Christine
Guerriero, Aaron Watkins and
Linda Koenig were unopposed in
their quest for reelection to full
three-year terms, as was Kim-
berly Ficarra to a two-year unex-
pired board seat.

Mountainside incumbent Dante
Gioia also was unopposed.

Evan Murray, with 2,689 votes,
was the top vote getter for two
seats representing Scotch Plains
on the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education, followed by
incumbent Warren McFall, 2,015.
Michele Polhamus, 1,674, fin-
ished third. Jeanne Cleary was
unopposed in her reelection bid
to a seat representing Fanwood.

Sad That Folks Are Looked Down On
When Politics Come Into Play

This letter to the editor is re-
garding an article written in the
October 30, 2014 paper regard-
ing Garwood and the new com-
plex.

Sadly enough, my comments
were neither about the timing of
the complex nor politics, which
once again this writer likes to
make everything about.

My name is Scott Kessler, and
I went to the council meeting to
discuss volunteering, as a week
or so before the meeting it was
made known how some in town
wonder how projects and events
can be left up to volunteers.

After my prepared statement
which did not mention any names
or political views, a woman de-
cided to take the microphone
and, while on video tape, looked
at the 4 or 5 volunteers in the
public seating insinuating we
were there for timing of political
reasons, which 100 percent was
not the case.

I decided to rebut her state-
ment, and while walking away
stated “This is stupid”, which once
again you can hear on the audio
and the writer forgot to mention
was not on video.

If the woman has the percep-

tion of me calling her any names,
I do apologize, but that certainly
did not occur nor was implied.

This writer then prints I can be
seen looking at her saying stupid.
I asked about 6 or 7 folks who
attended this meeting (Bi-parti-
san if that even matters) as well
the individual filming the meeting
— and they all concur I did not do
such a thing — just made the
statement out of frustration, as
all good deeds seems to be over-
looked and are made political for
absolutely no reason at all.

I called as well as emailed the
writer to have a discussion about
the incident, and I was told I
would not be contacted — al-
though the writer seemed to be
interested in me as I was looked
into by asking others about me
as well, as checking my profile
via a media source.

Again, for those who know me
know that everything I do is for
other people, thus volunteering
is a big part of my life. It’s just
sad that folks like myself are
looked down upon when politics
are brought into the equation.

Scott Kessler
Garwood

New Jersey Transit  to Offer ‘One-Seat’
Ride After 8 p.m. In January ‘15

Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato;
Roselle Park Councilman Carl
Hokanson; Scotch Plains Council-
man Llewellyn Jones; Fanwood
Councilman Jack Molenaar;
Westfield Councilmen Keith
Loughlin and Mark LoGrippo;
Somerville Councilwoman
Amanda O’Neill and Somerville
Councilman Thompson Mitchell.
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