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MATTRESSES YOU’LL FLIP OVER!

La Corte, Dunn to Face Off
In Primary Surrogate Race

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — On Tuesday, June 3, voters
will have the opportunity to support the
candidates of  their choice in the Primary
Election. At the county level, Democrat
James La Corte is seeking reelection as
Surrogate – a position he has held for the
past 15 years. He is being challenged by
Jerome Dunn of Hillside, also a Demo-
crat. No Republican has filed for the
office.

Prior to becoming the Union County
Surrogate in 1999, Mr. La Corte was a
general practice attorney in Elizabeth for
25 years.

“Over the years I have tried to do as good
of a job as I could, and for the most part, I
think that the office fulfills its obligations to
the residents of Union County,” Mr. LaCorte
told The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

The county surrogate deals with pro-
bate matters, including processing
wills and setting up state administra-
tions for those people who die without
a last will and testament, and provides
estate assistance services when a resi-
dent of the county passes away. The
surrogate’s office also holds over $30
million in trust monies for minors and
incapacitated people who have either
reached a civil settlement or been ben-
eficiaries of estate proceeds from an-
other estate.

Ten years ago, Mr. La Corte started
holding night hours one night a month in
four towns throughout the county to bet-
ter serve residents who cannot visit the
courthouse during regular business hours.
Additionally, to better educate the grow-
ing number of residents with different
cultural backgrounds, Mr. La Corte over-

saw the printing of a brochure, printed in
Spanish, that explains New Jersey’s pro-
bate system.

“We have a large Hispanic-American
population that has come to the eastern
part of the county … and they come from
cultures where a last will and testament is
not a part of their tradition,” Mr. La Corte
said. “(The brochure) helps them to un-
derstand how important it is to have these
documents.”

Mr. La Corte feels his legal back-
ground, while not required, is essen-
tial for someone to be able to handle
the requirements of being the surro-
gate.

Mr. Dunn, the assistant superinten-
dent for family and community outreach
in the Elizabeth Public Schools, ran in
the 2011 election for New Jersey Senate
District 20, but was defeated by Demo-
cratic incumbent Senator Raymond
Lesniak in the Primary. Mr. Dunn did
not return phone calls or e-mails sent by
The Leader and The Times requesting an
interview.

Incumbent Democratic Freeholders
Chris Hudak of Linden, Angel Estrada of
Elizabeth and Vernell Wright of Rahway
are running for the three available three-
year seats. Opposing them are Jorge
Batista of Hillside, Marvelis Perreira of
Elizabeth and Tamara Twitty of Eliza-
beth, who are running under the slogan
“True Democrats for Change.”Mr. Dunn
is also running under the True Democrats
for Change” banner.

Also, running for Freeholder is lone
Republican candidate P. Mark Mar-
tini of Westfield. The Republican
Party did not   file candidates for the
other freeholder seats on the ballot
this year.

CLASS OF 2014...Union County College held its commencement last Wednesday
at Kean University in Union.

UCC Holds Commencement
At Kean for Class of 2014

By KAITLYN FREY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION — Friends and family filled
the seats of the Harwood Arena at Kean
University on May 21 to watch the Class
of 2014 wearing their silver caps and
gowns graduate from Union County Col-
lege. The ceremony  included graduates
from all  three UCC campuses in Cranford,
Elizabeth and Plainfield.

This year marks the second year in a
row that UCC’s commencement ceremony
was held off-campus at Kean. The event
was also live-streamed online for those
who were unable to attend the ceremony.

Degrees were conferred to 800 gradu-
ates, 500 of which attended the com-
mencement ceremony, in the Associate
of Arts, Associate in Applied Science,
Associate in Science and Certificates.
Union County College President Marga-
ret M. McMenamin served as the presid-
ing officer of the ceremony.

“Today, as you graduate from Union
County College, I believe it will be your
generation who will transform this com-
munity. You are going to be the ones to
end bigotry, violence and hatred. Who
will address the climate change and envi-
ronmental problems. And who will find
cures for cancer?” Ms. McMenamin said.

Victor M. Richel, chairman of the
Union County College Board of Trust-
ees, welcomed the attendees and con-
gratulated the graduates in a speech.

“Those of us who serve on governing
boards are extremely proud of the fact
that this student body is really a cross-
section of our society. Here at Union
County College, you had the opportunity
to get an education not only from the
books you used in the classroom, but also
from the interaction you had with indi-
viduals from all cultures and walks of
life,” he said.

During the ceremony, two awards were
presented to three graduates. The Post
Day Award was established as a memo-
rial to two Union County College stu-
dents who died in an accident 79 years
ago before their graduation. The award is
presented to one full-time and one part-
time student.

Andrea Crespo was the part-time stu-
dent recipient of the Post Day Award.
She graduated with an Associate Degree
in Biology and an overall grade point
average of 3.9.

The full-time student recipient of the
Post Day Award was Carolina Mendonca.
Ms. Mendonca graduated with an Asso-
ciate degree in Psychology and an overall
grade point average of 3.5.

The other award presented during the
ceremony was the Student Alumni Prize.
Each year, this award is given to the student
with the highest overall grade point average
and highest number of credits. It is the most
prestigious achievement a Union County
College student can receive.

This year’s recipient of the Student
Alumni Prize was Carlos Arias-Miranda.
He graduated with Associate Degrees in
Science and Engineering. Post-gradua-
tion, he will continue his education at
New Jersey Institute of Technology and
work towards his bachelor’s degree.

The academic hoods that graduates
wore during the ceremony identified
which degree he or she attained. Gradu-
ates with red or white tassels graduated
with honors. A red tassel indicated an
overall grade point average of 3.75 or
greater. A white tassel indicated an over-
all grade point average of 3.25 or greater.

The various colored shawls that some
graduates also wore indicated that they
were members of one of the six honor
societies at Union County College.

Vishnuvardhan Allampalli was selected
as the student representative to address his
peers during the ceremony. Ms.
McMenamin introduced Mr. Allampalli
as the speaker and referred to him as a
“terrific student and overall human being
who is destined to do great things.”

During his speech, Mr. Allampalli re-
flected on his time at Union County Col-
lege in terms of moments. “For those of
us about to graduate from Union County
College, all those wonderful moments
seemed to pass by in the blink of an eye.
Our moments here have helped define us
as people,” he said.

Mr. Richel said, “This is just the begin-
ning. Use your education to achieve what-
ever your personal and professional goals
are. Make a difference in your life and the
lives of others.”

County Kicks Off Gas
Inspection Program

RAHWAY — The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders last week joined
with the county’s weights and measures
division to kick off its annual gas pump
inspection program with a demonstration
of the service, marking the start of the
upcoming summer travel season.

“With the Memorial Day holiday mark-
ing the start of the serious travel season in
New Jersey, we are highlighting this valu-
able consumer service and urging con-
sumers to follow tips on how to save gas
and protect yourself at the pump,” Free-
holder Chairman Christopher Hudak said.

Mr. Hudak was joined by Public Safety
Director Andrew Moran, Freeholder
Vice-Chairman Mohamed Jalloh,
Rahway Mayor Samson Steinman,
County Manager Alfred Faella, and per-
sonnel from the weights and measures
division. The event was held at the Shell
gas station at the intersection of St.
Georges and West Grand Avenues.

The weights and measures division in-
spects all gas stations in the county, with the
exception of the City of Elizabeth, which
has its own program. The county inspects
approximately 150 stations a year. The
program finishes by the end of October.

Gas pumps may fail inspection for giv-
ing the incorrect amount of gas, having a
leaky hose or for calculating the price
incorrectly. Pumps that fail inspection
cannot be used until they are repaired.
Once repaired, the pumps must undergo a
re-inspection from the county. The pen-
alty can be $100 per count if a violation is
not addressed. Last year, the county tested
3,010 pumps. Approximately 2,857 were
correct and 153 were incorrect.

While at the pump, Mr. Hudak noted
that consumers should always get a re-
ceipt to protect themselves. Consumers
are also urged to watch the transaction to
ensure the price gauge has been reset, and
the requested type of gas and correct

amount are served.
According to studies, the gas savings

from safe, moderate driving can be sub-
stantial. Some of the basics are: Observe
the posted speed limit. Fuel efficiency
drops greatly at higher speeds; keep a
safe following distance. Passing, weav-
ing and tailgating all involve needless
accelerating and braking, which wastes
gas; avoid jackrabbit starts. Accelerating
gradually is more fuel efficient; idling is
another major source of fuel waste. After
just 15 seconds, an idling car uses more
gas than shutting off the engine and re-
starting it. Idling for more than three
minutes when not in traffic is also against
the law in New Jersey because it affects
local air quality, especially in school
zones; keeping up with routine mainte-
nance, especially oil changes and tire
pressure, also results in significant sav-
ings; avoid “miracle” fuel additives and
gadgets. The Federal Trade Commission
has studied dozens of these products and
concluded that none of them work. Some
may cause engine damage or contribute
to decreased fuel efficiency.

For questions about pump accuracy, fuel
additives, or other consumer issues related
to gasoline, contact the Union County Di-
vision of Consumer Affairs at (908) 654-
9840 or go to www.ucnj.org/gastips.

Assembly Passes Bill
Not to Charge Victims

For Police Reports
TRENTON — Legislation sponsored

by Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) that would
prohibit a government agency from charg-
ing the victim of a crime for copies of
reports relating to the offense has been
approved by the General Assembly.

“Victims of crimes endure emotional
anguish and physical pain,” said Mr.
Bramnick. “Providing them copies of
documents related to the crime at no
charge is the least we can do. An injured
party should not have to pay to obtain
access to information relevant to their
case.”

Under the bill, A-1676, a victim would
not be charged for any law enforcement
agency report, domestic violence offense
report, or temporary or permanent re-
straining order. Currently, the Open Pub-
lic Records Act (OPRA) does not contain
an exemption from fees for victims of
crime.

Mr. Bramnick’s bipartisan bill is also
sponsored by Assembly Republicans Jay
Webber, Nancy Muñoz, Anthony M.
Bucco and Caroline Casagrande, and
Assembly Democrats Gordon Johnson
and Carmelo Garcia. A Senate version of
the bill is sponsored by Senate Minority
Leader Tom Keam Jr. and Democratic
Senator Loretta Weinberg.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
INSPECTING THE PUMP...Union County Freeholder Chairman Christopher
Hudak, right, listens as John Garofalo, assistant superintendent of the Union
County Division of Weights and Measures, explains how gas pumps are inspected
at a Shell station in Rahway. The demonstration was the kickoff of Union
County’s annual gas pump inspection program, marking the start of the upcom-
ing summer travel season.


