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CDC Announces Auditions
For Sweeney Todd

Masterwork Chorus
Hosts Summer Sings

Soloists Join NJ Festival
Orchestra Season Finale

WESTFIELD — Two renowned
soloists, soprano Lianne Coble and
mezzo-soprano Sarah Nelson Craft,
will join New Jersey Festival Orches-
tra, David Wroe Music Director, for a
rousing season finale presentation of
one of the grandest and most moving
works in the entire classical reper-
toire: Mahler’s Resurrection Sym-
phony on Saturday, May 31, in
Westfield and Sunday, June 1, in
Basking Ridge.

The Resurrection Symphony was
the first of the Austrian composer’s
symphonies to make use of voices
and words, as well as the orchestra. A
project as big as this demands power-
ful voices hence the orchestra’s part-
nership with two leading American
soloists.

Lauded by The New York Times as
having a voice of “melting, devo-
tional sweetness”, American soprano
Lianne Coble is a sought-after con-
cert, operatic, and chamber music
artist who has soloed with leading
American orchestras and is on the
choral roster of Musica Sacra, the
Clarion Music Society, Seraphic Fire,
and the Metropolitan Opera.

Sarah Nelson Craft with a “warm
mezzo-soprano [that] flutters so ef-
fortlessly” is a versatile singer who
has performed as a soloist in opera,
oratorio and song with leading Ameri-
can orchestras at Lincoln Center and
beyond.

Harmonium Choral Society, one

of N.J.’s finest choral organizations
under the direction of Dr. Anne
Matlack, as well as with special guests
Ridge High School A Cappella Hon-
ors Chorus also join the group for
what promises to be an exhilarating
collaborative performance.

“We are thrilled to be able to present
such a massive collaborative perfor-
mance. Audiences can expect monu-
mental sound and explosive results!,”
said NJFO Music Director David
Wroe.

The not-to-be-missed collaboration
titled “Rebirth and Renewal” has been
made possible through the generous
support of the NJ State Council on
the Arts, the Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation and The Westfield Foun-
dation.

Rebirth and Renewal takes place
on Saturday, May 31, at 7 p.m. at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield and
on Sunday, June 1, at 3 p.m. at Ridge
Performing Arts Center (Ridge High
School), Basking Ridge. Tickets
range in price from $25 to $75 with a
special discount price of $12 for stu-
dents. All ticket holders are invited to
attend a free pre-concert lecture by
Dr. Barbara Thomson 45 minutes
prior to the performance.

Tickets for both performances are
available for purchase on line at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org and by
phone at (908) 232 9400 (Westfield
performance) or (973) 408-3978
(Basking Ridge performance).

Sarah Nelson CraftLianne Coble

CRANFORD — Cranford Dramatic
Club Theatre (CDC), New Jersey’s
oldest community theatre, announced
auditions for Sweeney Todd, The De-
mon Barber of Fleet Street, music and
lyrics by Stephen Sondheim, book by
Hugh Wheeler.

Auditions will be Monday, June 9,
and Monday, June 16, at 7:30 p.m. with
Callbacks by invitation only on June 17
at 7:30 p.m. Rehearsals will begin in
August and will be scheduled around
performers outdates. The production is
scheduled for October 17, 18, 24, 25,
26, 31 and November 1,

Auditioners should  prepare be-
tween 32-64 bars of a song that best
shows off your voice. No lead sheets
and no a cappella . There will be a
copy of the score available to sing
from if you choose. It is encouraged,
but not required, to sing a song by
Stephen Sondheim. All roles are open
and none have been pre-cast. CDC is
seeking a cast of passionate per-
formers, non-traditional casting will
be considered. This will be a new,
innovative, dark production. Be-
cause of that, additional performers

who have experience in modern/con-
temporary dance are sought.

An infamous tale, Sweeney Todd, an
unjustly exiled barber, returns to 19th
century London seeking vengeance
against the lecherous judge who framed
him and ravaged his young wife. The
road to revenge leads Todd to Mrs.
Lovett, a resourceful proprietress of a
failing pie shop, above which he opens
a new barber practice. Mrs. Lovett’s
luck sharply shifts when Todd’s thirst
for blood inspires the integration of an
ingredient into her meat pies.

The director is Alan Van Antwerp ,
choreographer will be Megan
Ferentinos and Jack Bender is the mu-
sical director. Auditions will be held at
the Cranford Dramatic Club, 78 Winans
Avenue, Cranford.

Visit  www.cdctheatre.org for addi-
tional details and directions.

Funding has been made possible in
part by the NJ State Council on the
Arts, Dept. of State, a Partner Agency
of the National Endowment for the
Arts, through a grant administered by
the Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs.

CHATHAM — The Masterwork
Chorus will host its annual commu-
nity Summer Sings beginning
Wednesday, June 18, and continuing
every Wednesday through July 16 at
7:30 p.m. at the Chatham United
Methodist Church, 460 Main Street
(Route 124) in Chatham. Each week
features a prominent area conductor
leading singers in the masterworks
of the choral repertoire with profes-
sional soloists and accompanist.

Featured works and conductors
include Orff’s Carmina Burana and
Mendelssohn’s “Hear My Prayer”
with Andrew Megill (June 18),
Mozart’s “Requiem” and “Ave
Verum Corpus” and Brahms’ “Lass
Dich Nur Nichts” with Ryan

Brandau (June 25), the Fauré “Re-
quiem” and “Vivaldi Gloria” with
Marina Alexander (July 2), the Verdi
“Requiem” with Thomas Juneau
(July 9), and the Brahms A German
Requiem and the Fauré “Cantique
de Jean Racine” with Sun Min Lee
(Wednesday, July 16).

Admission to each sing is $14 and
includes refreshments and loaner
scores. Booklets containing five ad-
mission tickets are available for $60
and tickets may be shared. Student
and listener admission is $7.

For more information, including
directions to the sings and affilia-
tions of this year’s conductors, visit
Masterwork’s website at
www.masterwork.org.

NJWA Rock Workshop
Performs at Crossroads

ROCK ON…The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Rock Performance Work-
shop bands, Wrong Direction and Fang Thang, will perform at the Crossroads
in Garwood on Sunday, June 8. Group members pictured, front row, left to right,
are: Ebony Payne (bass), Alan Fang (vocals/guitar), Matt Latowsky (guitar),
Jasmine McMorran (vocals). Second row, left to right, are: William Rehwinkel
(keyboards), Conor Krueger (guitar), Jonathan Henel (drums ), Ben Tipton
(drums ) Pictured, back row, left to right, are: Glen Brown (director), John Bryan
(director) and Philip Rehwinkel (guitar).

SPF Arts Association
Holds Drawing Class

“Godzilla”
Big Deal

2 and ½ popcorns
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Deutscher Club Hosts
Biergarten, Waldfest
CLARK – The Deutscher Club of

Clark, located at 787 Featherbed
Lane, Clark, will host an authentic
German Biergarten on Friday, June
6, from 5:30 to 10 p.m. featuring a
Volkswagen Auto Show. Admission
$2 per person. The club will also host
Waldfest – Fathers Day Picnic on
Sunday, June 15, 12 noon to 6 p.m.
Admission is $5 per person, children
under 12 free. Both events are open
to the public.

Both events will be held outdoors
rain or shine in a large covered pavil-
ion and will feature German and
American food and beverages will be
available. No outside food or bever-
ages will be permitted. Free parking
and picnic tables are available.

Waldfest will include dancing to
the live music of The Adlers and
children’s activities will include a
parade. The crowning of Miss
Deutscher Club 2014 will also take
place.

No skates, skateboards, scooters,
bicycles or pets are allowed.

For more information call (732)
574-8600 or visit
www.deutscherclub.usa.

STILL LIFE…The Scotch Plains Fanwood Arts Association will host a still life
drawing class at its meeting on Sunday, June 1.

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD —
The Sunday, June 1, meeting of the
Scotch Plains Fanwood Arts Associa-
tion (SPFAA) will change from being
an oil painting demonstration to a still
life drawing class. Participants are
asked to bring their own materials for
drawing in pastel, pencil, watercolor
and acrylic. The meeting starts at 1
p.m. and will be held at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, 820 Jerusalem
Road, Scotch Plains. All are welcome.

The SPFAA will be hosting a bus
trip in July to the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art in New York City. The
date and details are to be announced.

SPFAA will not hold a monthly
meeting in July or August;  monthly

meetings will resume in September
on the second Sunday of the month at
1 p.m.

The Scotch Plains Fanwood Arts
Association is a group of fine artists,
crafters, photographers and sculptors
forming a social group to express and
enjoy their talents. All are welcome
who want to use their creative skills to
share, appreciate and grow with oth-
ers. A main goal of the Scotch Plains
Fanwood Arts Association is the inte-
gration of the arts into daily life through
informative demonstrations, discus-
sions and group trips. Visit the SPFAA
website at SPFAA.net or call Presi-
dent Sandra Cerchio at (908) 868-
8909.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

If you’re a grad student in film
school or a parent paying the tuition
for one, I have a suggestion for a
thesis that’ll surely pave the road to
career success and thus return Mom
and Pop to empty nester status. It’s
“A Godzilla for All Seasons.” It came
to me as I watched Gareth Edwards’s
“Godzilla,” the nth (actually, about
the 30th) permutation of the legend-
ary monster. One thing’s for sure:
The big guy (or is it gal?) keeps on
trucking.

Whether Godzilla is a metaphor or
just the embodiment of our need for
an occasional jolt of scariness, the
big brute certainly doesn’t let any
moss grow under his tootsies. In-
deed, the terror, known for an adapt-
ability born of its atomic birth, proves
its strongest suit is the continual abil-
ity to reinvent itself for succeeding
generations. As the old time carnival
barkers were so fond of informing,
“Step right up…it’s never old, it’s
never new.”

This go-round, a CGI-infused trav-
elogue that chronicles the title
character’s reappearance and subse-
quent travail, takes us from Tokyo, to
Las Vegas and then San Francisco.
The fire-breathing lizard stays true to
its enigmatic persona. In other words,
we’re not sure of his motivation or
ethos, whether he’s devil or
angel…only that the beast certainly
isn’t as innately evil as the heinous
M.U.T.O.s (Massive Unidentified
Terrestrial Organisms) that have con-
currently arrived to mate and feast on
our planet’s radiation.

Ooh, they’re bad and surely a tes-
tament that, while beauty is in the eye
of the beholder, conversely ugliness
can depend on how severe a threat
one is deemed. And these pterodac-
tyl-like, slimily skeevy ogres sure are
hideous. Luckily and true to recent
form, the Sizable Slither is more con-
cerned with decimating this repug-
nant competition for nuclear grub
than chomping on skinny old us.

Besides, the bathetically hackneyed
subplots perpetrated between the vio-
lent bursts of attacking M.U.T.O.s
would surely bore him to death.

While not wishing to do the same
to you, good form stipulates a synop-
sis. In quick order, it’s a generational
tale that begins in Japan, circa 1990s.
As a result of the harm that comes to
his wife (Juliet Binoche) at the nuclear
reactor plant where they worked, sci-
entist Joe Brody (Bryan Cranston)
develops a white whale relationship
with the unexplained havoc. He in-
sists it’s a cover up.

Fast forward and son Ford, played
by Aaron Taylor-Johnson, is all grown
up, married, a daddy in his own right
and a naval explosives dismantler a la
“Hurt Locker” (2008). Things are
good. Gee, if only his dad could get
over having his life torn asunder.
Living as a hermit and surrounded by
scads of newspaper clippings and
wallpapered equations, his trespasses
back in Japan require intermittent
intercession from the deadpan bomb
diffuser.

Now, at the risk of sounding cold,
these people should all live and be
well, but preferably in another
movie…one I don’t review. They are
really dull. OK, the kid (Carson
Bolde) is cute. But enough already.
We want Godzilla!

Alas, when he arrives, though still
largely dependent on what you were
expecting, it’s kind of fun. He brings
with him a nostalgia quotient. Like
crazy old Mr. Delansky next door
who scared the bejesus out of you
when you were little, he’s now come
to represent a part of our past and,
because he hasn’t killed us yet, earns
an odd sort of sympathy. Hey, this
survival of the fittest stuff isn’t his
fault. And psst … he might be an ally.

Culturally, he has become the Big
Kitsch, the pink transistor radio of
movie monsters. Doubtlessly to
please our sentimentality, he is con-
structed to look like the rubberized
version of him that ruled your toy
box, only a little bigger. Dialogue full
of cheesy patter pays homage to the
primordial, B movie heritage that
spawned the franchise, a freak of
commercial serendipity as whimsi-
cal as the fictitious beast’s origin.
Though still no Barney, he’s not
very scary.

Enjoying this childhood fear con-
quered, we bask in our courage, yet
don’t completely discount the pos-
sibility of becoming collateral casu-
alties when the infamous amphibian
slaps his tail…incidentally the only
time when that extra 3-D fee isn’t ill
spent. But as V.P of Film Critics
Local 53, I have a bone to pick.

Were it not for the film criticizing
conundrum the contemporary
dragon represents, my 2 and ½ pop-
corn rating would suggest you wait
until he’s available at Netflix or any
of the other secondary options. But
the sly Hollywood survivor conceit-
edly knows that for true fans and
curiosity seekers, it’s the big screen
or nothing. Hence, “Godzilla” is not
only omnipotent, but also, as box
office receipts attest, accursedly re-
view-proof.

….
“Godzilla,” rated PG-13, is a

Warner Bros. release directed by
Gareth Edwards and stars Aaron Tay-
lor-Johnson, Bryan Cranston and Ken
Watanabe. Running time: 123 min-
utes.

SPRING CONCERT…Middle School students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
in Edison display their performing arts talents at the Spring Concert and Art
Show on May 15.

GARWOOD  — Rock ‘n’ Roll en-
thusiasts will have an exciting opportu-
nity to hear some of the greatest rock
tunes, while supporting the performing
arts, when the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts Rock Performance Work-
shop bands perform at the Crossroads,
78 North Avenue, Garwood on Sun-
day, June 8, from 1 to 4 p.m. Admission
for the concert is $5.

The two bands, known as Wrong
Direction and Fang Thang, will be
making their second appearance at this
venue since February. This fundraising
concert, for the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts, will include songs by such
artists as Jimi Hendrix, Metallica, the
Eagles, Muse, Queen of the Stone Age,
Red Hot Chili Peppers, and more.

Directors, guitarist Glen Brown and
percussionist John Bryan, have met
weekly on Saturday nights at the NJWA
studios to guide these young musicians
as they perfected their musical skills
and enjoyed the atmosphere of rocking
out with their peers. Mr. Brown has
taught and performed professionally
and has been involved in various re-
cording projects. His experience in com-
position and performance spans many
genres, but he finds a focus in modern

and pop. Mr. Bryan is an accomplished
percussionist in the music field and is
well known in the New York, New
Jersey and West Coast club scene. A
member of the Whirling Dervishes,
Mr. Bryan has opened for artists such
as Patti Smith, the Fixx, Billy Squire,
the Goo Goo Dolls, Jewel and The
Romantics.

In commenting on their progress
since their workshop began, Mr. Brown
said, “The spring Rock Performance
Workshop groups outdid themselves.
All the members individually and col-
lectively in their groups have accom-
plished a great deal. By playing for
large audiences at the Furniture Assist
Fundraiser and Westfield Spring Fling
they’ve shown the strides they have
made as musicians and as bands. The
music has gotten more complex but
stays fun and authentically rockin’.
This particular event at the Crossroads
promises to be a great time for all ages.”

For more information about the Rock
Performance Workshop, call (908) 789-
9696 or visit the NJWA studios at 150-
152 East Broad Street, Westfield. For
information on this or any other pro-
gram of the NJWA, log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

gives the OK. It seems that every
time I fly, at least one person gets up
before we’ve even reached the clouds
and either rummages through the
overhead compartment or heads to
the lavatory.

Again, remember that you are not
aboard your personal jet. Refresh-
ments and food will be served when
the flight attendants are ready to do
so, not when you are ready. And do
not expect immediate busboy ser-
vice to clear your tray when you’ve
finished eating. Your seat is not a La-
Z-Boy recliner; there is someone
sitting behind you so pushing your
seat all the way back just so you can
be at your most comfortable is rude.
As for the dreaded arm rest rules,
everyone has their own way of do-
ing it: First come, first served; equal
sharing; outright domination. It is
your call.

When it comes to the window and
whether the shade stays up or down,
my rule is whoever sits next to the
window controls the shade although
it does not hurt to ask—pleasantly—
to have it lowered if the sun is shin-
ing directly in. I love the window
seat because I love looking down at
the earth from several miles up. If I
always closed the shade, I would
have missed spotting all the cities
and towns from the air. Or violent
lightning storms in the distance. Or
that mysterious rocket launch pad I
saw in the middle of the desert some-
where in Arizona or New Mexico.

Once your plane lands, remember
this: The moment the seat belt sign
goes off does not mean you should
jump up and get your bag out of the
overhead, especially if you are seated
in the back. Instead, unbuckle and
relax. You are going to be waiting
for a while. I saw someone on a
recent flight seated near the back
who must have stored his carry-on
up near the front. When we landed,
as soon as the seat belt sign went off,
he leaped from his seat and sprinted
20 rows to the front of the plane to
retrieve his bag.

The rule for getting off a plane is
the same as getting on: Step lively
and keep things moving! When it is
your row’s turn to exit, find your
carry-ons and proceed to the exit.
Do not stop and rummage through
your bags while others wait. Impor-
tant conversations can wait until you
are inside the terminal. Do a good
deed and assist someone who might
be having trouble yanking their 50
pound bag out of the overhead. I
keep waiting for the day when some-
one trying to manage an unwieldy
and heavy suitcase drops it on
someone’s head.

Your ultimate reward for conduct-
ing yourself in a civil and intelligent
manner aboard the airplane? You get
to wait at the interminable baggage
claim, watching that empty conveyor
belt go round and round and round
while you mentally plan your next
trip.
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Airport Rules

Wardlaw-Hartridge Students Display Talents
EDISON — Middle School students

at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in
Edison displayed their fine and per-
forming arts talents at the Spring Con-
cert and Art Show on May 15.

Highlights of the art show included
eighth grade clay heroes, seventh grade
steam punk portraits and sixth grade
masks which reflect their personalities.
Briella Payami of Scotch Plains (steam
punk portrait) had her works selected
for the permanent Middle School art
collection.

The Sixth Grade Band opened the
show with “Ayre and Dance.”  The
Boys’ Choir began the vocal part of
the performance with “If You’ve Only
Got a Moustache.”  The Sixth Grade
Choir sang “The Battle of Jericho.”

The Seventh and Eighth Grade
Band played “Green Passacaglia,”
The Girls’ Choir sang “Loch
Lomond” featuring solos by Aanandi
Murlidharan of Edison, Sydney Rose
of North Plainfield and Kallie
Schildge of Westfield, and “Let it
Go.” The Middle School Jazz Band
played “Hazel Takes a Stroll” and
“Fly Like a Turkey” before the Saxo-
phone Quartet ended the instrumen-
tal part of the evening with
Beethoven’s “Seventh Symphony
Theme” and “It Don’t Mean a Thing.”

The Seventh and Eighth Grade
Choir sang “Sing, Sing, Sing” before
the Combined Choirs closed the night
with a splendid rendition of “Turn the
World Around.”


