
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, November 6, 2014 Page 13

Lady Raiders Chill Farmers for UCT Soccer Title
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood foot-
ball team finally got all its parts func-
tioning at the same time with a 35-20
trampling of Warren Hill on November
1 in Scotch Plains. Kobe White rumbled
261 yards on 20 carries, including three
long touchdown (TD) runs.

The Raider ground game led by
White, quarterback Marquel Taylor
and when healthy, Emendo Thomas
has been formidable all year. For a
change, the Raider offense did not
have to outscore the opposition in a
shootout as the Scotch Plains defense
played a major role in securing the
victory.

“Our defense played a great game
today,” said Raider Head Coach Jon
Stack. “We got a great team effort
from everyone. Our front really got

after their quarterback. They put a lot
of pressure on him all game and forced
him into some bad throws. Joseph
Annicchiarico came off the bench
and had a couple of really big plays at
linebacker. Yusef Wheeler was a big
factor. He was draped all over the QB
on the Jordan Jones interception.
Andrew Ciccarino was fantastic the
entire day. He was all over the place,
making plays in run support and pass
defense.”

Warren Hills did get on the board
first when quarterback Evan Murray
hooked up with receiver Carsen
Johnson behind Ciccarino for a 35-
yard TD just three minutes into the
game. It would be the only blemish
on Ciccarino’s ledger this day.

Jordan Jones returned the ensuing
kickoff to the Warren Hills 45 yard
line. On the Raiders’ first play, White

dashed around left end and into the
end zone to tie the game at 7-7.

“The play was an 8 stretch toss,”
said White. “The blocking was great
and I had a nice clean run around the
edge. I just didn’t stop running until I
crossed the goal line.”

White’s second TD run would come
on the Raiders’ next offensive series.
Backed up at their own 15, he darted
around the right, broke a pair of tack-
les and dusted the Blue Streaks for
the TD with 4:24 remaining in the
first quarter. Warren Hills answered
just before the half on a 3-yard TD
run by Shane Deemer. The extra point
attempt failed.

In the third quarter, Taylor hit Jones
on a bubble screen pass. Jones side-
stepped one defender then sprinted
59 yards for a TD, making the score
21-13 with 7:51 on the clock.
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Charm abounds in this classic side-hall colonial situated on a sought-after Washington Elementary School street. The sunny first
floor boasts a foyer, large living room with fireplace, formal dining room, family room accessed by double French doors and
kitchen with granite countertops and stainless steel refrigerator. The second level features three bedrooms (including master with
two closets), a fourth office/den and a main bath. The large third floor bedroom offers built-in drawers, ample closets and under-
eave storage areas. This sun-filled home has many period features from yesteryear including gorgeous hardwood floors on the
first floor and pine on the second, high ceilings, thick moldings, glass doorknobs, dual access to the upstairs from both the foyer
and the kitchen and a Dutch door from the kitchen to the backyard. The basement features a large partially finished recreation
room, laundry facilities, a half bath and abundant storage. Exterior living space flows on the backyard patio.  This lovely home
boasting pride of ownership is located within close proximity to the park, library, Westfield’s award-winning downtown and New
York City transportation. Offered at $699,000
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722 Saunders Avenue, Westfield

84 Fairhill Drive, Westfield
Customize this Center Hall Colonial to your personal taste! Front porch with gazebo, 5 BR/5.1
BA. Ready for occupancy February 2015. Franklin School District.    $1,675,000.

12 Mountainview Drive, Mountainside
Quality abounds throughout this 5 BR/3.2 BA Stucco & Brick home. Minutes to NYC  transportation
and downtown Westfield. Highly rated Governor Livingston High School.    $1,195,000

Next, Kyle Coupe chipped the kick-
off high and short and Ciccarino
leaped up and grabbed it at the War-
ren Hills 41. The officials, however,
decided that the play was illegal and
the Blue Streaks took over.

“The way it was explained to me,”
said Ciccarino. “The ball did not hit
the ground and so the receiving team’s
player had to be given a chance to
field it first.”

Warren Hills promptly marched
inside the Raider 20 yard line, but
back-to-back sacks by Annicchiarico,
a bone crunching hit, and George
Ramos gave the ball back to the Raid-
ers at the 35.

“Joseph is a junior who really has
been a backup player,” said Stack.
“He got a chance to show what he
could do today and he really played
well. He read the play on that sack
and did exactly what the situation
called for.”

Two plays later, from the Raider
40, White plowed up the middle and
kept his legs churning over and
through Warren Hills defenders on
his way to a 60-yard TD, to give the

Raiders a 28-13 lead with 4:14 left in
the third quarter.

Warren Hills answered when
Murray hooked up with Johnson on a
nine-yard fade route for a TD mid-
way through the fourth quarter.

The Raider defense then took con-
trol of the line of scrimmage, shutting
down the running game and punish-
ing Murray with sacks and hard hits
in the pocket. Warren Hills had one
last opportunity from their own three-
yard line with under two minutes left.
The Raiders’ pass rush was relentless
and Murray was forced to pass from
his own end zone with Wheeler pull-
ing him towards the turf. Jones picked
off his pass and returned it 20 yards
for a TD, securing the victory.

“I was playing off the receiver with
my eyes on the QB,” said Jones. “I
read his eyes, made a break on the
ball and there was nobody between
me and the end zone.”

Fittingly, the Raider defense fin-
ished the game with back-to-back
sacks by Edward DiPaolo and Ramos.

“It definitely meant a lot for us to
play well defensively,” said Ciccarino.

“We’ve had our share of bad games
this year and we really came together
today and got it done.”

Ciccarino was a one man wrecking
crew. He made several impressive
tackles on Warren Hills giant running
back Justin Iaione rendering him a
non-factor. He also had an acrobatic
interception, and downed a punt in-
side the five-yard line prior to the
Jones’ interception.

Jones also had several solid returns
on kicks to set up the Raider offense,
punted the ball consistently well and
scored a pair of TDs. Then of course,
there was White who had his best
game of the season. His 261 yard
effort put him over 1,000 yards for
the season (1,142). His three touch-
downs gave him 12 for the year. He is
averaging 142 yards rushing per
game.

“We really wanted this game against
Warren Hills,” said White. “We felt
like we were a better team than they
were even though they had the better
record.”
Warren Hills   7   6   0   7 20
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 14   0 14   7 35

White, Defense Lead Raiders Past W.H. Blue Streaks, 35-20

limited, because they played such
good defense. Those two sisters are
really tough. The goalie played good,”
Raider Head Coach Kevin Ewing said.

Senior Corina Checchio got a few
opportunities to get off a shot and her
first came eight minutes into the game
on a pass from senior Paige Heiden.
Next, Balitico had a shot deflected
then midway through the first half,
Heiden slid a right-to-left cross into
Baliatico, but once again, Rivero
battled it away, setting up the first of
two straight corner kicks.

Just after the corner kicks, Raider
Christina Rodgers was awarded a free
kick and her rocket shot from 25
yards out soared right of the goal.
Nneka Moneme put a scare into the
hearts of the Raiders when she drilled
a shot just over the crossbar with 3:20
left in the half. Just before the half,
Baliatico had what appeared to be an
open shot, but Adora Moneme got to
it just in time to knock it away.

“I think we came out really strong.
Union came out exceptionally strong.

We didn’t expect them to come out as
strong, but thank God we got this
turnout,” said Checchio, who also
earned her fourth UCT title. “Union
has, obviously, two main players, so
we had to keep it away from them as
much as possible.”

Eight minutes into the second half,
Farmer Alyssa Caggiano took a shot
that a defender knocked out of bounds
setting up Union’s only corner kick.
Baliatico got two more chances, the
first on a right-to-left cross from se-
nior Jodi Cornwell and the second on
a left-to-right cross also from
Cornwell. Checchio got another
chance at the goal and Sophie Brause
launched a shot over the crossbar.

Regulation time was running down
and the Farmers took a long shot that
Leithner stopped. Baliatico answered
with a right-to-left shot that Rivero
managed to tip away and Rodgers
added another free kick from 29 yards
out that sailed right.

The most dangerous shot prior to
DiFrancesco’s winning shot came

from Baliatico within the first minute
of the first overtime when she slipped
past the defenders and took a shot
that Rivero managed to smother.

“Christina Rodgers passed me the
ball and I took it up. I could have
taken it up more, but I kicked it to the
goalie, which I should have brought it
up more and put it in the corner,”
Baliatico explained.

Four minutes into the second over-
time, Cornwell crossed into Baliatico
again, but Moneme poked her shot
away. Next, Checchio lifted a shot
over the crossbar from close range.
Then the magic moment arrived and
DiFrancesco did what she had to do.

“Annie [Pierce] passed it to Tori.
Tori split it across and I just hit it. It was
great,” said DiFrancesco, who has five
goals on the season and is looking
forward to getting more UCT titles
before she graduates. “I can’t wait for
next year. We are going to win. That’s
all I can say. We are going to win!”
Union 0 0 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 0 0 1 1

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COOLING DOWN AFTER A TD RUN...Raider running back Kobe White struts the sideline after scoring on a 45-yard
touchdown sprint against Warren Hills. White racked up 261 yards and three touchdowns on 20 carries as the Raiders
defeated the Blue Streaks, 35-20, in Scotch Plains on November 1.


