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908-322-7000

Jon Bramnick

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

Certified Civil Trial Attorney

www.jonbramnick.com

Personal Injury

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

& Auto Accidents

OWEN BRAND
NMLS# 222999

Your Hometown Mortgage Banker

owen.brand@pncmortgage.com
Member

FDIC

Local: 908-789-2730

Cell: 908-337-7282

SM

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

SPIDER VEINS?
GET YOUR LEGS
READY FOR SUMMER!
Amazing results without surgery using simple 
sclerotherapy and new laser treatments.
NJ’s largest and most respected vascular practice is
now delivering innovative and exceptional care in
seven convenient locations. We are here to help!

THE CARDIOVASCULAR CARE GROUP
Dedicated to Total Cardiovascular Care

Vascular Specialists:
Clifford M. Sales, MD
Michael A. Pontoriero, MD
Jonathan A. Levison, MD
Mark H. Kumar, MD
Raymond J. Holmes, MD
Michael D. Addis, MD

Salvador A. Cuadra, MD
Combiz Rezayat, MD
Scott A. Sundick, MD
Harry Agis, MD
Mark W. Moritz, MD
Michael Ombrellino, MD

www.veininstitutenj.com • www.theveincenternj.com
973-291-2123

Westfield • Springfield • Morristown • Clifton

Princeton • Shrewsbury • Sparta

Garwood GOP Mayoral Candidate
Seeks Voters as Primary Nears

Letters to the EditorVA Mismanagement Should Have
Been Responded to Years Ago

In the June 3rd Republican Pri-
mary, the residents of Garwood have
an opportunity to point our town in
the right direction. For too many years
we have been inundated with ex-
cuses, broken promises and an elitist
attitude from town leaders — it has
affected taxpayers where it hurts most
— our wallets.

We have seen our taxes consis-
tently go up due to out of control
spending while services have been
taken away. We have seen our debt go
up by 66 percent and now our mu-
nicipal operating budget is being used
to pay for the Athletic Field Com-
plex.

As mayor I intend to be a real
leader, to represent the best interests
of the taxpayers, to set the agenda, to
share my opinions, to set goals for the
council and to revisit all the missed
opportunities of the past three-and-a-
half years. The current mayor defines
her position as “weak.” I am going to
be anything but a weak mayor. Rather,
I believe it is the mayor’s responsibil-
ity to lead the council and to lead the
borough.

The head coach of a football team
does not throw, catch, block or tackle
but that coach calls the plays and is
held accountable if the team fails.
Now is such a time to hold our mayor
accountable for her failed record over
the past three-and-a-half years.

Our mayor also has the extremely
important job of appointing commit-
tee members and chairpersons on the
council. In particular, the three-mem-
ber Finance Committee appointed by
the mayor is tasked with creating the
municipal budget and deciding how
much property taxes homeowners
pay.

My wife Linda, vice-president of
Garwood’s PTA, our four children,
and I know we have to run a tight ship
in our home. We do not own any
credit cards, we pay our bills, spend

wisely and save for the future.
Garwood deserves a leader who will
look out for their best interests, a
leader who is truly accessible to all
their needs and requests. As
homeowners, property taxpayers, and
parents of young children, my wife
Linda and I have “skin in the game”
and a vested interest in keeping
Garwood affordable for years to
come.

As mayor, I will listen to your ideas
and your complaints whether your
family has lived here for generations
or less than a year. Like many resi-
dents, I feel our concerns are falling
on deaf ears when they are expressed
to the governing body. The unre-
sponsiveness and condescension of
the current mayor and members of
the council have created a feeling of
apathy among our borough’s resi-
dents. For instance, the current lead-
ership ignored residents armed with
facts, case studies and their own ex-
periences when they raised legiti-
mate concerns about the Athletic Field
Complex. These concerns included
the additional costs to repair the turf
field, DPW hours to maintain the
facilities, and security cameras.

Now, all these excess costs will be
borne by our borough’s taxpayers. In
addition, residents active in our com-
munity who have offered assistance
and expertise in building the Athletic
Field Complex, were shunned be-
cause the Mayor and members of the
Council believed they did not need
their assistance.

I will continue to discuss these
issues and more with the real experts
— our borough’s taxpayers.

On June 3rd I am seeking the sup-
port of Garwood Republicans so we
can end the tax, spend and take addic-
tion of leaders who are supposed to
be representing the taxpayers. We
can no longer afford the path this
leadership has taken us down.
Garwood deserves better. On June
3rd, join me in bringing a new direc-
tion and a new voice to the people of
Garwood by voting for true conser-
vative Republicans to lead Garwood’s
four voting districts. On June 3rd I
am asking for your vote to represent
the Republican Party for mayor of
the Borough of Garwood and as
Fourth District Leader so Linda and I
can represent our local Republican
Party. On June 3rd, vote Column F
for fiscal sanity.

Salvatore Piarulli
Candidate for Garwood Mayor

Nominated as 2014 Union County Mayor of the Year
A Garwood Resident for 32 Years
Achieved the Lowest Borough Tax Increase in 12 Years
Reduced Garwood’s Energy Consumption and Cost
Re-established the Office of Emergency Management
Focused on Redevelopment and Business and Industry
Re-Introduced A Bulk Pickup Program

Re-elect Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi
Vote on Primary Day June 3, 2014

Mayor Quattrocchi is a Proven Leader

Mayor Pat’s opponent only attended a few meetings.
He has no experience.

He has presented no plans as promised and dodges the press.
His empty rhetoric is not good for Garwood.

T h e  C l e a r  C h o i c eT h e  C l e a r  C h o i c eT h e  C l e a r  C h o i c eT h e  C l e a r  C h o i c eT h e  C l e a r  C h o i c e !!!!!

Mayor Pat’s opponent is a 3rd Party candidate
-- A puppet of Councilman Jim Mathieu --

Paid for by the Garwood Republican Campaign -- P. Quattrocchi, Treasurer

Westfield Rec. Thanks ‘Run The Park’
Racers, Volunteers and Sponsors

It was a beautiful day for our annual
Road Races (now called “Run The
Park”) held on Sunday, May 18 in
Tamaques Park. The great weather
brought out over 300 runners and spec-
tators! There were over 100 partici-
pants and families in our 1-Mile Fun
Run. It was another great Recreation
Department family event!

Medals were awarded to the top fin-
ishers of the 5K, and to all Fun Run
participants. Congratulations to Joseph
Vaszily of Westfield, who won the 5K
with a time of 18:53, and Westfield’s
Julia Robb, who won overall female
with a time of 22:23. Westfield’s
Rebecca White came in first place in
the 1-Mile Race with a time of 6:57!
Great job to all!

The following local residents ranked
high in their individual age groups:

For 19 and Under: Jack Livesey,
Connor Walsh, Michael McAndrew,
Liam Robb, Jackie Holowka, Alexandra
Tinfow, Ally Kabbash. For Ages 20-29:
Eric Williams, Matthew Zangra,
Jonathan Veras, Kendall Green, Kaitlyn
Rogers, and Amanda DiDonato. For
Ages 30-39: Brendan Brouder, Matt
Meyer, Jason Martin, Suzanne
Kimelman, Christina Tierney, and Kirti
Malik. For Ages 40-49: Gregg
Friedmann, Thomas Calabrese, Carlos
Chavez, Jennifer Nisita, Brenda
Malfatto, and Tanya Moon. For Ages
50-59: Jerry Livesey, John Bartolic,
Dennis Holowka, Susan Levy, June
Saporita, and Janet Wagstaff. For 60
and over: Jack Frame, Tom Cussimano,
Matthew Moloshok, and Judith Hudson.
Thanks for your participation. For de-
tailed race results, please visit:
www.NJRunThisTown.com or
www.westfieldnj.gov/recreation. For
race photos visit us on Facebook!

On behalf of the Westfield Recre-
ation Department, I thank all those who
sponsored, volunteered and participated
in our race. This annual event helps
raise money in support of the

department’s year-round programs such
as after-school enrichment programs,
summer camps, The Hangout, the Teen
Center, and Teen Swims. Thanks to
over 350 runners, family members, and
volunteers who came out to support the
Recreation Department! We hope this
annual event continues to grow and
receive the continued support of the
community. The department acknowl-
edges the following area businesses
and organizations whose kind support
helped to enable the department to run
a safe and successful event: Main Cor-
porate Sponsors: Reproductive Medi-
cine Associates, Jeff Brandes of Eleva-
tion Tennis, United Soccer Academy,
US Sports Institute and The ShopRite
of Garwood. The Supporting Sponsors:
Shovlin Mattress Factory, Hershey’s
Deli, RWJ Rahway Fitness, Weldon
Materials, Nestle Waters, Anthony
James Construction, Twin Boro Physi-
cal Therapy, The Brawl House, Two
River Community Bank, FMBA Local
30, Flo Fitness, Coldwell Banker,
Mastracola Plumbing, TC Graphics,
Varsity Central, Karate N’ Motion,
David Realty Group, Lord Kobrin
Alvarez and Fattell LLC, and the
Westfield Running Company. Please
support our 2014 sponsors.

The department would also like to
thank all race participants, the Westfield
Police Department, and the special vol-
unteers who took the time to help on
race day. Special thanks to: Janice Sileo,
Jennifer Anderson, Meg Anderson,
Elaine Anderson, Joanne Colaneri,
Linda Johnson, The Love Family, The
Manning Family, Tom Cusimano, Naija
Brown, Larry McDermott, Jeff
O’Connor, Paul Checchio, Anthony
Mastrocola, Tim Styler and Alex Tarlow
for all of their “behind the scenes” work
and on race day. We could not have
done it without you! Hope to see you all
next year.

Traci Kastner, Race Director
Westfield Recreation Department

Where have The White House and
the Congress been all these years?

The catastrophe that is the fatal
mismanagement of the United States
Department of Veterans Affairs has
long been known. But through inac-
tion, inattention, and incompetence
nothing has been done and veterans
die for want of proper medical care
and treatment!

Now come White House and Con-
gressional investigations that should
have been done years ago!

Candidate Barack H. Obama told
Veterans of Foreign Wars National
Convention in 2007, “A proud and
grateful nation owes more than cer-
emonial gestures and kind words.
Caring for those who serve and for
their families is a fundamental re-
sponsibility of the commander-in-
chief.” (Roger Runningen and An-
gela Greiling Keane, “Obama Says
He Will Fix Veterans Medical Care
System,” Bloomberg, May 21, 2014)

On January 1,1999 the United
States Government Accountability
Office in its report “Major Manage-
ment Challenges And Program Risks:
Department of Veteran Affairs” stated,
“VA lacks accurate, reliable, and con-
sistent information for measuring the
extent to which: (a) veterans are re-
ceiving equitable access to health care

across the country; (b) veterans en-
rolled in VA’s health care systems are
receiving the care they need; and (c)
VA is maintaining its capacity to care
for special populations.”

The report might as well have been
written today!

The United States Government
Accountability Office in its Decem-
ber 2012 report “VA Health Care:
Reliability of Reported Outpatient
Medical Appointment Wait Times and
Scheduling Oversight Need Improve-
ment” stated, “Outpatient medical
appointment wait times reported by
the Veterans Health Administration
(VHA) and the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs (VA), are
unreliable….Although access to
timely medical appointments is criti-
cal to ensuring that veterans obtain
needed medical care, long wait times
and inadequate scheduling process at
VHA medical facilities have been
long-standing problems.

White House Chief of Staff Denis
McDonough reported that President
Obama is “madder than hell” about
possible deadly healthcare delays at
the Department of Veterans Affairs
and is determined to investigate and
fix any flaws in the system. (CBS’s
“Face The Nation,” May 18,2014).

Secretary Eric Shinseki of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs on May
15, 2014 testified before the Senate
Veterans Affairs Committee, “Any
allegation, any adverse incidents like
this, makes me mad as hell. I could
use stronger language here, Mr. Chair-
man, but in deference to committee,
I won’t.”

 But where were these strong feel-
ings from anyone in The White House
or in the Congress when the Govern-
ment Accountability Office reported
on the long wait times and inad-
equate scheduling in 2012 and when
the Government Accountability Of-
fice in 1999 reported on the Veterans
Administration’s inability to deter-
mine if veterans were receiving the
care that they needed?

The scandal is not only that our
bravest and finest die because the
Veterans Administration has not been
doing its job. The scandal is also
because The White House and the
Congress have not been doing their
jobs to insure that the veterans who
give so much that we may have our
freedoms and liberties receive so little
attention whether it be medical care
and treatment or finding them jobs or
retraining them for new jobs.

Napoleon said, “An army marches
on its stomach.”

Let me add that the veterans who
return from war wounded and broken
should be marching to a government
that really and truly is concerned
about their physical and mental well
being! But why this is not so tells a
sad, a tragic tail of dysfunction in
government that if not ended spells
very serious trouble for the future of
our beloved country.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Bramnick Comments
On Bridgegate

Witnesses’ Testimony
After watching hours of testimony

from Matt Mowers, Christine Renna
and Mike Drewniak, I conclude that
most of Governor Christie’s team are
intelligent, articulate and dedicated
public servants.

I am proud that we had people such
as Matt, Mike and Christine working
for government. I hope that ongoing
hearings that question every e-mail
and the motives attributable to every
interaction does not discourage young
people from getting involved in our
government.

Asm. Jon Bramnick
Westfield

See More News...
www.goleader.com

Governor’s Office:
Budget Control

Taxpayer dollars are being wasted
on ineffective programs while prior-
ity programs that have a positive im-
pact on the quality of life of New
Jersey families remain underfunded.

The Christie Administration is
working to reduce spending and take
control of New Jersey’s priorities by
budgeting for the future, cutting
wasteful spending and making sure
every dollar counts.

Three key objectives of the Christie
Administration include:

- Prioritizing the state’s funding
commitments.

- Establishing and empowering fis-
cal watchdogs.

- Implementing simple, responsible
budget practices.

Through these tactics, Governor
Christie believes that we can reduce
the budget deficit and get control of
the budget once again.

Governor Christie
Signs Adoptees Bill

TRENTON – NJ S-873 will pro-
vide access to original birth records
for adoptees whose past is hidden
and it gives birth parents the opportu-
nity to remain anonymous if they so
desire.

The bills sponsor, Assemblyman
Dave Wolfe’s father and granddaugh-
ter are adopted.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm


