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Union Catholic High School
Congratulates the Class of 2014

on earning a remarkable $24,699,257 in college scholarships.
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burned” once the votes had been
cast instead of discovering it the
following day. The mayor also com-
plained about a “troubling pattern”
of Mr. Giaimis not returning his
telephone calls, saying that he had
left a message earlier this month for
the manager so that he could dis-
cuss his concerns about some of the
items included in the capital ordi-
nance. The mayor claimed Mr.
Giaimis never called him back, and
that it was not the first time this had
occurred.

Mr. Glover detailed some of his
concerns with the ordinance, in-
cluding a $200,000 expenditure on
IT software that he claimed could
be obtained at a lower cost. He also
questioned the proposed purchase
of a $45,000 vehicle for Public
Works Director Carlos Luaces, say-
ing there were township vehicles
already available for him to use.
The mayor also questioned Mr.
Luaces’ qualifications, saying that,
“he never worked in a road depart-
ment” before his appointment by
Mr. Giaimis in February and that he
was currently enrolled in classes to
help him secure various licenses
necessary for his position.

Mrs. Gialanella told The Times
she “proudly” stood by her no vote.
She said she would support the bond
ordinance, “when I am fully satis-
fied that each of our departments
have what they need to serve the
residents of the township properly
and efficiently and when I am con-
fident that we are not leaving grant
dollars at the table, which we are.”
She added that, “the reality is that
the real needs of the township are
not being met by the policy set
forth by the current [Republican]
majority.”

Deputy Mayor Michael Marcus
called the Democrats’ no votes “un-
acceptable and unexplainable,” say-
ing that the ordinance’s failure “has
serious repercussions for our town
and our residents” and means that

“none of the town projects or neces-
sary purchases” contained in the or-
dinance “will go forward as planned
for 2014.” He told The Times that the
motivation behind the no votes
seemed to him to be “purely politi-
cal and personal gamesmanship,”
adding that the votes by the mayor
and councilwoman “were disturb-
ing and clearly not in the best inter-
est of Scotch Plains.”

Speaking to The Times, Council-
man Vastine called the lack of
awareness of the need for a
supermajority vote on the capital
ordinance “an oversight at the mo-
ment,” and said it was “attributable
to our meetings being typically dis-
organized” and what he described
as an “emotional effort [by the two
council Democrats] to be
contrarian” by voting against the
ordinance and, earlier at the same
meeting, the municipal budget. He
accused the Democrats of using
their negative votes to “create a
campaign issue” when all that was
actually accomplished, Mr. Vastine
said, was “putting on hold” a vari-
ety of equipment and technology
purchases and improvements to
Brookside Park and the former zoo
property.

Councilman Jones told The Times
that the mayor and Mrs. Gialanella
“owe the citizens of Scotch Plains
an explanation” for their vote. He
said it was “upsetting” that, as a
result of the ordinance’s defeat,
progress on making a variety of
capital purchases “is going to be
delayed, or worse, is now in total
jeopardy.”
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number of deaths, “an appalling
situation.” He said his bill, approved
by the House, “would make it easier
for the discharge of those respon-
sible.” Mr. Lance said he has also
called for the resignation of VA
Secretary Eric K. Shinseki. “And I
don’t do that lightly,” Mr. Lance
said. “But there were apparently
two sets of books” which indicates
a cover up, he said. He said he
hopes the Obama Administration
will get to the bottom of how this
happened as will Congress.

Mr. Lance’s chief of staff, Todd
Mitchell, said the cover up is said to
have occurred at the Phoenix VA
facility and that officials have been
put on administrative leave.

The Congressman said he has
been informed that Lyons VA Hos-
pital, which is in the 7th District, is
not on the list of 26 hospitals that
had excessive waiting periods for
veterans to get care.

On the issue of national debt, Mr.
Lance said he is a “strong supporter
of (Rep.) Paul Ryan’s budget”
which, he said, would balance the
federal budget in the next decade
by reducing spending over that span
by $5 trillion “as to what we would
otherwise spend.” He believes the
Ryan budget would allow the fed-
eral government to get back to bal-
ancing annual federal budgets. He
said the annual federal deficit was
$600 billion last year.

The Congressman said he remains
opposed to Patient Care and
Affordability Act, better known as
Obamacare, noting he has joined
other Republican House members
in supporting the repeal of the law
in 60 separate votes by the GOP
majority although none of those
actions have been taken up by the
U.S. Senate where Democrats hold
the majority.

He did say though that, “We can-
not go back to the status quo before
Obamacare.” He Congressman fa-
vors a GOP proposal that would
allow purchase of policies across
state lines, health savings accounts,
letting businesses pool together, no
denial of coverage for preexisting
conditions, and medical malprac-
tice reform.

“We need to reform the healthcare
system in this country, I just think
Obamacare is the wrong way to go,”
Mr. Lance said.

Mr. Lance predicted the GOP will
continue to control the House after
the November election and “that
there is a strong chance of going into
the majority in the U.S. Senate.” If
this occurs, he said President Barack
Obama “will have to negotiate with
us on Obamacare in way he has
refused to do to this date.”

When asked about a bailout pro-
vision in Obamacare of insurance
companies to cover their losses, the
Congressman said he opposes the
provision and has sponsored legis-

lation, H.R. 3851, the “No Bailout
for Insurance Companies Act of
2014,” to that affect.

“I don’t think this was well known
by the public when it was passed,”
Mr. Lance said, saying these bail-
outs would likely be in the billions
of dollars.

The law also says if insurance
companies make a certain amount
of money they would have to give
that back to the federal govern-
ment.

“Let me predict that will not oc-
cur,” he said.

Speaking on Union County gov-
ernment, the Congressman said the
county needs freeholder districts.
Mr. Lance said he would also sup-
port freeholder districts in Somerset
County. He said he would like to
see three or four Republicans on
what is now a at-large, nine seat
board. The freeholders have been
all Democrats since 1998.

“I think it is important that every-
body be represented,” Mr. Lance
said.

The Congressman was support-
ive of Attorney General Eric
Holder’s indictment of five Chi-
nese nationals for allegations of
stealing cyber secrets from Ameri-
can companies. “I believe Attorney
General Holder did the right thing
indicting the Chinese nationals. I
fully support that action. There is a
potential in this country for terrible
damage of our financial system...in
the national security setting, in
Washington and other places and in
the infrastructure of the nation —
the electric grid.”

The Congressman said he is “dis-
appointed” that approval of the Key-
stone XL Pipeline, which would
carry heavy crude from Western
Canada down to the U.S. Gulf Coast,
will likely be “stalled” until after
the mid-term elections. “I want the
President to make an affirmative
decision ASAP.”

“We should built it for the jobs it
would create, we should built it
because its more environmentally
responsible than other means such
as railroads and trucks. And we
should be build it because its in the
national security interest of this
country” because Canada “is our
friend and allie.”

On immigration, he said the
House is likely to pass a bill to
secure the nation’s southern bor-
der. He said he does not support a
“pathway to citizenship for adults
who came here illegally.”

Speaking on Sandy aid, he said
an amendment by Rep. Rodney
Frelinghuysen (R-11th) to the origi-
nal Sandy aid bill would allow the
aid to go to any state that had a
disaster in the last three years. How-
ever, he said the Congressman has
been promised that New Jersey, New
York and Connecticut “will get all
of the aid necessary for Sandy.”
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Larsen Challenging Lance
Again In GOP Primary

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood-Times

REGION — After spending 36 years
running various real estate and home
improvement businesses, David
Larsen is running against incum-
bent and three-term Republican
Rep. Leonard Lance in the third
consecutive GOP Primary Election
for their party’s ballot line for the
7th Congressional seat. The winner
will face Democratic Clinton Mayor
Janice Kovach in the November
General Election.

A Hunterdon County resident,
Mr. Larsen has been married to wife
Donna for 34 years and has three
daughters.

“I never planned to get into poli-
tics,” Mr. Larsen told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “But the se-
vere debt that we are in has forced
me into action. When my opponent
(Lance) first entered Congress (in
2009), the debt was $10.6 trillion.
Now, just a few years later, it is
$17.5 trillion.”

Mr. Larsen states that his experi-
ence as a business owner and opera-
tor is what Congress needs now, since
he knows how to run and stick to a
budget, which will keep the debt from
continuing to spiral out of control.

“My opponent has never run a
business – he has been in elected
office for about three decades now,”
Mr. Larsen said. “President Obama
surrounds himself with the same
type of people that have no busi-
ness backing whatsoever. Unfortu-
nately, that’s what is happening in
Congress – a lot of career politi-
cians and lawyers … and we won-
der why the economy is the way it

is. That needs to be switched up.”
Mr. Larsen refers to himself as a

“free market system guy and capi-
talist guy” who has helped to create
and sustain hundreds of jobs in New
Jersey over the years, and states
that the government needs to get
out of the way and let the free mar-
ket system work to get America
back to work.

“We need to remove the obstacles
that businesses face today,” Mr.
Larsen said. “Obama’s administra-
tion is stifling growth and it is a
tragic mistake. I believe there is an
agenda to fundamentally change
America, and I fear it is going to a
socialist agenda. I am going to fight
tooth and nail to stop that.”

A first-generation American – Mr.
Larsen’s parents emigrated here
from Norway right after World War
II – he says he is “honored and
privileged” to run for office.

“I am devastated to see what is
happening in our country over the
last 20 years,” Mr. Larsen said. “The
freedoms and liberties that are be-
ing taken away.”

He hopes to see a return to the
original philosophy of the found-
ing fathers – that people leave the
public sector briefly to serve the
country.

 “We have to represent the people.
It is so unfortunate that we have
career politicians that are running
and winning using propaganda and
actual lies. Lance is lying that he is
fighting hard for the people of the
7th District,” Mr. Larsen said. “Con-
gress is so complacent and so wor-
ried about stepping on someone’s
toes – enough is enough.”

Photo courtesy of Jeanine Baum
MEDIEVAL READING...Last week, five Westfield women stopped in the medi-
eval city of Cesky Krumlov to read The Westfield Leader on their bicycle trip from
Prague, Czech Republic to Vienna, Austria. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Andrea Flood, Julie Allen, Debbie Montick, Jeanine Baum and Suzy Verchick.

Photo courtesy of the Fanwood Fire Dept.
THANK YOU...The annual Knights of Columbus Shield Awards, presented May
21 at St. Bart’s, honored emergency responders. Fanwood Fire Chief John
Piccola, far left, acknowledged Captain Frank Dietl, firefighter Dan Piccola,
firefighter Tony Grasso, Jr., Lt. Kris Piccola, firefighter Brian Piccola and
firefighter Zach Weissglass, not pictured.  All received awards for outstanding
service during the technical rescue of a senior citizen who had fallen down an
embankment near the train tracks behind a South Avenue business last year.

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TIGERS IN TOWN…Tiger Cubs from Coles School in Scotch Plains visit the
newspaper office on Thursday, May 22, because their mothers made them do it.

See it all
on the Web!
goleader.com
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Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ATTENTION…Kerry Stubbs sings “God Bless America” at the Opening Cer-
emony of the Westfield Memorial Day Parade on Monday.

they chose not to proceed.
The commissioners had been con-

templating other options to help bridge
the funding gap, including initiating a
fund-raising campaign, repurposing
money from other county grants, and
using some portion of the $75,000
earmarked to the commission by the
Fanwood Borough Council from the
borough’s capital budget.

Mr. Budiansky said Tuesday, accord-
ing to Kevin Boris, borough council-
man and commission liaison, the com-
mission can decide how to allocate the
$75,000 between refurbishing the
LaGrande Park tennis courts and the
skateboard park.

“The bonding issue that the council
has put together that includes $75,000
delegated to recreation…is written in
such a way that even though it men-
tions that the money is going towards
the tennis court, it’s written in such a
way that the money can go to the
skatepark as well, as long as some of
the money goes to the tennis courts,”
Mr. Budiansky said.

The commissioners intend to set
aside the $124,000 Kids Grant
money, repurpose $33,000 originally
designated for ice-skating-rink up-
grades, allocate $70,000 of the
$75,000 budgeted to recreation by
the borough council, and fund any
remaining balance from the
commission’s trust account.

After the meeting, Mr. Budiansky
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that he still needs to contact
Frederick J. Tompkins, the borough’s
chief financial officer, to confirm that
the commission is authorized to di-
rect the $70,000 towards the
skatepark.

Mr. Lee said the law requires that
the commission, prior to putting the
project out for public bid, must segre-
gate the funds in a newly-created ac-
count so that the contractors know the
borough is “serious about moving for-
ward with the project.” By directing
the money towards the skatepark, the
commission will have to seek other
grants or monies in order to resurface
the LaGrande Park tennis courts or
postpone that project until next year.

In the meantime, in order to address
the slickness of the tennis courts, the
commission passed a motion to have
the courts professionally power washed
by an outside vendor. Based on infor-
mal conversations Mr. Budiansky and
a few other commissioners have had
with potential vendors, the commis-
sioners do not expect the total cost to
exceed $3,000 to power wash the courts.

Commission Chairman Joe Valente
questioned whether the public works
department could power wash the courts

as well as resolve other drainage issues
as part of a regular maintenance pro-
gram. In response, Mr. Budiansky said
he spoke with Public Works Director
Clinton H. Dicksen, who said the de-
partment does not own the proper equip-
ment and would have to engage an
outside company to perform the work.

In other business, the commission
noted that the “Party in the Park” is
scheduled for Tuesday, June 24, from
5:30 to 8:30 p.m., at LaGrande Park.
The rain date is Wednesday, June 25.
The party will include inflatable rides,
food, music, contests, arts and crafts,
and the movie Frozen.

In addition, there are a limited
number of spots available for the
annual Training Wheel Toss, sched-
uled for Sunday, June 8, from 1 to 4
p.m., in the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical Schools parking lot,
1776 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains.
The rain date is Sunday, June 15, at
the same time and place. Interested
parties must register online.
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Voters to Decide Races
GOP mayoral Primary in Garwood
between first-term Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi and first-time candidate
Sal Piarulli, who is being supported by
outspoken Councilman Jim Mathieu.
Mr. Mathieu, who was the mayor’s
running mate in 2010, has been at odds
with the mayor and her husband, John,
who heads the local GOP committee,
almost since he joined the council in
2011. Mr. Mathieu is running on a line
of candidates, which include himself
and his wife, to challenge Mr.
Quattrocchi’s candidates, including
himself and the mayor, for seats on the
local Republican Committee.

Other Primary races in the county
include mayoral Primaries in Berkeley
Heights, where incumbent GOP Mayor
Joseph Bruno is being challenged by
Councilman Robert Woodruff, and in
Rahway, where Democratic Mayor
Samson D. Steinman, the township
administrator in Hillside, faces a chal-
lenge from political consultant Jim
Devine. Mr. Steinman became mayor

last year when Rick Proctor resigned.
Linden will see a three-way Demo-

cratic mayoral Primary race between a
Democratic committeeman in the 7th
Ward, Michael Puzio, Fourth Ward
Councilman Derek Armstead and Fifth
Ward Councilwoman Rhashonna
Cosby-Hurling. The winner will face
incumbent Mayor Richard Gerbounka,
an Independent, in November.

At the county level, County Surro-
gate James La Corte, a Democrat, is
being challenged by Jerome Dunn of
Hillside. Mr. Dunn came within 800
votes of defeating long-time state Sena-
tor Ray Lesniak (D-20th, Elizabeth) in
2001.

Incumbent Freeholders Chris Hudak
of Linden, Angel Estrada of Elizabeth
and Vernell Wright of Union face com-
petition in the Democratic Primary from
Jorge Batista of Hillside and Marvelis
Perreira and Tamara Twitty of Eliza-
beth.

Polls are open Tuesday from 6 a.m.
and 8 p.m.

pointees — Joseph Doyle, David
Checchio, Jeffrey Lehrer, Joseph
Mortarulo, Thomas Russo and Will-
iam McClintock — had affiliations on
some level with the local Republican
Party and that Ms. Bianco was not
currently an elected official, the coun-
cil, on a party-line vote, turned down
Ms. Bianco’s appointment by a 3-to-2
margin.

The council also passed a resolution
awarding a $237,677 contract to Z Broth-
ers Concrete Contractors to repave a
section of Westfield Avenue. And the
governing body passed a resolution
awarding a $19,000 contract to Samuels
Inc. Capitol Supply, Inc. for the pur-
chase, on an as-needed basis, of auto-
motive parts and accessories for ve-
hicles operated by the parks and recre-
ation and the public works departments.

Township Manager Jerry Giaimis
told a resident that the structural evalu-
ation of the clubhouse at the Scotch
Hills/Shady Rest country club was re-
cently completed and its conclusions
will be presented to the public in the
next month. Last year, the council ap-
proved funds to hire a historical preser-
vation consultant to evaluate the condi-
tion and make recommendations for
the refurbishment of the 200-year-old
building, which was home to the
country’s first African-American-
owned and operated country club and
known in the early part of the last
century as the Shady Rest Golf and
Country Club.
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