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SPF’s GUEVARA, LONGO SCORE; WFs PROSUK SCORES

Soccer Raiders Threepeat, Nip
Blue Devil Boys for UCT Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Threepeat was the outcome when
it came to showdowns this season
with rival Westfield, and it happened
in the championship game of the
Union County Tournament when the
top-seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys soccer team de-
feated the second-seeded Blue Dev-
ils, 2-1, at Kean University in Union
on November 1.

Fourpeat, however, also had a sig-
nificance, because the 18-3 Raiders
also won the UCT title in 2011, 2012
and 2013 and lifted Head Coach Tom
Breznitsky’s UCT championship to-
tal to 16 and 18th overall for the
program. The victory also elevated
Breznitsky career win total to 671.

The first half was basically a battle
between the Raiders’ offensive on-
slaught and the Blue Devils’ stubborn

defense. The Blue Devils did, how-
ever, make three ventures into Raider
territory and did cause keeper Tyler
O’Brien some concern when co-cap-
tain Matt Williams broke free down
the right center, but his kick veered to
the right of the goal post.

Blue Devil goalkeeper Koryn
Kreamer made one save in the first
half but also received some welcome
relief from one of his defenders, who
knocked a clear shot away. O’Brien
also enjoyed the same situation.

Junior Alex Guevara finally put the
Raiders on the scoreboard when he
lifted a looping shot from 25 yards
out just over the reach of the leaping
Kraemer and into the upper center of
the net with 11:42 on the clock.

“Someone shot it. The ball just
came to my feet. I just hit it. It went
in,” Guevara said.

Before halftime, Raider co-captain

Justin Rodriques launched a hard free
kick from 35 yards out on the right
side that was so close that it provoked
Kraemer to dive to his left.

Less than eight minutes into the
second half, Raider Jassiem Watuse
charged down the left side and ripped
a shot that Kraemer deflected. Co-
captain Jake Longo came to the ball
and tapped it in for the score.

“Jassiem Watuse basically did it
all. He dribbled through two guys, hit
a shot over, he [Kraemer] made a
save, but it was still going toward the
goal. I basically rolled on it and it
went in,” Longo explained.

Throughout the game, there were
incidents of physical contact, but it
accelerated as the game progressed,
prompting a few yellow card presen-
tations.

“It was really physical. They made

CURRY 4 TD RUNS, SIMCOX TD RUN, SHIRK TD CATCH

Blue Devils’ Running, Passing
Halts Warrior Gridders, 42-20

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three strong running backs and a
game-opening shifty play failed to
thwart the Westfield High School foot-
ball team from rumbling to a 42-20
victory over Watchung Hills in War-
ren on October 31.

The 5-2 Blue Devils more than
matched the 2-6 Warriors’ running
back trio of Ryan Cunningham (16

rushes, 76 yards, 6-yard touchdown
[TD]), Joe Giacomo (11 rushes, 70
yards) and Ben Gomes (5 carries, 70
yards, 2 TDs) with Jack Curry, who
carried 27 times for 205 yards, in-
cluding respective TDs of 21 yards,
25 yards, 4 yards and 18 yards. Jack-
son Simcox added six carries for 26
yards, including a five-yard TD.

“The offensive line opened up a
bunch of holes and there was great

downfield blocking from the wide
receivers. Nick Buontempo, they all
did a great job. It made my job a lot
easier,” Curry said. “Tight end [Chris]
Boutsikaris threw some great blocks.
Wide receiver Sean Elliott, JD Marner
and Jack Shirk all had key blocks.”

Curry did help his own cause by
shedding some would be tackles.

“We came back the past couple of

DiFRANCESCO SCORES WINNER IN SECOND OVERTIME

Lady Raiders Chill Farmers
For UCT Soccer Crown, 1-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore Alyssa DiFrancesco
received a cross from senior Tori
Baliatico and punched the ball past
goalkeeper Stephanie Rivero with 2:53
remaining in the second overtime to
give the top-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood girls soccer team a 1-0 vic-
tory over the third-seeded Union Farm-
ers for the Union County Tournament
(UCT) championship at Kean Univer-
sity in Union on November 2.

The victory was the Raiders’ ninth
UCT title in 10 years, only Cranford
tapped their streak with the title in

2009. The Raiders also shared the
title with Westfield in 2006 and 2012.

The Lady Raiders had the edge in
possession in both halves of regula-
tion and took four shots on goal in
each, while the Farmers took two in
each. The Raiders added three more
legitimate shots in the overtime peri-
ods, while the Farmers took one. Raider
goalkeeper Andrea Leitner made four
saves, while Rivero made eight.

The Lady Farmers definitely came
to play, especially sisters Adora
Moneme, a senior, and Nneka
Moneme, a sophomore, who effec-
tively protected the center and made

it extremely difficult for the Raiders
to set up their attacks.

“They are very good. They are strong
and they are big, so one of the hardest
things to do is get past them in the
back. Fortunately, we did today,” said
Baliatico, who won her fourth UCT
title. “They are a great team. They are
one of our biggest competitions in the
regular season. Usually we would
never go into overtime with them.”

“Union gave a great effort. Their
kids kept fighting all game. I thought
we controlled the game for the most
part, but the chances that we had were
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Courtesy of Charlie Mulrooney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHEWING UP BIG YARDAGE...Blue Devil Jack Curry, No. 27, chewed up 205 yards on 27 carries and had four
touchdowns in a 42-20 win over Watchung Hills. See more Charlie Mulrooney photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IT WAS A DARK AND STORMY NIGHT...And cold too, especially after the Raiders dumped a bucket of Gatorade over
Head Coach Tom Breznitsky’s head after his team edged Westfield, 2-1, for their fourth straight UCT title.

See photos by Joe Rinaldi at
goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

See photos by Charlie Mulrooney
at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MANEUVERING FOR THE BALL...Raider Christina Rodgers, No. 22, and a Union Farmer battle for possession in the
Union County Tournament title game at Kean University on November 2. The Raiders won in double overtime, 1-0.

See photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports


