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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Kessler Does His Job(s)
With Little Fanfare

WHS senior Jack Kessler (right) works on his technique with assistant lacrosse
coach and faceoff specialist Chris Mattes.

Jack Kessler doesn’t mind the
anonymity. Really. He’s played two
varsity sports – football and lacrosse –
at WHS, at a very high level. But you’d
almost never know it. Accurate center
snaps or face-offs won – they aren’t as
big with announcers and fans as touch-
downs and goals.

But Kessler is out there doing a
bang-up job, both with (football) and
without (lacrosse) pads.

During football season he was the
offensive center the past two years, a
key position in a spread offense that
requires a quick, accurate five-yard
snap back to the quarterback. His po-
sition coach was Matt Andzel (’02), a
standout lineman during his WHS play-
ing days.

In the spring, he is lacrosse’s “fogo”
– an acronym for “face off, get off.” He
hunkers down at midfield after every
goal and his job is to win the face-off
and gain possession of the ball for
Westfield. He works mostly with Chris
Mattes (’07), a former WHS soccer
and lacrosse star, and a face-off spe-
cialist.

“Yeah, both positions are pretty
anonymous,” Kessler said. “I prob-
ably get more credit in lacrosse for
face-offs because all the attention is
centered on me for a few seconds. As
a ‘fogo’ I generally have to get off (the
field) right after the face-off, although
my coaches encourage me to shoot.
I’ve taken some shots, but don’t have
any goals. I do shooting drills every
day and I play defensive middle dur-
ing situational drills. I have to be ready.”

Only those in the know, know just
how good Kessler has played. His
season’s scoreline on the internet box
score reveals no goals, no assists, no
points … and 120 ground balls. While
many parents and casual fans may like
the goals, the coaches and knowledge-
able parents love the ground balls.
That’s where the games are won or lost
– possession.

Kessler has been an invaluable per-
former, never more than in Saturday’s
10-5 win over Bridgewater-Raritan in
the state North Group 4 championship
game victory. (The Blue Devils played
Southern Regional last night for the
state Group 4 championship, looking
for their first state title since winning
back-to-back crowns in 1986 and
1987.) Time and again he won the
face-off and allowed WHS to set up its
patient attack.

A two-year letter winner as a
midfielder, Kessler has won nearly 70

percent of his face-offs, and that’s
against one of the state’s toughest
schedules. A lot of the credit for that
goes to Mattes, who in addition to
coaching at WHS is also an instructor
at The Face-off Academy in Berkeley
Heights and also finds time to play
professional lacrosse with the Florida
Launch of the Major Lacrosse League.

“Jack is definitely a top-of-the-line
‘fogo,’ ” Mattes said. “He’s also one
who’s under the radar. Nobody ex-
pected him to do what he’s done in his
first year. He’s won 70 percent of his
face-offs against some really tough
guys. Jack’s a great kid, someone you
love having in the locker room. I hope
he gets the opportunity at the next
level (Boston College) because he has
the talent, size, work ethic, grades and
personality for it.”

Kessler is a “legacy,” one of several
sons of former players from the early
days of WHS lacrosse – Chris and Pat
Aslanian, Luke and Owen Prybylski,
Pat Decker, Kevin Frega, Toby
Burgdorf  and Andrew Castellone.
Kessler’s father John (’82) and uncle
Fred (’80) both played football and
lacrosse at WHS. They both were co-
captains of their respective lacrosse
teams, and John earned all-state hon-
ors. So it’s no surprise then that Jack
has heard all the stories about the good
old days.

“My dad and uncle Fred talk all the
time about the old days,” Kessler said.
“Usually it’s about coach (Gary)
Kehler’s two-a-day practices and how
they got to play at the Meadowlands
for the state (football) championship.
They valued both experiences a lot
and wouldn’t trade them for anything.

“My dad gives me advice on things,
but it’s more motivation than advice
on technique. He leaves that to the
coaches. I can remember when he first
got me to play football and lacrosse,
and when we had our first lacrosse
catch in our backyard. He’s been a big
supporter all the way.”
BASEBALL, SOFTBALL ALIVE

The baseball and softball teams are
each four wins from a state title, which
would be the first in school history for
either, or both.

Mike Androconis and Jack Bunting
pitched the 19-3 Devils to a 5-2 win
over Scotch Plains, and into Tuesday’s
sectional semifinal against
Bridgewater-Raritan. Anthony
Perconte had another game-saving
catch in center field. The win was their
16th in a row, one short of the school

record set in 1995.
Cali Chambliss, Chrissy Ferraro,

Julia Criscuolo and Shannon Schaefer
led the 22-3 softball team past Linden,
14-4, advancing to Tuesday’s sectional
semifinal at Watchung Hills. The girls
had an 11-game win streak ended last
Thursday by Immaculata.

The sectional finals, for Tuesday’s
winners, are tomorrow.

TRACK UPDATE
The track teams had no individual

winners, but they both had many per-
sonal bests and some outstanding time
drops, finishing ninth (girls) and 10th
(boys) in the sectional championships
last weekend. Seniors Gabby Stravach
and Matt Luppino each scored in two
events.

‘BILLIEVE’ A $UCCE$$
With over 100 people participating,

Siobhan Hunziker raised over $11,000
for what was called the “Billieve” Two-
Mile Walk, May 10 at Nomahegan
Park, Cranford. The eighth-grader
teamed up with Make-A-Wish New
Jersey to honor her father, the late Bill
Hunziker (’76), a standout wrestler at
WHS who passed away in December
2012. Because of the amount of money
she raised, Siobhan gets to select the
child who will receive a wish made
true from the Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion.

SWENSON TO NOTRE DAME
Chris Swenson (SPF, ’00) is proof

that good things happen to good
people. He just accepted a job handing
swimming operations at the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame.

“It’s a huge opportunity and I’m
excited to see where it leads,” Swenson
said. “The NCAA only allows two
coaches, so there won’t be much coach-
ing. But it will open some doors and
could eventually land me a job in the
Ivy League or another quality pro-

gram. It’s a lot of logistics, but I get to
recruit and write workouts. I just can’t
officially coach.”

Swenson was a key member of the
’99 SPF team that won the Union
County championship, ending WHS’s
streak of 42 consecutive years as
county champs. His youngest brother
Eric (Metuchen St. Joseph ’04) was
captain of the Notre Dame swim team
in 2008.

IN PASSING
It’s been a tough week …
Jack Wilson (’70) passed away on

May 20 after a two-year battle with
melanoma. Jack was 62. He was on the
1968-70 WHS swim teams, some of
the best in state history. They won
three county titles, two Eastern
Interscholastics and three state cham-
pionships. Jack, an all-American sprint
freestyler, swam on a winning 400
relay at Easterns and a winning med-
ley relay at states.

On May 19, former Holy Trinity
basketball and baseball coach Jim
Dougher passed away. He was 80. The
Westfield native coached the Blue
Braves to baseball state titles in 1966
and 1969 before coaching at Stonehill
College, where his teams twice quali-
fied for the NCAA tourney. His grand-
son Bryan (SPF ’08) is the all-time
scoring leader at Stonehill.

Mike Pattyson (’63), my across-the-
street neighbor on Embree Crescent –
in between the Gigon and Tinnesz
families – passed away on May 13. As
a Captain in the Marine Corps he won
a Purple Heart in Vietnam. He was the
stepfather of Aimee Stout (’92), a 2012
Hall of Fame inductee. Sure am glad
we reconnected in November 2012,
when she was inducted.

Catherine (Kay) Felter, 89, the
mother of WHS baseballer Charlie
(’61), and WHS basketballers Bob
(’65) and Dennis (’67), passed away
on May 21.

Ed Joffe, 69, a longtime Westfield
Booster Club member and father of
WHS athletes Ed (’95), Brian (’97)
and Sean (’00), passed away on May 6.

‘BLUE DEVIL JEOPARDY’
In the June 19 Devil’s Den, we will

present “Blue Devil Jeopardy” – a
four-stage, 20-answer puzzle – to find
out who is the bluest Blue Devils fan.
Details to follow.

Senior Chris Callahan scored what
turned out to be the winning goal late
in the fourth quarter to give the third-
seeded Westfield High School boys
lacrosse team an 8-7 victory over the
eighth-ranked, 14-5 Ridge Red Dev-
ils in the semifinal round of the North
Jersey, Group 4 tournament at Bask-
ing Ridge on May 22.

Then on May 24 in Bridgewater, the
Blue Devils took out the top-seeded
No. 13 Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers,
10-5, to seize the championship.

Trailing 7-5 against the Red Dev-
ils, the 10-9 Blue Devils scored three

unanswered goals in the final quarter.
Junior Luke Prybylski fired in three
goals and added an assist, while Pat
Aslanian netted two goals and an
assist. Dane Huber and Pat Decker
also scored a goal. Goalkeeper Alex
D’Amato made four saves and gave
up five goals in the first half, and
keeper Toby Burgdorf made six saves
and allowed two goals.

Against the 10-8 Panthers, Chris
Aslanian notched three goals and
added an assist. Prybylski punched in
three goals, Pat Aslanian netted a pair
of goals and an assist and Dan Huber
contributed four assists. Owen
Colwell and Pat Decker each added a
goal. Griffin Figel led the Panthers
with three goals and an assist.

The Blue Devils were to face South-
ern for the Group 4 championship at
Somerville on May 28. See photo
courtesy of Bill Howard on page 15.
Westfield 1 3 1 3 8
Ridge 4 1 2 0 7

Westfield 3 2 4 1 10
Bridgewater 0 2 1 2 5

Blue Devil Boys Stun Ridge,
Bridgewater for Lax Crown

UNION COUNTY RUGBY CLUB INTRODUCES
Westfield Blue Devils Pal Flag Rugby 
CO-ED Non-Contact Flag Rugby

Summer 2014 June 17
th

July 26
th

Age Groups

OWLS: CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES K-1

FALCONS: CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES 2-3

HAWKS:       CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES 4-6

EAGLES: CHILDREN ENTERING GRADES 7-9

Fees: $70.00 (SIBLINGS $60.00)
Included in price:

Official Team Shirt and BPA free Water Bottle

VELCRO TEAM SHORTS ARE REQUIRED $20.00

Our program teaches basic ball skills, game rules and team play, in 
a fun and enjoyable atmosphere. All participants play and are 
involved on an equal basis. Parents wishing to volunteer to help 
with practices or running home events most welcome. 

For more information contact

Mary Beth Doherty 908-764-6776 or mbdoherty74@gmail.com

To Register go to

mudturtlerugbyyouth.com

Westfield PAL 

Flag Rugby
Summer 2014

Invite Holly in,
and she’ll bring results!

Holly Cohen
Sales Representative

Call Holly
For More Information
Cell: 908-693-7544

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

Holly Cohen and Weichert Realtors are pleased to present 904 Boulevard located in the premier
community of Westfield. Impeccably renovated in 2006, this classic 5 bedroom Tudor style home
beautifully articulates the very best of the late 1920’s architectural design...detailed millwork and
refined elegance with a tasteful selection of top quality upgrades and amenities for today’s lifestyle.
Set on a masterfully landscaped .44 acre offering a profusion of specimen plantings, stone patios,
front to back Belgian block wall, view from rooftop deck, mature shade trees, garden house and
meticulously manicured lawns, you are surrounded by your own private wonderland. Top rated
schools, vibrant downtown Westfield, New York transportation, parks and recreation are all just
minutes away. 904 Boulevard would be the perfect choice to call home...Call Holly at (908) 693-
7544 for your personal tour today! www.seetheproperty.com/134091. Price upon request.

Open House: Sunday, June 1st • 1-4pm
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