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Westfield School Boosters Association Presents 47th Annual
Booster Club Awards to 25 High School Senior Athletes
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The Westfield Booster Club recently
presented 25 “Student-Athlete” awards
presented in honor of, and in memory
of, coaches, athletes, and Boosters and
on behalf of local sports organizations.

A scholarship committee, which
consisted of Bret Cummings, Bill Tay-
lor, Paul Friel, Jeff Bryk, Jason McLane
and John Fiekiewicz, evaluated the
candidates based on the information
received from the athletes themselves,
the Guidance department, and Super-
visor of Athletics, Sandy Mamary, who
also reviewed all the applications.

The Walter L. Clarkson Honorary
Award presented by cross-country
coach Thom Hornish, went to Phil
Edwards, son of Jan and Stephen
Edwards. Phil earned 8 varsity letters
– 3 in cross-country [captain] (XC), 2
winter track, 3 spring track [captain].
In XC, Phil was selected to the All-
County (All-UC) second team (Jr. year)
and All-UC first team, All State, Group
4 second team (Sr. year). Credits: Jr.
— Spring track: conference champ in
1600, UC champ in the 3200; 3200
champ in state sectional, UC runner-
up 1600. First team All-UC and All-
Conference.

Phil is a member of the National
Honor Society (NHS), member of Odd-
jobs for charity, and a lifeguard at the
Westfield Memorial Pool. He will at-
tend Emory University and continue
track and XC.

The Alumni Scholarship (Roger
Love family), was funded jointly by
the Boosters and John (former Booster
president) and Faith Bennett. John
Bennett presented the award to Sarah
Cronin, daughter of Ellen and Marty
Cronin, who earned 4 letters in swim-
ming (Sr. captain).

Honors: All-State recognition three
times, and first team All-UC (Grades
10, 11, 12), twice UC champ (200 free),
winner of the 500 free (sr.) and 100 free
(Jr.), set UC record 200 free (sr.), set
WHS record in 100 free & 200 free
(so.). Others: WHS all-time top-15 list
in every event except one, and member
of many record-setting relay teams.

Academics/activities: distinguished
honor roll (DHR) student with a 4.0
GPA, member of the National Honor
Society (NHS), and USA Swimming
Scholastic All-American, tutors En-
glish, volunteer swimming instructor,
member of the Kids Walk for Kids
with Cancer Club, recently selected as
the WHS recipient of the NJSIAA’s
Scholar-Athlete award and will attend
Brown University where she will con-
tinue swimming.

The Toni Bristol Honorary Award
(Presented by boys tennis coach
George Kapner) went to Abigail Cook,
daughter of Karen and Kevin Cook.
Abby earned 4 letters in gymnastics
and was its captain and Most Valuable
Senior (MVS).

Abby has received All-State, All-
Area and All-UC. She was UC all-
around champion (2012) and runner
up (2013). In 2012, she was sectional
Gymnast of the Year and the sectional
floor champion. Abby holds the school
record in the beam.

Academics/activities: National
Merit Commended Scholar, DHR stu-
dent with 4.3 GPA, member and of-
ficer of the NHS, Spanish Club, mem-
ber of Kids Walk for Kids with Cancer
Club, elementary school math tutor,
who will attend Providence College.

Gary Kehler Award (Presenter Glen
Kehler a WHS Hall of Fame member)
went to Christopher Sweeney, son of
Claire Wladyka and Bill Whitney, who
earned five letters – 3 football, 2 bas-
ketball. Honors: captain of the foot-
ball team and its MVS on defense,
second team All-Conference, third
team All-UC (jr.), first team All-UC,
All-Area and All-Conference (sr.).

Chris is an honor roll student, and
he will attend Gettysburg College,
where he will play football.

The Jack Martin Spirit Award (Boys
XC & track coach Chris Tafelski pre-
senter) went to Michael Esler, son of
Patti and Bill Esler, who earned 6
letters – 2 XC, winter track (captain)
and spring track. In XC, Mike earned
All-Conference honors (jr.) and sec-
ond team All-UC (sr.).

Since 2009, Mike has been a mem-
ber and captain of the New Jersey Hawks
soccer and basketball teams – which
play at the most competitive level of the
Special Olympics program.

Academics: DHR student, member
of the NHS, volunteer for Autism
Speaks, and during the summer, works
as caregiver for a teenage boy with
autism. Mike will attend Ramapo Col-
lege and run track and XC.

The Thomas Hornish Achievement
Award, (Thomas Hornish presenter)
given by the Friends of Westfield Track
in honor of WHS XC and track coach
Thomas Hornish went to Gabrielle
Stravach, daughter of Lauren and Ed
Stravach.

Gabby earned 10 letters in XC, win-
ter track, and spring track (captain in
each). She was the team’s MVS in XC.
Honors XC: third team All-UC (so.),
second team All-UC (jr.), first team
All-UC (sr.), won conference champi-
onship and was selected to the All-
Group 4 third team. Winter track: set
school record in the 1600, sectional
champ in the 1600 and the 3200, se-
lected All-UC first team (3200) and
was Watchung Conference champ in
the 1600 and 3200.

Academics/activities: DHR student
maintains 4.2 GPA, member of the
NHS, and received the Dartmouth
Book Award in 2013, volunteer coach
for the YMCA’s youth track club, and
Transitions Leader at WHS. She will
attend Emory University and will run
track and XC.

Two Peter Houlihan Awards (pre-
senter Jason McLane — current
Booster) funded anonymously and by
the Boosters to a male and female
student athlete to honor the late Peter
Houlihan.

Female Recipient: Jenna Helfand,
daughter of Linda and Mike Helfand,
Jenna earned 9 letters – 3 each in soc-
cer, winter track (captain), and spring
track. Honors: All-UC recognition in
soccer, received the Coach’s Award from
the Westfield Soccer Association in
2013. In track: twice set the school
record in the 55-meter dash; tied school
record in the 200; and was part of the
4x200 relay team that set the school
record last year. She also received All-
UC recognition in winter track.

An honor roll student, Jenna has
been a Religious School peer leader,
committee leader in the Teen Action

Service Club, and volunteer counselor
for the Special Olympics. She will
attend Penn State University.

Male Recipient: Jeremie DeDea, son
of Louise and Gene DeDea, earned 4
letters in ice hockey and two in soccer
(captain). Jeremie was first team All-
UC, third team All-Area and third team
All-State (soccer). He also received
All-UC recognition in ice hockey.

Academics: co-founder of Dream
Team drug and alcohol awareness
group, Transitions Leader, Peer Min-
ister at his Church, and mentor in the
NYU Leadership program. Jeremie
will attend Rutgers University.

The Westfield Basketball Associa-
tion Awards (Male and Female — pre-
senter Rick Elliott President of the
WBA):

Male Recipient: David Kane, son of
Colleen and Bill Kane, earned three
letters in basketball and three in foot-
ball (captain in both). In basketball, he
was selected MVS.

Basketball: All-Conference recog-
nition, one of 15 top
players in UC by
coaches. Football: Sec-
ond team All-Division,
second team All-Area,
third team All-UC,
holds school record for
most touchdowns, re-
ceptions and yardage by
a tight end.

Kane was recipient of
the Citizenship Award
given by the Daughters
of the American Revo-
lution, a Transitions
Leader and volunteer at
the St. Joseph’s Soup
Kitchen in Elizabeth. He will attend
Muhlenberg College and play football.

The John Byrne Memorial Scholar-
ship (Owen Brand presenter), given to
a male or female varsity athlete who
has competed in at least two sports,
went to Elena Scarano, daughter of
Lisa and Mark Scarano, who earned
eight letters – 4 volleyball, 4 softball
(captain of both and selected MVS
involleyball.

Volleyball: Four times All-UC rec-
ognition — first team senior year. She
was first team All-Area and All-Con-
ference and third team All-Group 4.

Softball: All-UC recognition all three
completed seasons, first team All-UC
and second team All-Group 4 (jr.) and
selected UC Player of the Year.

Academics/activities: DHR student,
member of Junior Optimist Club and
the Breast Cancer Awareness Club,
youth softball and volleyball coach,
Teens for the Cure Award recipient
from the Susan G. Komen Foundation.
Elena will attend Loyola University of
Maryland and play volleyball.

The Friends and Family of Marge
and Bob Brewster Award (Presenter
son Bob — WHS baseball coach) went
to Dylan Elliott, son of Mary Alice and
Rick Elliott. Dylan earned three letters
in football and three in basketball (cap-
tain and MVS).

A receiver in football, Elliott earned
second team All-Conference and All-
UC honors (jr. & sr.), and All-Area
honors (sr.). He holds WHS records
for most touchdown receptions and
most receiving yards in a season – and
in a career. In basketball, Dylan was
selected Courier News All-Area team
and its All-Defense team.

Elliott serves as a volunteer youth
basketball coach at St. Helen’s, and as
a counselor at the high school’s weekly
spring and summer youth basketball
camps. Dylan will attend Western New
England University and play football.

The Greta Schoenemann Memorial
Scholarship (Presenter by Greta’s fa-
ther, Robert Schoenemann) given to a
girl soccer player about whom it can be
said – “she was a great teammate.” went
to Karli Sottung, daughter of Lisa and
Karl Sottung. Karli earned four letters
in soccer (captain, voted MVS).

Honors: All-UC, All-State honor-
able mentions (fr.); first team All-UC
and All-State (so., jr., sr.), named to
All-Region and All-American teams.
Karli is an honor roll student, and she
was recently recognized as an out-
standing female athlete by the
Women’s Sports Foundation at an event
sponsored by the NJSIAA and Seton
Hall University.

Karli will attend the United States
Naval Academy and play soccer.

The Jim Nicoll
Scholarship Award
(presenter Thom
Hornish) went to Erica
Fischer, daughter of
Arlene Fischer, Erica
earned 9 letters – 3
each XC, winter track,
spring track (captain
of each). She was the
MVS on the winter
track team.

In XC, Erica earned
third team All-UC hon-
ors (jr.), second team
All-UC honors (sr.). In
winter track, she re-

ceived third team All-UC honors in the
3200 (sr.) and broke the school indoor
record in the 1600.

Academics/activities: member of
NHS, Transitions Leader, Peer Minis-
ter at her Church, President of the
Dream Team, leader in the Kids Who
Walk for Kids with Cancer Club, vol-
unteer coach for the YMCA’s youth
track club, and a math tutor. Erica will
attend Emory University and continue
her running career.

The Westfield Baseball League
Award (presenter Leo White former
President of the WBL) went to Michael
Ionta, son of Linda Ionta and Sandy
Mamary. Michael, 2014 team captain,
earned three letters in baseball. Hon-
ors: All-Conference and All-UC honor-
able mentions (so.), first team All-Con-
ference, second team All-UC, third team
All-Group 4 (jr.), and selected to play in
several scholastic All-Star games.

Activities: Participates in the NYU
Leadership Mentoring Program; ac-
tive in Church youth group; coaches
youth baseball; and participates in the
yearly fundraiser to benefit children
with facial disabilities.

Ionta received the Sonny Santorini
Scholar Athlete Award presented by
the Director of Athletics Association
of New Jersey, and he was the male
recipient from WHS of the Union
County Scholar Athlete Award. Ionta
will attend St. Peter’s University and
play baseball.

The Girls Softball League of
Westfield Scholarship (Presenter
Patrick McBrearty, League Travel Di-
rector) went to Cali Chambliss, daugh-
ter of Anna and Dondi Chambliss,
who earned five letters – 4 softball
(captain), 1 winter track.

Honors: All-UC, All-State recogni-
tion (all 3 completed softball seasons),
2013 first team All-UC, All-Confer-
ence, All-Area, and third team All-
Group 4. She also set the school record
for doubles, triples, and runs.

An honor roll student, Chambliss is
the manager of the Concert Choir, and
she works on the Stage Crew for the
WHS Theatre. Cali will attend Rowan
University in the fall.

The Friends of Girl’s Lacrosse
Award (presenter Lois Hely) went to
Mary Randazzo, daughter of Joan and
Ed Randazzo, who earned four letters
in lacrosse and four in soccer and was
captain on both.

Honors: National School Girls La-
crosse Team (2012), Under-Armour
All-American Underclass team (2013),
All-League Honorable Mention
(2013). In soccer, named to All-UC
first team as a defender in 2012.

Activities: Active participant in stu-
dent government and junior class presi-
dent, member of the Dream Team club,
Community Service Club, and “It’s a
Girl Thing.” Additionally, Mary vol-
unteers at Children’s Specialized Hos-
pital, Saint Barnabas Hospital, and as
a youth soccer coach.

Randazzo will attend the University
of Massachusetts-Amherst and play
lacrosse.

The Westfield Tennis Association
Award (presenter by Paul Friel, Boost-

ers second Vice-President and mem-
ber of the Scholarship Committee)
went to Julia Criscuolo, daughter of
Claire and Steve Criscuolo. Julia
earned seven letters – 3 tennis (cap-
tain), 4 softball.

In tennis, Julia was part of the County
Champion first doubles team (all 4
years). Softball: four-year varsity starter
who earned first team All-UC (2013).

Academics/activities: Honor roll
student, active in Furniture Assist, a
charitable organization that provides
furniture, appliances and other house-
hold items, free of charge, to families
or individuals in need. Julia will at-
tend Christopher Newport University
in the fall.

The Deborah Tuohy Memorial
Scholarship (presenter son Patrick
Tuohy, WHS boys lacrosse coach) went
to Jack Kessler, son of Kelly and John
Kessler, who earned five letters – 3
lacrosse, 2 football. In lacrosse, he has
been the team’s starting face-off spe-
cialist, and in football, the team’s start-
ing center. He also received All-Divi-
sion recognition, and was the recipient
of the American Legion’s Raymond
Bailey award.

Academics/activities: Maintains 4.25
GPA, member of NHS, member of the
French Honor Society, received Summa
Cum Laude status on the National Latin
Exam, Transitions Leader, member of
the Latin Club and the French Club,
Treasurer of the Rotary Club, Peer
Mentor in the NYU Study Program,
and Peer Minister at St. Helen’s.

Jack will attend Boston College.
Judith and Bruce McLane Memo-

rial Awards – Male and Female —
(presenters Aidan and Hannah
McLane, grandchildren, and accom-
panied by their father, Jason McLane)
went to Dane Huber and Chrissy
Ferraro.

Dane, son of Lori and John Huber,
earned four letters in ice hockey (2
time captain) and four in lacrosse (cap-
tain). He was also selected MVS in Ice
Hockey.

Hockey: All-Star recognition every
year (All-Freshman third team, sec-
ond team All-UC [so.], first team All-
UC and second team All-Central Jer-
sey [jr.], Co-UC Player of the Year,
first team All-UC, All-Area, third team
All-Central Jersey [sr.]. Huber twice
received the Hobey Baker Award as
the player who displays exemplary
character and leadership.

Lacrosse: All-Group 4, second team,
All-UC second team (sr.), All-State,
All-Junior second team, and received
a Fitch Division honorable mention.

Academics/activities: DHR student,
member of NHS, Transitions Leader,
youth lacrosse instructor, volunteer for
various charitable causes such as Fur-
niture Assist.

Huber will attend Dickinson Col-
lege and play lacrosse.

Female Recipient: Christine Ferraro,
daughter of Maureen and Robert
Ferraro, earned four letters in softball
(captain) and one in basketball. She
has also earned letters as a cheerleader,
and she was a captain last fall. Chrissy
was named to the All-UC first team
and All-Area second team (softball as
junior).

Academics/activities: DHR student,
active participant in the St. Helen’s
youth ministry, the Breast Cancer
Awareness Club, the Susan G. Komen
walk for breast cancer, and Walk for
Autism. Chrissy has acted as a youth
softball coach and a youth basketball
instructor.

Chrissy will attend Cabrini College
and play softball.

The Athletic Directors Scholarship
(presenter Sandy Mamary, Supervisor
of Athletics) in honor of, and in
memory of, WHS’s former Athletic
Directors – Ed Tranchina, Bob Duncan,
John Lay and Gary Kehler – and funded
jointly by the Boosters, The Friends of
Westfield Track, and the Westfield PAL
was awarded to Thomas Anderson,
son of Kim and Glenn Anderson.

He earned six letters – 3 football, 2
lacrosse, 1 wrestling. After his senior
football season, he earned second team
All-Conference honors and third team
All-UC Honors. An honor roll stu-
dent, Thomas has also volunteered as
a youth basketball coach and a youth
football coach.

His dedication and leadership may
best be exemplified by what he did on
the wrestling team that needed a 220-
lb slot filled. Although he had never
wrestled before, Anderson decided to
help. He started working out with the
team last summer, worked hard under
Coach Glen Kurz’ tutelage, and be-
came an integral part of the team –
filling a major void in the process.

Thomas will attend Misericordia
University and play football.

Advisor’s Awards — male and fe-

male — (presenter Paul Friel, Boost-
ers second VP). Female Recipient:
Kathleen Bond, daughter of Patty and
Scott Bond, earned 4 letters in swim-
ming (captain). Honors: WHS All-
Time Top-15 list for the 100 breast-
stroke, and as a member of the 200-
medley relay team.

Academics/activities: DHR student,
AP Scholar who maintains a 4.24 GPA,
member of NHS, Italian National
Honor Society, recipient of the Brown
University Literary Book Award, Tran-
sitions Leader and Historian for the
Italian Club, active in her Church and
is an instructor for the Elizabeth Coa-
lition, teaching swimming to children
in Newark and Elizabeth.

Bond will attend Vanderbilt Univer-
sity.

Male Recipient: Daniel Myers, son
of Nancy and Dan Myers, earned four
letters in swimming, and was a captain
this year. Honors: WHS All-Time Top-
10 list for the 100 breaststroke, All-
UC recognition (jr. & sr.), qualified for
the Meet of Champions three times
(so., jr., sr.).

Academics/activities: member of
NHS, DHR student who maintains a
4.2 GPA, Transitions Leader, Peer Min-
ister at St. Helen’s, Big Brother at the
Y, Co-President of the Bagel Connec-
tion, a club that collects bagels from
local shops and then sorts and delivers
them to St. Helen’s for distribution to
local shelters.

Myers will attend the University of
Rochester and continue swimming.

The Executive Committee Award
(presenter Jeff Bryk, Boosters First
Vice-President) went to Matthew
Luppino, son of Kathy and Tom
Luppino. Matt earned 11 letters – 4
XC, 3 winter track, 4 spring track
(captain of all). He was also the MVS
on the cross-country team and the win-
ter track team.

Cross-country: first team All-UC
(2011, 2012, 2013), first team All-
Area (2012, 2013), first team All Group
4 (2012, 2013, third team 2011), sec-
ond team All-State (2013), third team
(2012), UC Runner of the Year (2012).

Indoors: 1600 — first team All-UC
(2014), second team (2013), third-team
All-Group 4 (2014).

Outdoors: First team All-UC (2013),
third team (2012), first-team All-Area
(2013).

Academics/activities: DHR student,
maintains 4.33 GPA, National AP
Scholar with distinction, National Merit
Commended Scholar, member of the
NHS, member of the French National
Honor Society, Transition Leader, mem-
ber of the French Club, Executive Board
Member of the Young Democrats Club,
volunteers as math tutor and Faith For-
mation Teacher at Holy Trinity. Matt
also received the Brian Piccolo Scholar
Athlete award presented by the
Westfield Chapter of Unico.

Matt will attend Duke University
and run cross-country and track.

The President’s Award (considered
the most prestigious — presenter
Booster President Charlie Bowman)
went to Caroline Baldwin, daughter of
Denise and Jack Baldwin, who earned
four letters in swimming (captain).

Freshman honors: All-American,
All-State, All-UC recognition for sprint
relay teams, and Bruce Johnson New-
comer Award.

Sophomore: The Courier News Girls
Swimmer of the Year, All-American
recognition (50 free, 200- and 400-
free relays), second team All-State (50
free) first team All-State (400-free re-
lay), UC champion (50 free, 100 back).

Junior: The Star-Ledger Girls Swim-
mer of the Year, Courier News Girls
Swimmer of the Year, All-American
recognition (50 free, 100 back, 100
free, 200- and 400-free relays), first
team All-State (50 free, State and UC
champion 50 free and 100 back) and
member of the UC champion 200- and
400-free relay teams.

Senior: The Star Ledger Girls Swim-
mer of the Year, Courier News Girls
Swimmer of the Year, All-American
(50 free, 100 back, 200-medley and
400-free relay teams), first team All-
State (50 free, State champion in 50
free and 100 back), UC champion (50
free, 100 free; and member of 200-free
relay team) and state champion 200-
medley relay team.

Caroline set numerous school
records in individual and relay events.

Academics/activities: DHR student,
NHS, Operation Smile and an Ads
Member of Hi’s Eye, volunteers as an
“At Risk Freshman Mentor,” and on
mission trips with the Presbyterian
Church. She was selected as the fe-
male recipient from WHS of the Union
County Scholar Athlete Award.

Baldwin will attend the University
of North Carolina and continue her
swimming career.
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