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Kalnins, Adubato Prevail in CF
Election; BOE to See New Faces

Dems Seize Control of Garwood
Council; Lombardo Elected Mayor

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Charles Lombardo
defeated Republican Sal Piarulli by
26 votes out of more than 1,200 cast
Tuesday, becoming
Garwood’s next mayor and
leading a Democratic sweep
on the borough council.

Democratic incumbents
Sara Todisco and Lou
Petruzzelli retained their
seats, beating back Repub-
lican challengers Carol
Kearney, who lost in 2011,
and Tina Simitz.

Mr. Lombardo, who
served 21 years as a coun-
cilman, garnered 631 votes,

or 51 percent, while Ms. Todisco,
who was appointed to fill the unex-
pired term of Jonathan Linken in
2010 and then defended her seat the
following year, led all council candi-

dates with 689 votes.
Mr. Petruzzelli, who won

a third term on council, re-
ceived 594 votes, 11 more
than Ms. Kearney. Mrs.
Simitz received 563 votes.

“It was a close race. I
think everyone came out
because there were issues
brought out by both sides,”
said Mr. Petruzzelli, who
said the thing he enjoyed
most about the election was
that his 18-year-old daugh-

ter was able to vote for him. “By
everyone voting and everyone com-
ing out really showed that we still
have a lot of work to do as council
people and just see what the other
issues are in town.”

While the Democrats campaigned
together, the Republicans ran as two
separate camps: Mr. Piarulli and Mrs.

Simitz in one
and Ms.
Kearney by
herself.

“The bottom
line, it was four
D e m o c r a t s
against two
Republicans,
and we came
up just a hand-
ful of votes
short,” Mr.
Piarulli said.

“We’ll be back, stronger, better than
ever. We’re going to stay vocal and
stay involved in the town. Congratu-
lations to Charles Lombardo, and now
that they know that people are paying
attention.”

Mr. Piarulli, running under the
Conservative Republican banner of
Councilman Jim Mathieu, defeated
incumbent Mayor Pat Quattrocchi in
June’s Primary. Ms. Kearney ran un-
opposed along with Richard Dolan
as Regular Republicans with Mrs.
Quattrocchi.

Besides Mr. Piarulli’s victory, Mr.
Mathieu won control of the Garwood
Republican Party in the Primary. But
Mr. Dolan withdrew shortly after
winning the Primary, enabling Mr.
Mathieu to appoint Mrs. Simitz in
September to Mr. Dolan’s place on
the ballot.

“We really feel that this was a win
for Garwood, to keep it a strong inde-
pendent borough, and help it move
forward in the right direction,” Ms.
Todisco said.

Regarding the board of education,
Aaron Watkins, 465 votes; Linda
Koenig, 453, and President Christine
Guerriero, 520, ran unopposed and
were re-elected to three-year terms,
while Kimberly Ficarra, 470, also
ran unopposed and won an unex-
pired two-year term.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Republican in-
cumbents Andis Kalnins, 3,414, and
Lisa Adubato, 3,451, won the elec-
tion Tuesday for a second, three-
year term on the township commit-
tee over Democrats Robert
Salvatore, 2,734, and Brian
McCarthy, 2,947. This win main-
tains the 4-1 Republican majority
on the township committee. It was a
big margin for the Republican Party,
which saw wins in districts that
typically swing Democratic.

“We are very excited. We worked
hard this year and I think the voters
recognized that,” Mayor Kalnins
told The Westfield Leader.

“I’m feeling good that people ac-
cepted our message of consistency,”
Ms. Adubato told The Leader.

“We worked well together and

we have done great things, and it
shows,” Mayor Kalnins told the
crowd at the Garlic Rose, where the
Republicans’ election night party
was held.

Mr. Kalnins will hold the may-
oral seat for a second consecutive
year. The mayoral seat is chosen
each year by majority vote of the
township committee, and the Re-
publicans said they would appoint
Mr. Kalnins to the seat for a con-
secutive term.

“We feel it is important to have
that continuity,” Mayor Kalnins said

of the decision to reappoint him as
mayor.

Two of the Cranford Board of
Education’s three incumbents were
unseated Tuesday. Twelve-year
member of the board and Board
Vice-President Michael Caulfield,
1,770, and Trevor Shaw, 1,057, were
unseated by newcomers Lisa
Carbone, 2,509, and Daniel
DeMarco, 1,868. JoAnne Boyle,
1,822, will retain her seat on the
board.

Vote counts are unofficial results
posted November 4.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
GOOD WISHES...Newly elected Garwood Mayor Charles Lombardo, right, is
congratulated by Union County Freeholder Angel Estrada, left, and Union
County Surrogate James LaCorte after his win on Tuesday night.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CELEBRATING THE WIN...Celebrating their election win on Tuesday night are, from left, newly elected Union County
Sheriff Joe Cryan, County Surrogate James LaCorte, Freeholder Angel Estrada, Freeholder Vernell Wright and
Freeholder Chairman Chris Hudak.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
INQUIRING COUNCILMAN… Westfield Councilman Mark LoGrippo poses a
question at last week’s Raritan Valley Rail Coalition (RVRC) forum in Cranford
as RVRC member Tom Jardim waits for the microphone. At left is Westfield
Mayor Andy Skibitsky and Councilman Keith Loughlin.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ANNUAL TRADITION…Participants roast marshmallows during Union
County’s Great Pumpkin Sail Saturday night at Echo Lake Park.

School Board Results Told
For WF, CF, SP and GW

Sara Todisco

Louis Petruzzelli

Lance, Watson Coleman
Win; Cryan Elected Sheriff
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION – Voters on Tuesday
decided competitive school board
races in Westfield, Cranford and
Scotch Plains.

In a five-candidate race in
Westfield, incumbent Mark Fried-
man, 2,322, won a bid for a second
term. The other winners were Mar-
garet Oster, 2,902, and Chris
Langhart, 2,293. David Sexton gar-
nered 1,322 votes, while Michael
Bielen received 2,004 tallies.
Anastasia Harrison and Noreen
Coleman, who dropped out of the
race after the ballots were printed,
received 1,257 and 1,024 votes, re-
spectively.

In Cranford, Lisa Carbone, 2,509;
Daniel DeMarco, 1,868, and incum-
bent Jo Ann Boyle, 1,822, won
board seats. They defeated Michael

Caulfield, 1,770, and Trevor Shaw,
1,067, both incumbents, and
Jacqueline Carr, 1,516. The Cran-
ford numbers do not include mail-
in ballots.

Garwood incumbents Christine
Guerriero, Aaron Watkins and Linda
Koenig were unopposed in their
quest for reelection to full three-
year terms, as was Kimberly Ficarra
to a two-year unexpired board seat.

Mountainside incumbent Dante
Gioia also was unopposed.

Evan Murray, with 2,689 votes,
was the top vote getter for two seats
representing Scotch Plains on the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education, followed by incumbent
Warren McFall, 2,015. Michele
Polhamus, 1,674, finished third.
Jeanne Cleary was unopposed in
her reelection bid to a seat repre-
senting Fanwood.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION – Union County voters
on Tuesday elected a new sheriff
for the first time since the 1970s,
reelected a congressman in the 7th
District and elected a new congress-
woman in the 12th District.

Undersheriff Joe Cryan of Union,
a Democrat who has served as act-
ing county sheriff since the death of
longtime Sheriff Ralph Froehlich
in July, defeated Republican
Michael Ince of Garwood, 46,480
to 34,223. Incumbent Freeholders
Chris Hudak of Linden, 51,273;

Angel Estrada of Elizabeth, 47,806,
and Vernell Wright of Union, 49,895
were reelected over the lone Re-
publican candidate, P. Mark Mar-
tini of Westfield, 34,706. County
Surrogate James LaCorte of Union,
a Democrat, was unopposed for a
fourth term.

Democrats will continue to hold
a 9-to-0 majority on the freeholder
board. Rep. Leonard Lance (R) was
elected to a fourth term represent-
ing the 7th Congressional District
Tuesday night by defeating Clinton
Mayor Janice Kovach, 60 to 38 per-

Ballot Questions
Passed By N.J. Voters
REGION – Voters passed two

questions on Tuesday’s election
ballot.

The first question, which passed
62 to 38 percent, according to
News12, gives judges the authority
to deny bail to persons deemed to
be a threat to society or who might
obstruct the criminal justice pro-
cess, thus leaving them in jail
through their trials.

The second question, which
passed 65 to 35 percent, according
to News12, increases the amount
taken out of New Jersey’s corpo-
rate business tax set aside for envi-
ronmental programs from 4 to 6
percent starting in 2019. The rev-
enue will go toward open space and
other environmental projects.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF Planning Bd. Carries
Carleton Subdivision to Dec.

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Monday night’s
planning board meeting, the board
approved an application for new
signage at Jay’s Cycle Center and
amendments to the town’s master
plan, but carried an application for a
Carleton Road subdivision after
neighbors raised several questions.

Gialluisi Custom Homes’ applica-
tion for a conforming subdivision of
631 Carleton Road brought out ap-
proximately a dozen neighbors who
raised questions regarding tree re-

moval and drainage on the site.
Attorney Steven Hale and surveyor

Robert Grazzali offered testimony
on the application, which would take
the current lot and subdivide it into
two lots measuring 11,891 square
feet and 13,818 square feet, which
conforms to the 8,000-square-foot
minimum lot size for the zone.

Edward Israelow questioned the
surveyor as to why the trees were not
delineated on the plans submitted.
According to Mr. Israelow, there were
several existing mature trees on the
property when the plans were drawn
up in June, but which were not delin-
eated on the plan as required by town
ordinance.

Board Chairman Vince Wilt and
Town Engineer Kris McAloon both
said a property owner has the right to
remove trees at any time and that the
ordinances do regulate tree removal
as part of a development application.
However, Mr. Israelow and his wife,
Arlene Gardner, raised questions as
to who actually removed the trees on
July 21, and whether it was in fact the
property owner or the developer.

According to tax records, the prop-
erty changed hands from Marion
Bavos to Gerald Ellner for $999,000
on September 8. The tax record also
indicates that the house was built in
1889.

Peter Gialluisi was not in atten-
dance at the meeting and the board
decided to carry the application to


