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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Dems Seize Control of GW
Council; Lombardo Elected

Susan Dougherty for The Scotch-Fanwood Times
I CAN’T SEE … Dr. Seuss was one of the many costume themes at last Friday’s
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Halloween Parade and Costume contest.

Susan Dougherty for The Scotch-Fanwood Times
 THIS DOES NOT COMPUTE… This youngster’s robut was one of the winning entries  at last Friday’s Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Halloween Parade and Costume contest.

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Charles Lombardo
defeated Republican Sal Piarulli by
26 votes out of more than 1,200
cast Tuesday, becoming Garwood’s
next mayor and leading a Demo-
cratic sweep on the borough coun-
cil.

Democratic incumbents Sara
Todisco and Lou Petruzzelli re-
tained their seats, beating back Re-
publican challengers Carol
Kearney, who lost in 2011, and Tina
Simitz.

Mr. Lombardo, who served 21
years as a councilman, garnered
631 votes, or 51 percent, while Ms.
Todisco, who was appointed to fill
the unexpired term of Jonathan
Linken in 2010 and then defended
her seat the following year, led all
council candidates with 689 votes.

Mr. Petruzzelli, who won a third
term on council, received 594 votes,
11 more than Ms. Kearney. Mrs.
Simitz received 563 votes.

“It was a close race. I think ev-
eryone came out because there were
issues brought out by both sides,”
said Mr. Petruzzelli, who said the
thing he enjoyed most about the
election was that his 18-year-old
daughter was able to vote for him.
“By everyone voting and everyone
coming out really showed that we
still have a lot of work to do as
council people and just see what
the other issues are in town.”

While the Democrats campaigned
together, the Republicans ran as
two separate camps: Mr. Piarulli
and Mrs. Simitz in one and Ms.
Kearney by herself.

“The bottom line, it was four
Democrats against two Republi-
cans, and we came up just a handful
of votes short,” Mr. Piarulli said.
“We’ll be back, stronger, better than
ever. We’re going to stay vocal and
stay involved in the town. Congratu-
lations to Charles Lombardo, and
now that they know that people are
paying attention.”

Mr. Piarulli, running under the

Conservative Republican banner of
Councilman Jim Mathieu, defeated
incumbent Mayor Pat Quattrocchi
in June’s Primary. Ms. Kearney ran
unopposed along with Richard
Dolan as Regular Republicans with
Mrs. Quattrocchi.

Besides Mr. Piarulli’s victory, Mr.
Mathieu won control of the
Garwood Republican Party in the
Primary. But Mr. Dolan withdrew
shortly after winning the Primary,
enabling Mr. Mathieu to appoint
Mrs. Simitz in September to Mr.
Dolan’s place on the ballot.

“We really feel that this was a
win for Garwood, to keep it a strong
independent borough, and help it
move forward in the right direc-
tion,” Ms. Todisco said.

Regarding the board of educa-
tion, Aaron Watkins, 465 votes;
Linda Koenig, 453, and President
Christine Guerriero, 520, ran unop-
posed and were re-elected to three-
year terms, while Kimberly Ficarra,
470, also ran unopposed and won
an unexpired two-year term.
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County Races
Watson Coleman (D-15th, Mercer) was
elected to the House from the 12th
Congressional District, replacing the
retiring Rep. Rush Holt (D), by beating
Republican Alieta Eck, 68 to 30 per-
cent. The 7th District includes Cran-
ford, Garwood, Mountainside and
Westfield. Most of Scotch Plains and
all of Fanwood were redistricted from
the 7th to the 12th District last year.

Democratic United States Senator
Cory Booker, who was elected last fall
to the unexpired year remaining on the
term of the late Sen. Frank Lautenberg,
easily defeated Republican Jeff Bell
for a full six -year term, 56 to 43
percent.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOOD WISHES...Newly elected Garwood Mayor Charles Lombardo, right, is
congratulated by Union County Freeholder Angel Estrada, left, and Union
County Surrogate James LaCorte after his win on Tuesday night.

WF Planning Bd. Carries
Carleton Subdivision to Dec.

Tuesday, November 11

Westfield Recreation Panel
Focuses on Infrastructure

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – At Monday night’s
planning board meeting, the board
approved an application for new
signage at Jay’s Cycle Center and
amendments to the town’s master plan,
but carried an application for a Carleton
Road subdivision after neighbors
raised several questions.

Gialluisi Custom Homes’ applica-
tion for a conforming subdivision of
631 Carleton Road brought out ap-
proximately a dozen neighbors who
raised questions regarding tree removal
and drainage on the site.

Attorney Steven Hale and surveyor
Robert Grazzali offered testimony on
the application, which would take the
current lot and subdivide it into two
lots measuring 11,891 square feet and
13,818 square feet, which conforms
to the 8,000-square-foot minimum lot
size for the zone.

Edward Israelow questioned the sur-
veyor as to why the trees were not
delineated on the plans submitted. Ac-
cording to Mr. Israelow, there were
several existing mature trees on the
property when the plans were drawn
up in June, but which were not delin-
eated on the plan as required by town
ordinance.

Board Chairman Vince Wilt and
Town Engineer Kris McAloon both
said a property owner has the right to
remove trees at any time and that the
ordinances do regulate tree removal
as part of a development application.
However, Mr. Israelow and his wife,
Arlene Gardner, raised questions as to
who actually removed the trees on
July 21, and whether it was in fact the
property owner or the developer.

According to tax records, the prop-
erty changed hands from Marion
Bavos to Gerald Ellner for $999,000
on September 8. The tax record also
indicates that the house was built in
1889.

Peter Gialluisi was not in atten-
dance at the meeting and the board
decided to carry the application to the
Monday, December 1 meeting given
the questions.

The board approved new signage
for Jay’s Cycle Center on North Av-
enue. The business will submit ren-
derings and detailed information about
the three signs to the board’s site plan
review committee.

Architect Thomas DiGiorgio ex-
plained that three signs are needed to
direct people to the store given its
angled positioning on North Avenue.

The board also heard testimony from
Town Planner Bill Drew on amend-
ments to the town’s master plan. One

of these would change the zoning of
properties near the intersection of
South and Central Avenues.

According to Mr. Drew, a developer
is planning to build 68 housing units
on property at that location with seven
affordable units. He said neighboring
properties will need their zoning
changed back to GB-3 so that they are
no longer included in the affordable
housing plan. He added that they could
no longer be combined and would
require a variance in order to be devel-
oped in the future if the zoning is not
changed.

The board also approved changes to
the land use element and a new hous-
ing plan and “fair share” plan to com-
ply with the Council on Affordable
Housing’s (COAH) third round obli-
gation. Included in this will be a zon-
ing change to the property located at
the corner of West Broad Street and
Rahway Avenue, which currently
houses a car wash. The site could
potentially be developed with 31 hous-
ing units, in which five would be af-
fordable.

The town council will now put forth
ordinances to make the formal changes
required.

The board amended the approval of
an application by Michael Mahoney
for a minor subdivision of 227 and
231 Elizabeth Avenue. The applica-
tion sought to take 3,225 square feet
from 227 and add it to 231. The appli-
cation was originally approved with
the condition that the existing home
on the lot is to remain, but that was
removed so that it did not carry on the
title of the home in perpetuity.

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Members of the
Westfield Recreation Commission
focused on improvements to the
community’s recreation infrastruc-
ture at their meeting Monday night.

Frank Arena, who serves as the
town council’s liaison to the com-
mission, advised the public that a
new public works director, Greg
O’Neil, has been hired and will be-
gin work on Monday, December 1.
According to Mr. Arena, after an
extensive search and vetting process
the town hired Mr. O’Neil, who pre-
viously worked for Princeton. Mr.
Arena also updated the public on the
status of funding for repairs to the
Tamaques Park tennis facilities and
advised that the council was com-
mitted to working with the recre-
ation commission to improve condi-
tions at the courts, which are exten-
sively used by the Westfield High
School tennis program.

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann presented an overview of
the work which had been done to
prepare the parks and fields for win-
ter. He explained that fields two and
three at Gumbert Park had recently
been skimmed and crowned, and
that “touch ups” had been made to
Gumbert field one. In addition, Mr.
Kaufmann said he met with Applied
Materials, the contractor which
handled the installation of new arti-
ficial turf at Sid Faye/Houlihan, to
review a “punch list” of outstanding
items. He also stated that as part of
the phased approach to improve-
ments at Tamaques Field, the park-
ing lot had been repaved, and as a
result of re-striping approximately a
dozen new parking spaces would be
created.

Program Director Dolores
MacKay Kaufmann presented a pre-
liminary schedule of upcoming
events, including the holiday con-
cert, which will be held on Wednes-
day, December 17; the Daddy-
Daughter Dance, which will be in
March, and the Fun Run, which is
tentatively scheduled for May 2015.
Ms. MacKay Kaufmann also said
registration for the winter programs
had begun.

Commission members also dis-
cussed the possibility of allowing
the sale of signs at Sid Faye/
Houlihan, which would potentially
raise additional funds for the
community’s athletic programs.
Commission member Loren
Weinstein noted that the Westfield
Baseball Association has had a suc-
cessful media advertisement pro-
gram at Gumbert for many years.

The commission’s next meeting
will be held on December 1.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAKING A POINT… Raritan Valley Rail Coalition (RVRC)  member Tom
Jardim makes some comments during last week’s open house forum at the
Cranford Community Center where it was announced that off-peak evening one-
seat service on the Raritan Line would begin in January.

Paul Lachenauer for The  Times
TWO-HEADED  DAD…. This dad
shows off a newly cut pumpkin prior to
Union  County’s Great Pumpkin Sail
at Echo Lake Park held last Saturday.

assessed for their compatibility with
wireless equipment, cell carriers
still have no permanent home in
Fanwood.

In light of these considerations,
the planning board agreed to ex-
tend the term of the temporary cell
tower that now houses T-Mobile
and AT&T for another six months.

Fanwood resident Raymond
Rodger, whose property is on
Stormcrest Road, voiced concerns
about the board’s decision. He said
he had been approached by Sprint
on several occasions with requests
to locate a cell tower on his prop-
erty, and he asked the carriers
present if they, too, would pursue
construction opportunities in resi-
dential areas. He also asked what
would happen if the carriers could
not ultimately acquire space on
PSE&G’s monopoles to suit their
wireless needs.

Mr. Rodger was advised by Plan-
ning Board Attorney Catherine
DeAppolonio that his questions
about future residential cell towers
did not pertain to the application at
hand.

Ms. Fairweather assured Mr.
Rodger and the board that the carri-
ers are aware the current towers
have a temporary status, and that if
there is no space on the monopoles
they will have to appear before the
board again with a plan to handle
that scenario.

Following Mr. Rodger’s ques-
tions, Board President Dale Flow-
ers wondered why Sprint, which
shares space on the same tempo-
rary tower as T-Mobile and AT&T,
had not applied for an extension.
Mr. Meese and Ms. Fairweather did
not have any information on that
point. Mr. Rodger expressed disap-
pointment that several carriers, in-
cluding Sprint and Verizon, had not
been in communication with one
another throughout the NCRP.

Mr. Flowers noted that until the
other carriers make applications to
the planning board, the board can-
not take further action.

The next meeting of the planning
board will be on Monday, Novem-
ber 10.
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Rep. Leonard Lance’s
Victory Statement

Editor’s Note: Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) released the follow-
ing statement after his re-election
Tuesday night to a fourth term.

“My thanks to all of those who
have made our strong victory
throughout the Congressional dis-
trict possible. And my deepest debt
of gratitude goes to my wife, Heidi.

“I have campaigned positively
and optimistically this entire year
and last evening’s results demon-
strate that the people support such
action. And citizens across the
country have voted overwhelm-
ingly yesterday for policies to move
the nation forward: tax reform,
regulatory reform, fiscal responsi-
bility and prudent international-
ism. The Republican gains in the
House and Senate are historic in
nature. I hope and expect that Presi-
dent Obama will work with us in
Congress and that we will work
with the administration on these
critical matters.

“I return to Washington next
week renewed in my faith and be-
lief in the greatness of the United
States and of the American people.”
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