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HOMES FOR SALE AND UNDER CONTRACT WITH DAVID REALTY GROUP

1 Pitching Way
Scotch Plains

FOR SALE $669,000

1926 Inverness Drive
Scotch Plains

FOR SALE $674,900

511 South Chestnut Street
��������

FOR SALE $649,000

1121 Wychwood Road
��������

FOR SALE $729,000

244 Milltown Road
�	
������

UNDER CONTRACT 

740 Embree Crescent
��������

UNDER CONTRACT 

740 St. Marks Avenue
��������

UNDER CONTRACT 

32 Ayers Lane
Clark

UNDER CONTRACT 

SANCHEZ, BALIATICO, JOHNSON, McGUIRE, CR 4X4 WIN

Raider Boys, Lady Cougars
Place 3rd at Sectional Track

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Strong individual performances
helped catapult the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys and girls
track & field teams to third and fourth
place, respectively, and the Cranford
High School girls to third place at the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 tour-
nament at Hub Stine Field in Plainfield
on May 23-24.

The Raider boys had two individual
champions and totaled 45 and the
Cougar boys placed 12th with a total
of 19, while Mendham won with a
total of 100. The Lady Cougars to-
taled 72 and won an individual event
and one relay event, and the Raiders
totaled 53 and had two individual
champs. The Mendham girls took
top honors with 111 points.

The Westfield High School boys
finished 10th in the Section 2, Group
4 meet in Basking Ridge with a total
of 21,5. Phillipsburg took the top
rung with a total of 78. The Blue
Devil girls placed ninth with a total
of 19. Columbia took first with a
total of 112.

Running in lane 5 on Day 1, Raider
Tori Baliatico used a strong kick after
clearing the final hurdle to cross first
in the 400 intermediate hurdles with
a time of 1:04.02. Cougars Anna Fitch
at 1:04.4 and Laura Van Horn at
1:07.31 finished 3-7.

“The hand time from Mr. [Coach
Jeff] Koegel was 63.8ish, which is
one of my best times. I felt good
going over the hurdles. I might have
hit one of the hurdles, but I got right
back into the race and kept running,”
Baliatico said.

Unlike in previous meets, the com-
petitors got to experience the off-
and-on warm weather on Day 1.

“It actually kept me warm and on
the track, it’s so much hotter than off
the track, but it felt good to be actu-
ally able to run in the warm weather,”
Baliatico said.

Baliatico was aware of the fierce
competition that Fitch and Van Horn
offered.

“I ran against them a couple of
times, so I knew how they run and I
knew I had to do better and try to
win,” Baliatico said.

Fitch, a junior, has been a pleasant
surprise to Cougar Head Coach John
Schiano, especially in the 400 hurdles.

“She’s just learning the event. She
can only go up from here. Running a
64 after never hurdling before and we
get a whole other year out of her, so
things are looking good for next year.
She’s been a stud for us, a great find,”
he said.

In the field, Raider Briana Johnson
won the discus with a toss of 99-3.
Cougar Maranda Brown took third at
92-10, while Raiders Taylor Down-
ing at 91-8 and Darya Ganzha at 85-
10 placed 5-6.

Cougar Ashley McGuire crossed
first in the 100 hurdles with a time of
15.21, while Cougar Jenna
Ellenbacher at 16.03 and Baliatico at
16.6 finished 3-4.

“I was a little nervous, because my
start is always off. I was focusing on
my race, nobody else but me. I’m
hoping I hit a PR [personal record].
Hoping! I feel like I did,” McGuire
said.

“I really just wanted to go out there

Blue Devils Cage Tigers, 14-4, in Section Softball
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“Once we went up 5-4 with one run
like insurance, we really felt the flow,”
Scarano commented.

“She does not have issues throwing
strikes whenever she wants to. She
might walk one a game, maybe. To
start off that way was definitely a
little rocky. She didn’t have control
over her spins, she didn’t have con-
trol over the strike zone. To her credit,
the bats came out, chipped away from
the lead and she bounced back and
put us into the driver’s seat. That’s
what competitors do,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Caitlyn MacDonald said.

The 21-2 Blue Devils recorded 12
hits but also enjoyed the accompani-
ment of nine walks and a hit batter.
Chrissy Ferraro, who had been bat-
ting in various parts of the lineup
throughout the season, was in the No.
2 spot after leadoff hitter Cali
Chambliss. And it worked out well as
she produced two hits, walked once
and scored four runs.

“That’s where we have been doing
very good. With Cali up, it’s like 1-2,
1-2. That’s been working and we have
been sticking with it. Even if I did get
out and they are playing tight, she
moves over [to third] anyway,” Ferraro
said.

Chambliss thumped a three-run
triple, singled, walked twice and
scored three times. Julia Criscuolo
drilled a two-run double, singled and

scored twice. Shannon Schaefer
singled twice, took one for the team
and scored once. Scarano singled,
walked twice, scored once and had
two RBI. Sam Velez singled, scored
once and had an RBI. Liz Fox chopped
a two-run single, Bobbi Snyder
walked twice, singled and scored once
and Rebecca Kaufman walked twice
and scored once.

Linden right fielder Mihalia Sarris
pulled off three fine catches, two that
robbed Fox of hits with the first one,
which was in the first inning, being
the most spectacular. Leftfielder
Ashley Paulino also added a fine run-
ning catch in foul territory.

The Blue Devils also performed
some magic in the field, four in par-
ticular. The first came in the second
inning when centerfielder Ferraro
grabbed a fly ball and fired a rifle to
home in time to get the runner who
tagged up from third to complete a
double play. Next, Chambliss at short-
stop, demonstrated her range in the
third inning when she ran down a fly
ball on the foul side of the leftfield
line.

“I was saying, ‘Cali! You go!’ That
was awesome,” Ferraro commented.

Ferraro made the most spectacular
catch when she chased a deep shot
toward the centerfield fence in the
fourth inning and, with her back to
home plate, hauled it in. Third

baseman Velez, even with a broken
nose, made the final magical move
with a diving, dirt accumulating snag
in the sixth.

“When it came off the bat, I knew
I had to get it. I had to turn around and
sprint. I saw it and caught it. It went
right in,” Ferraro explained.

“Every time it’s hit out there, I
think she’s got it. The defense is awe-
some. I feel comfortable letting the
field make the plays,” Scarano said.

“Chrissy! This is not the first time
she’s done that. There’s a reason she’s
our centerfielder. Velez is a scrappy
player. Coming up with that catch is
big, because that makes it a 1-2-3
inning. We played solid defense to-
day, and we had to. That made Elena
relax, it made our bats relax and we
all were doing individually what we
needed to do,” Coach MacDonald
said.

The Tigers began the game with
two straight walks then Kathleen
Walsh slashed a two-run double to
right. Her sister Shannon followed
with an RBI double to the same loca-
tion, and Samantha Bowbliss hopped
an RBI single over second.

The Blue Devils answered with
two in the bottom of the inning.
Ferraro and Criscuolo both singled,
Schaefer took a fastball to the arm
and Scarano walked with the bases
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PASSING THE BATON...Cougar Anna Fitch, left, receives the baton from Katie Romanovich in the 4x100 relay.
Romanovich, Fitch, Bella DeSimone and Ashley McGuire placed fourth in the event with a time of 51.53.
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Courtesy of Bill Howard for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GROUP 4 NORTH CHAMPIONS...The Blue Devils celebrate their victory after defeating Bridgewater-Raritan, 10-5, for
the North Jersey Group 4 crown on May 24. The Blue Devils faced Southern Regional in Somerville on May 28 for the
Group 4 championship.

More at Ballyhoo Sports


