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Blue Devils Stop Raiders, 5-2, in Section Baseball
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

just that good,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Bob Brewster said.

When Jack Bunting entered in the
sixth inning to relieve, he may not
have had his best stuff, but he did
what he had to do and finished his two
innings, allowing two hits, two walks
and one run.

“We have some of the best pitching
in the state. We are not going to let up
a lot of runs. We score like three or
four runs, we are confident we are

going to get a win,” Androconis said.
Centerfielder Anthony Perconte

made most catches seem easy, but he
was definitely put to the test in the
fourth inning when Raider Chris Gib-
bons launched a shot toward the fence.
Perconte fired up the jets and chased
it down to save a pair of runs.

“Anthony! I got to thank him for
that, because he hit a shot off of me
and I saw him run back. He just kept
running. I knew Anthony had that. I
knew with his speed, he was going to
get that ball,” Androconis said.

“I didn’t know if I was going to
catch it off the bat. It was hit hard. I just
turned around. You never know if
you’re going to catch those balls until
the last couple of steps,” Perconte said.

“That was the play of the game. His
catch in centerfield, it was 2-0 at the
time, and that ball drops in, we tie it
up and who knows how the game
goes. Instead, they added another run
in the next inning. That was one of the
best catches we’ve seen. That changed
all the momentum,” Raider Head
Coach Tom Baylock said.

“There’s not many better
centerfielders than Anthony Perconte.

He is unbelievable. The catches he
made and the two hits he had is unbe-
lievable. Nobody knows how good
that kid really is. He loves the game,”
Coach Brewster said.

Gibbons also made a spectacular
diving catch in centerfield robbing
Matt Storcks of a hit and a pair of RBI
in the second inning. Leftfielder
Christian Isolda also made a fine snag
of a line drive in the fourth inning.

“We hit the ball as well as I felt all

year and we only got five runs to
show for it. We hit line drives all over
the place. The centerfielder made
great plays, the leftfielder made a
couple. They were making amazing
diving catches, but if we keep hitting
line drives they will find a hole,”
Perconte said.

Raider starter Garrett Zito pitched
two outs into the fourth inning before
he was relieved by Owen Monahan,
who pitched to one batter in the in-
ning and to four in the fifth where he
gave up two hits and a run. Christian
Zazzali entered in the seventh and
yielded a run on one hit and a walk.
Zito allowed three runs on four hits,
three walks and a hit batter.

Perconte had two of the 19-3 Blue
Devils’ seven hits, a single in the first
and an RBI triple in the fourth, He
added another RBI in the sixth. Zazzali
had a single and both RBI for the
Raiders.

Kevin Maxwell hacked a leadoff
single in the top of the second, but
Ionta gunned him down attempting
to steal second to set up a scoreless
frame. In the Blue Devils’ second,
Ionta drew a leadoff walk, but his

pinch runner was picked off first by
catcher JT Beirne. Marc Luino singled
and Chris Hogge followed with a
single that was mishandled, allowing
both runners to advance a base. Dan
DoCampo’s grounder to third resulted
in a throw to the plate that got by
Beirne. Luino and Hogge scored,
making the score, 2-0.

After Perconte’s performance in
center prevented the Raiders from
scoring in the fourth, the Blue Devils
took a 3-0 lead when Cal Robertshaw,
who walked, scored on Perconte’s
triple that skid past the diving Gib-
bons.

In the Raider fifth, Matt Marino
drilled a double and tagged up on a fly
out to right. Zito walked then Marino
scored on Zazzali’s force out to short.
Ionta then picked off Zazzali at first to
end the inning. Westfield took a 4-1
lead in the bottom of the inning when
Chris Arena doubled and scored on
Ionta’s single to right-center.

The Blue Devils added its fifth run in
the sixth when Hogge, who reached on
an error, scored on Perconte’s groundout
to second. The Raiders scored their
final run in the seventh when Zazzali
rapped an RBI single to left, scoring
Marino’s pinch runner Jeremy
Scialdino.

“Both pitchers did well, kept hit-
ters off-balance. We hit a couple of
balls at them and a couple of their
balls fell in. It’s always a dogfight
when we play these guys,” Coach
Baylock said.

Next, the Blue Devils would host
Bridgewater-Raritan in the semis on
May 26.

“They are a good team. Brad’s
[DeMartino] a big game pitcher. He’s
going to pitch well, and we are ready,”
Perconte said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 010 1 2
Westfield 020 111 x 5

McCAFFREY, SMITH RBI; TROTTER, KNIGHT SCORE

Minutemen Knock Baseball
Cougars Out of Sync, Win 4-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Minuteman pitcher William Marte
mixed his pitches well and kept the
Cranford Cougar batters out of sync
to lead the Elizabeth High School
baseball team to a 4-2 regular-season
victory at Memorial Field in Cranford
on May 20.

Marte, who recorded only three
strikeouts in his complete game,
pitched a four-hitter, while walking
one and hitting a batter. Tommy Trot-
ter, Jack McCaffrey, Sam Scher and
Mike Smith were the only Cougars to
get a hit.

“He was starting us off with an off-
speed pitch usually. He was dropping
the curveball for a strike, keeping us
off. He stayed away from his fastball.
We were getting ourselves out and he
was making the pitches,” Cougar se-
nior Matt Ravetier said.

The Cougars did get a chance to see
Marte on the mound earlier in the
season.

“He came in relief in the first game
against us and he did a good job,”

Ravetier said.
Sophomore Tom Feeney started on

the mound for the Cougars and was
doing an equally fine job against the
Minutemen until he ran into some
difficulty in the seventh inning and
was relieved by Ravetier. Feeney gave
up two runs in the first six innings and
was charged with a third in the sev-
enth. He finished allowing six hits and
only one walk, while striking out two.

“He’s pitched well for our team.
He’s constantly solid. Unfortunately
he didn’t get the win today,” Ravetier
said.

The Minutemen finished with eight
hits and were led by designated hitter
Feliz Garlandza and Elliott Lopez,
who each had two hits, and Mike
Accella, who scored twice.

Trotter made several fine catches
in centerfield but not more impres-
sive than the low liner he snagged in
the second inning. Third baseman
John Oblachinski used his football
mentality to smother a hard chopper
and scramble to third in time to record
a force out. Minuteman Sean Downey
kept his cools after he stumbled in a
rut in center but still managed to snag
McCaffrey’s drive, while sitting on
the ground in the fourth inning.

The Cougars struck first with a run
in the bottom of the first. Trotter
tapped a single to center, stole second
and scored on McCaffrey’s single to
left-center. The Minutemen infield-
ers avoided further damage with a

SPF PAL Football
Registration Available:

Registration for the 204 Scotch
Plains Fanwood PAL Football Camp
under the direction of SPF Head
Coach Jon Stack and cheerleading
seasons will beheld Saturday, May
31, and Saturday, June 7, from 9 a.m.
to 12 p.m. at the Scotch Plains Police
Station. Registration forms are avail-
able to be filled out by going to the
PAL site: spfpal.com
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Baylock Resigns:
Tom Baylock resigned after 11

years as the Raiders’ Head Coach. In
his first year, 2004, Baylock’s team
won the Union County Tournament
(UCT) Championship with a 3-1 vic-
tory over Roselle Catholic and fin-
ished the season with an 18-5 record.

The Raiders won the UCT title
again in 2009, this time in a classic
10-inning, 2-1 victory over the Blue
Devils pitting Raider pitcher Gary
Binkiewicz and Blue Devil fireballer
Chris Jenkins, who both had to leave
the mound ater nine innings tied at 1-
1. John Maxwell knocked in the win-
ning run and reliever Jon Kosnick
picked up the victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLOSE CALL...Raider Christian Zazzali nearly gets picked off at first base on
this play in the fifth inning, but does get picked off a few moments later when Blue
Devil first baseman Cal Robertshaw makes the tag.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLOWING HOME FOR THE FIRST RUN...Mike Accella slides home safely past Cougar catcher Sam Scher, No. 21, for
the Minutemen’s first run in the third inning. Elizabeth defeated the Cougars, 4-2, at Memorial Field on May 20.
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WESTFIELD...Just Listed. The Luxury Townhomes on Carleton are just
the solution for the executive commuter who is seeking a large brand new
residence with a quick commute to Manhattan. Still time to choose your
custom kitchen cabinetry and granite counters for the Kitchen that boasts
a Bertazzoni Professional 6 burner range. Offering 3-4 Bedrooms and 4 1/2
Baths, this stunning new construction can be ready for a July Closing. Call
for floor plans and a list of the included features. Offered at $839,000.

WESTFIELD...New Listing. Get ready to fall in love with this mint
condition 2 Bedroom, 2 Full Bath Colonial. This cream puff features such
creature comforts as a new Kitchen with granite countertops and stainless
steel appliances and two recently updated baths. There is a paver patio
that overlooks the private, landscaped yard. Ideal location on a gorgeous
tree lined street near NYC Train, restaurants, shopping and schools. This
exceptional home can be yours for $449,000.

WESTFIELD...New Listing.  Gracious turn of the century American
Foursquare is ideally located near downtown and NYC Train. Charm and detail
abound in this home’s high ceilings, expansive windows and wood floors.
Boasting an open floor plan, the first level has an updated eat-in-kitchen with
white cabinetry, stainless appliances and a professional Wolf range. With 4
large bedrooms and a finished basement this home is perfect for the discerning
Buyer looking for both graciousness and spaciousness. Classically designed
with the perfect location…this home won’t last at $749,000.

WESTFIELD...Divine Design. The inviting Courtyard greets guests into
this contemporary expanded ranch set on a beautifully landscaped corner
property within walking distance of schools and Tamaques Park. Offering
6 Bedrooms and 3 Full Bathrooms this is an ideal home for an au pair or
in-law suite. The Master Bedroom offers a walk-in closet and a private
deck. A lot of house for $599,000.

CRANFORD...Just Listed. Move right into this immaculate 4 Bedroom, 2
Full Bath Colonial Home. Lovingly maintained and boasting updates too
numerous to name, this charming home has it all! With everything already
done for you, home ownership can be stress free. Cooking will be a breeze in
the renovated Kitchen. The large Living Room opens to a cozy Sun Room
offering a calm retreat for quiet study, intimate conversations, or simple
relaxation. Both baths have been beautifully updated. Will not last: $540,000.

CRANFORD...Just Listed. Fulfill your dreams with this pristine Northside
Colonial. Boasting 4 Bedrooms and 2 1/2 Baths, this elegant residence will
truly capture your imagination. Transcend the Ordinary! Whether you are
looking for timeless elegance or modern conveniences, this home has
everything today’s upscale Buyer desires. With it’s well thought out floor
plan, including spacious rooms and easy traffic patterns, this home is solidly
built and impeccably maintained. An expansive parklike property and a
great location adds to this home’s appeal. Irresistable at $529,000.

Probitas Verus Honos

More at Ballyhoo Sports


