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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Chris Hudak, chair
chudak@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Letters to
the Editor

Won’t You Consider Making A
Donation to WF Rescue Squad?

Developer Should Be Forced to
Replace Trees on Westfield Street

To See Her Twinkling Eyes
Filled With Such Appreciation

The Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad, that helps the people of
Westfield, now, more than ever, needs
the people of Westfield to help the
squad.

As the end of 2014 approaches, the
all-volunteer squad must ask the
people of Westfield once again for
assistance in meeting our 2014
fundraising goal. At this point in time,
less than 20 percent of Westfield resi-
dents have responded to our previous
requests for donations in order to
continue providing our vital, free-of-
charge emergency medical service.

The Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad is available 24 hours a day,
every day, including holidays, week-
ends and nights, to respond to medi-
cal emergencies in town. We are cur-
rently completing the renovation of
our ambulance bays to accommodate
future ambulances which would not

be able to fit in our existing bays. The
cost of this required work is nearly
$40,000. This unforeseen expendi-
ture is in addition to our other ex-
penses including maintaining our
squad building and ambulances, ob-
taining new medical equipment and
supplies and training and outfitting
our members.

The squad is not a municipal
agency, nor are we funded by our tax
dollars. As an all-volunteer rescue
squad, we are completely dependent
upon the generosity of Westfield resi-
dents. One hundred percent of your
donation is used by the squad for our
operations. All contributions are tax-
deductible, and any amount is appre-
ciated. Donations can be mailed to or
dropped off at the squad building at
335 Watterson Street, Westfield.

Lynn Feldman, Vice-President
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad

We wanted to extend a big thank
you to all of the businesses that par-
ticipated in the [Westfield] Town Trick
or Treat this past Sunday. This was
the first time our family attended.
Both of our children enjoyed them-
selves immensely.

Our daughter, Desra, who has sev-
eral severe food allergies, was par-
ticularly excited because for the first
time in six years, she had a trick or
treat bag that was 100 percent safe for
her. As with most 6-year old girls,
Desra loves dressing up and spend-
ing time with her friends, so naturally
Halloween is one of her favorite holi-
days.

Desra always trick or treats, but
she can never eat anything out of her
bag because of potential cross con-
tamination. That is, until this Sunday,
when so many businesses chose to
offer small toys, trinkets, or allergy-
friendly candy options like DumDum
lollipops, Smarties, Dots, and Skittles.

At one point, Desra graciously de-

clined a piece of chocolate. I turned
to her and said, “You can take it and
we will just donate everything later.”
She turned around with a huge smile
and said, “We don’t have to donate
anything, Mom! My bag is all safe!”

My heart exploded with joy to see
her twinkling eyes filled with such
appreciation.

So, on behalf of the many allergy
families out there, thank you for
choosing to think outside of the box.
I guarantee that all of the tattoos,
stickers, glow-sticks, crayons, book-
marks and modeling clay brought
smiles to all of the children’s’ faces,
allergies or not.

I encourage everyone to follow in
our business owners’ footsteps and to
consider supporting The Teal Pump-
kin Project this Halloween,
www.foodallergy.org.

Thank you again. We wish every-
one a happy and safe Halloween.

Kristen and Blake Sonnek-Schmelz
Westfield

Westfield prides itself on its colo-
nial homes and tree-lined streets. In
addition to excellent schools and a
thriving downtown, one of the attrac-
tions of Westfield is its well-kept older
homes with century old trees. The
past few decades numerous old
houses have been torn down and re-
placed with new ones. This is not
objectionable if the new houses fit
the character of the neighborhood
and if, in the process, the property is
not shorn of all of its old trees. To
prevent this Westfield wisely has a
Tree Preservation ordinance. Section
29 A-7 requires a permit prior to
removal of trees where property is
being developed and requires a sub-
division or site plan approval; prop-
erty contains existing dwellings or
structures that will be removed or
demolished to facilitate the construc-
tion of a new or replacement build-
ings; or where there is any construc-
tion that may affect trees of six-inch
diameters or greater.

This past July we woke up one
morning to find five trucks with heavy
tree removal equipment across the
street. We knew that the beautiful old
house across the street had fallen into
disrepair and was being sold to a
developer and would be demolished
so that two new houses could be built
on the property. The sale of the house
had not been concluded yet but when

we protested, the men chopping down
the trees told us to call the developer.
The developer assured us that he
would only chop down those trees
that he needed to, especially since it
was costly to chop down the trees.
But by the end of the next day, every
single tree on the property was cut
down, including a perfectly healthy
tree with a 40-inch diameter that was
more than 100 years old, even though
it was nowhere near where the set-
back required the new houses to be
built.

Clearly the developer thought that
he could get away with this because
he did not yet own the property. How-
ever, the town ordinance makes clear
that property with a dwelling that
will be demolished to facilitate the
construction of new buildings is sub-
ject to the Tree Preservation ordi-
nance. We can’t bring these huge, old
trees back but we can ask that the
Planning Board require the devel-
oper to replace them with several
good-sized trees and pay a penalty as
required by the ordinance. Otherwise,
why do we bother with an ordinance
if it isn’t enforced? Perhaps this will
prevent other 100-year old trees still
standing in Westfield from being un-
necessarily chopped down.

Arlene Gardner
Westfield

SP Rec Fields Are
Well Maintained

The purpose of my letter is to sup-
port the Scotch Plains Recreation
Department. No one from the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Lacrosse Club was
able to attend the Township Council
business meeting. But I need to ex-
press my concerns for my 300-plus
Families that have children playing
lacrosse in our community.

Our sport has been in town for
about eight years. Field space in our
community is at a premium. Being
the new sport, we had requests and
those requests impacted other estab-
lished sports, namely soccer. The rec-
reation department has done a good
job in navigating this process and
making sure that each sport gets what
it needs.

In these eight years, I have spent
quite a bit of time on BOE and rec
fields. My opinion is that they are
maintained well and allow for youth
programs the ability to play their
schedules.

Mike Kloepfer, President
Scotch Plains/Fanwood Lacrosse

Club

Leaf Pickup Schedule
Questioned

Can someone please explain to me
why there was a leaf cleanup this
week on October 27, 2014. There
were no leaves.

What a waste of our taxpayers
money. Makes no sense.

Michael Sherman
Westfield

Sad That Folks Are Looked Down On
When Politics Come Into Play

This letter to the editor is regarding
an article written in the October 30,
2014 paper regarding Garwood and
the new complex.

Sadly enough, my comments were
neither about the timing of the com-
plex nor politics, which once again
this writer likes to make everything
about.

My name is Scott Kessler, and I
went to the council meeting to dis-
cuss volunteering, as a week or so
before the meeting it was made known
how some in town wonder how
projects and events can be left up to
volunteers.

After my prepared statement which
did not mention any names or politi-
cal views, a woman decided to take
the microphone and, while on video
tape, looked at the 4 or 5 volunteers in
the public seating insinuating we were
there for timing of political reasons,
which 100 percent was not the case.

I decided to rebut her statement,
and while walking away stated “This
is stupid”, which once again you can
hear on the audio and the writer for-
got to mention was not on video.

If the woman has the perception of
me calling her any names, I do apolo-
gize, but that certainly did not occur

nor was implied.
This writer then prints I can be

seen looking at her saying stupid. I
asked about 6 or 7 folks who attended
this meeting (Bi-partisan if that even
matters) as well the individual film-
ing the meeting — and they all con-
cur I did not do such a thing — just
made the statement out of frustra-
tion, as all good deeds seems to be
overlooked and are made political
for absolutely no reason at all.

I called as well as emailed the writer
to have a discussion about the inci-
dent, and I was told I would not be
contacted — although the writer
seemed to be interested in me as I was
looked into by asking others about
me as well, as checking my profile
via a media source.

Again, for those who know me
know that everything I do is for other
people, thus volunteering is a big part
of my life. It’s just sad that folks like
myself are looked down upon when
politics are brought into the equa-
tion.

Scott Kessler
Garwood

Candidates Gave Strong Effort;
Thank You To All of Them

Veterans Day Calls Us to Honor
Service and Sacrifice In All Wars

On Tuesday, November 11, Veterans Day, Ameri-
cans will again join together as a nation to honor the
service of our armed forces. Originally known as
Armistice Day, the date commemorates the
cessation of hostilities between the Allied
nations and Germany which preceded the
official end to World War I.

This year marks the centenary of the start
of World War I, once believed to be the “war
to end all wars,” which the United States
entered in 1917. In Westfield, the monument
at the North Avenue and East Broad Street
plaza, as well as many “Gold Star” street
names, pay homage to the 18 Westfield men
who made the ultimate sacrifice for their
country in World War I.

Our nation observed another anniversary
in June — 70 years since D-Day, when
American, British and Canadian troops
stormed the beaches of Normandy, France,
in a historic land, air and sea campaign that set the
stage for an Allied victory over Nazi Germany less
than one year later. Known as the “Greatest Genera-
tion,” the veterans of this era literally saved the
world for the generations who came after them. We
will recall the valor, resilience and sacrifice of
American troops in a special way again in 2015 with
the 70th anniversary of the end of World War II, the
40th anniversary of the conclusion of the Vietnam
War, and the 25th anniversary of the start of the Gulf

War. Next year also will conclude the sesquicenten-
nial anniversary of the American Civil War.

As a people, we are called upon to remember the
service and sacrifices made by our armed
forces during all wars, up through the current
conflicts, and to honor them. The United
States and other free nations continue to face
threats on multiple fronts from those who
would rob the world of this freedom. It is the
members of our military who, at constant risk
of injury or death, fight every day to ensure
that tyranny and terror will never triumph.

This Tuesday, our local communities will
hold various ceremonies commemorating
and saluting the service of America’s veter-
ans. Other community programs are planned
during the week as well. We encourage the
public to attend them as a show of support
and gratitude, and to share with their chil-
dren the importance of the occasion, so the

legacy these veterans left us will not be forgotten.
We owe all of our veterans — living and de-

ceased — a debt and gratitude that we cannot allow
to fade with the passage of time. We owe these
men and women our liberty, our lives and our
future. While we are particularly reminded of this
on such occasions as Memorial Day, 9/11 com-
memorations and Veterans Day, the gift of free-
dom, won for us by our veterans, is something we
should appreciate each day of the year.

The candidates and the public are exhausted, but
everyone must admit that the elections regenerate
our democracy. The public owes a big “thank you”
to everyone who endeavored. They put themselves
on display with the harshest of scrutiny in running
for public office. The winners are to be congratu-
lated for their victories and are to be supported as
they move to discharging their duties on behalf of the
public.

Those who ran unsuccessfully should be proud,
not sad. We salute you and suggest you do not be
discouraged.

It’s time to start anew with the best of intentions,
purging the negative partisan images implanted by
the barrage of commercials. If anything, it’s a relief

not to be subjected to any more of it for a while.
In Union County, the Democrat candidates for

freeholders continued to win an easy election. With
the important duties at the county level, there lies
great responsibility. There is enormous trust placed
on them by the voters. We offer our support, as the
public does, too.

Let’s enjoy this moment of peace from campaigns
– then support all of our elected officials, thinking
the best of intentions and holding the highest of
expectations.

Democracy In Action

Election Day Facts
Union County, NJ

Registered Union County Voters:
Unaffiliated 134,341
Democrat 126,775
Republican 43,269
Libertarian 105
Green Party 40
Conservative Party 28
Reform Party 1
U.S. Constitution Party 7
Total 304,566

Source: Union County Board of
Elections 2014

Tina Renna
Cranford

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Taupe – A dark, brownish gray
2. Tachydromian – Any of a family of

wading birds related to the plovers
3. Harborough – A lodging or inn
4. Sannup – A male American Indian

who is married

VIBEX
1. In botany, a slender and elastic shoot
2. Any of stiff hairs growing in or near

the nostrils used for touch, such as whis-
kers

3. Discolored spot or blotch of the skin
due to a subcutaneous effusion of blood

4. A light, rounded helmet with a visor
GIALLOLINO

1. A piece of jewelry decorated with
imitations of flowers in precious stones

2. Naples yellow pigment
3. An Italian licorice liquor
4. An Italian boy dressed in clown’s

clothing
TRIGO

1. Wheat
2. A three-horse carriage
3. Ringworm
4. A passageway or opening

GENICULATE
1. In biology, the cessation of natural

selection in generation
2. To form joints or bend like a joint
3. To give birth; to procreate
4. To force or drive out; expel

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

More letters on pages 5, 18

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

NO MORE ROBO
CALLS FOR A

WHILE!

Today’s Quip
Where Is Ebola Czar?

Krauthammer Quips “Probably in
Self-Quarantine”.


