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Kalnins, Adubato Prevail in CF
Election; BOE to See New Faces

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Republican in-
cumbents Andis Kalnins, 3,414,
and Lisa Adubato, 3,451, won
the election Tuesday for a sec-
ond, three-year term on the
township committee over
Democrats Robert Salvatore,
2,734, and Brian McCarthy,
2,947. This win maintains the
4-1 Republican majority on the
township committee. It was a
big margin for the Republican
Party, which saw wins in dis-
tricts that typically swing Demo-
cratic.

“We are very excited. We
worked hard this year and I think

the voters recognized that,”
Mayor Kalnins told The Westfield
Leader.

“I’m feeling good that people
accepted our message of consis-
tency,” Ms. Adubato told The
Leader.

“We worked well together and
we have done great things, and it
shows,” Mayor Kalnins told the
crowd at the Garlic Rose, where
the Republicans’ election night
party was held.

Mr. Kalnins will hold the may-
oral seat for a second consecu-
tive year. The mayoral seat is
chosen each year by majority
vote of the township committee,
and the Republicans said they

would appoint Mr. Kalnins to the
seat for a consecutive term.

“We feel it is important to have
that continuity,” Mayor Kalnins
said of the decision to reappoint
him as mayor.

Two of the Cranford Board of
Education’s three incumbents
were unseated Tuesday. Twelve-
year member of the board and
Board Vice-President Michael
Caulfield, 1,770, and Trevor
Shaw, 1,057, were unseated by
newcomers Lisa Carbone, 2,509,
and Daniel DeMarco, 1,868.
JoAnne Boyle, 1,822, will retain
her seat on the board.

Vote counts are unofficial re-
sults posted November 4.

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Charles Lombardo
defeated Republican Sal Piarulli
by 26 votes out of more than
1,200 cast Tuesday, becoming
Garwood’s next mayor and lead-
ing a Democratic sweep on the
borough council.

Democratic incumbents Sara
Todisco and Lou Petruzzelli re-
tained their seats, beating back
Republican challengers Carol
Kearney, who lost in 2011, and
Tina Simitz.

Mr. Lombardo, who served 21
years as a councilman, garnered
631 votes, or 51 percent, while
Ms. Todisco, who was appointed
to fill the unexpired term of
Jonathan Linken in 2010 and then
defended her seat the following
year, led all council candidates
with 689 votes.

Mr. Petruzzelli, who won a third

term on council, received 594
votes, 11 more than Ms. Kearney.
Mrs. Simitz received 563 votes.

“It was a close race. I think
everyone came out because there
were issues brought out by both
sides,” said Mr. Petruzzelli, who

said the thing
he enjoyed
most about
the election
was that his
18-year-old
daughter was
able to vote
for him. “By
everyone vot-
ing and every-
one coming
out really
showed that

we still have a
lot of work to
do as council
people and
just see what
the other is-
sues are in
town.”

While the
Democ ra t s
campaigned
together, the
Republicans
ran as two
separate camps: Mr. Piarulli and
Mrs. Simitz in one and Ms.
Kearney by herself.

“The bottom line, it was four
Democrats against two Republi-
cans, and we came up just a
handful of votes short,” Mr.
Piarulli said. “We’ll be back, stron-
ger, better than ever. We’re go-

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
GOOD WISHES...Newly elected Garwood Mayor Charles Lombardo, right, is
congratulated by Union County Freeholder Angel Estrada, left, and Union
County Surrogate James LaCorte after his win on Tuesday night.

CF BOE Decides to Include
All Day Kinder. as Goal
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation (BOE) decided at its meet-
ing on October 27 to make full-
day kindergarten a goal of the
board to present to the New Jer-
sey Quality Single Accountability
Continuum (QSAC).

According to the New Jersey
Department of Education, ap-
proximately 21 percent of school
districts in New Jersey do not
provide full-day kindergarten.

The two roadblocks to provid-
ing full-day kindergarten
throughout the district are space
and cost.

“The budget cap presents a big
challenge,” Superintendent Gayle
Carrick told The Westfield Leader
and The Times.

Two of Cranford’s four elemen-
tary schools may already have
the space to house a full-day

kindergarten classroom, but all
four schools would need to be
able to provide the full-day op-
tion, she told The Leader and The
Times.

The district had begun discuss-
ing a full-day kindergarten two
years ago and started a task
force, Ms. Carrick said. The dis-
trict has researched other dis-
tricts that do provide full-day
kindergarten, and found some of
those districts receive more state
aid than Cranford or offer a tu-
ition option for full-day kinder-
garten, while one school merged
a library room with a computer
room to make way for a class-
room.

The BOE would need to fully
support establishing a full-day
kindergarten before Superinten-
dent Carrick could move forward
with implementing the program.
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