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Elm                               APPLIANCE

220 ELMER STREET    Westfield, NJ  07090908-233-0400

“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

DRIVERS WHO SWITCHED FROM:

$498$AVERAGE 
ANNUAL
SAVINGS:

SHOPPING FOR CAR INSURANCE?
CALL ME FIRST.

*

Geico saved $562* on average with Allstate

Progressive saved $467* on average with Allstate

State Farm saved $362* on average with Allstate

498

Ron Bansky
908-301-0711
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Annual savings based on information reported nationally by new Allstate auto customers for policies 
written in 2012. Actual savings will vary.  Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Co. © 
2013 Allstate Insurance Co.

Save even more than before with Allstate.
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Westfield Recreation Panel
Focuses on Infrastructure

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Members of the
Westfield Recreation Commission
focused on improvements to the
community’s recreation infrastruc-
ture at their meeting Monday night.

Frank Arena, who serves as the
town council’s liaison to the com-
mission, advised the public that a
new public works director, Greg
O’Neil, has been hired and will
begin work on Monday, December
1. According to Mr. Arena, after an
extensive search and vetting pro-
cess the town hired Mr. O’Neil,
who previously worked for
Princeton. Mr. Arena also updated
the public on the status of funding
for repairs to the Tamaques Park
tennis facilities and advised that

the council was committed to work-
ing with the recreation commission
to improve conditions at the courts,
which are extensively used by the
Westfield High School tennis pro-
gram.

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann presented an overview
of the work which had been done to
prepare the parks and fields for win-
ter. He explained that fields two
and three at Gumbert Park had re-
cently been skimmed and crowned,
and that “touch ups” had been made
to Gumbert field one. In addition,
Mr. Kaufmann said he met with
Applied Materials, the contractor
which handled the installation of
new artificial turf at Sid Faye/
Houlihan, to review a “punch list”
of outstanding items. He also stated
that as part of the phased approach
to improvements at Tamaques Field,
the parking lot had been repaved,
and as a result of re-striping ap-
proximately a dozen new parking
spaces would be created.

Program Director Dolores
MacKay Kaufmann presented a pre-
liminary schedule of upcoming
events, including the holiday con-
cert, which will be held on Wednes-
day, December 17; the Daddy-
Daughter Dance, which will be in
March, and the Fun Run, which is
tentatively scheduled for May 2015.
Ms. MacKay Kaufmann also said
registration for the winter programs
had begun.

Commission members also dis-
cussed the possibility of allowing
the sale of signs at Sid Faye/
Houlihan, which would potentially
raise additional funds for the
community’s athletic programs.
Commission member Loren
Weinstein noted that the Westfield
Baseball Association has had a suc-
cessful media advertisement pro-
gram at Gumbert for many years.

The commission’s next meeting
will be held on December 1.

Tuesday, November 11

Democrats Gain Control of
SP Township Council

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
CELEBRATING MAJORITY...Scotch Plains Democrats celebrate the win of
two of the three council seats on election night.  The win gives them the majority
on the council.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READING IS GOOD FOR YOU…The Annual Giant Book Sale is held at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield on Monday night Nov 3. Pictured, left to
right, are: Volunteers Meg Smith, Carolyn Smith, Charles Banks and Ken Ward.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LENDING SUPPORT...Lieutenant Governor of New Jersey, Kim Guadagno,
rallies Union County Republicans last Wednesday night at the Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield, while Union County Republican Chairman Glenn
Mortimer looks on.

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democrats
regained control of the township coun-
cil on Tuesday, winning two of the
three council seats up for grabs. John
Del Sordi, Jr. and Rose Checchio were
elected to four-year terms while in-
cumbent Republican Councilman
Llewellyn Jones was re-elected to his
own four-year term.

His Republican colleagues, Deputy
Mayor Michael Marcus and Council-

man William Vastine, lost their bids
for second terms.

Unofficial results late Tuesday night
showed Mr. Jones as the top vote-
getter with 3,484 votes, followed by
Mrs. Checchio with 3,444 and Mr.
Del Sordi with 3,415. The third Demo-
cratic candidate, Luisa Bianco, re-
ceived 3,378 votes while Mr. Marcus
garnered 3,359 and Mr. Vastine re-
ceived 3,212.

The Democrats last controlled the
council in 2013 when the party held
four of the five seats, but Mr. Jones
won a special election a year ago and
Mr. Marcus, who was first elected as a
Democrat in 2010, switched parties
early this year to join Mr. Jones and
Mr. Vastine and form a Republican
majority.

Tuesday’s balloting came after a
campaign that featured a greater vol-
ume of political mailers than any in
recent memory as well as flurries of
letters from both sides to local news-
paper and online outlets, with dozens
of postings on online forums.

At a boisterous celebration at the
Democrats’ downtown headquarters,
Mrs. Checchio, Mr. Del Sordi and Ms.
Bianco addressed a crowd of about 50
and thanked party backers for their
assistance in the campaign. Mayor
Kevin Glover declared the municipal
government “under new management.”

Republican Party Chairman Al
Smith told The Westfield Leader at a
subdued gathering at the rescue squad
that while he was “disappointed with
the results, the voters have spoken.”
And he wished the new council mem-
bers good luck as they prepare to
begin their terms on Thursday, Janu-
ary 1.
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County Races
cent, while state Assemblywoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-15th,
Mercer) was elected to the House
from the 12th Congressional Dis-
trict, replacing the retiring Rep.
Rush Holt (D), by beating Republi-
can Alieta Eck, 68 to 30 percent.
The 7th District includes Cranford,
Garwood, Mountainside and
Westfield. Most of Scotch Plains
and all of Fanwood were redistricted
from the 7th to the 12th District last
year.

Democratic United States Sena-
tor Cory Booker, who was elected
last fall to the unexpired year re-
maining on the term of the late Sen.
Frank Lautenberg, easily defeated
Republican Jeff Bell for a full six -
year term, 56 to 43 percent.

Residents Outline Concerns
Regarding Road Conditions

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Planning
the Monday, December 1 meeting
given the questions.

The board approved new signage
for Jay’s Cycle Center on North Av-
enue. The business will submit ren-
derings and detailed information
about the three signs to the board’s
site plan review committee.

Architect Thomas DiGiorgio ex-
plained that three signs are needed to
direct people to the store given its
angled positioning on North Avenue.

The board also heard testimony
from Town Planner Bill Drew on
amendments to the town’s master
plan. One of these would change the
zoning of properties near the inter-
section of South and Central Avenues.

According to Mr. Drew, a devel-
oper is planning to build 68 housing
units on property at that location with
seven affordable units. He said neigh-
boring properties will need their zon-
ing changed back to GB-3 so that
they are no longer included in the
affordable housing plan. He added
that they could no longer be com-
bined and would require a variance in
order to be developed in the future if
the zoning is not changed.

The board also approved changes
to the land use element and a new
housing plan and “fair share” plan to
comply with the Council on Afford-
able Housing’s (COAH) third round
obligation. Included in this will be a
zoning change to the property lo-
cated at the corner of West Broad
Street and Rahway Avenue, which
currently houses a car wash. The site
could potentially be developed with
31 housing units, in which five would
be affordable.

The town council will now put
forth ordinances to make the formal
changes required.

The board amended the approval
of an application by Michael
Mahoney for a minor subdivision of
227 and 231 Elizabeth Avenue. The
application sought to take 3,225
square feet from 227 and add it to
231. The application was originally
approved with the condition that the
existing home on the lot is to remain,
but that was removed so that it did not
carry on the title of the home in
perpetuity.

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — During the
public comment portion of the Moun-
tainside Borough Council’s Tuesday
evening meeting, residents of Mary
Allen Lane again urged the governing
body and its legal staff to investigate
what they described as the “danger-
ous and deplorable conditions” of the
street, which they allege has not been
properly maintained by the builder. At
an earlier meeting the residents shared
photos of the road with the council
and urged them to take action in the
interest of public safety.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli advised the
public that Town Attorney John Post
would have a report on the issue at the
next meeting, which is scheduled for
Tuesday, November 25.

Council members continued to dis-
cuss with their attorneys and planner
John Chadwick revisions to the
community’s land use ordinance. The
new ordinance, which has been the
subject of vigorous debate over the
last six months, would increase the
Floor Area Ratio from 2.25 to 2.4,
allowing newly constructed homes to
be approximately 300 square feet big-
ger as the lot had 15-foot setbacks.
The council asked Mr. Post to revise
the language of the proposed ordi-
nance to “grandfather” in existing
homes so their owners would not need
to obtain a variance for the larger
setbacks in the event they were re-
quired to rebuild their homes. The

council anticipates having the second
reading and vote on the proposed or-
dinance at its November 25 meeting.

In other business the council heard
a report from Jerry Eger, the borough’s
construction official. Mr. Eger recom-
mended that the community consider
revising its land use fee ordinance so
as to delineate between zoning and
construction permits. According to Mr.
Eger, this would eliminate inconsis-
tency between the Uniform Construc-
tion Code and various borough ordi-
nances and allow the building depart-
ment to monitor issues such as in-
creased runoff from expanded drive-
ways. The council also unanimously
approved the appointment of Patrick
Klebaur as a member of the Moun-
tainside Volunteer Fire Department.

Chief Financial Officer Jill Goode
advised the council that the borough’s
application for a Safe Corridor Grant
had been submitted and that there
would likely be a reimbursement of
approximately $28,000, which would
be used to replace several of the police
department vehicles and could possi-
bly include the installation of auto-
matic license plate reader (ALPR)
technology. ALPR is an image pro-
cessing technology that is used to iden-
tify vehicles by their license plates.
APLR is used for traffic and parking
management and area access controls.
The system also can be used to iden-
tify persons or vehicles whose licenses
plates are connected to a possible
crime.

FW Planning Bd. Okays
Extension of Cell Tower

By CATHERINE WATSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — The planning board
paused to deliberate at its October 22
meeting before granting approval to T-
Mobile and New Cingular Wireless
(AT&T) cellular service providers to
extend their stays on a temporary cell
tower at 1 South Avenue.

Cellular service providers normally
place their antennas and equipment on
electricity towers, but during PSE&G’s
North Central Reliability Project
(NCRP), which has been replacing old
electricity towers with newer, high-
capacity monopoles, the cell carriers
have had to request temporary towers
to host their apparatuses.

When the providers first approached
Fanwood for temporary tower privi-
leges, in late 2012, they expected the
NCRP to finish in June of 2014.

NCRP’s website states that, “All
major overhead construction activity,
including restoration work, has been
completed as of July 2014,” and in June
2014, the Fanwood Planning Board
received a copy of a letter, addressed to
T-Mobile representative Gregory
Meese, that stated PSE&G was ready
to accept applications from carriers for
spots on the newly erected monopoles.

So, when Mr. Meese, along with
Judy Fairweather, a representative for
AT&T, appeared before the board to
request an extension on the temporary
tower, board members were puzzled as
to why the carriers had not submitted
applications to PSE&G in June.

Mr. Meese explained that the manu-
facturer of the new monopoles still has
ownership of the poles and will turn
them over to PSE&G after inspections
and any necessary adjustments are
made. He then called for additional
testimony from Timothy Kronk, a land-
use planning expert who deals with site
acquisition and who owns a real estate
company that provides services to the
cellular companies as they negotiate
with PSE&G.

Mr. Kronk said he was impressed
with PSE&G’s adherence to schedule,
but also clarified that the application
process was a multi-pronged series of
ongoing conversations, rather than a
step-by-step procedure.

Mr. Kronk said although PSE&G
has agreements with cell carriers that
may take space on the new poles if it is
available, the company’s primary ob-
jective is to serve its customers’ elec-
tricity needs. Therefore, the upgraded

electricity poles may not have engi-
neering specifications that suit wireless
carriers’ needs. They may not be in
locations that are optimal; they may not
be able to support wireless equipment
at the necessary heights, or they may
not be able to support the weight of
equipment from several carriers at once,
for instance. Until the electricity poles
in Fanwood are owned by the utility
company and assessed for their com-
patibility with wireless equipment, cell
carriers still have no permanent home
in Fanwood.

In light of these considerations, the
planning board agreed to extend the
term of the temporary cell tower that
now houses T-Mobile and AT&T for
another six months.

Fanwood resident Raymond Rodger,
whose property is on Stormcrest Road,
voiced concerns about the board’s de-
cision. He said he had been approached
by Sprint on several occasions with
requests to locate a cell tower on his
property, and he asked the carriers
present if they, too, would pursue con-
struction opportunities in residential
areas. He also asked what would hap-
pen if the carriers could not ultimately
acquire space on PSE&G’s monopoles
to suit their wireless needs.

Mr. Rodger was advised by Plan-
ning Board Attorney Catherine
DeAppolonio that his questions about
future residential cell towers did not
pertain to the application at hand.

Ms. Fairweather assured Mr. Rodger
and the board that the carriers are aware
the current towers have a temporary
status, and that if there is no space on
the monopoles they will have to appear
before the board again with a plan to
handle that scenario.

Following Mr. Rodger’s questions,
Board President Dale Flowers won-
dered why Sprint, which shares space
on the same temporary tower as T-
Mobile and AT&T, had not applied for
an extension. Mr. Meese and Ms.
Fairweather did not have any informa-
tion on that point. Mr. Rodger expressed
disappointment that several carriers,
including Sprint and Verizon, had not
been in communication with one an-
other throughout the NCRP.

Mr. Flowers noted that until the other
carriers make applications to the plan-
ning board, the board cannot take fur-
ther action.

The next meeting of the planning
board will be on Monday, November
10.

Rep. Leonard Lance’s
Victory Statement

Editor’s Note: Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th) released the following state-
ment after his re-election Tuesday
night to a fourth term.

“My thanks to all of those who
have made our strong victory through-
out the Congressional district pos-
sible. And my deepest debt of grati-
tude goes to my wife, Heidi.

“I have campaigned positively and
optimistically this entire year and
last evening’s results demonstrate that
the people support such action. And
citizens across the country have voted
overwhelmingly yesterday for poli-
cies to move the nation forward: tax
reform, regulatory reform, fiscal re-
sponsibility and prudent internation-
alism. The Republican gains in the
House and Senate are historic in na-
ture. I hope and expect that President
Obama will work with us in Con-
gress and that we will work with the
administration on these critical mat-
ters.

“I return to Washington next week
renewed in my faith and belief in the
greatness of the United States and of
the American people.”

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


