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CRANFORD — The township is
continuing its opposition against
the turf sports field proposed by
Union County College (UCC),
which has postponed its plans to
construct the field for its soccer
and lacrosse programs along with
a six-lane track for that program.
At the township committee’s
agenda meeting on Monday, Com-
missioner Tom Hannen, Jr. pro-
posed going out for state Green
Acres funding for the 4.3 acres of
forested land the college has pro-
posed for the field’s site.

“I don’t understand why our
state representatives have not
taken an active role in this,” resi-
dent Barbara Krause said. She
said the state provides one-third
of the college’s funding.

“We have talked to them and
they support the position,” Mayor
Andis Kalnins said.

“They would have influence;
they are appointing these trust-
ees,” Mrs. Krause said.

When asked if Westfield was on
board to officially oppose the turf
field on the Cranford UCC cam-
pus, Mayor Kalnins responded,
“They are concerned the options
may be worse for Westfield.”

“They don’t support that project,
but they don’t know what the
other options are and they are
worried,” Mayor Kalnins added.

In other business, the township’s
recreation basketball league may
see an increase in user fees, as
requested by Recreation and Parks
Department Director Steve
Robertazzi at Monday’s workshop
meeting. Fees may increase from
$70 to $85. The township com-
mittee would need to amend the
ordinance. No township commis-
sioner opposed the request for an
increase.

The fee hike would support the
requested pay increase for refer-

ees and adding on scorekeepers
and timekeepers. Mr. Robertazzi
requested the referees receive a
$5-per-game increase in their
pay. “We are a little on the lower
side for our refs,” he said.

He also asked to hire high-school
students at $10 per game to keep
score and time at the games.
Currently, coaches keep scores.
“That is the thing we are missing
to really make us a league,” Mr.
Robertazzi said. Currently, games
may not run the entire length
slotted for, and the timekeeper
would make sure the kids are
playing the length of time allot-
ted. “Every child should play the
same amount of time,” Mr.
Robertazzi said.

The league has about 850 kids
and played 92 games, Mr.
Robertazzi said.

Resident Rita LaBrutto has
stated that Cranford may have
the affordable-housing credits
already in place necessary to ful-
fill its affordable-housing require-
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PEDAL POWER…The Cranford Rotary Club collects bicycle donations for Pedals
for Progress on Saturday morning in the parking lot of Orange Avenue Pool.

ments. She said Monday she read
a recent response from the de-
veloper who filed a builder’s rem-
edy lawsuit against the township
in its application to build a hous-
ing development in the Birchwood
Avenue area.

“I read their response. It cen-
ters around Cranford’s trying to
do this to avoid our affordable-
housing obligation. That is why I
go back to the missing credits. If
they were there upfront in our
plans that would take away that
argument by that law firm that
we are trying to avoid our afford-
able housing,” Ms. LaBrutto said.

“It is not that simple,” Town-
ship Attorney Diane Dabulas said.

“…You don’t have to have a
deed restriction on the 20 units at
Community Outlook, the group
homes, that the source of the
funding will do,” Ms. LaBrutto
said she learned recently. She
asked the township to look into
this possibility of getting those
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CF Looking to Spend $4 Mil
For Road Paving and Repair

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Cranford Town-
ship Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola announced at Tues-
day night’s regular township
committee meeting that the
township is “hoping to put $4
million of the capital budget to-
wards paving and repairing these
roads.”

The township hired Maser Con-
sulting to take over the role of
township engineer, to replace
Richard Marsden, who was town-
ship engineer for about 10 years.

“Our goal is to get projects
done this year. We had a couple
that were hanging, grants
hanging…Maser will be respon-
sible that this happens, that it
gets done. They have compiled
a list of the 50 worst roads in
town,” Commissioner D’Ambola
said. “We are looking from any-
where between 10 to 20
roads…to get done this year.”

“Maser submitted a nine-page
outline of items that need to be
addressed,” Mr. D’Ambola said.

Winans Avenue is expected to
be reconstructed this year; Lin-
coln Avenue has money awarded,
and $115,000 in grant money
for improvements on South Av-
enue is anticipated to begin this
year, Mr. D’Ambola said. The
Orchard Brook flood control
project is expected to begin
again, he said. Orchard Brook is
a tributary of the Rahway River.

During public comment, Steve
Cermak of Ramapo Road com-
plained about the sanitary sewer,
gas and water main construc-
tion and a road resurfacing
project that started last July and
is still in progress on his block, in
a section he said is called Munsee.
“It is horrible,” he said. “They
are still dumping, debris, sand,
stone, concrete…it is out of con-
trol.” He said the road and curb

repair does not match up and
parts are unfinished. He said the
work begins at 6:45 a.m.

“What you are describing is
not acceptable,” Mayor Andis
Kalnins said.

At the beginning of the meet-
ing, Mr. D’Ambola congratulated
the Cranford PAL Central Jersey
Midget Wrestling Team for its
undefeated season. The mayor
presented certificates to the
team members and coaches.

Additionally, John Shaw was
honored by Mayor Kalnins on
receiving his Eagle Scout Award
— the highest award in Boy
Scouting. For his Eagle Scout
project, John refurbished the
after-care playroom at St.
Michael’s School and raised
$1,700. He has earned 21 merit
badges during his Scouting ca-
reer.

Mr. D’Ambola also congratu-
lated the Union County College
track and field team for earning
three golds, silver and a bronze
medal.

“Coincidentally, The Star-Led-
ger reported that Union County
is developing a $4-million ath-
letic field at Warinanco Park. It
will consist of bleachers, an eight-
lane running track, an artificial
turf field for football, soccer and
track, concession stands and
restrooms. It looks like the an-
swer for Union County College,
so they don’t have to tear down
700 trees and possible create
more flooding,” Mr. D’Ambola
said.

“I hope the college very seri-
ously considers Warinanco Park
or Oak Ridge Golf Course, two
alternatives that are out there
that would be much more suit-
able for this project than the
Cranford campus. The college
lives in our town and we are
asking them to be good neigh-

Cranford May Seek Green Acres
Funding for Union County College Site


