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The suggestion drew an imme-
diate objection from Councilman
Jim Mathieu, who argued against
local governments confiscating
property under eminent domain
for development by a private
contractor. Mr. Mathieu also criti-
cized the 2005 U.S. Supreme
Court decision commonly re-
ferred to as Kelo that permits
such action. “Why do we need
that bludgeon?” he asked. “It’s
private property. If all the people
don’t agree, that’s up to them.”

Mr. Mathieu, who expressed
concern over abuse of the power
of eminent domain – which Mr.
Vinegra charged occurred in Long
Branch, N.J. — suggested that if
someone reneged on a deal they
could be sued under breach of
contract. The exchange was part
of the discussion begun at the
last council meeting two weeks
ago, when Councilman Bill
Nierstedt asked for a resolution
for the study on the largely aban-
doned Casale sheet metal works
and Petro sites on South Avenue
just west of Center Street.

Borough Attorney Bob Renaud,
who also recommended against
including the eminent domain pro-
vision, was instructed to prepare
two resolutions, one with and an-
other without the seizure author-
ity. Mr. Renaud did not prepare
those resolutions because he was
not given needed information but
was instructed by council again to
prepare them for the Tuesday,
June 10 meeting.

After Mr. Mathieu said he would
be satisfied with the use of emi-
nent domain for public use but
not to transfer property from one
individual to another, Mr.
Nierstedt suggested that the
“public purpose is parking,” which
was discussed at length at the
May 13 meeting.

In other council action, the six
members voted to approve
$16,576.88 for changes and up-
grades at the still uncompleted

$3.2-million Athletic Field Com-
plex (AFC). The change order
included approximately $6,900
for heat trace tape, essentially
insulation, for crawl space piping
in the clubhouse; $5,100 for a
water backflow prevention de-
vice and $4,500 for a kitchen
exhaust fan. The backflow de-
vice was necessary because of a
post-design government man-
date while the exhaust fan was
an enhancement, Mr. Nierstedt
said.

The resolution passed unani-
mously, including the vote of Mr.
Mathieu, who has consistently
voted against any spending for
the AFC. He said because of his
opposition to the project he was
conflicted but opted to vote for it
because he just wants the project
to be finished.

The recreation site on the south
side of town near the Cranford
border is more than a year be-
hind schedule.

The council also unanimously
approved a one-year extension
of its agreement with Waste Man-
agement of New Jersey Inc. to
continue its collection of the
borough’s recyclables beginning
Tuesday, July 1. The contract will
cost $32,140.23, a 2.6-percent
jump from the current year’s
$31,325.76.

At Tuesday’s work session
meeting, Councilwoman Sara
Todisco requested the resolution
be removed from the consent
agenda, and then criticized the
streets, roads and ecology com-
mittee for a dearth of informa-
tion on her three-year request to
investigate the possibility of the
borough collecting the
recyclables and selling them. The
accusation drew responses from
all three committee members,
Mr. Mathieu, Ann Palmer and Mr.
Nierstedt, the chairman. Mr.
Mathieu said their investigation
so far has revealed that the profit
does not appear to be signifi-

cant, that prices for things like
aluminum fluctuates and there-
fore would put the borough at
risk and that it would likely re-
quire increased manpower and
resources.

Mr. Nierstedt rebuked Ms.
Todisco for her suggestion and
joined with Ms. Palmer and Mr.
Mathieu in saying that the more
the committee looks into the is-
sue, the more it realizes it needs
to find out. Additionally, Council-
man Mike Martin asked that the
council consider repealing the
mandatory leaf bagging require-
ment enacted last year. He said
he had heard from a number of
constituents, and with the back-
ing of Ms. Todisco, the only coun-
cil member to vote against the
requirement, the matter was re-
ferred to the streets, roads and
ecology committee.

Mr. Martin also proposed the
council consider investigating
steps to seek a change in Union
County election law that would
have the freeholders elected by
district instead of at-large. Mr.
Martin was taken aback by the
county’s recently adopted $500-
million-plus budget and sug-
gested a change in how the free-
holders were elected may bring
more control to the budget.

Cranford, who have a different
viewpoint of what the town is.

“The old guard has the tradi-
tions of a small town, while newer
people have no sense of the tra-
dition. I call it the establishment
versus the immigrants. It’s gen-
erational, an age difference.
Mathieu’s group, the age is dif-
ferent, the education is different
to a greater extent. Jim repre-
sents a more yuppie type, which
attracts a more conservative fol-
lowing, mostly on a fiscal basis.
In small towns, some expect ser-
vices. Others don’t want to see
their taxes go up.”

Besides the mayoralty, the
council seats occupied by Demo-
crats Sara Todisco and Lou
Petruzzelli are up for election.
Both are running unopposed in
the Primary. Similarly, Carol
Kearney and Richard Dolan are
running unopposed for the same
seats in the Republican Primary.

But both Ms. Kearney and Mr.
Dolan are running under the
Regular Republican banner of the
Quattrocchis, making for an in-
teresting dynamic should Mr.
Mathieu’s group win control of
the party.

Mr. Mathieu, who moved into
Garwood in July 2008, has vowed
to support Ms. Kearney and Mr.
Dolan.

Ms. Kearney also is running for
a Republican committee seat in
the first district with Gene Jannotti.
They are unopposed although Mr.
Mathieu’s group is promoting Alex
Grohol as a write-in candidate.
Mr. and Mrs. Mathieu are running
against Glenn A. Sytko and Cheryl
A. Niedermaier in the second dis-
trict.

Mayor Quattrocchi and her hus-
band face opposition from
Dominick and Erika Zurzolo in
the third district, while former
councilman Victor DeFilippo and
his wife, Judy, are opposed by
Mr. and Mrs. Piarulli.

With a relatively dull top of the

ballot, featuring what many see
as uncompetitive races for Cory
Booker’s U.S. Senate seat and
Leonard Lance’s New Jersey’s 7th
Congressional District spot, Mr.
Stryeski predicts the winner as
the group that can mobilize its
voters.

He noted that in last year’s
Primary for council the
Quattrocchis ran incumbent
Steven Blaufeder and Mike Mar-
tin on the Regular Republican
line, forcing Mr. Mathieu to run
as a conservative Republican.
Mr. Mathieu was the top vote
getter among the three and won
re-election in November. Mr.
Martin was second in the Primary
and joined Mr. Mathieu as the
only Republicans on a council
dominated by four Democrats.

“(Mr. Mathieu) ran off line and
he masterminded it last year,”
Mr. Stryeski said. “He can go back
to the same people. Unless the
Quattrocchi people can mobilize,
and get them out to vote. It’s
tough trying to get older people
to vote, especially in the Primary.”

Saying he likes both groups and
hates to see them fighting, Mr.
Stryeski would have liked to have
seen some mediation but con-
cedes it is a little late for that now.

“It’s Manichean, very black and
white,” he said. “You look at
Garwood, and it’s either
Quattrocchi or Mathieu. It’s ei-
ther good or evil, depending on
which side you’re on.”Berkeley College

Announces Honors
AREA – Berkeley College an-

nounced the following student
has been named to Dean’s List at
Berkeley College for the Winter
2014 Quarter:

Dean’s List - Matthew Kleckner
of Cranford.

Berkeley College students who
achieve a grade point average of
3.50 or better with a minimum of
12 academic credits qualify for
the Dean’s List.

Probitas Verus Honos

Garwood GOP Panel, MayorGarwood Council Considers Eminent Domain

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe


