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CF PD Uses Nasal Naloxone
To Revive Overdose Victims
CRANFORD — Twice in a span

of 24 hours last week Cranford
police officers needed to deploy
nasal naloxone to revive victims
of suspected narcotics overdose.
Naloxone, or Narcan, is a syn-
thetic opioid antagonist used to
reverse the effects of opiate drugs
such as heroin or codeine.

At 4:56 p.m. on October 30,
police officers were called to Park-
way Sunoco, 401 North Avenue
East, on a reported overdose.
Patrolman Dan Donnerstag and
Sergeant Frank Williams found a
24-year-old Monmouth County
man unconscious in a vehicle
with narcotics paraphernalia and
several folds of suspected heroin.
The male was not breathing. Ptl.
Donnserstag administered the
nasal naloxone and provided
medical assistance until the ar-
rival of emergency medical per-
sonnel. The victim became awake
and alert shortly before the ar-
rival of an advanced life support
ambulance. He was transported
to Overlook Medical Center for
further treatment and evalua-
tion.

At 12:24 a.m. on October 31,
police were called to a local resi-
dence on a report of an uncon-
scious person. Ptl. Thomas
Stiansen found a 23-year-old
male unresponsive in the house.
The male had shallow gasping
respirations. Based on his obser-
vations at the scene and infor-
mation provided by bystanders,
Ptl. Stiansen administered nasal
naloxone. Emergency medical
personnel arrived on the scene,
and the victim became awake
and alert during treatment and
transport to Robert Wood
Johnson University Hospital at
Rahway.

Cranford Police Chief James
Wozniak stated that this was the
department’s first use of nalox-
one since officers began carrying
the nasal administration kits in
June of this year.

“Heroin and narcotic overdoses
have the potential to devastate
the lives of victims and their fami-
lies in our community,” he stated.
“Having Narcan in our toolbox
gives us an opportunity to avert a
tragedy every time we use it.”

ing to stay vocal and stay in-
volved in the town. Congratula-
tions to Charles Lombardo, and
now that they know that people
are paying attention.”

Mr. Piarulli, running under the
Conservative Republican banner
of Councilman Jim Mathieu, de-
feated incumbent Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi in June’s Primary.
Ms. Kearney ran unopposed along
with Richard Dolan as Regular
Republicans with Mrs.
Quattrocchi.

Besides Mr. Piarulli’s victory,
Mr. Mathieu won control of the
Garwood Republican Party in the
Primary. But Mr. Dolan withdrew
shortly after winning the Primary,
enabling Mr. Mathieu to appoint
Mrs. Simitz in September to Mr.
Dolan’s place on the ballot.

“We really feel that this was a
win for Garwood, to keep it a
strong independent borough, and
help it move forward in the right
direction,” Ms. Todisco said.

Regarding the board of educa-
tion, Aaron Watkins, 465 votes;

Ms. Carrick told The Leader and
The Times she is in favor of offer-
ing a full-day kindergarten to
Cranford students. It is possible
a full-day option could start in
the 2015-2016 school year, she
said, but when and if the pro-
gram begins remain in the pre-
liminary stages.

The form of students’ report
cards that are given to parents
will be changing to conform to
standards by as early as the sec-
ond marking period or at the
latest by the third marking pe-
riod, Board Vice-President
Michael Caulfield said.

The way in which grant monies
are sought is being revamped to
garner more grant funding, Board
President Mary Venditti said. A
liaison will work closely with
teachers to brainstorm ideas and
gain an understanding of areas
that could potentially be funded
through grants, she said.

The superintendent’s report fo-
cused on the district’s Global Ini-
tiatives. Cranford is the lead
school district for the League of
Global Scholars.

Livingston Avenue School fifth-
grade social studies teacher Gre-
gory D’Amato and two of his
students spoke to the BOE about
their experience recently when
their class was engaged in an
hour-long Skype call with school
children from the northern re-
gion of Ghana.

“What I found most interesting
in this Skype to Ghana was how
they learn three different lan-
guages and it is hard for me to
just learn one language in
school,” said one fifth grader.

The district had sent the Ghana
students 99 boxes of books two
years ago, and has forged a re-
lationship with Yakubu Fuseini,
director of the Paabinaa Meriga
Peace Initiative, who is planning
a Cranford Day in Ghana. Stu-
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ONE-SEAT RIDE... Cranford Mayor Andis Kalnins and Westfield Mayor
Andy Skibitsky attended the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition (RVRC) Open House
meeting in Cranford on October 27 where it was announced that after 8 p.m.
weekday ‘one seat’ service is scheduled to begin in January 2015.

Dems Seize Control of Garwood
Linda Koenig, 453, and President
Christine Guerriero, 520, ran
unopposed and were re-elected
to three-year terms, while Kim-
berly Ficarra, 470, also ran un-
opposed and won an unexpired
two-year term.

dents from Brookside and
Livingston schools have begun
an exchange with students in
Ghana to learn about each other’s
habitats, schooling and cultures
as part of the Ghana Initiative.

Ms. Carrick also discussed glo-
bal initiatives in Brazil, Turkey,
China and the Republic of
Cameroon.

Lexi Santoro, Madeline Garcia,
Ali Valdes and Anna Horne, Or-
ange Avenue School Peer Lead-
ers of the Peer Leadership Pro-
gram, spoke about Red Ribbon
Week, which educates children
on the dangers of drug abuse.

Election Day Facts
Union County, NJ

Registered Union County Vot-
ers:
Unaffiliated 134,341
Democrat 126,775
Republican 43,269
Libertarian 105
Green Party 40
Conservative Party 28
Reform Party 1
U.S. Constitution Party 7
Total 304,566
Source: Union County Board of
Elections 2014
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Cranford BOE to Include All-Day Kindergarten
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